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The Giant Panda 

The Giant Panda is described as 

being a rare mammal with distinc-
tive black and white markings. 
Pandas live on mountainsides in 

China, in dense bamboo and coniferous forests at altitudes of 
1,500m to 3,000m (5,000-10,000ft). The mountains are 
shrouded in heavy clouds with torrential rains and dense mist 

throughout the year. 

Pandas are almost extinct. There is thought to be less than 
1,000 Pandas left in the wild. They are one of the most    

critically endangered species in the world. The biggest threat 
facing the Panda is the destruction of their forest home. 
Some Pandas are still killed for their coats. They can also get 

caught in traps set for other animals.   

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) has 
been working to protect the Giant 

Panda for the last 26 years. At this 
time they have helped to create over 
40 protected areas where Pandas can 

live safely. These areas are guarded 
by rangers who help stop illegal      
activities such as chopping down trees 

or setting traps.                                                                           

An adult Panda will eat about 650 
bamboo shoots a day – about a quar-

ter of its own body weight. In the wild 
their diet mostly consists of bamboo, 

however Pandas kept in zoos around 
the world will eat bamboo, sugar cane, rice gruel, carrots,  
apples and sweet potatoes.  

GIANT PANDA FACTS 
Pandas live to the age of 25 but have lived as long as 35 
Pandas are pink when they are born 

99% of a wild Panda’s diet is bamboo 
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A female Panda normally produces young once a year 
There are two different species of Panda, the Giant Panda 

and the Red Panda 
A fully grown Panda will reach a length of 1.5m—1.8m (5
-6 ft.) 

Pandas are most active during the day 
Giant Pandas get most of their water from eating bamboo 
in the wild 

If the mother has two babies she can only take care of 
one 
If all the bamboo is covered in snow the Pandas will eat 

little mice or uncovered leaves 
Pandas are the only bear species that do not hibernate 
WWF adopted the Giant Panda as its symbol of conserva-

tion in 1961 

On November 28th 2009, Australia welcomed two Giant Pandas from 

China.  Wang Wang & Funi, arrived at Adelaide Zoo, South Australia, 

for a 10-year stay. They are the only Giant Pandas in the Southern    

Hemisphere and the first to live permanently in Australia. They are 

considered a fantastic genetic pairing for the global Giant breeding 

program, and any cubs that Wang Wang and Funi have will be     

valuable additions to the Giant Panda population. 
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HEALTHY   EATING   FOR   KIDS 
 

Children are growing and developing very quickly, which means 

they have high nutrient needs. Their diet requires plenty of foods 

which provide not just the energy they need to be active, but also 

foods which deliver vitamins and minerals too. Try giving your child 

small frequent meals and regular snacks containing nutrient rich 

foods. Children over the age of 5 can eat the same meals as the 

rest of the family, including more starchy foods and plenty of fruit 

and vegetables, but watch their portions sizes and the amount of 

saturated fat they are eating. 
 

NUTRIENTS and FOODS FOR GROWING KIDS 
 

The nutrients which are particularly important for 

all children include: 
Protein: is essential for growth and repair. From 

meat, fish, eggs, poultry, beans, lentils, nut 

butters, etc.  
Calcium: to help with bone and tooth development. Dairy foods 
Iron: for the formation of blood cells. Red meat 
Zinc: assists the immune system and without which the appetite can 

be suppressed. Sourced from the same foods as protein. 
Vitamin A: is essential for good vision and a strong immune system. 

Note: Vitamin A can be lost through cooking. 
Vitamin C: another immune system booster, helping the body fight 

off infections. Eat citrus fruit. 

Vitamin D: works with calcium to make bones. Children not getting 
enough may develop rickets. Sunshine is a good source. 

B vitamins help to release the energy from food.  
Folic acid helps makes blood cells. From cereals. 

Foods To Avoid 

As very young children and toddlers are still developing, some 
foods are not suitable for their diet: 

Shark, swordfish and marlin- contain relatively 

high levels of mercury which may affect their 
nervous system. 

 Raw eggs and foods which contain raw egg- make 

sure egg and egg products are cooked thoroughly to 
prevent food poisoning from salmonella. 

