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The first appearance of a two-wheeled    

riding machine was in 1865, when pedals were     
applied directly to the front wheel. This machine was 
known as the velocipede (“fast foot”). It was also 
known as the “boneshaker”, since it was made      
entirely of wood, then later with metal tires, and the 
combination of these with the cobblestone roads of 
the day made for an extremely uncomfortable ride. 
 
Four years later in 1869, the first velocipedes made in 
Geelong started appearing in the streets. A two-
wheeler was made by Mr. Gaulton, and a three-
wheeler was made by a Mr. Humble. The ladies 
wore “natty knickers” to help them remain modest 
when riding their velocipede. 
 
The velocipede, or “boneshaker”, weighed an un-
wieldy 60 pounds (27kg). Velocipedomania only 

lasted about five years (1865-1870). A      
common complaint among velocipedists was 
that the front wheel caught their legs when 
cornering. 
 
In 1870 the first all metal machine appeared. 
The pedals were still attached  directly to the 
front wheel with no freewheeling mechanism. 
Solid rubber tires and the long spokes of the 
large front wheel provided a much smoother 
ride than its predecessor. The front wheels 
became larger and larger as makers realized 
that the larger the wheel the farther you 
could travel with one rotation of the pedals. 

 
Penny-farthings 

„Penny-farthing‟, „high-wheel‟, „high-wheeler‟, and „ordinary‟ are all 
terms used to describe a type of bicycle with a large front wheel and a 

Bollard at Western 
Beach entitled “Nancy 
Nattyknickers” on her 

velocipede. 

 

A Velocipede 
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much smaller rear wheel that was popular after the boneshaker. They 
were the first machines to be called “bicycles”. 
 
Although they are now most commonly known as „penny-farthings‟, this 
term was probably not used until they became outdated. The term 
„penny-farthing‟ comes from the British penny and farthing coins, one 
much larger than the other, so that the side view resembles a penny 
leading a farthing. 
 
An important and unfortunate attribute of the penny-farthing is that 
the rider sat high and nearly over the front axle. When the front wheel 
struck rocks and ruts, or under hard braking, the rider pitched forward 
off the bicycle head-first, called “taking a header” or simply “a header”. 
 
One particular model, made by the Pope Manufacturing Company in 
1886, weighed 36lbs (16kg), has a 60-spoke 53-inch (135cm) front wheel 
and a 20-spoke 18-inch (46cm) rear wheel. 
 
These bicycles enjoyed a great popularity among young men of means 
(they cost an average worker six months pay), with the hey-day being 
the decade of the 1880s. 

The Geelong Cycling Club 

Since 1911 the Geelong Cycling Club 

has had an enthusiastic following 

from locals. Every weekend, motorists 

on the country roads around Geelong 

and the Bellarine Peninsula need to be 

on the lookout for individuals or 

groups of cyclists furiously pedalling 

their machines. 

In 2004, British leukaemia patient 

and charity fundraiser Lloyd Scott 

(age 43) rode a penny-farthing 

across the Australian outback 

4350km from Perth to Sydney. In 

doing so he raised £60,000 

($150,000) for leukaemia research. 
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National Threatened Species Day (NTSD) is held on 7th September 
each year- commemorating the death of the last Tasmanian Tiger at 
Hobart Zoo in 1936. Events are held nationally throughout September 
which is also named Biodiversity Month. 

Since white settlers arrived over 200 years ago, Australia's landscape has 
been severely impacted with habitat loss and fragmentation causing the 
extinction of some animal species and threatening many others. The   
impact of land development, introduced plants and animals, stock      
grazing, soil salinity, altered fire regimens, pollution, and a changing    
climate have all placed additional pressure on our threatened species and 
their shrinking habitats. There are more than 1,800 species now listed as 
threatened and endangered throughout the world. 

 

 The numbat, also known as the Banded 
Ant Eater, is endangered because of  
habitat loss and foxes. Once common 
across the southern part of the conti-
nent, it is now only found in a few forests 
in southwest Western Australia. It is the 
emblem for Western Australia. 

Leadbeater's possum was not seen after 
1909 and was thought to be extinct, but 
the possums were found again in 1961. 
They are endangered, and are only found 
in the Victorian central highlands, in old 
forest areas that are being threatened with 
logging. The animals nest in tree hollows, 
and these are only found in old trees. 
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 Some desert species of bandicoot are     
extinct and the remaining species are      
vulnerable. If their habitats change, they 
will become endangered. One kind is the 
western barred bandicoot, now only found 
on a few islands in Shark Bay, Western      
Australia. The eastern barred bandicoot is 
now found only in Tasmania and in a few 
places around Victoria. 

