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Travelling around Geelong, 
it is still common to see 
evidence of the major   
impact that early wealth 
had on growth within the 
district. One such example 
that still remains today is 
the property named      
Barwon Bank, located at 35 
Riversdale Road, Newtown. Barwon Bank is an important early Victorian    

mansion house and one of few documented works in Victoria. 

When gold was discovered at Ballarat in 1851, Barwon Bank is first   
mentioned as a property 12.5 acres [4 hectares] in size and surrounded 
by railing fences in good order. Located on a hill above the flood level, 
and providing beautiful views of the Barwon River and across to the   
Barrabool Hills, the land would have been attractive to any new        
land-owner in the district. However, when offered for sale by auction, 
there were no bids—all had gone to Ballarat to seek their fortune on the 
goldfields. Finally, twelve months later when offered for sale again, 

Geelong solicitor, John Alexander Gregory purchased the land. 

Over the next 4 years, between 1853-1856, Gregory built an 18-room 
stone mansion with extensive gardens on the property. Thomas R.     
Yabsley was the architect for this colonial regency style single storey 
attic house, built of basalt with contrasting Barrabool freestone      
dressings and dominated by a massive Doric portico and battlemented 

bay windows. 

Upon completion in 1856, the colonial regency style 
mansion was considered to be "the finest specimen of 
architecture in the western district." John Gregory   

occupied the mansion less than one year before selling. 

The next listed owner is Robert Bruce Ronald. Like 
most early settlers in Geelong, they did not go to    
hospital to give birth to their children, but women gave 
birth at home with the help of their neighbours, or  
perhaps a local midwife. In July 1859 Robert Ronald 

became father to a daughter born at the house. 

A matter of months later, the property was again sold, 
this time to solicitor, Joseph Martyr and his wife. The Mr. David Beath 
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 Martyr family lived at Barwon Bank 
for at least seven years. During 
that time the family expanded with 
the birth of three sons, in 1860, 
1862, and 1864 respectively. Sadly, 
their second son born in 1862 died 
after only three months, not      
uncommon for the times, when 
living conditions, disease, poor  
nutrition and limited health care 

brought many young children to an untimely death. 

Being one of the largest homes in the area, Barwon Bank also played 
host to a number of social functions for people living in the surrounding 
district. David Beath, who later became one of the most prominent  
businessmen in Melbourne married his wife, Catherine Bowden of Barwon 
Heads, on April 14, 1863 at Barwon Bank. After shifting to Melbourne, 
the two remained married for over 60 years, celebrating their diamond 

wedding anniversary in 1923. 

The last mention of the Martyr family at Barwon Bank is when Joseph 
Martyr himself died on November 25, 1867. Despite this tragedy, the 
family most likely remained in the home—15 years later, in June 1883 an 
advertisement seeking employment for a young man named George   
living at Barwon Bank may have been for one of Joseph Martyrs boys, 

now grown up and ready to leave home. 

By 1893, musical director, S. McBurney is listed as living at Barwon Bank. 
He played a prominent role in developing the musical talents of many 

young ones in the area, especially at State School level. 

Early in the 20th Century, wool grower P. Smith took over as master of 
Barwon Bank, but it was the property’s proximity to the textile mills 
that finally saw textile workers, like Alice Wellam, and her sister Myra   

take ownership. 

Today, the old mansion is in 
need of constant maintenance 
to be able to shine as it did in 
the early glory days of        
Geelong. However, without a 
doubt, the walls of this old 
home would have many stories 
to tell about life and death 
through the generations of  

local Geelong residents. 
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Born on August 28, 1913 in Newtown, Geelong, 
Lindsay Hassett became an outstanding cricketer 
for Victoria and Australia. Standing at only 168cm 
( 5‘ 6‖ ) tall, Hassett was an elegant middle order 
batsman, described by Wisden* as, ―a master of 
nearly every stroke… His superb timing, nimble 
footwork and strong wrists enabled him to make 
batting look a simple matter.‖ 

As a youngster growing up in Geelong, Lindsay and 
his five brothers would play three-a-side cricket 
matches in their backyard, with Lindsay imitating his 
idol, test cricketer Bill Ponsford. Later, Hassett   
attended the Geelong College and made the First 

XI at the age of 14. During his five years in the team he amassed 2,335 runs 
and was captain for three years. Showing his sporting versatility, he led the 
school‘s football team for three seasons and also won the Victorian Public 
Schools singles championship at tennis. 

During the 1930-31 summer, and while still at school, Hassett played for the 
South Melbourne First XI in Melbourne‘s district cricket competition. A month 
after his debut for South Melbourne, he was selected for his first representa-
tive match. Batting for the Victorian Country XI against the touring West Indies 
team, Hassett scored 147 not out. After being overlooked for further state  
honours for a season, he made his first class debut against South Australia in 
February 1933, but failed, scoring a total of 25 runs in four innings. As a result 
he was overlooked for the next two seasons. 

Recalled in 1935, at age 22 Hassett consolidated his place 
in the team through consistency rather than high scores. 
The following season he led Victoria‘s batting average 
scoring 503 runs with an average score of 71.85 runs. 

In 1937-38, Hassett made 693 first class runs including his 
first century and five fifties at an average of 53.30. Despite 
having only one first class century to his name he managed 
to scrape into Australia‘s team for the 1938 tour of England. 
Hassett proved himself early with scores of 43, 146, 148 
and 220 not out, as Australia won their first four matches by 
an innings. Despite failing to pass 30 in his next four      
innings, he was selected to make his Test debut at Notting-
ham in the first match of the Ashes series. Hassett had an 
ignominious debut, scoring one and two in a high scoring 

*Wisden Cricketers' Almanack is a cricket reference book published annually in the United 
Kingdom. It is considered by some the world's most famous sports reference book. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricket
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 draw in which almost 1,500 runs were scored. He then scored 56 and 42 at 
Lords in the drawn Second Test. The Third Test was abandoned without a ball 
being bowled due to rain. In a low scoring Fourth Test, Australia were chasing 
105 runs to win when they slumped to 3/50. Hassett came to the crease as an 
approaching storm threatened to end the game early or at least make the pitch 
difficult to bat on (no pitch covers in those days). Hassett calmly hit 33 runs 
from 36 balls, to guide Australia to a five wicket win earning himself a         
reputation of being calm under pressure. He was later described by Sir Donald 
Bradman as a ―masterful player‖. 

The eruption of World War Two interrupted Hassett‘s       
progress. With first class cricket cancelled, he enlisted in the 
Second Australian Imperial Force, serving in the Middle East 
and New Guinea. At the end of the war he was chosen to 
captain the Australian Services cricket team that played 
―Victory Tests‖ in England during the months immediately 
following Victory in Europe Day. Hassett was the only 
capped Test player in the team and his men unexpectedly 
drew the series 2-2 against an English team consisting of 
Test cricketers. The series helped to re-establish the game 
in England, India and Australia in the aftermath of the war. 

At the advanced age of 32, Hassett began his Test cricket 
career in earnest and became a more sedate, cautious 
player who often frustrated spectators with his slow scoring. From 1946-47 
onwards, he served as Sir Don Bradman‘s vice captain for three series,      
including the Invincibles tour of England in 1948. He then succeeded the   
retired Bradman as Australian captain in 1949 and presided over a successful 
team that gradually aged and declined. He had a poker face, and this       
benefited him as a captain. Even his teammates sometimes found it hard to 
discern his mood or thinking. 

