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 The Mysterious Red-Painted Poles 

In a few locations around Geelong you may come across an     
electricity power pole with a red band painted around it, like the 
one shown here outside the Geelong Christ Church on the corner 
of Moorabool and McKillop Streets. What does the red band    
signify? 

Old-timers from around Geelong may recall the time when trams 
plied the streets. Opened on March 14, 1912,  a network of tracks 
was eventually built linking the city with Belmont, Chilwell,      
Newtown, North Geelong, Eastern Beach, and East Geelong. 

In the early days when motor cars were still a novelty, trams were 
seen as an innovation that filled a vital transportation need for  
urban dwellers. However, who could have foreseen the modern 
popularity of motor vehicles? By 1949 it was noted by the Geelong 
Council that it was not feasible to run the tram service profitably, 
with a population of only 52,000. The State Electricity Commission of Victoria, 
who operated the trams, had allowed the network to become run-down. So not 
only were the trams losing about £95,000 a year, the network needed £2 million 
to upgrade the tracks and equipment. 

Sadly, despite protests from the Geelong 
community, the tram service was shut down 
on March 25, 1956, and replaced with       
privately owned buses. So, what has this to 
do with red-banded poles? Well, they indicat-
ed where the tram stops were. There were 
no shelters, or yellow posts with timetables 
attached, like today. Rather, you simply 
found a red-banded pole and waited for the 

tram to sidle up the road 
toward you, before hopping 
on and purchasing your fare 
from the tram conductor. 

While that fact may appear of little significance today, what is 
surprising is that the poles themselves must be nearly 60 years 
old at least. With steel and reinforced concrete pole now     
coming into regular use (they reduce pole fires, and do not rot), 
it is still amazing that these old wooden poles are serving the 
Geelong’s power grid just as well today as they did so long ago. 

Do any of these red-banded poles exist in your area? 

The Geelong tram depot was located in 
Brougham Street, in what is now the rear 

of the Westfield Shopping Centre. 
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The first Gala Day was held in Geelong on 
November 3, 1916, to raise money for 
the Red Cross Society at the height of 
World War I. Described by the Geelong 
Advertiser as “the biggest fete the city 
had ever seen, the most perfectly 
planned function, the gayest spectacle, 
and the highest in patriotic purpose”, the 
first parade raised £5,500 ($11,000), a 
staggering amount for the day. 

After the success of the first festival, Gala 
Day was adopted into an annual event 

with the second festival being held on November 2, 1917. I was not until 1927 
that the Geelong Hospital took over responsibility for the running of the festival. 
The festival was traditionally held on a Friday with local school children often 
given the day off. For a time it was            
relocated to Johnstone Park. 

In 2008 the event was changed, with the 
Gala Day Parade and Family Fun Day being 
moved to a Saturday. The Family Fun Day 
returned to Moorabool and Malop Streets, 
as well as the waterfront at Steampacket 
Gardens, featuring market and food stalls, 
rides, show bags and roving performers. 
Schools, community groups and Geelong 
businesses can even enter their own floats 
in the parade.  

This year Gala Day will be held on Saturday 
November 9. Lots of fun activities for all 
age groups have been arranged—Live    
music, BBQs, skateboard and scooter      
competitions, face-painting, an Emergency 
Vehicles display and much more. 

Why not bring the whole family down and 
join in Geelong’s most traditional, and fun-
packed community event: Gala Day. 

Geelong first Gala Day parade, going down 
Moorabool Street past Market Square in 1916. 

 

Over the years kids favorites such as 
Humphrey B Bear, Half Cat, Bob the     
Builder, SpongeBob Squarepants and Dora 
the Explorer have appeared in the parade. 

This year Elmo, Bananas in Pajamas, and 
Fireman Sam will entertain children in  
Malop Street from noon onward, while 
children’s stage shows will be held in 
Steampacket Gardens on the Geelong  
Waterfront all afternoon. 

Dora the Explorer in the Gala Day Parade 

 



4 

 

In recent years the world may have been dazzled by the feats of 
Frenchman Philippe Petit; and one hundred and fifty years ago 
the Americans may have adopted the French genius, Charles 
Blondin; but Geelong can lay claim to their own amazing       
tightrope walker—James Alexander. 

Alexander was born in Geelong in 1860. Twelve years earlier, 
his parents, Alexander Alexander, and his wife Jane had sailed 
from Scotland, immigrating to Australia along with their 2 year-old daughter. 
While on the voyage, Jane gave birth to their second child, a son. The young   
family soon settled near Bream Creek (Breamlea), and the birth of new babies 
became a regular occurrence in the family. 

By the time James was born, he had seven or eight older siblings. Sadly, most of 
them died young, a common experience for families in the district, as pestilence 
ravaged the young and the infirm. One of his sisters Ellen, was two years older 
than James. The two became inseparable during childhood, suggesting that there 
was quite an age gap to the next surviving sibling. Only two others —Jane (the 
oldest, named after her mother) and Ann—are mentioned reaching adulthood. 

Little is said of James early life in Geelong, but an event that occurred in 1874, 
when he was a very impressionable 14 years of age, was to change his life. The 
world-famous tightrope walker Charles Blondin came to Australia. 

Blondin was not only greatly gifted with balance and flexibility, he was also the 
consummate showman. He had earned his celebrity and fortune from his idea of 
crossing the Niagara Gorge (in the USA) on a tightrope, 340m long and 49m 
above the  water. This he did on a number of times, always with different         
theatrical variations: blindfolded, in a sack, trundling a wheelbarrow, on stilts, 
carrying a man on his back, sitting down midway while he cooked and ate an 
omelette and standing on a chair with only one chair leg on the rope. 

After surviving a shipwreck near Townsville that saw him lose all his equipment, 
Blondin arrived in Brisbane where he performed, before moving on to Sydney in 
July 1874. He was an instant hit! At least 5 Australians became so inspired by his 
balancing act, they took to the profession, and became known as the ‘Australian 
Blondins.’ One of these was Geelong’s own James Alexander. 

At the age of seventeen, James took up the job of professional tightrope walker, 
a career which lasted for 24 years, up until 1901. During this time his skills took 
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him around Australia, and overseas to South Africa, America and, according to 
the Sydney Morning Herald, “nearly every part of the world.”  

Starting in Geelong (as pictured) he amazed onlookers by walking a tightrope out 
over Corio Bay, about 10m above the water. He later performed at the Geelong’s 
Mechanics Institute, and then in Melbourne. Within 12 months he was            
enthralling crowds in Sydney, walking with baskets on his feet and a sack over his 
head. But the job came with high risks that sometimes did not pay off—as was 
the case in August 1878. 

By this time 18-year-old Alexan-
der had acquired an assistant, 
12-year-old Henry Ruffin, whom  
he carried on piggyback over 
the trapeze. However, while 
performing in Malop Street 
Geelong, near Eastern Park, 
Alexander stepped out onto the   
trapeze at one end while young 
Henry, decked out in marvellous 
costume, walked toward him 
from the other end. They met in the middle, knelt on the rope, and shook hands. 
As soon as they released their handshake, young Henry lost his balance and 
plummeted 8m to the ground. The watching crowd gasped in horror. Henry was 
immediately whisked away by his father to the nearest hotel for treatment, but 
sadly he died in hospital from a fractured skull the next day. 

Alexander survived a number of falls himself. On Friday, January 14, 1881 he was 
performing in front of about 2,000 people at Market Square (in those days it was 
mostly an open field) in the centre of Geelong, when a bolt securing the trapeze 
wire gave way, and Alexander “precipitated to the ground.” Landing on his head 
and shoulder he was severely concussed. An earlier fall in Sydney had even     
rendered him unconscious and insensible for three days. 