Australia has more endangered species than any 
other continent! 

 

The Red-tailed Black Cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus banksii), also known 
as Banksian or Bank's Black Cockatoo, 
is a large cockatoo native to Australia. 
This species was known as Calyp-
torhynchus magnificus for many dec-
ades until the current scientific name 
was officially conserved in 1994. It is 
more common in the dryer parts of 
the continent. Five sub-species are 
recognised, differing most significantly 
in beak size. Although the more north-
erly subspecies are widespread, the 
two southern subspecies, the Forest 
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo and the 
South-eastern Red-tailed Black Cocka-
too are under threat. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A pair -male on left and female on right 
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World  Suicide Prevention Day.   

         September 10th
 

World Suicide Prevention Day on September 10 is an annual event sponsored by the International 
Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP). The theme for world suicide prevention day this year 
is “Think Globally, Plan Nationally, Act Locally.” 

Many communities across Australia use this day to draw attention to the loss of life due to   
suicide and band together to reaffirm their commitment to its prevention. In Australia about 
2,000 people commit suicide every year. 

Who are prone to suicide?  

Men. (In 2006 78% of all suicide deaths in Australia were male) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

People in rural or remote communities 

People who have been treated for mental illness in 

a psychiatric facility or who have recently been 

discharged from an institution. 

Those who have previously attempted suicide or 

self-harmed. 

People bereaved by suicide. 

My memories of you, 
My memories of you will always be, renewed from day to day 
My memories of you are colourfast, they’ll never fade away. 
Now death has won its victory, flooding me with dismay 
Yet the resurrection hope is sure, then forever with me you’ll stay. 
Though now I grieve and wipe my tears, the same as yesterday 
I know one day I’ll laugh and sing, because with you I’ll play. 
My love, I know you cannot hear, yet I feel compelled to say 
“I love you with all my heart” ……  I’ll always feel this way. 
Yes, 
My memories of you will always be, renewed from day to day 
My memories of you are colourfast, they’ll never fade away. 

If you are having difficulty 

with negative thoughts please 

ring LIFELINE now! 

Ph: 13 11 14 
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Come and spend some magical time at the Carousel, 

which is beautifully restored and located on the pristine 

Geelong Waterfront. 

A key feature of Waterfront Gee-

long– the antique, hand-carved 

carousel is worth a million dollars 

and is more than 110 years old. 

The Armitage-Herschell portable 

steam driven, hand-carved 

wooden carousel was constructed 

circa 1892 and is one of only 200 

in operation around the world. Featuring 36 Dare horses and 2 

chariots, it was purchased by the Steampacket Place Develop-

ment Board in 1996 and painstakingly restored. 

The Carousel has now 

been operating for 9 

years, and will celebrate 

its 10th anniversary in  

October 2010. 

Beside Steampacket Quay 

at the end of Moorabool Street, the lovingly restored steam-

driven carousel, housed in a contemporary building of steel and 

glass, is a colourful reminder of bygone days that still captures 

the hearts of children and adults. 

There is also a replica 

1898 Gavioli Band organ 

in the pavilion. 

 The Carousel Pavilion has 

become an accessible and 

ideal meeting place for 

the community, and the 

Carousel team takes pride 

in providing a memorable 

experience for all ages 

and abilities. 

TICKET PRICES: 

Children $3.40– 0-15 years 

(Under 5 an adult rides for free) 

Adults $3.90 

Concession $3.40 

Multiride Tickets $28.00 

Group discounts are available. 

In the 12th Century, Turkish and   
Arabic armies used a device similar to 
a carousel as a training mechanism to 
prepare and strengthen their cavalry 

to attack enemy footmen in battle. 
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DARYL SOMERS 
Daryl Paul Somers OAM  was born Daryl Schultz on August 6, 1951 in Geelong. 
For nearly 40 years he has been one of Australia‟s most love television personali-
ties. The son of a dairy farmer and a cabaret singer, Somers rose to national fame 

as the host of the long-running comedy-variety show Hey Hey It‟s Saturday. 

 

Starting Television 

Somers started professional TV 
work on 14th July 1971, taking over 
as the presenter of an afternoon 
children‟s program called Cartoon 
Corner, which was previously 
„Skeeter‟s Cartoon Corner‟ hosted 
by James Kemsley (who went on to 
draw the famous Ginger Meggs 

comic strip for 23 years). 