 Whole nuts- can be easy for young 

children to choke on so make sure to 
crush or flake them when feeding to 

your child. 

It is not necessary to 
add sugar, honey or 
salt, to your child’s 

foods.  
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Source: 
www.marksandspencer.com/ 

What is the best drink for children? 

After weaning off breast milk, Water is the 

best drink for children. It doesn’t harm teeth, or 
give them calories without vitamins and minerals. 

Milk is also a great option for in-between meals. 
Fruit juice can be diluted for meal times only, as 
this will be less damaging to teeth. 
Remember that children can 
quickly fill up on drink which may 

mean they become full before 
meal times- so make sure they are 

eating a balanced diet with a regu-
lar eating pattern of mini meals 
and snacks. 

Softdrinks? 
If children are eating 
foods or drinks contain-
ing sugar try to include 
them at meal times as 
this will be less damag-
ing to their teeth. 

Giving Children Food Treats 
Many children are given treats such as crisps, biscuits, 
cakes, sweetened drinks and chocolate more often than 

is good for them. These foods can be high in sugar, salt 
and saturated fat so try to only offer them occasionally 
or opt for smaller portion sizes. 
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William Buckley was born in 1780 in Cheshire, England. His 

father was a farmer, but he did not follow in his father’s foot-

steps. After being apprenticed to a local bricklayer, he decided to 

join the army. In 1799 he saw action in The Netherlands. After 

being wounded in action he was sent back to England. 

On August 2, 1802 he appeared in a 

Sussex law-court charged with being in 

possession of a roll of cloth that he knew 

was stolen. Convicted, he was sentenced 

to transportation for life. He was shipped 

on the Calcutta to the fledgling penal 

colony at Port Phillip arriving in early 

October 1803. The settlement, led by 

Lieutenant-Governor David Collins was 

at Sullivan Bay (now known as         

Sorrento). 

Although a model prisoner on the     

voyage to Australia, Buckley was deter-

mined to escape. Finally, on December 27, 1803 Buckley and a 

few other convicts fled into the bush. One prisoner was shot, but 

Buckley and two others got away. Knowing that Sydney was 

somewhere to the north, Buckley and party headed around Port 

Phillip Bay thinking that they would simply blend into the Sydney 

community when they found it. They had no concept of how far 

away Sydney was, and their navigation skills were poor. When 

they finally spotted a sailing ship, 

rather than providing evidence of their 

nearness to Sydney, they realised that 

it was the Calcutta, and they had  

simply walked all around Port Phillip 

Bay to Swan Island. By this time they 

were nearing starvation. Unable to get 

the attention of the crew on the ship 

by lighting fires, Buckley’s two     

companions headed back around Port 

Phillip Bay, resigned to surrendering. 

They were never seen again. 

HMS Calcutta 

Buckley’s Cave– overlooking The Rip at 
Point Lonsdale. A good lookout for ships, 
but lack of water and food in the area 
made it unlikely that Buckley lived here. 
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Buckley was determined to stay free, but lacking the ability to 

find food among the strange flora he was soon close to dying. 

His rescue came, not from his captors, but the local aboriginal 

tribes. They eventually nursed him back to health. 

Being 198cm tall (6’6‖) William Buckley had 

a commanding presence. The aboriginals 

viewed him as a dead aboriginal chief that 

had come back to life. He was given an   

aboriginal woman as a wife and he had one 

daughter to her. Finally, he settled with his 

family at the mouth of Bream Creek 

(Breamlea) where fish and other foods were 

abundant. Buckley lived in this aboriginal 

community for 32 years. 

Finally, in July 1835 William Buckley returned 

to the European world when he walked into 

the camp of John Batman at Indented Head. 

Initially, Buckley had forgotten the English 

language and he was identified by the tattoo 

―W.B.‖ on his arm. Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur gave him 

a full pardon later that same year. He assisted John Wedge with 

his exploration of the Barwon River, 

and eventually became an inter-

preter between the aboriginal tribes 

and the white settlers on a yearly 

salary of £50. In time however, it 

became evident that he was not 

fully trusted by the whites, who saw 

him as convict and part aboriginal, 

nor by the aboriginals, who ques-

tioned his decision to return to live 

with the whites. 