In 1906 another tragedy struck Alexander, when his beloved sister Ellen died, 
leaving behind a husband and three year-old daughter. Ellen was only 48 years 
old. 

From then on, Alexander no longer toured full-time, but continued to perform 
on occasion. Then in early 1918 he suffered another serious fall. Although he did 
not die, his health was obviously failing. On March 13, 1918 he died in Sydney 
after his heart finally gave way and he was buried in Rookwood Cemetery.     
Although only 58 years of age Geelong’s, and Australia’s Blondin was                
remembered as a brave and daring man who entertained thousands with      
amazing feats of skill. 
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The Great Fire of London 

Over 4 days between September 2-5, 1666 the city of London burned. By the 
time the fire was finally extinguished, an area covering 150 hectares (373 acres) 
encompassing 13,200 houses, 87 churches, the gigantic St Paul’s Cathedral, 44 
company halls and numerous business houses had been destroyed. Over 70,000 
people had lost their homes and at least eight had lost their lives.* How could 
such a disaster have occurred? 

By the mid-1600’s London had become a sprawling 
city of about half a million people. Approximately 
80,000 of them had crammed into the central      
business district, surrounded by the old Roman city 
wall on three sides, and the Thames River to the 
south. The narrow streets and lanes often became 
gridlocked with traffic. Six or seven-storey timber 
homes were built on each side of the congested 
streets, projecting out over the traffic below. The 
homes, businesses and warehouses were full of 
flammable materials, including animal fat, alcohol, 
turpentine, tar, pitch, resin, and flax. Even            
explosive black powder was kept in barrels alongside the river. All London     
needed was a spark, and wind to fan the flames. 

On the evening of Saturday, September 1, workers at the bakery of Thomas 
Farynor in Pudding Lane claimed they extinguished their ovens before retiring to 
bed around midnight. However,  by 2 a.m. the workmen smelled smoke, and fled 
with their families. Soon nearby homes were also well alight.  

Within the hour London’s mayor, Sir Thomas Bloodworth was woken with news 
of the fire, but he remained unconcerned, knowing that many fires had started 
previously and had been extinguished without too much trouble. However, he 
failed to understand that this time it was very different. A strong, dry easterly 
wind had picked up, and soon the fire was raging out of control. By the time the 
fire was reported to  King Charles II and his brother the Duke of York hours later, 
it was too late to burn firebreaks to contain it.  

The next day the King summoned the militias from nearby counties to come to 

A panorama of London in 1616, dominated by St Paul’s Cathedral,         but also crammed with narrow streets and wooden houses. 

An artists view of the fire. The Tower 
of London on the right was saved, but 
St Paul’s Cathedral toward the back is 
about to go up in flames. 

*Many poor people may have burned to death and their remains completely consumed by the fire, 
and so may not have been included in the official figures.  
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London and help fight the fire. Their efforts were hampered by residents trying 
to flee the flames, carrying their various home wares down the narrow lanes, 
heading for the moor fields to the north of the city. By that afternoon (Sunday, 
Sept 2) a firestorm had developed, and efforts to create firebreaks by blowing up 
houses with explosive black powder proved futile. 

The massive St Paul’s Cathedral was built of stone, and initially considered safe 
from the flames. However, at the time it was undergoing restoration and was 
surrounded with timber scaffolding. By Tuesday evening the scaffolding had 
caught fire, and overnight the cathedral burned to the ground. The lead roofing 
melted, and fire-fighters watched in amazement as a stream of the molten metal 
ran down the street toward the Thames. So hot was the fire that the stone walls 
exploded in the heat, and the pavement surrounding the cathedral glowed red. 
Along the dockside, steel beams and iron chains melted (melting point 1,100oC), 
and the rising flames and smoke were visible from Oxford, 125km away. 

By Wednesday, September 5, the wind died away, allowing the fire-fighters to 
finally gain control. In the fire’s aftermath, some blamed the Catholics for the 
fire; others blamed foreigners. One Frenchman, Robert Hubert claimed to have 
started the fire. He was clearly mentally unstable, and his story was full of holes, 
but a jury granted him his death wish, and he was executed by hanging.          
Eventually a Parliamentary Inquiry into the fire judged it to be ‘an act of God,’ a 
tragic accident. The city was rebuilt, but much of its Roman and early English 
heritage was lost forever. 

Left: A map of the burnt area of London. Right: The 62m tall Monument to the Great 
Fire of London still stands today, near Pudding Lane where the fire started. 

A panorama of London in 1616, dominated by St Paul’s Cathedral,         but also crammed with narrow streets and wooden houses. 
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Greyhounds are a type of Sighthound,* that have 
been specifically bred for pursuing game and racing. 
The breed is also a popular pedigree show dog and 
makes a great family pet.  

The name "Greyhound" is generally believed to      
come from the Old English “grighund.” Hund is the 
equivalent of the modern word hound, but the      
meaning of grig is undetermined. Its origin does not 
appear to have any common root with the modern 
word grey, for indeed the Greyhound is seen with a 
wide variety of coat colours. 

The greyhound has powerful, long legs, a deep chest, flexible spine and slim   
physique, which allows it to reach average race speeds of more than 18 metres 
per second or 63 kilometres per hour. At maximum speed while racing, a         
greyhound can reach 70 km per hour, within 30 meters from the start boxes. The 
only other animal that can accelerate faster over such a short distance is the 
cheetah, which can reach speeds of up to 109 km per hour over 15—20 metres 
from a standing start. 

Greyhounds are extremely intelligent, courageous and loyal dogs. With a gentle, 
sensitive, and even-tempered nature, they get along well with other dogs and 
are suited for families with children. In spite of their reserved character, they 
bond very strongly with their owners. 

Greyhounds do not have undercoats and thus are less likely to trigger dog       
allergies in humans. The lack of an undercoat, coupled with a general lack of 
body fat, also makes Greyhounds more susceptible to extreme temperatures—
both hot and cold. 

Even though Greyhounds are large animals, they are suitable for indoor living. 
They don’t bark or shed excessively and are rather docile and dormant when 
kept inside. Even though they might appear lazy, Greyhounds have great stamina 
and should be given plenty of chances  for regular exercise.  

Due to their relaxed nature, the RSPCA Education Team often takes Greyhounds 
along when visiting senior centres, community events and schools. The breed 
appears to be very responsive to different people’s personalities and behaviours. 
They are reserved around people who are shy or those who may be uncomforta-
ble around animals, but are more playful and engaging with outgoing people.    

*Sighthounds are hounds that predominantly hunt by speed and sight, unlike                
Scenthounds, which hunt by smell and endurance. 
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Would you consider having a           
Greyhound as a pet in your home? 
Greyhounds are available from the 
RSPCA. They are behaviour assessed, 
desexed, microchipped, health checked, 
vaccinated and up to date on their flea 
and worming treatments. For further 
information visit the website: 

http://www.adoptapet.com.au/ 

Hare Coursing 

Hare coursing is the pursuit of hares with greyhounds and other sighthounds. It 
is a competitive sport, in which dogs are tested on their ability to run, overtake 
and turn a hare. It has a number of variations in its rules around the world, and is 
occasionally used as a form of gambling. Of course, Greyhounds can also be used 
to hunt game or vermin, mainly for food. 

Greyhound Racing 

Being well known for their speed, Greyhounds make great racing animals, as well 
as pets. Greyhound racing is an organised, competitive sport in which the dogs 
are raced around an oval track. They chase a lure in the form of a mock rabbit, 
until they cross the finish line. In some countries Greyhound racing is completely 
amateur and is seen as a hobby. However, in countries such as Australia, Ireland, 
Mexico, Spain, UK, and USA, Greyhound racing is part of the gambling industry.  