Later that year, on 9th October 1971, 
Hey Hey It‟s Saturday started.    
Somers at first co-hosted with foot-
baller Peter McKenna but eight 
weeks later, his co-host became the 
pink hand-puppet Ossie Ostrich, who was operated by former In Melbourne     
Tonight staff writer Ernie Carroll. McKenna continued to appear on the show for 
some time. Originally created as a Saturday morning children‟s cartoon show, the 
program gradually expanded  in both size and scope. Soon, additional cast    
members joined, including booth announcer John Blackman, who also voiced 

many (unseen) characters, and, later, co-host Jacki MacDonald. 

The series‟ distinctive brand of irreverent humour soon attracted a sizable adult 
audience and by the mid-1980s it had become so popular that Nine made the  
unprecedented decision to move it to a primetime Saturday evening timeslot. At its 
height, Hey Hey It‟s Saturday was one of the most popular and consistently high-
rating series in the history of Australian television, winning many awards including 
three Gold Logie awards for Somers. In 1983, Somers was crowned King of 

Moomba with Edna Everage as his Court Jester. 

Hey Hey screened for twenty eight years (1971-1999) on the Nine Network across 
Australia. It had by then become an institution, so there was considerable shock 
when the Nine Network announced that the series was to be axed at the end of 

Ossie Ostrich with Daryl on Hey Hey It’s Saturday. 
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1999. During the five years after the show‟s demise in December 1999, Daryl  
Somers rarely made public appearances, with the exception of a court appear-
ance in 2001 to answer a drink driving charge (after which Somers admitted he 
was “…a bloody idiot”- a reference to a famous anti drunk driving advertising  
campaign of that time), and an appearance as a guest on the Network Ten      

program Rove Live. 

 

Dancing With the Stars 

In late 2004 Somers returned to the small screen when he made the move to sign 
with Nine‟s arch rival, the Seven Network, hosting Dancing with the Stars, a live 
program where 10 celebrities compete each week in a dance competition. On 30th 

November 2007 Somers announced that he would be leaving the show. 

In 2010 Channel 9 decided once more to resurrect the original Hey Hey It‟s      
Saturday format with Daryl once again as host. However, one major change took 

place with the show airing live on a Wednesday evening instead of Saturday.  

Daryl Somers has always been a fine ambassador of Geelong, and a loyal       

supporter of the Geelong Football Club where he is the Number One ticket holder. 

List of TV programs 

 
Hey Hey it’s Saturday,1971-1999,2009,2010 

Host and Producer 

The Graham Kennedy Show 1970s regular   
artist 

The Don Lane Show,1970s regular artist 

Family Feud,1980-1982 Host 

The Daryl Somers Show,1982-1983 Host 

Blankety Blanks,Host,1985 

TV Week Logie Awards,Host,1988,1991,1996-
1998,2006 

New Faces,Host and Producer,1989 

The Russell Gilbert Show,Producer,1998 

Dancing with the Stars,Host,2004-2007 
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The suburb of Norlane was named after Norman Lane, a local 
serviceman from the district who died working on the Burma Thai Railway 
in 1943, after being captured in Singapore (see below). Reportedly, he 
was the first casualty of World War 2 from the Shire of Corio 

The Norlane Post Office opened on 17 December 1945 as development of 
the suburb began. In 1947 the Housing Commission of Victoria began its 
house-building program in Norlane, providing accommodation for families 
unable to rent or to afford the purchase of their own home. By 1976 when 
its program was completed there were 
2,464 commission houses available for 
low income renters. Much of the housing 
was for employees at the nearby Ford 
Motor Company, International Harvester 
and Pivot phosphate factories. 

Many of the houses built in Norlane were 
prefabricated units imported from the 
Netherlands and France. Today these 
original prefabricated houses are being 
demolished to make way for newer   
government funded brick units. 

 

Norman J. Lane enlisted in July 1940 and served in the army at   

Singapore. On February 15, 1942 he was taken prisoner by the Japanese 

and transported to Changi Prison along with 50,000 other prisoners of war. 

 In April he was moved to Adam Park Camp to work on road building and 

for some of that time drove a steam roller. He was returned to Changi in 

December. He was then sent to Thailand in April 1943 with 'F' Force and 

shared the agony of the 200 mile forced march from Ban Pong to Shimo 

Konkurie Camp. He discussed 

escape to India with mate Jim 

Boyle, but no POW's were ever 

successful in their escape      

attempts from Thailand or 

Burma.  

 He was forced to work in a river 

for 12 hours a day in Shimo 

Konkurie Camp where he con-

tracted pneumonia and eventu-

ally died on September 20, 1943. 