After an unbeaten tour of South Africa that saw a 4-0 triumph in the Tests, 
Hassett led the Australians to 4-1 home win over England in the 1950-51 
Ashes series. Two years later, Hassett‘s team lost the 1953 Ashes series, 
finally ending Australia‘s 19 year ascendancy. At the age of 40 he promptly 
retired following a final testimonial match after returning to Australia. 

After retiring from cricket, Hassett joined the ABC as a radio cricket           
commentator in 1956, remaining in that position until 1981. He is still well-
remembered by older generations for his measured voice and insight into the 
game he passionately loved. 

Hassett had married Tessie Davis, a Geelong accountant, in 1942 and they 
had two daughters. In his final years, he moved to 
Batehaven, near Batemans Bay on the south coast of 
New South Wales to pursue his love of fishing. He 
sadly died there in 1993. 

The MCG has a 190-
seat function room 
named in Lindsay 
Hassett’s honour. 

Lindsay Hassett– in 
uniform during WWII. 
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Last Spring, the gardens around Geelong    

sparkled with colour and dizzying perfume as sunshine and regular   

rainfall brought out the best that nature had to offer. Among the most 

popular of plants found would have to be lavender. Yet, many enthusias-

tic gardeners may know little about this wonderful plant, and the oil it    

produces. 

Lavender oil is extracted mostly from the  flowers of lavender plant,   

primarily through steam distillation. The    

flowers of lavender are fragrant in nature and 

have been used for making potpourris 

throughout history. 

For centuries though, lavender has been used 

for more than its pleasing aroma. Why, it has 

even been credited with saving lives! For    

example, during the Great Plague of London in 

the 14th century, individuals fastened bunches 

of lavender to each wrist to protect themselves 

from the Black Death. Glove makers even 

scented their stocks of leather with lavender 

oil to ward off the disease. Today, we know 

the disease was transmitted by fleas, so the 

use of lavender (which is known as an  insect 

repellent) could very well have saved lives 

and prevented further spread of the plague. 

In addition to warding off annoying insects, 

what else can lavender do? 

A gentle sedative 

Lavender has been shown to promote relaxation and stress relief. In 

fact, the University of Michigan Health System reports the scent of     

lavender may be as beneficial as some sleep aids. Jeanne Rose, author 

of "375 Essential Oils and Hydrosols," includes lavender among plants 

with sedative properties. Additionally, a team at the University of    

Maryland Medical Center found that       

lavender stimulated the same part of the 

brain as sedative medications. 

So, to ease insomnia and promote 

deep sleep add several drops to a 

handkerchief or into a diffuser. Teas 

made from lavender flowers or drops 

of essential oil may also encourage 

peace of mind. 

Lavender is a herb—

While not normally used 

as a food enhancer like 

other well-known herbs, 

lavender is a plant      

valued for its perfume 

and medicinal properties. 
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A soothing lotion for the skin 

According to the National Association for Holistic    

Therapy, lavender oil contains anti-inflammatory and 

antibacterial properties. It is used by some to sooth 

and alleviate  skin conditions, including acne, eczema, 

closed wounds and fungal infections. However,       

lavender oil should never be applied directly to an 

open wound. 

     Pain relief 

Some people use lavender to ease painful  

conditions including migraine headaches, 

toothaches, sprains, nerve pain, sores, and 

joint pain. It is also used to relieve painful 

menstruation symptoms.  

Soaking in a bath with several drops of       

lavender oil added can relieve joint pain and 

sore muscles. 

How lavender oil is used 

Aromatherapy:  By inhalation, lavender is used 

as aromatherapy for insomnia, pain relief, and 

relaxation. 

In food:  In foods and beverages, lavender can 

be used as a flavour component, although this 

is not commonly done. 

Pharmaceutical use: Lavender is used in   

pharmaceutical products, primarily as an oil,  

but is also used as a fragrance ingredient in 

soaps, cosmetics, perfumes, potpourri, and decorations.* 

Throughout the centuries lavender has been prized by royalty. Charles VI 

of France demanded lavender-filled pillows wherever he went. Louis XIV 

also loved lavender and bathed in water scented with it. In England, 

Queen Elizabeth I of required lavender conserve at the royal table. 

Queen Victoria used a lavender deodorant, and both Elizabeth I and II 

used products from the famous lavender company, Yardley and Co. of 

London. 

If you enjoy the perfume of lavender, why not take a closer look at this 

amazing natural healing herb! 

*Many medicinal claims are made for lavender, including easing depression, 
flatulence, stomach ache, vomiting, nausea, hair loss, nervousness, poor        
circulation, improving mental well-being, treating burns, curing cancer, as well as 
being used as an anti-venom. Although users make these claims, Jillong Pocket 
does not endorse any medical treatment, and urges anyone with health       
symptoms to consult a qualified medical professional. 
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“Ring...Ring...Ring...” 
With the spread of modern communications, it may be difficult for some,        
especially the younger generation to imagine living in a time without telephones. 
Yet, it was only 134 years ago that telephones did not exist in Australia. If you 
wanted to communicate with someone you visited them and spoke to them   
personally. If they lived further away, you would have to send a letter. When 
Victoria was first settled, a letter between Geelong and Sydney took at least two 
weeks to deliver. Thus you could not receive a reply within a month. Alterna-
tively, after December 6, 1854 you could visit the Geelong Telegraph Office and 
pay a small fortune to use the “modern” technology of telegraphs, via Morse 
Code! But that all changed in 1877. 

In July 1877 experiments with the telephone were being conducted in             
Melbourne with limited success. Up until then, the best way to communicate by 
voice over distance was via a hollow pipe. However, this technique was limited 
to about 80 metres. Early telephones showed promise, and a report made to the 
Royal Society of Victoria was optimistic of telephone trials being conducted.  

Later, on December 6 that same year, it was reported 
that in Bendigo, telephones were being considered for 
use down in the mines as a way of improving communica-
tion, with the Adventure and Advance Mining Company 
being the first to offer to install trial telephones. 

However, it was in Geelong that the first confirmed use of 
telephones in Victoria was made in late December 1877. 
Mr. W. J. Thomas worked at the Geelong Customs House 
and lived in Skene Street, Newtown. At his home he had 
built two simple telephones and begun trials across his 
neighbourhood. The Geelong Advertiser reports: 

“We believe that Mr. W. J. Thomas deserves the credit of 
having been the first to introduce the telephone to Victoria... Yesterday afternoon 
a trial of the telephone was made, and the result was eminently satisfactory. A 
wire, three-quarters of a mile (1200 metres) in length, was run from Mr. Tho-
mas’s house, thence through an orchard, winding over the fruit trees, to a sum-
mer house about 30 or 40 yards from the main building. Conversations were car-
ried on between different persons in each room. The words could be distinctly 
heard and the voice of each person easily identified. A young lady sang one of the   
popular tunes of the day, each note being heard by the listener at the other end 
of the wire as easily as if he had remained in the same room as the vocalist... Mr. 
Thomas deserves to be complimented on his success, and yesterday’s experiment 
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  will no doubt lead to further tests of the wonderful powers of 
the telephone.” (December 28, 1877) The experiment was   
reported throughout Australia to much acclaim. 

Advancement in telephone technology expanded rapidly. A 
week later, on January 2, 1878 the Melbourne firm of Messrs 
McLean Bros. & Rigg connected their two stores– one in      
Elizabeth Street and the other 1200 metres away in Spencer Street with         
telephones made by local Melbourne man J. S. Edwards. 