Unhappy and disillusioned Buckley 

went to live in Hobart in 1837. He 

married a white widow, worked as 

an assistant store-keeper, then gate

-keeper at the Female Factory be-

fore retiring on a pension of  £52 

per year. He died in Hobart on 

January 30, 1856, aged 75. 

William Buckley 

 

Courtesy- State Library of Victoria 
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National healthy bones week has been a 
shared enterprise between dairy Australia 
and Osteoporosis Australia for the past 15 
years, highlighting the crucial role of calcium-
rich foods, such as dairy, in the development 
and maintenance of healthy bones and        
prevention of osteoporosis. 

We reach our peak bone mass (how strong 
our bones are going to be), around the age of 
20, so there’s a great window of opportunity 
for kids and teens to maximise their peak 
bone mass by building strong bones in     
childhood. 

Developing and maintaining good bone health 
depends on a number of different factors. Though we cannot  control 
factors such as our gender or our family history, we can easily make 
changes to our diet and lifestyle that will help to reduce our overall 
risk of developing severe osteoporosis in the future. 

Eating 3 serves of dairy everyday as part of a healthy balanced diet 
will provide most people with their daily calcium requirements. While 
consuming adequate calcium for building and maintaining bones is 

important throughout all 
stages of life, the school 
years are a critical time for 
building strong bones. 

Dairy products are the      
biggest contributor of        
calcium in the Australian 
diet and provide a whole 
package of bone-building 
nutrients including magne-
sium, protein, phosphorous, 
potassium and zinc.            

National Healthy Bones Week  August 7 – 13th  

Dairy products are an excellent source of calcium 
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Inadequate calcium intake in our younger years, heightens the risk of 
developing osteoporosis later in life. 

Calcium is the most common mineral found in our bones and helps to 
give them strength and rigidity so it is a common factor in maintaining 
healthy bones. The richest source of calcium is dairy produce includ-
ing milk, cheese and yogurt. 

 It is known that  a high percentage of 
Australian children are unlikely to 
meet their daily calcium require-
ments. That’s why we need to help 
kids make healthy choices in their 
diet so they can benefit from it later 
in life. 

 

Bone Facts 
Your thigh bone is stronger than concrete 
There are 54 bones in your hands including the wrists 
The human face is made up of 14 bones 
Adult human bones account for 14% of the body’s total 
weight 
The strongest bone in your body is the femur 
(thighbone), and it is hollow 
The smallest bone in the human body is the stapes bone 
which is located in the ear 
The only bone fully grown at birth is located in the ear 
Gardening is said to be one of the best exercises for   
maintaining healthy bones 
Humans are born with 300 bones in their body, however 
when a person reaches adulthood they only have 206 
bones. This occurs because many of them join together to 
make a single bone. 

Eating 3 serves of dairy every 
day as part of a healthy       
balanced diet will provide 
most people with their daily 
calcium requirements.  

Just For fun... 
Q. What do you call a skeleton that lies in its grave? 

A. Lazy bones! 
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The German Shepherd Dog (also known as the    

Alsatian), is a breed that originated in Germany. 

German Shepherds, whose origins date from 1899 

are a relatively new breed of dog. 

Because of their strength, intelli-

gence and abilities in obedience 

training, they are often employed in 

police and military forces around 

the world. Due to their loyal and 

protective nature, they are one of 

the most registered of breeds. 

 

“German Shepherd” or “Alsatian”? 

The breed was named Deutscher Schaferhunde 

by Max Von Stephanitz in Germany, literally 

translated as ―German Shepherd Dog‖. The 

breed was officially renamed by the UK Kennel 

Club to ―Alsatian Wolf Dog‖. Eventually, the ap-

pendage ―Wolf Dog‖ was dropped. The name Al-

satian remained until 1977, when successful 

campaigns by dog enthusiasts pressured the 

British kennel clubs to   

allow the breed to be   

registered again as      

German Shepherd Dogs. 