Norlane area– looking south in 1925 

The Princes Highway at Norlane in 1962 
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IS NEAR APOLLO BAY, VICTORIA. 
 
IT HAS GIANT TREES AND FERNS. AND WONDER-
FUL VIEWS OF WATERFALLS RUNNING DOWN 
THE HILLS. 

THERE ARE CREEKS WITH PLAYFUL ANIMALS                                             
SUCH AS PLATYPUS AND FROGS, ETC. 

THE AREA HAS KOOKABURRAS SINGING AS 
WELL. SOMETIMES THEY SOUND LIKE THEY ARE IN SURROUND-SOUND 
AND CAN BE SEEN IN THE TREES THROUGHOUT THE LUSH GREEN       
FOREST. 

THERE IS AN AREA WHERE YOU CAN HAVE                                                         
A PICNIC OR BBQ. THERE ARE EVEN BED & 
BREAKFAST PLACES TO STAY AT. 

TO GET TO PARADISE 

YOU NEED TO DRIVE TO APOLLO BAY THEN 
TURN RIGHT AND FOLLOW THE BARHAM 
RIVER ROAD WHICH WILL TAKE YOU TO THE 
PICNIC GROUNDS AND MARRINERS FALLS.                              

IT IS AN HOUR WALK TO THE WATERFALLS 
SO MAKE SURE YOU BRING SOME FOOD, 
WATER AND OF COURSE, A CAMERA . 

Marriners Falls 

Typical B&B setting 

Kookaburras 

Koalas 

Platypus 
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The Siamese is one of the first distinctly recognized breeds of Oriental cat. 

The exact origins of the breed are unknown, but it is believed to come 

from Southeast Asia, and is said to be descended from the sacred temple 

cats of Siam (now Thailand). In Thailand, where they are one of several 

native breeds, they are called Wichien-Maat (a name meaning “Diamond 

Gold”). In the twentieth century the Siamese cat became one of the most 

popular breeds in Europe and North America. 
 

History:- 

The pointed cat known in the west as “Siamese” is one of  

several breeds of cats from Siam described and illustrated in 

manuscripts called “Tamra Maew” (Cat Poems), estimated 

to have been written in the 1700s. A Siamese named 

Wankee born in 1895 in Hong Kong became the first U.K. 

Siamese champion in 1898. 

The original Siamese imports were, like  their descendants 

in Thailand today, medium-sized, rather long bodies,    

muscular, graceful cats with moderately wedged-shaped 

heads and ears that were comparatively large but in propor-

tion to the size of the head. The cats ranged from rather sub-

stantial to rather slender but were not extreme in either way. 
 

Modern Development:- 
In the 1950s-1960s, as the Siamese was increasing in popu-

larity, many breeders and cat show judges began to favour 

the more slender look and as a result of generations of selective breeding, 

created increasingly long, fine-boned, narrow-headed cats. Eventually the 

modern show Siamese was bred to be extremely elongated, with thin,   

tubular bodies, long slender legs, a very long, very thin tail that tapers 

gradually into a point and long, narrow, wedge-shaped heads topped by 

extremely large, wide-set ears. 

The major cat organisations altered language and/or interpretation of their 

official breed standards to favour this newer streamlined type of Siamese, 

and the minority of breeders who stayed with the original style, found that 

their cats were no longer competitive in the show ring. By the mid-1980s, 

cats of the original style had disappeared from cat shows, but a few   
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breeders continued to breed and register them, resulting in today‟s two 

types of Siamese-the modern “Show Style” Siamese and the “Traditional” 

Siamese, both descended from the same distant ancestors, but with few or 

no recent ancestors in common. 

Several different breeders‟ organisations have developed, with differing 

breed standards and requirements (such as whether or not cats must have 

documented proof of ancestry). Partially due to such disagreements, there 

are several different names used for the cats including, “Traditional      

Siamese,” “Old Style Siamese,” “Classic Siamese,” and “Apple Heads.” 
 

    Temperament:- 
The Siamese are affectionate and intelligent cats, renowned 

for their social nature. Many enjoy being with people and 

are sometimes described as “extroverts”. As there is extro-

vert Siamese, there also are some that have very sensitive 

and nervous temperaments. Those individuals may not   

easily adapt to the changes of their environment. They do 

have a great need for human companionship. Often they 

bond strongly to a single person. Most Siamese like to have 

other sociable cats for company and do not thrive as only 

cats owned by people who are gone most of the day. 