The week after that, Mr. Thomas from Geelong was again in the headlines, this 
time connecting Geelong to Queenscliff, 31 kilometres away by telephone. The 
South Bourke and Mornington Journal reported on the event: 

“A tune played on the cornet at Geelong was plainly heard at Queenscliff; so also 
some violin playing, and the operator’s voice was distinctly transmitted in 
“Yankee Doodle” and other airs... Mr. W. J. Thomas was the operator.” 

It wasn’t long before Geelong was 
connected with Melbourne, and by 
1880 telephones were installed in 
many government offices for use by 
the public. In May 1880 a public    
telephone exchange was in the    
process of being set up in Melbourne, 
but it would be another 8 years      
before a public telephone system was 
set up in Geelong. To cover the cost 
of installing the system, the Govern-
ment initially proposed charging users 
the exorbitant figure of £10 per year 
for a minimum 5 years. However, 
when only 30 subscribers took up the 
offer (mainly big businesses) the   
government backed down and       
installed the system anyway.  

Initially, subscribers had to contact the exchange and give the name 
or number of the person they were wishing to communicate with to 
an operator who would manually connect the two of them together. 
However, on July 6, 1912 Geelong again made headlines when it   
installed the very first automated telephone exchange in the      
Southern Hemisphere, allowing people to connect directly with each 
other. Life in Geelong would be changed forever. 

“Oops, gotta go. My phone is ringing!” 

Disturbing the Peace! 
When the first telephone system was 
installed in Geelong in 1888 the Geelong 
Town Council refused to put a telephone 
in the Council Offices, claiming that the 
instrument would bother the Town 
Clerk. When they eventually (and very 
reluctantly) agreed to a telephone it was 
on the stipulation that it was installed in 
a separate room where its ringing bell 
would not disturb the Clerk. 
The Geelong police likewise objected to 
the installation of a telephone, anticipat-
ing being disturbed with constant trivial 
complaints from Geelong residents. 
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“What‟s the weather going to be like  
today?” asks my wife. I could switch on the TV 

and get Melbourne‟s forecast, but instead, I 

click over to geelongweather.com on the   
internet for a more accurate forecast for     

Geelong. 

Started in 2006, geelongweather.com is a    
privately run weather site that provides a range 

of data for the Geelong region. The data is 
gathered from weather stations situated in  

optimal positions for the highest accuracy possible. The site is powered by 

a Davis Vantage Pro2 weather station. The station comprises an         
anemometer (measuring wind speed and pressure), rain gauge, and 

thermo-hydrometer (measuring temperature and humidity). With data 
collected every five seconds and the site being updated every 10-90    

seconds, there is no more accurate source of up-to-date local weather 
information. 

Weather information for the current day 

includes temperature, sun and moon     

information, wind speed and pressure,  
atmospheric pressure, UV index, irrigation 

index, rainfall, humidity, solar energy and 
fire danger. The website also provides an in

-depth four day forecast for the Geelong 
region.  

Also available to view on the website is a rain radar, tracking incoming 

storms and weather fronts. An infrared satellite view and lightning tracker 

add to the comprehensive weather information. 

The website also provides details on local water 

storage levels at West Barwon Reservoir 

(Geelong‟s main water supply, between Colac and 
Apollo Bay), Wurdee Boluc Reservoir (Geelong‟s 

largest reservoir, near Winchelsea), and Lal Lal 
Reservoir (east of Clarendon). 

“Hmmm, looks like a chance of rain later in the 

day. You‟d better take an umbrella, honey.” 

The highest temperature 

recorded at the new 
weather station is 44.0°C on 

January 11, 2010. 

The lowest temperature was 

–1.2°C on July 8, 2009. 

Davis Vantage Pro2 data receiver 
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Henry Sutton was born on September 3, 1856, one 
of six children born to musically-gifted parents in 
Ballarat during the gold rush days. Educated by his 
mother in younger years, the shy and modest 
Henry studied unaided after the age of eleven.  
Interested in science and engineering, he had read 
all the scientific books in the well stocked Ballarat 
Mechanics‘ Institute before he was fourteen. 

Observations at the age of ten on the flutter of   
insect wings against smoked glass led to his     
theory on the flight of birds which he propounded 
in a paper later read to the Aeronautical Society of 
Great Britain and published in its annual report in 
1878 when he was aged 22. 

A year earlier, after Alexander Bell had received 
his patent for the telephone, Sutton 
devised and constructed more than 
twenty different telephone systems. 
Sixteen of them were patented by 
others. He rarely applied for patents 
himself, partly because he spurned 
material gain and wanted to 'benefit 
fellow workers in science.‘ 

His curiosity was insatiable. It        
appears he was the first person in 
Australia, if not the world to           
investigate various scientific applications of heavier-than-air flight, electric 
engines, dynamos, batteries, colour photography, electric lighting, and 
many more. A ‗workaholic,‘ Henry often would be surprised to see the sun 
coming up, having applied himself all night to his latest venture. He      
declared that ―eight hours' work won't lift a man in this world.‖  

He died of heart failure and kidney disease on July 28, 1912. 

Interested in the motor car, Sutton 
designed, built and drove two efficient 
vehicles with carburettors of his own 
invention. 
At a meeting of fifty-five motorists held 
at the Port Phillip Club on December 
9, 1903, Sutton moved the resolution 
that founded the Automobile Club of 
Victoria—now known as the RACV. 

With the goal of viewing the running of the Melbourne Cup in Ballarat, Henry   
Sutton developed the idea that would ultimately lead to television. Telephane was 
an invention that used telegraph lines to transmit visual information which was 
based on the scanning disc system developed by German inventor Paul Nipkow. 
The telephane system did not have a screen; the viewer had to look into a hole at 
the end of a long tube through which the signal was transferred. John Logie Baird 
later used Sutton‘s telephane invention to help develop the very first television. 
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“Wow! That dog is so big you could put a saddle on 

his back and ride him.” There is only one dog that 

commonly receives this suggestion—the Great Dane. 

The origins of the Great Dane breed are disputed, 

however, according to researcher Barbra Stein, “the 

breed originated in Germany, probably from a cross between the English 

mastiff and the Irish Wolfhound.” In Germany, Great Danes were used to 

hunt wild boar.  

However, other sources maintain that the breed originated in Denmark. In 

1749 French author and naturalist Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de      

Buffon was the first to described them by the name “le Grand                

Danois,” (translated as “Great Dane”). Up until the 20th Century the 

hound was variously referred to in as a Danish Dog, Board Hound, and 

Large Danish Hunting Hound. 

Appearance 

As described by the American Kennel Club, “The Great Dane combines, in 

its regal appearance, dignity, strength and elegance with great size and a 

powerful, well-formed, smoothly muscled body. It is one of the giant    

working breeds, but is unique in that its general conformation must be so 

well balanced that it never appears clumsy, and shall move with a long 

reach and powerful drive.”  

From year to year, the tallest living dog is typically a Great Dane. The     

current record holder is a blue Great Dane named Giant George [See box 

on opposite page]. 

Coat colours 

There are six show-acceptable coat colours for Great Danes: 

 Fawn: The colour is yellow gold with a black mask. Black should      

appear on the eye rims and eyebrows, and may appear on the ears. 