 

Temperament 

German Shepherds are 

highly active dogs. Shep-

herds have a loyal nature 

and bond well with people 

they know. An aloof     

personality makes them 

approachable but not    

incl ined to become        

immediate friends with 

strangers. 

-(See box) 

An Aggressive Breed? 
 

German Shepherds have a reputation for be-
ing aggressive attack dogs. On May 13, 2010 
The Geelong Advertiser reported that there 
were 46 dog attacks investigated by the City 
Council during 2009, up substantially from the 
previous year. German Shepherds were listed 
among the dogs involved in these attacks. 
Experts remind potential owners that they 
should only consider German Shepherds as a 
pet if: 

You have the time and space to exercise 
 them regularly. 

You get them properly trained. 

You can give your dog nutritious food 

You can ensure your dog cannot roam or 
 annoy neighbours 
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Health 

The average lifespan of a German Shepherd is 7-10 years, which 

is normal for a dog of their size. Additionally, German Shepherds 

have a higher than normal incidence of Von Willebrand Disease, 

an inherited bleeding disorder. 

 

Working Dogs 

German Shepherds are especially well known for 

their police work, being used for tracking     

criminals, patrolling troubled areas, and the    

detection and holding of suspects. The German 

Shepherd is one of the most widely-used breeds 

in a wide  variety of scent-work roles. These   

include search and rescue, cadaver searching, 

narcotics detection, explosives detection, acceler-

ant detection, among others. They are          well

-suited for these lines of work because of their 

keen sense of smell and their ability to work re-

gardless of distractions. 

 

Popular Culture 

German Shepherds have been featured in a wide 

range of media. Strongheart, the German Shep-

herd was one of the earliest canine film stars and 

was followed by Rin Tin Tin, who is now acclaimed as being the 

most famous German Shepherd. Both are credited with stars on 

the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  

German Shepherds have also played central parts in a number of 

recent films, including ―K-9” (which featured a real police-dog, 

Koton), ―The Hills Have Eyes” and ―I am Legend” (which was 

played by Renee Calvin’s 

―Ben‖). Blondi, Adolf Hitler’s 

German Shepherd, has been 

featured in a number of 

documentaries and films 

about the dictator, such as 

―Downfall”. The Austrian  

police drama series Inspec-

tor Rex centres on a highly 

intelligent German Shep-

herd. 

My Comment: 
 

I first fell in love with German Shepherd 
dogs when I saw the movie “K-9.”  I also 
like the German Shepherd because of 
their amazing abilities after receiving   
obedience training, their loyalty, their   
intelligence and because they bond well 
with people they know. Even though they 
are highly active and described in breed 
standards as self-assured, I would still like 
to own one someday. 
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August 12 
International Youth Day is endorsed by the United Nations as a day to 
focus on issues relating to the world’s youth. International Youth Day has 
been celebrated every year on 12 August since 1999. The United Nations 
supported the event to highlight the needs of young people aged 10-24 
years.  

Many activities and events that 
take place around the world on 
International Youth Day promote 
the benefits that young people 
bring into the world. This global event, may include youth conferences on 
issues such as education and employment. Other activities include      
concerts promoting the world’s youth, as well as various sporting events, 
parades and mobile exhibitions that showcase young people’s       
achievements. 

The ten main areas that the United 
Nations focus on with youths are: 

Education 

Employment 

Hunger & Poverty 

Health 

Environment 

Drug Abuse 

Juvenile Delinquency 

Leisure-time Activities 

Girls & Young Women 

Full & Effective Participation 
of Youth in the Life of Society 
and in Decision-making 

According to the United Nations, 
youths are defined as being     
between 10-24 years of age. 

In 2010, the International Youth Day will 
also mark the beginning of the Interna-
tional Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual 
Understanding. 

12 August 2010 – 11 August 2011 
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That’s  what 

everyone loves to hear at night

- the mighty mozzie buzzing 

around, which then keeps you 

awake for hours. 

Well, the  Geelong City Council 

is trying to rectify the problem 

by spraying  coastal areas with 

Bti (bacillus thuringiensis       

israelensis) + s-Methoprene. 