The Siamese are extremely vocal, with a loud, low-pitched 

voice-known as “Meezer” (from which they get one of their 

nicknames) that has been compared to the cries of a human 

baby, and persistent in demanding attention. These cats are 

typically active and playful, even as adults. They are less 

active at night than most cats. Unlike many other blue-eyed 

white cats, Siamese cats do not have reduced hearing     

ability. 
 

Famous Siamese cats:- 

Real- 

„Nemo‟, travelling companion of British Prime Minister Harold Wilson. 

„Marcus‟ was briefly owned by James Dean. 

„Shan Shein‟, White House cat owned by Gerald Ford‟s daughter. 
 

Fictional- 

In Garfield-The Movie, „Nermal‟ is a Siamese cat. 

„Isis‟, Cat Woman‟s pet appears as a Siamese in Crypto the Super-Dog. 

„Shun Gong‟ is a Siamese that appears in the movie The Aristocats. 
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The You Yangs are a series of granite ridges that rise above the Werribee 
Plain. The main ridge runs roughly North-South for about 9 km, with a 
lower extension running for about 15 km to the West. Contrary to popular 
belief, the You Yangs are not an extinct volcano but a mass of solidified 
magma that has become exposed over thousands of years. Much of the 
southern parts of the ranges are protected by the You Yangs Regional 
Park. 

Although only 352m high (Flinders Peak), they dominate the landscape 
and are clearly identifiable from nearby Geelong, Melbourne and beyond. 
The foothills to the north of the peaks are home to Ford Australia's proving 
ground. 

The name 'You Yang' comes from the Aboriginal words 'Wurdi Youang' or 
'Ude Youang' meaning 'big mountain in the middle of a plain'. Aboriginal 
people enlarged natural hollows in the rocks to form wells that held water 
even in dry seasons. Explorer Matthew Flinders was the first European to 
visit the You Yangs. On 1

st
 May 1802, he and three of his men climbed to 

the highest point. He named it 'Station Peak' but this was later changed to 
Flinders Peak in his honour. 

Getting there — 

You Yangs Regional Park is 55 km south-west of Melbourne and 22 km 
north of Geelong. From Geelong, drive north through Lara and follow the 
sign-posts. From Melbourne, access to the park from the Geelong-
Melbourne Freeway is clearly sign-posted via Little River or Lara. From the 
park entrance the sealed Turntable Drive (one way traffic) leads to many 
of the main picnic areas. Camping is not permitted in the You Yangs.  
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Bunjil 
According to the Kulin, Wurundjeri and Bunurong Aboriginal tribes, 
Bunjil is the name of the supreme god and creator of mankind. In 
the Aboriginal dreamtime, Bunjil and his family sheltered in a cave 
in North-Western Victoria before being blown into the sky by Bellin-
bellin, the keeper of the wind. He and his family now look down on 
earth as stars in the sky. He is represented on earth as an eagle. 
In March 2006 a geoglyph was completed at the You Yangs that 
represents Bunjil. Made of 1,500 tonnes of rock it is 100m wide. It 
can be clearly seen from the path that climbs to the top of Flinders 
Peak. 

Things to do at the You Yangs* 

Enjoy a picnic or barbecue. 

Walk to Flinders Peak, the highest point in the You Yangs. On a clear 

day you can see Mount Macedon, the Brisbane Ranges, Geelong, 
Corio Bay and the tall buildings of Melbourne. At the top you will be 
standing where Matthew Flinders stood 208 years ago in 1802. 

See the Aboriginal rock wells on Big Rock. 

Try to identify some of the 200 or more birds in the area. 

Take the Great Circle Drive which takes you to many features around 

the park. 

Two cycling trails weave through the park– One, easy for family groups

(20km), the other for advanced riders (40km). 

*Spring and summer are the best times to visit. 
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Elephants are magnificent  

creatures. They are the largest land
-living mammal in the world, with 
the  African and the Asian elephants being the only two surviving species 
of large mammals now living. On average elephants can live up to sev-
enty years old, however due to poaching and the constant clearing of for-
ests and natural habitats which result in human-elephant conflict over 
resources, many wild elephants are no longer reaching this age span. 

The oldest Asian elephant in Australia was ‘Jesse’ who lived at Taronga 
Zoo in Sydney up until 1939. She was 69 years old when she died. 

The social lives of male and female elephants are very different. Females 
spend their entire lives in tightly knit family groups made up of mothers, 
daughters, sisters and aunts. These groups are led by the eldest female, 
or matriarch. Adult males live mostly solitary lives. The elephant’s        
gestation period is 22 months, the longest of any land animal. At birth it 
is common for an elephant calf to weigh 120 kilograms (260 lb). The calf 
drinks milk from its mother up until it is about two years old. A new calf is 
usually the centre of attention for herd members, and all the adults in the 
group will help look after the calf, and teach it new things as it grows. 