 Brindle: The colour is fawn and black in a chevron stripe pattern.     

Often also they are referred to as having a tiger stripe pattern. 

 Blue: The colour is a pure steel blue. 

 Black: The colour is a glossy black. 

 Harlequin: The base colour is pure white with black torn patches    

irregularly and well distributed over the entire body. 
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 Mantel: The colour is black and white with a solid black blanket ex-

tending over the body 

Temperament 

The Great Dane’s large and imposing appearance belies its friendly      

nature, with the breed often being referred to as a gentle giant. Great 

Danes are generally well-disposed toward other dogs, other non-canine 

pets and humans. 

However, when feeling threatened, some Great Danes have been known 

to attack humans. This is usually brought on by a person that is unfamiliar 

to the dog. Some breeds may chase or attack small animals, but this is not 

typical with Great Danes. 

Great Danes in popular culture 

 The Great Dane was named the state dog of Pennsylvania USA in 

1965. 

 Scooby-Doo, the famous Hanna-Barbera character, was based on a 

Great Dane by animation designer Iwao Takamoto. 

 The Great Dane “Marmaduke” is a newspaper comic strip drawn by 

Brad Anderson from 1954 to the present day. 

Giant George 

 6 years old, born November 17, 2005 

 Sleeps on a Queen Size Bed ... alone 

 Consumes 50kg of food every month 

 Has to bend over to drink out of the 

kitchen faucet 

Weighing in at over 110kg and standing 

109 centimetres tall, Giant George is the 

Guinness World Record Holder for Tallest 

Living Dog & Tallest Dog Ever. Owned by 

David and Christine Nasser, Giant George 

comes from Tucson, Arizona in the USA. 

"In my 45 years of experience working 

with giant breed dogs, without question, 

George is the tallest and largest dog I 

have ever seen."   Dr. William Wallace, 

Buena Pet Clinic, Tucson Arizona. 
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The new $31 million 
Leisurelink Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre is 
located on the corner 
of Princess Highway 
and Pioneer Road in 
Waurn Ponds. Leisure-
link‘s year round water 
park will provide endless entertainment for kids of all ages. 

The adventure park is heaps of fun for bigger kids while the splash pad is 
a great space for tiny-tots to enjoy. To really get the adrenaline pumping 
there are two exciting waterslides to take you on a journey to remember. 

Leisurelink Facilities 
The centre has a spa, sauna and 
state of the art gym with extensive 
floor space and a wide range of 
cardio and strength equipment. 
Three group exercise rooms house 
Les Mills, freestyle, cycle and mind-body classes. 

A café featuring a large seated area overlooks the water areas. A Kids 
Club (fully registered crèche) welcomes children from six weeks to nine 
years old. Change rooms have separate wet and dry areas plus family and 
unisex accessible rooms. 

The 8-lane 50m main pool with ramp access which can be divided into two 
25m pools. There is also a multi-use program pool with warm water and 
ramp access. A learners pool caters for Learn to Swim classes, and     
recreation and  toddlers pool round out the facilities. 

All children under the age of ten must be actively supervised by a parent 
or guardian over the age of 
sixteen years at all times.  
Parents or Guardians are to 
accompany children under 
five into the water and remain 
within arms reach of the child 
at all times. 

 

Leisurelink Open Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 6:00am to 9:00pm 
Friday: 6:00am to 8:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am to 7:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am to 7:00pm 

Leisurelink Entry Prices 
Adult – $5.60 
Concession – $3.80 
Adult with child under 5 years – $3.80 
Swimming Adult with child 5-18 years – $7.60 
Spectator with child aged 5-18 years – $5.60 
Family (2 Adults and up to 3 children) – $16.50 
Spectator – $1.80 
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Waterpark Fun 

 The SpaceBOWL Slide is a high 
energy tube ride with an exhilarating 
drop, a giant bowl spin and an     
exciting transition into the slide pool. 

 The Black Hole is a fully enclosed 
slide that shoots you into a spiral of 
pitch black tubes where you twist, 
turn and drop until the final splashdown.  

 The Adventure Playground includes slides, water cannons, a spinning 
water wheel and a large overhead tipping bucket allowing kids to 
splash, climb and be entertained for hours. 

 The Splashpad features fountains and water spray equipment where 
children can play safely on rubber mat flooring in zero depth water. 

A Few Waterpark Rules 
The SpaceBOWL and The Black hole slides must be ridden on a tube, 
with hands firmly grasping handles at all times. The minimum height     
requirement is 120 cm. The tubes can be ridden by one or two people but 
only one tube can be on a slide at any one time. No footwear is to be worn 
and each rider must have the physical and cognitive abilities to hold         
themselves in an upright seated position within the vehicle throughout the 
course of the ride. The maximum weight is 115kg for solo riders and 
180kg total for dual riders. 

For safety purposes pregnant women, guests with heart conditions, guests 
with back or neck problems and guests under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol are not allowed to use 
the waterslides. 

Waterpark Open Hours 

Splashpad and Adventure Play-
ground 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am to 7:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00am to 6:00pm 

Waterslides 
Daily: 11:00am to 5:00pm 

 

Waterslide Admission Prices 
Swim & unlimited slides - $16.00 
Membership swim & unlimited slides -$12.20 
Single slide - $3.00 
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The main picture was taken in 1902 atop the chimney of the recently completed electricity 

generating Power Station, on the corner of Yarra Street and Brougham Street in Geelong. 

The view is of central Geelong looking over the hospital toward East Geelong and Breakwater. 

Today, most of this view would be blocked by the newly developed Westfield Shopping     

Centre, across the road-bridge on the east side of Yarra Street. However, a number of the   

buildings in the existing photo still stand today... 

A view of the Power Station with its chimney, 

from which the main photo was taken. 

Today, the Power Station no longer exists. 

However, part of the original building has 

been incorporated into the Westfield       

Shopping Centre, as seen above. 

The Scottish Chiefs Tavern. 

Located in Corio Street, and opened in July 1848, 

the nine-room hotel is now 161 years old and 

much of the original interior is still intact. In its 

early years it developed a reputation for “lacking 

cleanliness,” being “in a vile state,” and “the   

common rendezvous for bad characters of both 

sexes.” Today, its seedy reputation is long gone. 

Recently it was sold to new owners and is now 

part of the Taco Bill restaurant chain. 

1902 
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The Scottish Chiefs Tavern. 

Located in Corio Street, and opened in July 1848, 

the nine-room hotel is now 161 years old and 

much of the original interior is still intact. In its 

early years it developed a reputation for “lacking 

cleanliness,” being “in a vile state,” and “the   

common rendezvous for bad characters of both 

sexes.” Today, its seedy reputation is long gone. 

Recently it was sold to new owners and is now 

part of the Taco Bill restaurant chain. 

The Royal Mail Hotel. 

The original building on the corner of Yarra 

Street and Corio Street was named the Royal 

Hotel and became the first meeting place for 

Freemasons in Geelong on October 26, 1848. 

The current building was constructed in 

1870, with the hotel being re-named the 

Royal Mail Hotel. It is still used by Freema-

sonry today, being No.5 on the Victorian 

register of lodges. The modern photo above 

shows it now surrounded by Westfield. 

The Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent 

Asylum, built in 1852 is dwarfed by 

the modern hospital that stands on the 

site today. 

At 33 Yarra Street, on the corner of Malop 

street is the Southern Union House.       