The spraying only effects the 

mosquito  larvae, not any other insect species. Spraying starts  

around August and continues through March the following year. 

The areas normally sprayed are Barwon Heads, the Botanic   

Gardens, Breamlea, Ocean Grove, Pt Lonsdale and St Leonards. 

Aerial spraying  is done by helicopter, but spraying is also done 

by ―fogging‖. Fogging is only done when high numbers of 

mossies are present and involves spraying the affected area 

from the back of a truck. 

Private properties are only sprayed if requested by the owner 

and approved by the Council. 

The reason for this spraying is for us  to enjoy the outdoors and 

not get sick with the bacteria 

they may carry. For example, 

mosquitoes can spread Dengue 

fever, Ross River fever, Bar-

mah Forest virus + Malaria 

(which is rare in Australia). 

To prevent mossies from 

breeding, don’t have any pud-

dles of water lying around, as 

this is the perfect breeding 

ground for them. Clean gutters 

of any still water, if possible. 

We can all contribute to a   

happier Summer without 

mozzies. 

Only the female mosquito drinks 
blood. The blood provides food for  
the  eggs they lay. 
The  female lives for  3 weeks while 

the male has a shorter life span. 
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1821—1881 

Robert de Bruce Johnstone was of Scottish parentage, 

and was born in London in 1821. He spent his earlier 

days in Germany, and on returning to London he was 

placed in the Bluecoat School.* His parents died while 

he was very young, and on his leaving school he was  

apprenticed to a saddlery and harness-making business, 

which he continued to work in during his life. 

In 1853 he came to Victoria. He always displayed an active interest in 

political, municipal, and charitable movements, though personally of a 

very quiet and retiring disposition. In 1859 he became a member of the 

Geelong Town Council, and was elected mayor from 1865 to 1867. 

Johnstone first took his seat in the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in 

May, 1870, as a member for Geelong West. He was essentially a         

humanitarian. In his political life he frequently called attention to cases 

of ill-usage of children, cruelty to animals, and similar matters, and 

urged successive Ministries to introduce legislation to prevent abuses of 

that kind. 

Robert earned his reputation as “the parks and gardens” 

mayor for his support of the Geelong Botanical Garden. 

Today Johnstone Park, which was named after him, is a  

favourite haven for shoppers and workers. He died at 60 

years of age on November 20, 1881 from a stroke suffered 4 

days earlier. He was unmarried and had no other relatives 

in Australia. He left behind a lasting legacy that is still 

enjoyed by the community of Geelong today. 

*Bluecoat School: A charitable school for poor children, usually run by a 

religious organisation. In London it was also called “Christ’s Hospital.” 

“VICTORIA. 

GEELONG, Oct. 9. 

Alderman Johnstone has been elected mayor of Geelong, the 

poll at the close being -Johnstone, 20; Couves, 1. There was 

no excitement.” 

(The Argus, Tuesday 10 October, 1865 p.5) 

Announcement of Johnstone being elected mayor of Geelong. 

Bollard depicting 
Johnstone at      

Eastern Beach 
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Johnstone Park is a landscaped garden at 

the western end of the inner-city area of Gee-

long. It is bounded by Railway Terrace, Gher-

inghap Street, Little Malop Street, Fenwick 

Street, and Mercer Street. The park is sur-

rounded by civic buildings including the   

Geelong Town Hall, Geelong Art Gallery, 

Geelong Library, and Geelong Law Courts. A 

war memorial and bandstand feature in the 

centre of the park. 

HISTORY  

The area occupied by Johnstone Park was originally known as Western 

Gully, a watercourse that drained towards Corio Bay. In 1849 a dam 

was built at the downstream end of the gully, near the present Ghering-

hap Street-Mercer St intersection. The dam was fenced off in 1851 after 

at least one person and several horses drowned. The area was made into 

a park in March 1872, and named after former Geelong mayor Robert 

De Bruce Johnstone. The park stretched from Ghering-

hap Street to Latrobe Terrace. In December that year 

the first band concert was held by the Geelong Artillery 

Corps band. An octagonal wooden bandstand was 

erected in the park during 1873. 