All elephants have trunks which they use to help them pick up food, suck 
up water and give themselves dust baths. Elephants also keep themselves 
cool by flapping their ears. 

Elephants are portrayed as being gentle giants, but are among the 
world’s most dangerous animals. News reports from Africa and the Sub-
continent regularly report humans killed by elephants. They can crush 
and kill any other land animal, even the rhinoceros. 

An animal graveyard is a place where older elephants instinctively direct 
themselves when they reach a certain age. They then die there alone, 
away from the group. 
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Elephant Facts 
elephants spend about 16 hours a day eating. 
elephants can live for up to 70 years. 
they live in tight social units led by an older matriarch. 
female  elephants  spend  their  entire  lives  living  in  

   large groups called herds. 
male elephants leave the herd between the ages of 12-15 years. 
elephants use their tusks for    
digging and finding food. 
female elephants start to have 
calves when they are between 10-
20 years old. 
female elephants are pregnant for 
22 months. 
an elephants tusks continue to 
grow throughout their life. 
an elephant trunk has no bones. 
Nearly 150,000 muscles and 
nerves provide flexibility. 
the trunk of an Asian elephant 
can hold up to 8.5 litres of water. 

“Australia’s baby elephants” 
The first two elephant calf’s were 
born at Taronga Zoo, both males,  

Luk Chai (meaning “son”)  who was 
born on the 4th of July 2009, then 

there was Pathi Harn (“miracle”) 
who was born on the 10th March 
2010. Then, on the 16th Jan 2010 

Melbourne Zoo welcomed a baby girl  
who was named Mali (“jasmine 

flower”). We are still waiting  for 
news from Melbourne Zoo as they 
are awaiting the arrival of their    

second elephant calf. 
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94.7 The Pulse 

94.7 The Pulse started out in 1984 with 
v a r i o u s  t e s t  t r a n s m i s s i o n s                                 
in the Geelong area. 

In 1988 they applied for a community 
radio license and when they were 
granted a   full-time license on May 1, 
1988 they started broadcasting around 
the Greater Geelong area on the        
frequency 100.3FM. Their call sign was 
then known as YYR-FM. 

They had various name changes before 
changing to the frequency 94.7FM. They 

also settled on the name 94.7 The Pulse. 

In 2005 94.7 The Pulse had a change of ownership, and it is now                                   
owned and operated by Diversitat in Geelong. 

With a renewed focus on community involvement the station has devel-
oped various programs for different ethnic, culture and language groups. 

It transmits live to air from 6am in the morning until 12pm midnight, 
seven days a week and is based at 68-70 Little Ryrie Street in Geelong. 

The community station has a variety of programs such as: 

Fishing 8am—10am Saturday 

Sport  11am—1pm Saturday 

At 6pm-10pm on both weekdays and weekends you will hear music of 
various styles, from the 1950`s to current 
hits including dance, country, and rock & 
roll. 

Each week-day evening the station also  
includes programming in up to 12 different 
language's to link with Geelong’s growing   
migrant population. 

They also have a bus which can broadcast 
programs and events live across Geelong.  

They can be found on the web at 
www.947thepulse.com 

Gary Dalton, Station Manager with some of his 
team behind the microphone. 
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Anaemia (from Ancient Greek meaning lack of blood) is a       

decrease in the normal number of red blood cells in the blood, or 

having a lower than normal quantity of haemoglobin (The part in 

the red blood cells that carry oxygen.) 

Signs and Symptoms 

Anaemia goes undetected in many people, 

and symptoms can be minor or vague. A 

person with anaemia often looks very pale 

and may also experience: 

fatigue 

weak and rapid pulse 

thirst 

faintness 

dizziness, particularly when the person 

stands up 

shortness of breath, particularly on exertion; and racing 

heart or palpitations, particularly on exertion. 

How do I know if I have it? 

Your doctor can give you a simple blood tests that will allow the 

detection and cause of your anaemia to be identified. 

Treatments 

Treatment will vary depending on the cause of the anaemia. 

However, iron deficiency is a common catalyst that is easily 

treated. After a diagnosis of iron deficiency, a search is made for 

internal bleeding which could be the primary reason for anaemia 

in non-menstruating women and adult men. After stopping or 

eliminating internal bleeding as a source of blood loss, mild to 

moderate iron deficiency anaemia can be treated by taking iron 

tablets. Vitamin C aids in the body’s ability to absorb iron, so 

taking oral iron supplements with orange juice is of benefit. 