In these countries there are some concerns regarding the well being of the racing 
dogs, especially after their retirement. As a result, Greyhound adoption          
movements have developed in the main greyhound racing countries, including 
Australia, to help retired racing dogs find good homes as pets, as noted above. 

How are Greyhounds able to run so fast? 

The key to the speed of a Greyhound can be found in its light but muscular build, large 
heart, the highest percentage of fast-twitch muscle of any breed, and the extreme      
flexibility of the spine. 

In addition, the Greyhound’s style of running 
is quite unique, described as a double      
suspension rotary gallop. While sprinting at 
its greatest speed the Greyhound has all four 
feet free from the ground in two phases, 
contracted and extended, during each full 
stride. 

http://www.adoptapet.com.au/
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            Ben Hall 

One hundred and fifty years ago “Brave Ben Hall” as he was 
known, carried out a number of holdups, in the area around 
Forbes in New South Wales. He was eventually shot dead by 
police acting under the controversial Felons Apprehension 
Act of 1865, which allowed known bushrangers to be shot and killed rather than 
taken to trial. 

Benjamin Hall was born on May 9, 1837, at Wallis Plains, NSW (now Maitland, 
30km NW of Newcastle). His parents, Benjamin Snr. and Eliza Hall were both 
convicts, transported to New South Wales for minor stealing offenses. They    
married in 1834. Ben Jnr. was their fourth child and third son.  

About the end of 1850, the family moved down to the Lachlan River area. Young 
Ben spent his early years working with horses and cattle, developing his skills and 
expertise. In 1856 at Bathurst, Ben Hall, then 19 years old, married Bridget 
(Biddy) Walsh, who was 4 years younger the himself. Three years later, on      
August 7, 1859, Biddy gave birth to a son, whom they named Henry. Around this 
time Ben and Biddy moved onto a 4,000 hectare (10,000 acre) property situated 
about 50 km south of Forbes. 

Unfortunately, by early 1862 their marriage was in trouble, and Biddy left Ben to 
live with a young stockman named James Taylor. It would appear that this was a 
main factor that contributed to Ben turning to a life of crime. In April 1862, Ben 
was arrested for participating in an armed robbery whilst in the company of    
notorious bushranger, Frank        
Gardiner. The charge was dismissed 
due to a lack of evidence. Then, on 
June 15, 1862, a gang of eight men, 
led by Gardiner, and including Hall, 
robbed a gold escort coach of    
banknotes and 75kg (2,700 ounces) 
of gold worth more than £14,000 
near Eugowra, 37km east of Forbes. 
Hall and several others were        
arrested in July, but once again the 
police were unable to gain enough 
evidence to formally charge him. 

Maitland 

Forbes 
Goobang Creek 
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When he was released about the end of August, he organised his own gang and 
took to bushranging full-time. From 1863 to 1865, Ben Hall and his various      
associates conducted one of the most prolific periods of bushranging in the    
colony. Over 100 robberies are attributed to them during this time, including the 
holding up of several villages, dozens of mail coach robberies and the regular 
theft of prized racehorses. 

In one instance, Hall and his gang bailed up Robinson's Hotel in Canowindra 
(70km east of Forbes), and held all the people of the village captive for three 
days. The hostages were not harmed; in fact they were even provided with    
entertainment during their confinement. The local policeman however, was not 
treated so kindly, being locked in his own cell. When the hostages were set free, 
the gang insisted on paying the hotelier and giving the townspeople "expenses." 
The gang’s aim, to humiliate the police, was achieved. 

In late 1864, during the robbery of a mail coach at Black Springs Creek near 
Jugiong (185km south of Forbes), one of Hall’s gang, John Gilbert, shot and killed 
a policeman, Sergeant Parry. Then, in January 1865 Constable Nelson was shot 
and killed by John Dunn during the gang’s raid on a hotel at Collector (today, 
halfway between Canberra and Goulburn). 

Consequently, in early 1865 the authorities passed the Felons Apprehension Act, 
specifically to declare Hall and his gang outlaws, and end their careers. The Act, 
pushed through the Parliament of New South Wales, allowed for any member of 
Hall’s gang to be legally killed by anyone, at any time, without warning. 

By early May 1865, while Hall made plans to elude the police and leave New 
South Wales, his whereabouts was reported to the police by Michael Coneley, a 
former supporter of the gang who had now changed allegiances. On May 5, eight 
well-armed police ambushed Hall near Goobang Creek, 72km west of Forbes. He 
body was riddled with bullets as he 
ran for his horse. His funeral was    
well attended many of his victims as 
well as by sympathisers who admired 
his reckless courage, courtesy to   
women, and good humour. 

A number of folk songs recount Hall's 
life and exploits. The most notable is 
Streets of Forbes, which has been    
recorded by numerous singers and 
groups. Others include The Ballad of 
Ben Hall's Gang, The Death of Ben Hall 
and The Ghost of Ben Hall. Ben Hall’s grave at Forbes cemetery. The        

headstone was erected in the 1920s. 
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In 1876 Charles Andrews was visiting friends at          
Werribee, when his host apologised for not being able to 
serve him any roasted or baked meals, nor cakes. The 
family had ordered a cooking stove from England, but 
the ship carrying it to Australia had been delayed,      
presumably by heavy weather. 

Being a very practical man, Andrews set about helping 
them resolve the matter. Going outside, he found an old, 
large drum (similar to we call an oil drum today). Placing 
the drum over the open fireplace, he proceeded to conduct a few experiments. 
After ascertaining that the heat inside the drum was sufficient for baking         
purposes, he informed his host the “oven” was ready for use. 

When Andrews had immigrated from England as a child in 1848, there were only 
1,307 people in Geelong, occupying 257 homes. As he entered adulthood, he 
worked as a bricklayer and range setter (working with artillery). However while 
establishing his own home, along with wife Elizabeth, he noticed that out of   
necessity, most household goods had to be imported to Australia. However, now 
some 28 years after arriving in the country, local industries had become          
established and, as a result, were capable of providing for their own needs. But 
the cooking stove was one household item that had fallen through the cracks—
and he was now determined to do something about it. 

Returning to his home in Geelong a few days after his crude invention at         
Werribee, Andrews spent a number of weeks drawing plans, experimenting, and 
talking to metal-working tradesmen. The end result was, in the following year 
(1877) he patented the first Australian-designed cooking stove, calling it the  
Nonpareil. The popularity of his new stove went beyond his wildest                  

expectations! 

Charles Andrews did not possess the     
manufacturing capability to mass-produce 
his invention. Rather, while he focussed on 
design and sales, he contracted the work of 
making the units to local industries. The 
top, front, and firebox parts were made of 
cast-iron at Evans “Eagle” Foundry, in    
Cavendish Street (where Winter & Taylor is 
today, on the corner of Mercer Street). The 
finished castings were then carted around 
to Backwell & Sons in Aberdeen Street, 

Advertisement in the Advocate 
(Bernie, Tasmania) for Andrews 

Stoves in 1936. 

This Andrews Stove, no longer in use, is 
located in the kitchen of the old Terminus 

Hotel in Mercer Street, Geelong. 
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where sheet-metal parts were added, and the stoves assembled. 

The Geelong-made stoves were either free-standing, or could be built into a fire-
place. The unit included a built-in flue, greatly simplifying the installation of the 
unit. So popular were the stoves, which were available in sizes from 2 ft to 12 ft 
wide (60cm to 360cm), they were installed throughout Australia, and even     
exported to South Africa, China, and the Pacific Islands. The cost of each unit 
started at £10 each. 