The Belcher Fountain was installed near the park in 

1874, in the middle of the Gheringhap Street round-

about. The fountain 

was a gift to the City 

of Greater Geelong 

from former Mayor 

George Belcher. 

The park was divided in 1872 when 

the Geelong railway was extended 

south to Winchelsea. A footbridge 

was provided across the railway line. 

Since 1887 The Gordon Institute of 

TAFE has looked over the western 

end of the park, and a footbridge 

now runs over the railway line     

between “The Gordon” buildings on 

both sides of the track. 

Johnstone Park– An early layout 

George Belcher 

The Bandstand– in the middle of the park 
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H a v e you ever dreamt of making an unreachable possibility a 

reachable reality? Well there is a way... but it comes with a firm 

resolve and personal sacrifice. 

Some people may have vices, a bad habit to which they get   

attached- like smoking, gambling, heavy drinking, and more   

seriously, substance abuse. Yes, it is true that life can be tough 

and these vices can become a comfort, a cushioning to the hard 

realities of life and the all the things that people have to deal 

with. Unfortunately, these vices are damaging to families, to the 

health of people, and also cripple people financially. What 

started as a ―grown-up‖ practise as a teen, now brings additional 

burdens to affected persons. It has been said that situational 

poverty is caused by the choices people make. What do you 

think? 

Is there a solution? If so what is it?  

Band-aiding the situation is not a solution. Many agencies offer 

immediate help to ease the burden, like emergency accommoda-

tion, free meals and food or clothing tokens. Sadly, some people 

can become dependent on this instant help. It is no longer just 

an individual’s problem but it now becomes a community      

problem as well. The solution for people is to face the reality of 

their problems and begin the steps to recovery. Yes, change can 

be frightening, challenging, filled with trepidation, and a fear of 

the unknown. Progress can be punctuated with periods of       

despair. 

However frightening it may all be, the benefits of going through 

the lasting changes can make the unreachable 

possibilities, reachable realities. For those living in 

―poverty‖ an overseas trip to reconnect with   

family, a cruise-ship getaway holiday sipping Pina 

Coladas, or buying a new car may seem entirely 

out of reach. But, is it really a case of not having 

enough money, or more a case of money being 

squandered on valueless things. 

Let’s look at some examples- 
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Smoking...Heavy Drinking...Gambling... 

Do you want to have more money? According to the Cancer 

Council of Victoria, in 2007 19% of Australian adults smoke  

cigarettes. The average smoker consumes 134 cigarettes per 

week. At today’s prices (55c for each cigarette) that equates to 

spending $3,832.40 on cigarettes every year! If there are two 

average smokers in the home you can double that amount to 

$7664.80. We are talking big money here! Now, you wanted a 

holiday, or a new car did you? Can you see how it is possible to 

save money for such things? And we haven’t even added in the 

cost of spending on alcohol, gambling or substance abuse. An 

individual could easily have up to $6,000 extra spending money 

every year if these three vices are avoided. Yes, even poorer 

families can still live a very comfortable lifestyle indeed. 

What about your health? If you have good 

health you surely want to keep it. According to 

the Australian Bureau of Statistics, heavy    

alcohol consumption is the direct cause of 

5.5% of all diseases in men and 2.2% in     

females. How much do you drink? 

Let’s add a happy family to the formula. Sadly, 

people who have the compulsive need to gamble 

often end up losing everything- their jobs, friends, 

and even their families. According to the Gambling 

Impact Society for every person with a gambling 

problem there are 5-10 people negatively affected. 

It is not our purpose to condemn anyone, but    

simply to highlight the possibilities of improving ones lot in life. 

Inviting people to see that all things are possible, giving them 

back hope, helping those whose lives have been shattered by the 

storms of life is our goal. Yes, it takes a firm resolve and       

personal sacrifice… but it is worth it don’t you think? Don’t just 

dream about the things you would like to do. Reach out. Seek 

support. And make those possibilities become realities! 

The average smoker in Australia 

could save $3,832.40 every 

year if they quit now! 
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1840—1842 The first Post Office in 

Geelong was a corner in a store on 

Barwon Terrace, South Geelong. 