If you think you have anaemia DO NOT medicate yourself. Seek 

treatment from a qualified health professional. 

Red Blood Cells 
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Perhaps more than any other man, Captain Foster Fyans 
could lay claim to being the founder of the city of Geelong. 

Early History 

The son of John and Margaret Fyans, Foster was baptized on 
September 5, 1790 as an Anglican in Dublin, Ireland. At 
twenty years of age he joined the British Army, seeing hard 
service in Spain. In 1817 he was sent to India with the army 
and survived a cholera outbreak that killed 87% of his 1,000 
strong regiment. In 1833 he joined the 4th Regiment at Syd-
ney, New South Wales, and was posted to the penal colony on Norfolk Island as 
captain of the guard. He later became commandant at the Moreton Bay convict 
settlement (near Brisbane). 

Fyans retired from the army in 1837, preserving his rank as Captain. Soon after arriv-
ing in Sydney he was invited by Governor Richard Bourke to travel to Geelong, in the 
Port Phillip District of NSW,* to take up the post of police magistrate of the area and 
to investigate the “trespass” by squatters on crown land in the areas around       
Geelong. (Originally the area was named ‘Corayo’ but had recently been re-named 
‘Geelong’ by Bourke.) He left Sydney and sailed for the fledgling town of Melbourne 
(originally known by its aboriginal name as ‘Bare-brass’), and after a three day walk 

Fyans arrived in Geelong. 

He established himself on the Moora-
bool River at the site of present-day 
Fyansford. Today, the Fyansford  
Hotel sits on the site of his first 
house. With a support staff of 15, 
Fyans set about the task of establish-
ing the town of Geelong. In addition 
to providing law and order, he also 
helped surveyor Robert Hoddle lay 
out the town’s roads and services. 

One of his first achievements was to 
construct a rock ford across the   

Barwon River in late 1837, which gave name to the area now known as Breakwater, 
an eastern industrial and residential suburb of Geelong. The ford, build 6 inches 
(15cm) taller than the high tide, stopped salt water from the sea flowing further 
upstream, thus providing the town with a reservoir of fresh river water. 

1790—1870 

Captain Foster Fyans 

*Victoria was only made a separate State from New South Wales in 1855. 

Foster Fyans– Achievements 

Captain of the guard at Norfolk Island. 

Commandant at the Moreton Bay convict settle-
ment. 

Geelong’s first police magistrate. 1837-40; 1849-53 

Constructed a rock ford across the Barwon River in 
1837, which gave name to the area now known as 
Breakwater. 

Commissioner of crown lands for the Portland Bay 
pastoral district  of New South Wales. 1840-49 

Organised The Geelong Town Council’s first       
elections. 1849 
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 In 1840 he was appointed as commissioner of crown lands for the Portland Bay  
district, an area half the size of England. His duties included making government      
returns for the licensed runs and their occupants, receiving their annual £10 licence 
fee, and maintaining law and order between the squatters and the aborigines. His 
job required much travel, and when he later retired he wrote that, along with his 
faithful horse, Peter he had travelled 35,000 miles (56,000km). He also ran his own 
cattle station west of Lake Colac, later selling this before settling back in Geelong. 

In January 1843 aged 53 Fyans married Elizabeth Alice Cane, who was nearly half his 
age. Elizabeth eventually gave birth to three daughters and a son. 

Captain Fyans lived beside the 
Moorabool River at Fyansford 
until, in 1845, he purchased 158 
acres (64 hectares) of land in 
what is now Newtown. He called 
the property where he built his 
home, ‘Bell-bird Balyang’. The 
site is now known as Balyang 
Sanctuary.  (See ‘Balyang Sanctu-
ary’ on page 22.) 

 

Fyans as a magistrate. 

In 1849 Fyans was reappointed 
police magistrate and also 
helped establish the Geelong 
Town Council. During his time as 
police magistrate Fyans had to deal with many issues. Drunkenness was a constant 

problem in the area and the usual punishment for offenders 
was to spend two hours in the stocks. One case involved a 
woman who had offended several times over a two week pe-
riod. The woman was locked up in the stocks for 72 hours “for 
her own safety.” 

Originally, Fyans saw himself as a protector of Aboriginals how-
ever over time, he found himself becoming the protector of 
the settlers. White settlers’ lack of understanding of the     
aboriginal way of life led to many cases of conflict in which 
British laws were enforced. Murder and even cannibalism 
were reported to Fyans to deal with. 