Originally named the “Corio Chambers” 

when built in 1890, this beautifully ornate 

landmark was designed for use by Geelong’s 

legal profession. Locals now know the build-

ing as the “Cressy Trading Co. Building.” It 

still retains some office space but is now 

mainly made up of retail shops. 
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A Short History of Money 

The history of money spans thousands of years. 
Many items have been used as money such as 
naturally scarce precious metals, cowry shells, 
grain, salt, and beads, as well as many other things 
that were thought of as having value. 

In contrast, modern money is essentially a token, 
only given value by the government that issues it 
and the people that place faith in its value. Paper 
currency is perhaps the most common type of 
physical money today. Coins are still made out of 
durable metal, but gold or silver are considered the 
most reliable of exchange standards. 

Ancient coinage 
From early times metals, where available, have usually been favoured for use as money over 
such commodities as cattle, cowry shells, or salt, because they are durable, portable, and 
easily divisible. The use of gold as money has been traced back to the fourth millennium BC 
when the Egyptians used gold bars of a set weight as a medium of exchange, as had been 

done earlier in Mesopotamia with silver bars. The 
oldest found stamped coin (having the mark of 
some authority in the form of a picture or words) 
can be seen in the Bibliothèque Nationale of Paris. 
It is an electrum stater of a turtle coin, coined at 
Aegina island. This remarkable coin dates from 
about 700 BC.  

Metal coins slowly grew in usage as precious 
metal deposits were discovered. However, it was 
the discovery of the touchstone which led the way 
for metal-based coinage becoming popular.    
Rubbing the coin on a touchstone allowed one to 
estimate the amount of gold in an alloy, which was 

then multiplied by the weight to calculate the amount of gold in the lump. 

Using such a system still required several steps and mathematical calculation. To make this 
process easier, the concept of standard coinage was introduced by governments, whose 
financial reputations were staked on the value of the money they produced. Coins were  
typically minted in carefully protected processes, and then stamped with an emblem that 
guaranteed the weight and value of the metal. The first known ruler who officially set       
standards of weight and money was Pheidon, king of Argos in 
Greece who ruled in the seventh century BC. 

Over time however, it became extremely common for govern-
ments to assert that the value of such money lay in its emblem 
and thus to subsequently reduce the value of the currency by 
lowering the content of valuable metal. 

A similar situation exists today, where the cost of producing a particular coin or banknote is 
nominal, and the actual value of most money is determined by worldwide money markets, 
which can fluctuate on a daily basis. Only a few countries (like China) have fixed the value of 
their nation‘s currency, to deter inflation and provide an advantage to local merchants     
competing in a worldwide market. 

While most transactions take place today with the use of a plastic credit card, or electronic 
funds transfer, we still fill our pockets with coinage and our wallets and purses with notes, to 
smoothly make our daily purchases. 

Greek drachma coin. Stamped in silver, 
the oldest turtle coins date to 700 BC. A 
drachma coin was paid for one day of 

work. A poor family of three could exist 
off about half a drachma per day. 

 

The scientific study of 
money and its history in 

all its varied forms is 
called numismatics. 

A 640 BC one-third stater coin from Lydia 
(modern Turkey). It was made from an 
alloy of gold and silver and valued at 

about one and a half times a drachma. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BMC_193.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BMC_06.jpg
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Pokémon is a media franchise published and owned by the video game company Nintendo 
and created in Japan by Satoshi Tajiri in 1996. It has become the second most successful and 
lucrative video game-based media franchise in the world, behind only Nintendo's own Mario 
series. As of May 28, 2010 cumulative sales of the Pokémon video games have reached more 
than 200 million copies. 

How the Game is Played 
The concept of the Pokémon universe, stems from the hobby of 
insect collecting, a popular pastime which Pokémon executive    
director Satoshi Tajiri-Oniwa enjoyed as a child. Players of the 
games are designated as Pokémon Trainers, and the two general 
goals (in most Pokémon games) for such Trainers are (1) to    
complete the Pokédex by collecting all of the available Pokémon 

species found in the fictional region where that game takes place; (2) to train a team of    
powerful Pokémon from those they have caught; and (3) to compete against teams owned 
by other Trainers. Eventually, the strongest Trainer is named the Pokémon Master. These 
themes of collecting, training, and battling are present in almost every version of Pokémon. 

In most incarnations of the fictional Pokémon universe, a Trainer that encounters a wild   
Pokémon is able to capture that Pokémon by throwing a specially designed, mass-producible 
spherical tool called a Poké Ball at it. If the Pokémon is unable to escape the confines of the 
Poké Ball, it is officially considered to be under the ownership of that Trainer. Afterwards, it will 
obey whatever its new master commands, unless the Trainer demonstrates such a lack of 
experience that the Pokémon would rather act on its own accord. 

Trainers can send out any of their Pokémon to wage non-lethal battles 
against other Pokémon. If the opposing Pokémon is wild, the Trainer can 
capture that Pokémon with a Poké Ball, increasing his or her collection of 
creatures. Pokémon already owned by other Trainers cannot be        
captured, except under special circumstances in certain games. If a    
Pokémon fully defeats an opponent in battle so that the opponent is 
knocked out (i.e., "faints"), the winning Pokémon gains experience and 
may level up. 

When levelling up, the Pokémon's statistics of battling aptitude increase, 
such as Attack and Speed. From time to time the Pokémon may also learn 
new moves, which are techniques used in battle. In addition, many   
species of Pokémon possess the ability to undergo a form of metamor-
phosis and transform into a similar but stronger species of Pokémon, a 
process called evolution. 

In the main series, each game features eight especially powerful Trainers, 
referred to as Gym Leaders, that the Trainer must defeat in order to    
progress. As a reward, the Trainer receives a Gym Badge, and once all eight badges are   
collected, that Trainer is eligible to challenge the region's Pokémon League, where four    
immensely talented trainers (referred to collectively as the "Elite Four") challenge the Trainer to 
four Pokémon battles in succession. If the trainer can overcome this gauntlet, he or she must 
then challenge the Regional Champion, the master Trainer. Winning this last battle crowns 
the game-player Pokémon Master. 

The name Pokémon 
comes from a combi-
nation of the words: 

Pocket  Monsters  

Although there are over 
600 Pokémon characters, 

Pikachu is the most 
widely recognised and 

the official mascot for the 
gaming franchise. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:English_Pok%C3%A9mon_logo.svg
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In 1851 gold was discovered at Ballarat. The ensuing Gold Rush brought 
thousands of people flocking to Victoria, and the riches that poured out of 
Melbourne and Geelong not only brought dramatic improvements to the     
fledgling colony of Victoria, but also provided enticing opportunities for criminal 
minds, as was highlighted in the case of the Nelson Robbery. 

The barque Nelson left London, England in 1851, just as the gold discoveries in 
Victoria were being made. It arrived at Melbourne on October 18, 1851 and her 
crew promptly jumped ship and headed for Ballarat to seek their fortune, since 
huge amounts of gold were being found.* The captain of the Nelson, Walter 
Wright was left onboard with only a handful of loyal crewmen. 

Eventually, the Nelson was towed to Geelong, where it was loaded with 
wool and gold, consigned by local merchants to be shipped back to 
England. The ship was then returned to Melbourne in late March, 
where Captain Wright hoped to recruit enough sailors to sail the boat 
back to London– under the circumstances, a very difficult task indeed! 