Charles Andrews’ patent for the stoves expired in the 1890s and other           
manufacturers started copying and even improving on Charles Andrews’ designs. 
One of the companies to set up in opposition to Andrews was Backwell & Sons, 
who felt that they could make stoves for themselves rather than just for         
Andrews. Ebenezer Backwell changed his business name to Backwell IXL* 
(Backwell “I excel”) to compete with Andrews’ stove name Nonpareil (“without 
parallel”). Needless to say, Charles Andrews was furious, and relations between 
the two men remained strained to say the least, until Ebenezer died in 1902. 

Despite this setback, the Andrews company still prospered and moved from the 
Latrobe Terrace to new premises in Fenwick Street, where Charles Andrews   
continued to improve on his designs. Eventually, stoves incorporated water-
heating in addition to cooking, allowing the housewife to accomplish two tasks 
while only having to tend the one fire. While stoves were his mainstay, Charles 
also patented a tyring furnace, for heating iron tyres for fitting to cartwheels. 

After Charles' death in 1910 his sons, Arthur and Joseph Andrews took over the 
family business. The two men were known for their religious 
zeal and ‘abounded in character.’ The two established a    
foundry in Spring Street,^ Geelong West, where they             
continued making stoves in the family business. 

Eventually piped natural gas and electric cookers eliminated 
the time-consuming task of lighting a fire and feeding wood 
into it throughout the day. Lacking the business structure and 
advertising skills of competitors Backwell IXL and Pivot,       
Andrews Stoves eventually went into decline and closed in 
1955. However, their solid cookware can still be found in older 
homes, where it is prized by those who still prefer cooking by 
wood stove, and have their home heated at the same time. 

* Backwell IXL—still  in business today, located in South Geelong. 

^ The two men were members of the Christian Israelite Church, or Beardies, which also 
had its headquarters in Spring Street, Geelong West, no doubt generously funded by the 
Andrews Stove Company. See the April 2013 edition of the Jillong Pocket for more details 
of this unusual group who were supporters of the British preacher, John Wroe. 

Arthur Andrews 
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“Rack off”- Go away! 

“Ranga”- person with red hair 

“Rego”- vehicle registration 

“Righto”- alright 

     “Road Train”- a truck with 
many sections attached 

“Ratbag”- a rogue; an 
eccentric person 
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 “Shout”- buy drinks           

 for everyone else 

“Shonky”- of poor quality 

“Smoko”- a short break 

from work (originally to 

smoke a cigarette) 

“Sickie”- a day taken  
off work, but not necessarily 
because of illness 

 “Stone the crows!”-  An       
exclamation of astonishment 
 or frustration. 

“Snags”- sausages 
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The city of Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula have strong links 
with Alfred Deakin and his family. Geelong’s prestigious, and 
ever-expanding university is named after him. Described as   
one of the fathers of Australian Federation, Deakin became   
Australia’s second Prime Minister, then it’s fifth and then      
seventh. He was also a gifted speaker and writer. 

Alfred Deakin was born on August 3, 1856 in Fitzroy, Melbourne. His parents, 
William and Sarah were British immigrants who had arrived in Australia in 1850. 
He was educated with his sister at her small girls' school until commencing at 
Melbourne Church of England Grammar School in 1864. His voracious appetite 
for books and vivid imagination caused his school work to suffer until he         

matured in the upper school. 

Deakin matriculated in 1871 and then became a law student at the    
University of Melbourne. Although he had no particular interest in law, 
his quick comprehension skills and superb memory enabled him to pass 
his course and to be admitted to the Bar in 1877. Not surprisingly, his law 
career proved to be unsuccessful and it was an encounter with David 
Syme, the proprietor of The Age newspaper, which ultimately enabled 
him to earn his living. Between 1878 and 1883, Deakin wrote regularly 
for Syme's newspapers on a wide variety of topics. 

It was also around this time that Deakin's curiosity led him into spiritualism—
eastern mysticism, séances and other explorations of the spirit world. In 1877 he  
published A New Pilgrim's Progress, a story of how the soul reaches perfection, 
which he claimed he received (via channelling with the spirit world) from John 
Bunyan, the original writer of The Pilgrim’s Progress 200 years earlier. It was also 
through spiritualism that he met his wife to be, Elizabeth (Pattie) Browne whose 
family was involved in the movement. Deakin and Pattie were married in 1882, 
and eventually they had three daughters: Ivy, Stella and Vera. 

It was Deakin’s work as a journalist that helped direct his attention towards    
politics. Thus when he was approached by a deputation from the Reform League 
in 1878 to stand as a candidate in the forthcoming election for West Bourke, he 
accepted, despite the fact that the election was to be held in less than a         
fortnight! After a whirlwind campaign, he defeated the opposition candidate by 
ninety-seven votes and was elected, at the age of twenty-three, to the Legisla-
tive Assembly. He fought four more elections over the next eighteen months to 
secure West Bourke and establish himself in the arena of Victorian politics. 

Deakin's concern for the welfare of the underprivileged led him to introduce 
legislation to curb 'sweated' labour and improve conditions in factories. The  

Deakin in his 
late teens 
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Factory Acts of 1885 and 1893, which he helped produce, introduced some     
significant improvements, such as the regulation and inspection of factories, 
compensation for injured workers and the limitation of hours of work for women 
and children. 

He also developed a long standing interest in irrigation after the drought of the 
1880s led to him being appointed head of a Royal Commission into this topic. 
The lack of available information on irrigation spurred him to take a three month 
tour of the United States in order to gather facts. Despite the short time         
available to him, his ability to grasp the essence of a subject enabled him to    
produce the 1885 report Irrigation in America, a concise and lucid explanation of 
the situation in the USA. His work cumulated in the Victorian 1886 Irrigation Act. 

Deakin served in various roles in the Victorian Government, including Minister 
for Public Works and Water Supply, Chief Secretary and Solicitor General and he 
led the Liberal Party from 1886. After his party lost the 1893 election, he          
returned to the backbench where he remained throughout the rest of the 1890s, 
also applying himself to his legal practice in order to support his family. 

It was from 1887 to 1900 however, that Deakin became increasingly involved in 
the movement for Federation, and became Victoria's most prominent                
representative in all the Federal Conferences and Conventions held to develop 
an Australian Constitution. Deakin was a proud, native born Australian and at the 
same time a staunch imperialist. It was these factors, along with his skills and 
knowledge relating to law, history, oration and negotiation which enabled him to 
play a vital role in the Federation movement until 1900, when the Constitution 
was finally passed by the British Parliament. 

In 1901 Edmund Barton became Australia's first Prime Minister and Deakin    
became the first Attorney General and Leader of the House. Deakin was later to 
become Australia's second Prime Minister and he served in this role for three 
terms (1903-4, 1905-8 and 1909-10). As Prime Minister, Deakin was largely    
responsible for building the basic national government structure including       
institutions such as the High Court, the Public 
Service and the Commonwealth Court of 
Conciliation and Arbitration. Legislation   
relating to immigration, trade protection, 
defence and labour were framed by his    
Governments. His stature and renown led to 
him being offered many honours and 
awards, including a knighthood, however his 
modesty led him to refuse all these. 

It was during his second term as Prime     
Minister that he received the first indications 

Australia’s first Prime Minister Edmund 
Barton, with Deakin, his Attorney General. 
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of the toll his hard work and responsibilities were taking on his health. His 
memory began to fail him and he wrote of his concern regarding this in his     
private journals. Deakin retired from Parliamentary life in January 1913 with his 
health broken and his once magnificent memory virtually non-existent. 

His retirement was meant to be full of books and writing, but sadly he was now 
unable to remember things that he had read the previous day. Despite this, he 
was persuaded to chair a Royal Commission on Food Supply in 1914 and to act as 
president of the Australian Commission at the International Exposition in San 
Francisco in 1915. He found both tasks exhausting, as his mental state worsened. 