1842—1857 The office of the Gee-

long Advertiser Newspaper doubled 

as a Post Office. 

1857—1890 A permanent Post   

Office was built on the corner of Ryrie and Gheringhap Streets. It was  

demolished in 1889 to make way for the next Post Office on the same site. 

1891—1994 The new Post Office on the corner 

of Ryrie and Gheringhap Streets was constructed 

from bluestone supplied by Mr. Nash’s quarry at 

Lethbridge. It opened on April 27, 1891 after con-

siderable labour and material supply troubles. 

(See box– The Geelong Stonemasons) 

Although the building opened for business in 

1891, the clock tower did not have any working 

mechanism until July 1911, when clockworks from 

London were installed. Each clock face was 2.5m 

in diameter, and five bells, the largest weighing 

765kg, chimed the hours. 

1994— The current Post Office is located on the corner of Little Myers St 

and Gheringhap St. 

The cost of mailing a letter in 
1891 was one penny. ( 1 cent ) 

Geelong Post Office 1857-1890 

 

Geelong Post Office 1891-1994 

 



19 

Museum Victoria Australia 

 

Geelong– 150 years ago this month 

“On visiting the viaduct* over the Moorabool River today, I was 

agreeably surprised to see the marked improvement that had 

taken place there. The works of this gigantic undertaking are 

being rapidly proceeded with, and the addition of a number of 

new hands has assisted to impart a little more life into the   

general business of this myth of a township. Here, as at all 

other localities in this country where a number of individuals 

are congregated, grog is the ruling power; and in this frail   

apology for a town are, even now, no less than four                

public houses, independent of the grog-shanties, which, I am 

told, exist.” 

(The Argus, Friday 

24 August, 1860 p.5) 

*Today: 1km north of the 

Midland Hwy at Batesford. 

“THE GEELONG STONEMASONS. 

No movement of any note has been made by the Gee-

long stonemasons on strike since they left work at Mr. 

C. Nash's yards on Thursday morning last. On Saturday 

afternoon a demand was made by the delegates from the 

metropolis that the men should be paid their wages up 

to Saturday. A pronounced refusal met the request, and 

Mr Nash was threatened that if he remained obdurate in 

his refusal the strikers would expect full wages for all 

the time they may be out of work. Mr. Nash is confident 

that there is nothing in common law for the men to 

ground their claim upon. A quantity of the undressed 

bluestone required in connection with the new post-

office building is being supplied from Mr. Nash's   

quarries at Lethbridge, and there is some talk of boycotting measures  

being resorted to. If this extreme step were taken, it would result in a   

certain amount of hardship to the quarrymen, who cannot in any way be 

connected with the strike.” 
(The Argus, Tuesday 7 January, 1890 p.6) 

The bluestone quarry 
at Lethbridge closed 

down in 1953. 
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1. “TYPEWRITER” is the longest word that can be made  

using the letters only on the top row the keyboard. 

2. “Go.” is the shortest complete sentence in the English 

language. 

3. The shortest English word that contains the letters 

A,B,C,D,E Is “feedback”. 

4. No word  in the English Language rhymes with “Month.” 

5. No piece of paper can be folded in half more that 7 

times.  

6. On average people fear spiders more that they do death. 

7. You can smell 1/20th as well as a dog. 

8. Walt Disney was afraid of mice. 

9. A snail can sleep for three years. 

10. An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain. 

11. Penguins can convert saltwater into fresh water. 

12. Lack of water is the #1 trigger of daytime fatigue. 

About this brochure: 
This brochure has been produced as a community service by participants in the Work For The Dole 
scheme at Workskil- Corio branch office. This is part of a Job Services Australia initiative. 
All comments and views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the participants in the 
scheme and not necessarily the views of Workskil or Job Services Australia. 
If you have any comments about information contained in this brochure, or suggestions for future 
brochures within the Geelong area please write to:  Workskil WFTD 
       Unit 1001 Corio Shopping Centre.  

          Bacchus Marsh Rd. Corio 3214 
 Ph: (03) 5245 3000 