During the night of Thursday, April 1, 1852, Captain Wright was staying 
in town, with first mate Henry Draper, in charge of the boat with 7  
others on board. At about 1:30am in the morning two row-boats      
containing about 20 armed men drew alongside, and held up the crew. 
Some of the robbers wore handkerchiefs over their faces, yet others 
were plainly visible to the crew, since the robbers had brought many 
lamps with them to see in the dark. While most of the crew had their 
hands tied and were placed under guard, Draper was ordered to show 
them where the gold had been stored. 

“We want the gold, and the — gold we’ll have, or we’ll blow your 
brains out!” Draper was told.  He took them to the lazarette (a storage 
space in the stern of the boat). After being poked with a sword, Draper 
went into the lazarette with two of the robbers and showed them the 
gold locker. With delight one of the men exclaimed “Oh, my God, here’s         
diggings! This is the best diggings I ever was at!” 

The robbers loaded 8,183 ounces of gold into their row boats. (Equal to 232kg: 
worth £30,000 then but today worth about $14 million.#) During the hold-up a 
gun held by one of the robbers accidentally discharged, grazing Draper in the 

*In 1853, 350,000 ounces of gold worth $600 million in today’s money was officially escorted off the 
Ballarat gold fields by soldiers, but probably a similar amount was also smuggled out illegally. 

# It appears the robbers had made a mistake attacking the Nelson, perhaps losing their sense of  
direction in the dark. Another ship anchored nearby had £50,000 worth of gold on board with only 
four crew minding it. 
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 side. Finally, the crew were locked inside the lazarette. After casting the Nelson’s 
small row-boat adrift, and throwing any muskets and other weapons overboard, 
they disappeared into the night. Fortunately, the cook on the Nelson had      
managed to evade capture, and quickly released the crew from their ‘prison.’  

By early morning the crew was able to alert the Melbourne police to the         
robbery, and a search was organised to find the culprits. Although the two row-
boats used by the robbers were quickly located on the beach at Williamstown, 
the robbers had all disappeared. 

Aware of the need to locate the thieves before they dispersed throughout the 
colony or overseas, later that same day Governor-General Latrobe offered a  
reward of £250 for information that would lead to the capture and conviction of 

the robbers. The shipping agents for the Nelson, Messrs. Jackson, Rae & 
Co. added a further £250 to the reward offered. By the following day 
(Saturday) the first arrest was made when one of the robbers was   
positively identified as he boarded a vessel sailing for Sydney. 

A number of the robbers had also fled towards Geelong. When          
suspicion fell upon four travellers at the “Ocean Child” public house*, 
described as being 3 miles from Geelong, the police were alerted.     
According to The Argus newspaper on Wednesday, April 7, 1852, Chief 
Constable Carmen and Sergeant Grant made a gallant capture of all 
four men. In their possession were two drafts on the Bank of Sydney for 
£500,  £83 2s. 9d. in cash, and a nugget of gold along with various 
weapons. They were handcuffed and taken back to the police station. A 
fifth man, known to be associated with the four alleged robbers was 
later arrested as he tried to flee on horseback. 

Eventually nine men were arrested and charged with the robbery, 
mainly ex-convicts. The trials of the men were held in Melbourne as 
well as Geelong. At the Geelong trial, held on Monday, June 28, 1852, 
three of the accused were brought before Judge Redmond Barry. In 
those days justice was meted out swiftly. By evening on that same day 

two of the men were acquitted for lack of evidence. The third, Stephen Fox, was 
found guilty and sentenced to 15 years hard labour on a road-gang, the first 
three years to be spent in irons. Four other men were found guilty in Melbourne 
and received similar sentences. Very little of the gold was ever recovered. 

From that time onward, gold transportation was accompanied by very high    
security until safely deposited in the bank, either at Geelong, Melbourne, or 
overseas in London. 

* Today the address is 300 Melbourne Road, North Geelong. Geelong Office furniture is now located 
at this address on the corner of Separation Street. 
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The Wathaurong were an Indigenous 
Australian tribe that were part of the 
Kulin alliance. Their territory extended 
to Ballarat during the Goldrush Era but 
has since been retracted. The          
Wathaurong territory now goes as far 
as Bacchus Marsh before angling 
south-west to Cressy then south-east 
to Colac.(See Map) 

The Wathaurong tribe was made up of 
25 clans, each with a tribal leader 
known as Arweet. These tribes each 
inhabited certain areas of the           
Wathaurong district which they        
controlled. Access to land and         
resources by other clans was permitted 
unless those resources were low. For example, if a river or creek was 
fished regularly and fish supplies were down, access from other clans to 

the area would be stopped to give the fish a chance to   
recover. 

There are a number of significant Wathaurong areas 
around Geelong including Yollinko Park on the banks of the 
Barwon River near Moorabool Street, the canoe tree beside 
the Barwon River at Queens Park and area at the junction 
of the Barwon and Moorabool Rivers at Buckley Falls. Also 
land purchased by John Stewart in 1856 bordering        
Armstrong Creek in Mount Duneed was used by the       
Wathaurong people as a haven from those seeking to wipe 
them out. 

Wathaurong people still inhabit the Geelong region with 
many local services and community groups set up for them 
including the Wathaurong Health Centre in Norlane.       
Wathaurong Glass and Art is a company in North Geelong 
owned and operated by the Wathaurong community and 
employs only Wathaurong people.  

Current Territory 
Border 

Geelong 

Ballarat 

Melbourne 

Kulin Tribe Areas 

 

Over 140 archaeological sites having been 
found in the region, indicating a significant 
level of activity of the Wathaurong people. 

 

Two bollards at 
Eastern Beach 
acknowledge the 
Geelong area’s 
earliest settlers. 
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Steiglitz is  an old gold mining town located in the Brisbane Ranges 37kms north-west 
of Geelong. At its peak in the 1860’s Steiglitz had a population of about 1500.  

 The first Europeans to settle in the area were the squatters 
Charles & Robert Von Steiglitz, Alluvial gold was found on 
their property in 1853  but a gold rush did not occur until a 
rich reef was discovered on the Sutherland Creek in 1855. With 
the influx of people and discovery of gold, the township 
boomed. A main street with shops appeared. Churches, a 
school, Post Office, and a grand Court House were            
constructed. Social activities were fully catered for. But then 
the gold ran out, with the last mine closing in 1941. Many 
locals soon abandoned the area.  

 The school was closed in 1955 followed by the Post Office in 
1966. Many other buildings were sold off as the population 
sank to less than 100, still the current population today. 

Steiglitz Historical Park 

Now most of the town and its surroundings are    
included in the 469 hectare Steiglitz Historical Park, 
declared in 1979. A range of birds including Wedge-
Tailed Eagles and Crimson Rosellas can be seen 
around the park along with koalas, kangaroos,      
wallabies and possums. 

Much of the park can be seen on foot along winding 
bush tracks. Picnic spots, toilets and water are also 
available. You can explore evidence of the mining, and 
yes, gold panning is permitted. A cemetery is also 
located in the park prompting 
thoughtful reflection. Visitors need 
to be alert when walking on the 
trails. Abandoned mines are overrun 
with vegetation and are hard to see, 
creating danger for the unwary. 

The court house is now a 
museum which is open on 
Sundays & Public holidays 

10.30am – 4.30pm.  

 

As you stroll through Steiglitz, 
something seems to be missing. 
Hmm... Can you guess what it is? 
Yes, there are no electricity power 
lines. Steiglitz is one of only two 
areas in Victoria not connected to 
the power grid. Locals use petrol-
driven generators when electricity is 
desired. 