The loving support of his wife, family and friends provided him with a great deal 
of comfort and eased his life as much as was possible until his death on October 
7, 1919, at the comparatively early age of sixty-three. His cause of death was 
given as meningoencephalitis (congestion or swelling of the brain). 

Ballara & Arilpa– Point Lonsdale 

One of the largest properties in the centre of Point Lonsdale is  
Ballara, built by Alfred Deakin in 1907-08. Designed by his wife 
Pattie, it was intended to be a place of retreat for the Deakin    
family, who loved the seaside town. The house on Glaneuse Road 
is primarily a simple, square hipped roof building, with dormer     
bedrooms, sleep-outs, and encircling verandah.  

Alfred and Pattie’s oldest daughter, Ivy, married Herbert Brookes 
who later became the president of the Victorian Chamber of    
Manufacturers. In 1913, eight years after their marriage, they    

decided to build a holiday 
home, named Arilpa, next 
door to the Deakin’s in Glaneuse Road. Neigh-
bouring streets—Deakin Street and Brookes 
Street are named after the prominent families. 
Deakin University has an large library of family 
photographs, taken at Point Lonsdale showing 
the extended family relaxing while enjoying the 
quiet seaside atmosphere. 

Nestled in native trees and scrub, the two      
distinctively designed timber houses look       
remarkably unaltered from when they were built 
some hundred years ago. The Ballara property 
has been in continuous occupation by the Deakin 
family since that time. 

Deakin family at Point Lonsdale in 1915. 
While writing at the retreat Alfred often 

wrote the phrase “at peace” on the 
bottom of his writing pad, or journal. 

Deakin and Brookes—
riding at Point Lonsdale 

in 1910 
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The mutiny which was later named the Rum Rebellion, was the only 
successful armed takeover of government in Australian history. 

On January 26, 1808, twenty years to the day after Arthur Phillip 
founded European settlement in Australia, the Governor of New 
South Wales, William Bligh, was deposed by the New South Wales 
Corps under the command of Major George Johnston, working   
closely with early businessman, John Macarthur. For the next two 
years the colony was ruled by the military, with the senior military 
officer stationed in Sydney acting as the Lieutenant-Governor of the colony until the 
arrival from Britain of Major-General Lachlan Macquarie as the new Governor at the 
beginning of 1810. 

The British soldiers stationed in Sydney, known as the New South Wales Corps 
(referred to in this article as “the Corps”), ran their own business operations in addition 
to their official government duties. They also had a reputation for disobedience to   
authority. Naval officer William Bligh, well known for his overthrow in the mutiny on 
the Bounty, was the fourth Governor of New South Wales. Succeeding Governor Philip 
Gidley King, it is likely that Bligh was selected by the British Government as governor 
because of his reputation as a hard man, hoping he could rein in the Corps, something 
which his predecessors had not been able to do. 

Soon after his arrival at Sydney in August 1806, Bligh was given an address of welcome 
signed by Major Johnston for the military, by Richard Atkins for the civilian officers, and 
by John Macarthur for the free settlers. However, relations with the Corps quickly 
soured. Farmers living on the Hawkesbury River had been severely affected by flooding 
and desperately needed to restock from the colony stores, controlled by the Corps. 
Major Johnston was deliberately withholding sheep from the farmers so as to raise the 
price of mutton, dramatically increasing profits from the sale of sheep owned by Corps 
members. One of Bligh's first actions was to use the colony's stores and flocks to      
provide relief to these farmers. The Corps was furious! 

In the fledgling community hard currency (money) was in short supply. Thus, the      
preferred method of payment, fully controlled by the Corps, was alcoholic spirits,      
particularly rum, which was not only an official part of a sailor’s rations, but supplied to 
the Corps by businessman, John Macarthur. Bligh was under instructions from the    
Colonial Office to stamp out the use of spirits as payment for commodities, and to 
“establish regulations at his discretion for the sale of spirits."  

While this was the greatest cause for dissent among the Corps, and the reason for   
naming the ensuing events the “Rum Rebellion,” Bligh made a number of other        
decisions which contributed to the hostility directed against him; to name a few—he 
ceased the practice of handing out large land grants to the wealthy and influential men 
in the colony, yet he granted 800 hectares of land to his daughter and himself; he kept 
a group of Irish convicts under arrest even though they had been acquitted of the 

William Bligh 
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charges against them; he dismissed D'Arcy Wentworth from his position as Assistant 
Surgeon to the Colony without explanation; he sentenced three merchants to a 
month's imprisonment and a fine for writing a letter which he considered offensive; 
Bligh also dismissed Thomas Jamison as magistrate, viewing him as an obstruction to 
good government.  

In October 1807 Major George Johnston wrote a formal letter of complaint to the   
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, stating that Bligh was abusive and interfering 
with the troops in the Corps. Meanwhile, Johnston’s good friend and business partner, 
John Macarthur, was having his own battles with Bligh. Bligh had shut down               
Macarthur’s rum supply. He had also halted Macarthur's illegal importation of stills. 

Macarthur and Bligh were also engaged in other disagreements, including a conflict 
over landing regulations. In June 1807, a convict had stowed away and escaped Sydney 
on one of Macarthur's vessels, and in December 1807, when that vessel returned to 
Sydney, the bond held to ensure compliance by shipping was deemed to be forfeited. 

Bligh had the Judge-Advocate, Richard Atkins, issue an order for John Macarthur to 
appear on the matter of the bond on December 15, 1807. Macarthur disobeyed the 
order and was arrested and bailed to appear for trial at the next sitting of the Sydney 
Criminal Court on January 25, 1808. Macarthur objected to Atkins being fit to sit in 
judgement of him because he was his debtor and enemy. His protest had the support 
of the other six members of the court, all officers of the Corps. Without the Judge-
Advocate, the trial could not take place and the court dissolved. 

On the morning of January 26, 1808 Bligh again ordered that Macarthur be arrested. 
The Corps responded with a request for a new Judge-Advocate and the release of    
Macarthur on bail. Bligh summoned the officers to Government House to answer 
charges made by the judge and he informed 
Major Johnston that he considered the action of 
the officers of the Corps to be treasonable. 

Meanwhile, Johnston had gone to the jail and 
issued an order releasing Macarthur, who then 
drafted a petition calling for Johnston to arrest 
Bligh and take charge of the colony. This petition 
was signed by the officers of the Corps and other 
prominent citizens. With the backing of his     
fellow officers, Johnston then went to call on 
Bligh to resign and submit to arrest. 

At 6:00pm the Corps, with full band and colours, marched to Government House to 
arrest Bligh. They finally found him, in full dress uniform, “behind his bed” where he 
claimed he was hiding papers. However, other reports from Corps members locate him 
under his bed cowering, as depicted in a sketch drawn by one of the arresting soldiers.          
Whatever the case, Bligh refused to leave for England until lawfully relieved of his duty. 
During the rest of 1808 Bligh and his daughter Mary Putland were confined to          
Government House, under house arrest.  

Johnston then appointed a fill-in court to hear the case against Macarthur which,    

A cartoon created within hours of William 
Bligh's arrest, portraying him as a coward. 
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unsurprisingly, found him not guilty. Macarthur was then appointed as Colonial          
Secretary and effectively ran the business affairs of the colony. Jamison was also       
reinstated as a magistrate, which enabled him and his fellow legal officers to scrutinise 
Bligh's personal papers for evidence of wrongdoing they could use against him. 

Following Bligh's overthrow Johnston notified his superior officer, Colonel William    
Paterson, who was in Tasmania establishing a settlement at Port Dalrymple 
(Launceston), of events. Paterson was reluctant to get involved until clear orders     
arrived from England. However, by the end of the year there was still no word.         
Paterson then came to Sydney in January 1809 to sort out matters. 