In 1853, following the discovery of gold in Victoria Foster Fyans 
retired, and began to write his recollections. He died at his 
Geelong home ‘Balyang’ on 23 May 1870, aged 80. His grave 
can be found in East Geelong cemetery. None of Captain Fyans 
descendants are known to be living in the Geelong region. 

Tragedy Strikes 
Foster Fyans wife, Elizabeth, died in March 1858, aged 
42 from apoplexy (stroke). 
A few months after Elizabeth’s passing tragedy struck 
again. Fyans’ youngest daughter Rosabel was 10 years 
old. She was mute and suffered from a mild mental 
disability. Rosabel’s carer, Mrs. Wicks, who had looked 
after her for 5 years, briefly left her unattended and 
upon returning found  that the girl had set herself on 
fire. The carer applied oil and turpentine to the burns 
and sent for Foster Fyans to return home, all to no 
avail. At the subsequent inquest into the death it was 
found that a box of matches were found beside the 
girl. 
These two events effected Fyans deeply. 

The grave of Foster Fyans 
in the Eastern Cemetery 
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Balyang Sanctuary 
In 1845 Foster Fyans purchased, at the first Government land sale, the 
area currently occupied by the Balyang Sanctuary. It was on this land that 

he built his second and final home, ‘Bell-
bird Balyang,’ named in remembrance of a 
young  aboriginal who accompanied him in 
the early days of the Geelong settlement. 
The land, which was low lying and subject to 
flooding, was mainly used for grazing.     
Today, a sundial, near the Shannon Avenue 
bridge, marks the location of Bell-bird     
Balyang. 

The sundial at Balyang Sanctuary, marking 
the site of the home of Foster Fyans. 

Shannon A
venue 

Barw
on    

    
  R

iv
er 

Location of the sundial 
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Geelong– 150 years ago this month 

Saturday, September 1. 

“The football match to-day is being 

played with much spirit, in a paddock 

off the Western-road, near the Argyle 

Hotel*. The Melbourne club won the 

toss, and selected the east or weather 

end of the paddock, and as there was a 

pretty stiff breeze from the eastward, 

the advantage the Melbourne club 

gained was very material - equal, I 

should say, to a majority of five men.” 

(The Argus, Monday 3 September, 1860 p.5) 

Postscript: This game consisted of 25 

men on each side. After 3 hours of play 

the game finished in a scoreless draw. 

The game was noted for its aggression. 
 

*Today: In Aberdeen St, before Pakington St. 

 

Tom Wills– credited with organising 

the first game of Australian Rules 

Football 2 years earlier in 1858. 

 

Norlane High School is one of the main Year 7-10 schools in 
the Northern Geelong Suburbs. Located in Cox Road, Norlane 

West, it was established in 
1957 but received its first stu-
dents in 1958. After more 
buildings were added it was 
officially opened on November 
21, 1960. 
Many local residents have fond memories 
of time spent at this school, however, the 
school has been earmarked for closure. 
Next year (2011) only years 8-9 will be 
catered for as year 10 students will be 
cared for by the Corio Bay Senior       
College, and year 7 students will be 
cared for by their respective Primary 
Schools. In 2012 Norlane High School 
will finally close. Aerial view of Norlane High School 
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Iguanas can stay under water for up to thirty minutes. 

When a giraffe’s baby is born it falls from a height of six 

feet, normally without being hurt. 

The temperature of the saltwater crocodile's egg will 

determine the sex of the new born crocodile. 

Sharks need to swim, or they will sink! 

A mother dingo regurgitates food for her puppies. 

Bats always turn left when exiting a cave. 

Fingerprints of koalas are similar (in pattern, shape and 

size) to the fingers of humans.  

“Jaws” is the most common name for a goldfish. 

The total combined weight of the worlds ant population 

is heavier than the weight of the human population. 

Elephants are the only animals that can’t jump. 

The flea can jump 350 times it’s body length. For a     

human, that would be equivalent to jumping the length 

of a football field. 

Kangaroos cannot walk backwards. 

A platypus has venom strong enough to kill a small dog. 

About this brochure: 
This brochure has been produced as a community service by participants in the Work For The Dole 
scheme at Workskil- Corio branch office. This is part of a Job Services Australia initiative. 
All comments and views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the participants in the 
scheme and not necessarily the views of Workskil or Job Services Australia. 
If you have any comments about information contained in this brochure, or suggestions for future 
brochures within the Geelong area please write to:  Workskil WFTD 
       Unit 1001 Corio Shopping Centre.  

          Bacchus Marsh Rd. Corio 3214 
 Ph: (03) 5245 3000 