Steiglitz 

Anakie 

Meredith 
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Along with the piano, guitar, drums, and violin, the saxophone is 
considered one of the most popular musical instruments of our time.  

The saxophone was developed in 1846 by Adolphe Sax, a Belgian-born     
instrument-maker, flautist, and clarinetist working in Paris. While still    

working at his father’s instrument shop in Brussels, Sax began            
developing an instrument which had the projection of a brass             
instrument with the agility of a woodwind. 

Prior to his work on the saxophone, Sax made several improvements to 
the bass clarinet by improving its keywork and acoustics. Sax was also a 
maker of the then-popular ophicleide, a large conical brass instrument in 
the bass register with keys similar to a woodwind instrument. His     

experience with these two instruments allowed him to develop the skills and        
technologies needed to make the first saxophones. He ended up creating an            
instrument with a single reed mouthpiece like a clarinet, conical brass body like an 
ophicleide, and with the acoustic properties of both the French horn and the clarinet. 

Having constructed saxophones in several sizes in the early 1840s, Sax applied for, 
and received, a 15-year patent for the instrument on June 28, 1846. Sax’s patent     
expired in 1866; thereafter numerous saxophonists and instrument manufacturers 

implemented their own improvements to the design and keywork. The first substan-
tial modification was to extend the bell slightly and added an extra key to extend the 
range downwards by one semitone 
to Bb. This extension was adopted 
into almost all modern designs. 

Numerous developers added extra 
keys and alternate fingerings to 
make chromatic playing less       

difficult. A substantial advance-
ment in saxophone keywork was 
the   development of a method by 
which both tone holes are operated 
by a single octave key by the left 
thumb which is now universal on 
all    modern saxophones.  

While proving very popular in       
military band music, the saxophone 
is most commonly associated with 
popular music, big band music, 
blues, early rock and roll, ska and             
particularly jazz. There is also a    
substantial repertoire of concert 
music in the classical idiom for 
members of the saxophone family.  

 

Charlie “Bird” Parker is considered by many to 
be the world’s best ever saxophonist. Born in 
Kansas in 1920 he moved to New York at       
age 19. Between 1939 and 1955 Charlie        
played alongside many of the jazz and blues 
greats of the times. Practising 15 hours a day 
Parker’s recordings 
demonstrate dazzling  
technique and com-
plex melodic lines. 

By 1955, aged only 
34, alcoholism and 
heroin addiction 
claimed his life,    
leaving behind his 
r e c o r d i n g s  t o       
mesmerise future 
generations of music 
lovers. 
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The phrases: “dead as a Dodo” and “to go the 
way of the Dodo” are commonly used today. 
But few understand just where these phrases 
come from. 

Discovered in 1581, the dodo was a flightless 
bird from the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius.  
Related to pigeons and doves, it stood about 
1m tall, weighed about 20kg, lived on fruit, 
and nested on the ground. 

In 1606 Cornelis Matelief de Jonge wrote an important description of the Dodo: 
“larger than our swans, with huge heads only half covered with skin, as if 
clothed with a hood. These birds lack wings, in the place of which 3 or 4     
blacking feathers protrude. The tail consists of a few curved feathers, which are 
ash coloured. These we used to call „Walghvogel‟, for the reason that the longer 
and oftener they were cooked, the less soft and more insipid eating they      
became. Nevertheless their belly and breast were of a pleasant flavour and   
easily masticated.” 

Despite this rather optimistic review, other journals are full of reports regarding 
the bad taste and tough meat of the dodo. 

When European settlers first arrived on Mauritius, they destroyed the forest     
habitat of the Dodo. In addition, the Dodo was entirely fearless of people, and 
this, in combination with its flightlessness, made it easy prey for humans.     
Humans also brought with them other animals that had not existed on the island 
before, including dogs, pigs, cats, rats and a monkey called the Crab-eating  
Macaque, which plundered the Dodo nests. Within 100 years of being discovered 
by European travellers, the Dodo had been wiped out! 

Few took particular notice of the bird at the time of its extinction, and by the 
early 19th century it was believed by many to be a myth. However, with the  
discovery of the first batch of Dodo bones in a Mauritian swamp, and reports 
written about them by George Clark, from 1865 onward, the sad reality that man 

had caused the extinction of the Dodo hit 
home. 

 Hundreds of other animal species remain 
at risk today, as a direct result of human 
activity. 

Plaster cast at the Brighton Museum in 
England of a dried head and leg of a dodo 
a specimen which was brought alive to 
Europe about the year 1600. 
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The Original Recipe... 
According to the traditional story, the original potato chip 
recipe was created in Saratoga Springs, New York on  
August 24, 1853. Agitated by a patron repeatedly sending 
his fried potatoes back, complaining they were to thick, 
soggy and bland, annoyed resort hotel chef, George Crum 
decided to slice the potatoes as thinly as possible, fry 
them until crisp and season them with extra salt.         
Contrary to Crum’s expectations the patron loved the 
new recipe, and they soon became a regular item on the 
hotel’s menu under the name Saratoga Chips. 

Expanded with Mass Production... 
In the 20th Century potato chips spread 
beyond restaurants and began to be 
mass produced for home consumption. 
The Ohio-based Mike-sell’s Potato Chip 
Company, founded in 1910, calls itself 
the oldest potato chip company in the 
United States. However,  Tri-Sum Potato 
Chips in New England originally founded 
in 1908, also claim to be Americas first 
potato chip manufacture. 

Partnered with the Ideal Packaging... 
Originally, chips were sold in tins or scooped out of store-
front glass bins and delivered by horse and wagon. The first 
potato chips packaged in barrels or tins left the chips at the 
bottom stale and crumbled. 

From 1926, Laura Scudder, from Monterey Park in California 
started having her workers take home sheets of waxed paper 
to iron into form bags, which were filled with chips at her 
factory the next day. This pioneering method reduced   
crumbling and kept the chips fresh and crisp longer. This  
innovation along with the invention of cellophane allowed 
potato chips to become a mass market product. 

Today chips are packaged in plastic bags with nitrogen gas 
blown in prior to sealing to lengthen the shelf life and       
provide protection against crushing. 

While called potato chips in 
Australia, New Zealand,  

Canada and America, the 
English and Irish call them 

potato crisps. 

The Tri-Sum factory and staff in 1933 

Laura Scudder: 
In addition to inventing a 

sealed bag for potato 
chips, she became the 

first person in the world 
to put an expiry date on 

food items. 
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With Some Flavouring Added In... 
The Smith Potato Chip Company was formed in 1920. Foun-
der, Frank Smith came up with the idea of packaging chips 
with a twist of salt in grease-proof paper bags, which were 
then sold around London. The potato chip remained other-
wise unseasoned until an innovation by Joe ‘Spud’ Murphy, 
the owner of the Irish potato crisp company called  Tayto. 

During the 1950’s Murphy and his employee, Seamus Burke experimented with 
technology to add seasoning during the chip manufacturing process. After some 
trial and error, they produced the worlds first seasoned crisps—cheese & onion, 
and salt & vinegar. The innovation became an overnight sensation in the food 
industry! 

The heads of the biggest potato chip companies in 
the United States quickly travelled to the small 
Tayto company in Ireland to examine the product 
and to negotiate the rights to use  the new     
technology. The  sale of the Tayto Company made 
the owner very wealthy. The Tayto innovation changed the entire nature of the 
potato chip, and lead to the end of Smiths twist of salt. 