After taking over command from Johnston, Paterson confined Bligh to 
the military barracks until he signed a contract agreeing to return to 
England. Paterson, whose health was failing, then retired to                 
Government House at Parramatta and left Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph 
Foveaux to run the colony. 

Then, in January 1809 Bligh was given control of HMS Porpoise, on        
condition that he return to England. However, Bligh sailed to Hobart, 
seeking the support of the Tasmanian Lieutenant-Governor David    
Collins to retake control of the colony. Collins did not support him and 
on Paterson's orders Bligh remained cut off on the Porpoise, moored at 
the mouth of the River Derwent south of Hobart, until January 1810. 

The Colonial Office finally acted. It decided that sending naval governors to rule the 
colony was untenable. Orders finally arrived in Sydney. The NSW Corps, now known as 
the 102nd Regiment of Foot, was to be recalled to England and replaced with the 73rd 
Regiment of Foot. Bligh was to be reinstated for 24 hours, then recalled to England, 
Johnston sent to England for court-martial, and Macarthur tried in Sydney. Major-
General Lachlan Macquarie was put in charge of the mission and he took over as     
Governor with an elaborate ceremony on January 1, 1810. 

Governor Macquarie reinstated all the officials who had been sacked by Johnston and 
Macarthur and cancelled all land and stock grants that had been made since Bligh's 
deposition, though to calm things down he made grants that he thought appropriate to 
prevent any revenge. When Bligh received the news of Macquarie's arrival, he sailed to 
Sydney and then England arriving on October 25, 1810. 

Having informally heard arguments from both sides, the government authorities in 
England were not impressed by either Macarthur and Johnston's accusations against 
Bligh, nor by Bligh's ill-tempered letters accusing key figures in the colony of              
unacceptable conduct. Johnston was court-martialled, found guilty and cashiered, the 
lowest penalty possible. He was then able to return as a free citizen to his estate,    
Annandale, in Sydney. Macarthur was not tried but was refused permission to return 
to his property in NSW until 1817, since he would not admit his wrongdoing. 

Bligh's promotion to rear admiral was held up until the end of Johnston's trial.         
Afterward it was backdated to July 31, 1810 and Bligh took up the position that had 
been kept for him. He continued his naval career in the Admiralty, without command, 
until he died of cancer in 1817. 

Lachlan Macquarie 
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Since 1835, when John Batman’s group 
first established a settlement on the 
Bellarine Peninsula, the good soil 
around Geelong has been sown with 
crops—and the principle crop of all was 
wheat. Today, world trade in wheat is 
greater than all other crops combined. 
Wheat grain is a staple food used to 
make flour for leavened, flat and 
steamed breads, biscuits, cookies, 
cakes, breakfast cereal, pasta, noodles, and couscous. Yet none of this is possible 
without the ability to turn the grain into flour, and for that a mill is needed. 

Early mills needed a source of power to turn the grinding wheel which crushed 
the grains into powder (flour). The most common were turned by a water-wheel, 
and hence needed to be located beside a river with a steady flow of water.    
Typically the water wheel rotated at 10rpm. The water wheel was connected via 
an axle, through gears to the grinding wheel which spun at 120rpm. Grain was 
fed into the grinding wheel through a hopper at the top, and was collected as 
flour underneath. 

For the first ten years of white settlement, Geelong farmers either milled their 
own wheat, or shipped it to Sydney, Hobart Town, or even England for milling. 
Finally, in 1845 the first commercial mill was built in Geelong on the Barwon  
River, near where the James Harrison Bridge now crosses. Erected by William 
Collins, the Union Steam Flour Mill used a steam engine to power the grinding 
wheel. Water was required from the river to generate steam, the main source of 

power for many early Geelong industries. 

About six years later the Barrabool Flour Mill 
was established at Fyansford. This 5-storey 
bluestone building was constructed beside the 
Barwon River by John Highett. A dam was     
constructed just below the mill (today called 
Baums Weir*) to provide a constant source of 
water during dryer months. A water-wheel was 
used to turn the grinding mechanism.            
Unfortunately, after operating for only a few 
months, a massive flood in 1852 washed the 

*A future Jillong Pocket edition will focus on Baums 
Weir, and related river improvements in the area. 

The Barrabool Flour Mill showing the              
water-wheel at front. 

The Albion Woollen Mill backs on to 
the Barwon River at Newtown. The 

vacant block next to it is the original 
Union Steam Flour Mill site. 
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water-wheel away, along with part of the building, requiring major repairs. 

The location near the Fyansford bridge over the Moorabool River proved popular 
with millers. To the west lay prime farming land, where wheat and other grains 
were grown in abundance. Seven kilometres to the east lay the port at Geelong, 
to export the finished product throughout the       
colonies of Australia and the rest of the world. 

In 1854 Fyansford conducted its first land sale, 
and G.J. Barthold purchased land for another flour 
mill which would operate in competition with the 
Barrabool Flour Mill, only 1.5km away. The     
Fyansford Steam Flour Mill was a three-storey 
building completed the following year. Also     
constructed was the nearby Flour Mill house, used 
by the factory manager. However, by 1861 the 
business was closed and sold. Twelve years later, 
William Collins, the owner of Geelong’s first mill, 
the Union Steam Flour Mill, is recorded as the owner. 

While the three flour mills were an important part of Geelong’s early history, it 
appears that an irregular water supply, coupled with aging technology and the 
introduction of freight trains running to Melbourne made them all unprofitable 
within a few decades. 

In 1874 William Collins converted his original Union Steam Flour Mill into the 
Union Woollen Mill. The site stands as a vacant block beside the empty Albion 
Woollen and Worsted Mill on La Trobe Terrace today, although the Collins Bros. 
office building still exists on the corner of La Trobe and West Fyans Streets. 

The Barrabool Flour Mill was eventually forced to share its water supply with the 
Barwon Paper Mill which was built on the opposite side of the Barwon River in 
1876. The Paper Mill owners constructed a 900m water channel from Baums 
Weir to the paper mill, diverting a large portion of the water supply.  No longer 
financially viable, the flour mill closed. By 1888 the Fyansford Starch Factory took 
over the premises, using rice as the raw material. Some time later the building 
had new owners and it was converted into a jam factory. However, by 1938 little 
of the mill remained, and today only Baums Weir and the water-race which fed 
the original water-wheel can be seen. Similarly, the Fyansford Steam Flour Mill 
no longer exists. Only a bare paddock can be seen on the original site.  

Flour mills exist throughout Australia today where electric motors drive the   
milling process at incredible speeds. While efficiency and mass production are     
important today, the thought of a quite riverside setting and water-wheels being 
pushed by flowing streams may appeal to those who prefer a quieter lifestyle.  

The Flour Mill House in Atkins 
Street, Fyansford today. 
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Measles is a very contagious viral illness that causes a  
skin rash and fever. Serious and sometimes fatal           
complications include pneumonia and encephalitis (brain 
inflammation). Measles is also known as rubeola.      
Worldwide, measles is the fifth highest cause of illness 
and death in children. 

Measles is rare in Australia because of the widespread 
use of the measles vaccine. However, a number of cases 
have been detected within the last 12 months in New South Wales and       
Queensland, presumably brought into the country by overseas travellers. Thus, it 
is important to continue vaccinating children. 

The signs and symptoms of measles may include: 

 Fever 

 Generally feeling unwell (malaise) 

 Runny nose 

 Dry cough 

 Sore and red eyes (conjunctivitis) 

 Red and bluish spots inside the mouth 

 Red and blotchy skin rash that spreads over the body. 
 