Today, a vast number of different combinations of seasoning accompany chips 
on supermarket shelves worldwide. In Australia popular flavours are plain, 
salted, roast chicken, barbecue, and salt & vinegar. In recent years other flavours 
have gained in popularity, including lime and pepper, sweet chilli, and sour 
cream and chives. 

and Nutritional Balance Considered. 
Potato chips were originally fried and seasoned 
without concerns about fat content, sodium, or 
other nutrients levels. As nutritional intake guide-
lines were created in various countries and the 
nutritional facts became 
more public, consumers and 

health organizations began focusing on improving the 
nutritional value of so-called junk food—including potato 
chips. 

Some potato chip companies have responded to the    
criticism by investing in research and development to 
modify existing recipes and create health-conscious   
products and alternatives. 

Which is your favourite chip flavour...? 

Worldwide, in 2005 consumers 
spent $16.4 billion on potato 

chips, accounting for over     
one-third of the total spent     

on savoury snacks. 

The popularity of the potato chip 
has helped to give it a special 
day. On March 14, National    
Potato Chip Day, people are   

encouraged to eat potato chips 
at every meal. 
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Pavlova 
In 1935, the chef of the Hotel Esplanade in Perth, 

Western Australia, Herbert Sachse, created the pavlova 

to celebrate the visit of the great Russian ballerina, 

Anna Pavlova. Whilst it has been suggested this dessert 

was created in New Zealand, it has become recognized 

as a popular Australian dish. 

 
TRADITIONAL PAVLOVA  

Ingredients: 

 4 egg whites 

 pinch salt 

 1 cup castor sugar 

 1 teaspoon white vinegar 

 1/2 teaspoon vanilla essence 

 2 level teaspoons cornflour 
 

 

 

Method: 

Preheat oven: Electric oven to 130C; Gas oven to 200C. 

Lightly grease oven tray, line with baking paper or use non-stick cooking 

spray. Beat the whites of eggs with a pinch of salt until stiff (until peaks 

form). Continue beating, gradually adding sugar, vinegar and vanilla, until of 

thick consistency. Lightly fold in cornflour. 

Pile mixture into circular shape, making hollow in centre for filling. 

(Mixture will swell during cooking)  

Electric oven: turn oven to 130°C and bake undisturbed for 1 1/2 hours. 

Gas oven: bake at 200°C for ten minutes, then turn oven to 130°C and 

bake a  further hour. (Fan forced oven: temperature and time needs to be 

adjusted accordingly.) 

Turn oven off, leave pavlova in oven until cool. 

Top with whipped cream and decorate with fruit as desired.  
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N E S T I E G L I T Z T N R P T L I I Y R A L A 

O E D A S O E L A D E V O R N J N O O G G L N T 

R N R U B K C O N N A B N L E A E T O N A R N O 

L A E A A H E L R O A E F O T N K W N H A G M F 

L L T Y A M E O L R H N L S E J E E I N B L A A 

D R A A A N L I T T L E R I E U D E K V E R M I 

L O W B A R W O N H E A D S S C I A B B M N L R 

L N K O L L E I T G M O E B D O S S S O V O I H 

E O A L A E O O T E L N I S A T E D D Y E R I A 
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The phoenix is a mythical sacred firebird that can be 
found, not only in Greek mythology, but also in the 
mythologies of the Arabian Persians, Romans, Egyp-
tians, Chinese, Indian and Phoenicians. It is closely 
associated with worship of the sun. 

A phoenix is always depicted with a colourful plum-
age and tail. It has a 500-1000 year life-cycle, near 
the end of which it builds itself a nest of twigs that 

then ignites. Both nest and bird burn fiercely and are reduced to ashes, from 
which a new, young phoenix or phoenix egg arises, reborn anew to live again. In 
some  stories, the new phoenix embalms the ashes of its old self in an egg made 
of myrrh and deposits it in the Egyptian city of Heliopolis (literally "sun-city" in 
Greek). The Phoenix's ability to be reborn from its own ashes      implies that it is 
immortal, though in some stories the new Phoenix is merely the offspring of the 
older one.  

The ancient Greek historian Herodotus gave the following account of the     
phoenix in the fifth century BC while describing the animals of Egypt: 
“I have not actually seen a phoenix, except in a painting, because they are quite 
infrequent visitors to the country; in fact, I was told in Heliopolis that they appear 
only at 500-year intervals. They say that it is the death of a phoenix's father 
which prompts its visit to Egypt. Anyway, if the painting was reliable, I can tell 
you something about the phoenix's size and qualities, namely that its feathers 
are partly gold but mostly red, and that in appearance and size it is most like an 
eagle. There is a particular feat they say the phoenix performs,... the bird sets out 
from its homeland in Arabia on a journey to the sanctuary of the sun, bringing its 
father sealed in myrrh, and buries its father there.” 

In China, the Fenghuang is a mythical bird similar to the     
phoenix. It is the second most-respected legendary creature 
(second to the dragon) in China, largely used to represent 
the empress and females, and as such is the counterpart to 
the  Chinese dragon, traditionally seen as masculine or impe-
rial. The phoenix is considered the greatest and the leader of 
all birds. 

Stories abound earth-wide about the phoenix, with          
variations according to local additions. However, this famous 
mythological creature provides evidence of how ancient reli-
gious myths travelled the globe, and still remain popular  
today, often appearing in mainstream religions. 

The Fenghuang (Chinese   
Phoenix) at the Summer    

Palace, Beijing, China. 
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About this brochure: 
This brochure has been produced as a community service by participants in the Work For The Dole 
scheme at Workskil- Corio branch office. This is part of a Job Services Australia initiative. 
All comments and views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the participants in the 
scheme and not necessarily the views of Workskil or Job Services Australia. 
If you have any comments about information contained in this brochure, or suggestions for future 
issues please write to:  Workskil WFTD 
    Unit 1001 Corio Shopping Centre.  

 Bacchus Marsh Rd. Corio 3214 
 Ph: (03) 5245 3000 

Geelong– 150 years ago this month 

“That great bar to our prosperity and advancement as a seaport—the 

[sand]bar at the entrance of the inner harbour—is now almost among 

the things that were. At a meeting of the Bar Committee...the         

following report was received:- 

Your sub-committee appointed to visit the dredging operations on the 

bar, have the pleasure to announce that the work is fast drawing to a 

close; in fact, if no accident happens to the machinery, and the 

weather keeps moderate, it is the superintendent’s opinion that the 

whole channel will be completed by Saturday next, two chains wide at 

the bottom [40m], and eighteen feet [5.5m] deep at low water, right 

through the several banks which form the bar.” 

(The Argus: Thursday, January 9, 1862 p.5) 

In 1871 the new ironclad warship Cerberus visits Geelong harbour 
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Courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre Picture Library 

1917

Ryrie Street—Looking east past Moorabool Street 
The tram tracks were installed in 1912 and trams operated in Geelong up until 
1956. On the far left is Hopetoun Chambers, constructed as an office building in 
1891 by ex-mayor of Geelong, George Belcher. On the right-hand corner is the 
ANZ Bank building (now empty). The tall T&G Mutual Life Assurance building on 
the far left-hand corner (below) was completed in 1934 at a cost of £37,000 
($74,000).  