Some of the complications of measles include: 

 Otitis media – inflammation of the middle ear. 

 Diarrhoea and vomiting 

 Respiratory infections – such as bronchitis, croup or laryngitis. 

 Pneumonia – a type of lung inflammation 

 Pregnancy problems – Pregnant women risk miscarriage or premature labour. 

 Encephalitis – brain inflammation. Affects about one patient in every 1000.  
 
How measles is spread 
Measles is most commonly spread when someone swallows or inhales the cough 
or sneeze droplets from an infected person. Infection can occur if someone 
touches contaminated surfaces or objects and then touches their own mouth or 
nose, or eats with unwashed hands. Symptoms usually occur about 10 to 12 days 
after infection. Measles is very contagious. Estimates suggest that a person with 
measles will infect about nine in every 10 people they have contact with who 
have not been immunised or previously infected with measles. 
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Measles are rare in Australia thanks to immunisation, but cases still occur. At 
high risk is anyone who hasn’t been vaccinated, particularly children and health 
care workers. People who are at increased risk of potentially fatal measles              
complications include anyone with a chronic illness as well as children younger 
than five years. 

An uncomplicated case of measles usually lasts about 14 days and most people 
make a full recovery. In the meantime, treatment options may include: bed rest, 
taking plenty of fluids, and Paracetamol to reduce pain and fever. Isolation from 
other people to reduce the risk of transmission is very important. Occasionally, 
contracting measles becomes a serious problem that requires urgent treatment 
and can even be life threatening. Treatment depends on the complication but 
may include hospitalisation and antibiotics to treat bacterial infection. 

Prevention of measles 
Immunisation is the best protection against measles. A person 
who receives the recommended two doses has 99 per cent 
immunity against measles infection. The measles vaccine in 
Australia is combined with mumps and rubella (German      
measles) vaccines and is commonly known as MMR (after each 
disease). In Victoria, this vaccine is available free to young    
children – at 12 months, and again at 18 months. 

Contact with someone with measles 
If you have NOT been immunised against measles and you’ve been in contact 
with someone with measles, there are different treatment options depending on 
how long it’s been since you were in contact with the infected person. For       
example: Contact in the last 72 hours—you should receive measles immunisation 
immediately. Contact in the last 3 to 7 days—immunoglobulin is advised to    
provide interim protection. This is known as passive immunisation. Measles    
vaccination, or active immunisation, should be given later to prevent further risk 
of infection, but not until three months after you received the immunoglobulin. 
Normal human immunoglobulin (NHIG), given as an intramuscular injection, is 
freely available. 

Where to get help 

 Your doctor 

 Always call an ambulance in an emergency. Telephone:  000 

 The emergency department of your nearest hospital 

 Your local council immunisation service 

 Immunisation Program, Department of Health Victoria –Tel. 1300 882 008 

 NURSE-ON-CALL Tel. 1300 606 024 – for expert advice (24 hours, 7 days) 

 Maternal and Child Health Line is available 24 hours a day Tel. 13 22 29 

The measles virus 
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One of Australia's greatest acting      
talents, Cate has made a name for   
herself in some of the biggest films in 
the last 15 years, including the Lord Of 
The Rings trilogy.  

Catherine Elise Blanchett was born on 
May 14, 1969 to Robert Blanchett, an American naval officer, and his wife June, 
an Australian schoolteacher. One of three children (she has an older brother, 
Bob, and a younger sister Genevieve), Cate was raised by her mother following 
her father's death from a heart attack when she was only 10-years-old.  

Having an extroverted personality gave her an early passion for music and      
drama. She attended Melbourne's Methodist Ladies College, becoming the 
school drama captain. From there, she moved on to Melbourne University to 
study Fine Arts and Economics, but soon left to travel around the world. Upon 
returning to Australia, Cate enrolled in the National Institute of Dramatic Art. 
After graduating in 1992 she won almost instant acclaim, playing the role of    
Felice Bauer in Timothy Daly's Kafka Dances, and winning the 1993 Newcomer 
Award from the Sydney Theatre Critics' Circle for her performance. 

From there, she went on to star alongside Geoffrey Rush in the 1993 David   
Mamet play, Oleanna. Two years later, she was nominated for Best Female     
Performance for her turn as Ophelia in the Belvoir Street Theatre Company's 
production of Hamlet. 

After a couple of television appearances she took on Heartland, a controversial 
drama in which she played divorcee Beth Ashton. She received widespread    
acclaim for the performance. Next came a role in the short-lived series              
Bordertown, set in a 1950's migrant camp populated by European immigrants. 
However, she made her movie debut as a nurse captured by the Japanese during 
World War II, in the drama Paradise Road, before going on to star opposite Ralph 
Fiennes in Oskar & Lucinda. 

In 1997, while playing Nina in Chekov's The Seagull, she met screenwriter and 
continuity editor Andrew Upton. The pair soon married and subsequently Cate 
gave birth to their three sons—Dashiell (2001), Roman (2004), and Ignatius 
(2008). 

Her first high-profile role came a year later when she played Elizabeth I of       
England, in the 1998 feature Elizabeth. The part earned her a Golden Globe 
Award and British Academy Award (Bafta) for best actress, although she lost out 
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on the Oscar that year to Gwyneth Paltrow. 

The following year, Blanchett was nominated for more awards for her supporting 
role in The Talented Mr Ripley. Work quickly followed in the form of the well-
received Pushing Tin and the horror tale, The Gift. 

In 2001, she starred in Bandits with Bruce Willis, before embarking on her       
biggest, yet least challenging part, when she appeared as the elf queen Galadriel 
in Peter Jackson's Lord Of The Rings trilogy (2001-2003). 

Tougher was the role of Charlotte Gray, where she played a young Scot who joins 
the French resistance to save her RAF boyfriend who's been shot down over 
France. Unfortunately the movie—which was the most expensive British film 
ever made—was a failure at the box office. 

Undaunted, Blanchett moved on to star alongside Kevin Spacey in The Shipping 
News. The diversity of her work continued in 2003, when she took the title role 
in the true story of Irish journalist Veronica Guerin and her campaign against 
Dublin's major drug dealers. The film, directed by Joel Schumacher, opened with 
Guerin's assassination in 1996 and then retraced her path to this point. 

In 2004 Cate starred alongside Leonardo DiCaprio  
in The Aviator. Her outstanding portrayal of   
Katherine Hepburn in the movie earned her an 
Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress the 
following year. 

2007 saw the multi-talented actress reprise her 
role as Elizabeth I in the sequel titled Elizabeth: 
the Golden Age. The actress received two          
Academy Award nominations that year—Best    
Actress for Elizabeth: the Golden Age, and Best 
Supporting Actress for the film I'm Not There. 
Blanchett became only the 11th actor ever to 
receive two Oscar nominations in the same year. 

In 2008, the Australian star appeared alongside Brad Pitt in The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button. She was later that year presented with a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. The following year, she was honoured in her home country when 
her face appeared on a postage stamp, in a series featuring famous Australian 
actors. Two years later in 2010, Blanchett starred opposite Russell Crowe in a 
popular remake of the film Robin Hood. 

In 2012 Cate reprised her role as Galadriel in the new movie trilogy The Hobbit. 
In coming months, look for her in these upcoming movies: The Hobbit: The       
Desolation of Smaug; The Monuments Men; How to Train Your Dragon 2; The 
Hobbit: There and Back Again; and Cinderella. 

Cate Blanchett, in the role of Galadriel, 
the Elfish Queen in the Lord of the 

Rings movie trilogy. 
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This pizza pasta bake has great flavours the kids will love. Make two 
batches so everyone can have some for lunch the next day. 

 

Ingredients: 

 2 teaspoons olive oil 

 1 large red onion, chopped 

 3 rashers Primo middle bacon, 
trimmed, chopped 

 4 cups small dried penne pasta 

 200g button mushrooms, sliced 

 1 medium green capsicum, 
chopped 

 700g jar tomato pasta sauce 

 2 tablespoons chopped fresh basil 
leaves 

 1 1/3 cups grated pizza cheese 

 Salad leaves, to serve 

 

Method: 

Step 1 

Preheat oven to 180°C/160°C fan-forced. Heat oil in a frying pan. Add onion and 
bacon. Cook, stirring, for 3 to 5 minutes or until onion has softened. 

Step 2 

Place pasta in a 10 cup-capacity ovenproof dish. Top with onion mixture,      
mushroom, capsicum, pasta sauce, basil and 1 1/2 cups cold water. Stir to      
combine. Season with salt and pepper. Cover tightly with foil. 

Step 3 

Bake for 20 minutes. Add 1/2 cup hot water. Cover. Bake for 20 minutes.        
Remove foil. Sprinkle with cheese. Bake for 15 minutes or until cheese is melted 
and golden and pasta is tender. Serve with salad leaves. 

Recipe by Kim Coverdale   For more recipes like this one go to www.taste.com.au 
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  Word Search– Unique Australian Words 

L E S G A W S U G N A R P N O 

H I O E R V O N M Y E G G U M 

T O N L V Z N O I C A O E N W 

U U Y G O O O N A Z O C S E U 

R O U N O U G C N D B C F O S 

T R K I N O T O O N U H K L S 

S E W B O U B B R G T D K Y N 

D S O N S R D B A R B I E A A 

I W T H A Y K E O C A L R C G 

T O H G H T M R K Y K N O H S 

R W G U T F U L S C V U G M O 

F A I R D I N K U M I E T A M 

E A R T L N I B I Y O N K S U 
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ACE 

ARVO 

BARBIE 

BINGLE 

BOGUN 

BONZA 

BUCKLEYS 

CACTUS 

COBBER 

COCKY 

DUDE 

DUNNY 

FAIR DINKUM 

FLAKE 

GARBO 

GOODO 

GOON 

GUTFUL 

HOON 

KERO 

LINGO 

MATE 

METHO 

MUG 

MUSO 

NICKED 

NIFTY 

OUTBACK 

PRANG 

RANGA 

RIGHTO 

RORT 

SHONKY 

SKITE 

SMOKO 

SNAGS 

STRUTH 

SWAG 

TWIT 

WOWSER 

WUSS 

YOBBO 

YONKS 

ZONKED 
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On the old $2 banknote is: 

William Farrer 

William James Farrer, wheat 
breeder, was born on April 3, 

1845 in Westmorland, England, the son of a tenant farmer. At 25, after           
contracting tuberculosis he immigrated to Australia. In 1882 at St Philip's         
Anglican Church, Sydney, he married Nina de Salis. They remained childless. 

Having an interest in farming Farrer became fixated on wheat-growing. As early 
as 1882 he started to formulate specific plans for producing improved wheats.      
His ideas began with the concept of selecting Australian plants which showed 
superior qualities. But he soon included foreign wheats and favoured the system-
atic cross-fertilisation of suitable parents prior to selecting promising plants.  

In July 1886 Farrer settled on his property, Lambrigg, on the Murrumbidgee River 
near where Canberra now stands, and intensified his experiments. In 1889, the 
year of his first crude attempts at cross-breeding, the colonies' crop was one of 
the worst in Australia's history, and flour-millers had to import wheat.  

Cross-pollinating one wheat type to another using a hairpin until forceps were 
available, Farrer produced hundreds of plants to be further culled and selected. 
He worked tirelessly throughout the 1890s although he was not a robust man. A 
riding accident in 1878 had left him with one shoulder a little lower than the  
other. He also suffered impaired eyesight. 

Until his appointment as wheat experimentalist to the Department of Agriculture 
in September 1898 with an annual salary of £350, Farrer, his wife and her father 
had been living by their own means. At one stage, a wealthy uncle in England 
issued him with an ultimatum—return to England and inherit the family fortune, 
or be disinherited. He chose to stay in Australia and continue his work. 

Further wheat selection produced Federation, the Farrer variety that became by 
far the most widely grown of his wheats. From 1910 to 1925 it was the leading 
variety for the whole continent. In addition, his varieties spread to 
other wheat-growing countries where some of them proved to be  
widely grown and popular in commercial production. 

Farrer’s wheats were subsequently replaced by newer varieties, 
but his wheat types were used as parents in the breeding of   
modern varieties. Farrer continued his work until his death, of 
heart disease, on April 16, 1906, and was buried on the hilltop 
behind his house at Lambrigg. His grave is now marked with a 
granite column, erected by the Commonwealth Government. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=willuam+farrer&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0flHs_03GK1y0M&tbnid=bDL6gCFaivU8HM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.vision.net.au/~pwood/july05.htm&ei=kAuDUZenEIbekgXh8oDwDA&bvm=bv.45960087,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNH5QS3k6Kh5vM_itWg
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About this brochure: 
This brochure has been produced as a community service by participants in the Work For The Dole 
scheme at Workskil- Corio branch office. This is part of a Job Services Australia initiative. 
All comments and views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the participants in the 
scheme and not necessarily the views of Workskil or Job Services Australia. 
If you have any comments about information contained in this brochure, or suggestions for future 
issues please write to:  Workskil WFTD 
    Unit 1001 Corio Shopping Centre.  

 Bacchus Marsh Rd. Corio 3214 
 Ph: (03) 5245 3000    or email:  ssharp@workskil.com.au 

Geelong– 150 years ago this month 

 

“The man Murphy, sentenced to death for the murder of Police-

constable O’Brien, at Warrnambool, was hanged within the   

precincts of the goal this morning, at 8.16 a.m. 

Soon after eight o’clock the Sheriff, R. Reid, Esq. went to the 

cell, where the criminal was engaged in prayer with a Roman 

Catholic priest, and demanded the body in the usual way.   

Murphy, when brought out, was scarcely able to stand. Upon 

mounting the steps of the gallows the rope was fixed, and the 

prayers continued for a very long period, to the torture of all 

present. The unhappy criminal was so exhausted that he was 

unable to stand up, although frequently requested to do so by 

the priest. 

At last the drop fell, and through one of the ropes breaking, the 

flap hit Murphy in the face, drawing blood. After the lapse of 

nine minutes the man’s pulse was stated by the profession   

present to be beating steadily, and did not cease for a minute or 

two afterwards. 

The man seemed penitent, but made no allusion publicly to the 

crime for which he suffered; yet he may have done so to his     

religious advisor.” 

 

(Bendigo Advertiser November 7, 1863 p.2 ) 

The Jillong Pocket is available online. 
Go to www.workskil.com.au and select 
the “Community Programs” tab. 
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United Services Home. Crimea Street, Drysdale 
During the Nineteenth Century, the British Empire expanded dramatically, with frequent 
wars being fought and won. However, many ex-servicemen became destitute, and in 
England a movement was formed to raise money to care for these patriots. The idea 
caught on here in Victoria, and the Drysdale community raised £1,500 to build a home 
for retired servicemen on land donated by the Drysdale Council. It was opened on July 
1, 1891 with much fanfare. The first eight servicemen to move in included 98-year-old 
John Brown, who had fought at Waterloo in 1815, when the British Duke of Wellington 
defeated Emperor Napoleon of France.  
The home was closed in 1922 and sold to the Defence Department, who used it up until 
the 1950’s, when it was sold to a local farmer. Today, it is a (magnificent) private home. 

 c.1900 

Source: Bellarine Historical Society 


