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Off to the Butcher! 

The early community of Victoria became established and enriched by farming. 
Sheep and cattle in vast numbers were raised for their wool, skins and meat. To a 
lesser degree pigs and poultry supplemented the meat supply. Thousands of 
cattle, and tens of thousands of sheep were processed through the stock       
markets every week, and meat became a regular on the family dinner plate. 

During the 1880-90s Geelong was a main port for exporting frozen meat. A huge 
meat packaging works was built at Corio Quay in North Geelong to prepare the 
meat ready for shipment. The trade was developed after experiments in refriger-
ation were conducted by well-known Geelong identity James Harrison. The     
frozen cuts of meat, including lamb, mutton, beef and pork realised about 4d. a 
pound (9c/kg) when sold in London up to four months after leaving Geelong.  

However, refrigerated meat was not available on the streets of Geelong itself. As 
can be seen from the photo above, R.D. Clement’s butcher shop, located in 
Spring Street, Geelong West, left a lot to be desired when it came to hygiene. 
The Clement family, including a set of twins in the perambulator, proudly posed 
for this photograph taken around 1890. With meat cleaver still in hand, we could      
imagine Clement was soon back at work, attacking a freshly slaughtered carcass 
in his shop, while brushing flies away from his face. 

While such scenes are still common today in developing countries where         
refrigeration is unavailable or too expensive, thankfully Geelong has progressed 
to the point where food poisoning from unhygienic conditions is rare. 

Anyone for a pound or two of sausages? 
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Geelong was established as a town in 1838. Melbourne had been declared a 
town a year earlier, and so both towns grew up together. During the early      
Victorian Gold Rush days in the 1850s Geelong was actually a much bigger town 
than Melbourne. But only 30 years later, while Geelong’s population hovered 
around 19,000, Melbourne’s had skyrocketed to 500,000! What had changed? 

Simply put, Geelong’s population growth had run aground—in Corio Bay. At a 
time when all supplies, as well as immigrants arrived by ship, Melbourne’s    
deeper port had a distinct advantage. In fact, Corio Bay was so shallow that only 
the smallest of seafaring ships could actually make it into the inner harbour, to 
dock alongside the Railway, Yarra Street or Moorabool Street piers. The deepest 
part of the bay followed a natural winding channel that was only 8 to 11 feet 
[2.4m to 3.3m] deep. Rocky shoals lined the channel ready to catch any            
unsuspecting ship whose captain was not paying full attention. Inside the inner 
harbour area the bay actually got deeper, up to 5 fathoms [9m] in parts.  

To make matters more difficult, a sand bar ran across the bay from Point Henry 
to Point Lillias. Reportedly it was even possible to wade along the sand bar from 
one side of the bay to the other. Even at high tide the water was only about 7 
feet [2.1m] deep. Among such treacherous conditions Corio Bay was often 
blocked by stranded ships, waiting for high tide and a tug to refloat them.        
Understandably, most ships preferred to drop anchor at Point Henry rather than 
risk sailing over the bar. 

What was it like disembarking at Point Henry? One early traveller made this    
observation: “We could see two vessels landing sheep and cattle at the point, 
where no wharf accommodation was built, so that the animals were beached 
from the boats, or had to swim on shore for their lives. Those that were not 
strong enough to do so were drowned, or, if they were too weak to travel after 
landing, died on the beach, which was covered with bones, especially those of 

Point Henry 

Point Lillias 

Geelong 
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sheep.” Passengers also had to swim, or be carried ashore on the backs of sailors. 
And there was still a matter of 4½ miles [7km] to walk to Geelong. No wonder 
travellers preferred to disembark at Melbourne. Something had to be done! 

The first improvement occurred in April 1839. Captain Scott in the government 
ship Ranger, charted the channel and fixed buoys along its length to help other 
vessels stay in the channel. Ship captains who regularly plied the route were  
delighted, until a storm 19 months later ripped all but two from their moorings. 
Without the channel markers the Lowestoffe immediately ran aground, and one 
sailor perished while trying to seek assistance. The channel buoys were quickly 
replaced, but obviously more improvements were needed. However, with British     
government located in Sydney, any monies for improvements were spent in that 
northern town, rather than used to help the squatters of the Port Phillip District. 
Pleas to the Governor to have Corio Bay dredged fell on deaf ears for the next 13 
years, but things quickly changed when gold was found near Ballarat. 

Instead of dozens of ships entering Port Phillip Bay each week, now there were 
hundreds of vessels, looking for somewhere to empty their cargo of human gold-
seekers. Ships crews also abandoned their jobs, lured by the promise of a quick 
fortune at the goldfields. And so, empty ships stood idle in the bay as captains 
desperately ventured into hotels and pubs throughout Geelong, looking for   
recruits to help sail their ships back to England. All this activity resulted in better 
access to the Port of Geelong suddenly becoming a priority. 

In 1853 dredging operations began, and the following year the Geelong            
Advertiser boasted that ships drawing up to 14 foot [4.2m] of water could now 
enter the inner harbour, including some of the new steamships. During the 
dredging operations a number of protruding rocky shoals and unchartered reefs 
were also located and removed, making the passage down the bay much safer 
for vessels with their heavy cargo. 

One of the claims of early Geelong settlers was that if the channel was made 
deeper, it would require little mainte-
nance, due to the fact that the tide 
was so small [0.7m—1.2m], and with 
little water entering the bay from 
rivers or streams, silt build-up would 
be minimal. These claims proved 
false, as regular dredging was still 
required to keep the channel open. 
Further deepening works took place 
in 1861-2 and again in 1866. As a   
result, ships with a draught of 18 feet 
[5.4m] could now tie up at Geelong. Opening the Hopetoun Channel on December 20, 1893  

State Library of Victoria drawing 
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But the problem was still not fully resolved. During the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, shipbuilding made rapid advances in design and size. Before long,   
larger ocean-going vessels could no longer enter the Port of Geelong. And not 
only was the channel now too shallow, but it was also too narrow. One ship, the 
Culgoa, had a beam of 43 feet [13m], and in one place the channel was only 47 
feet [14.3m] wide. It was only one of many ships that ran aground in the bay, 
frustrating the owner and crew, and blocking the channel for all other boats. To 
refloat the Culgoa, 100 tons (tonnes) of cargo then had to be unloaded onto      
lighters (flat-bottomed smaller boats). Tugs were then called on to pull her back 
into the channel before towing her back to port to check for damage. Further 
pleas for a bigger shipping channel went out to the Victorian government. 

Finally, after careful planning major dredging work started in 
1881, but made slow progress. In fact so slow was the work 
being done, by 1891 the outcry from Geelong seamen and 
merchants pressured the government to hire an extra dredging 
machine from Auckland Harbour Trust in New Zealand (at £30 
per week) to help speed up the job. The massive undertaking 
continued and, after 12 years and a cost of £85,000, the      
enlarged channel across the sand bar was finally completed. 

On December 20, 1893, with much fanfare the Governor of 
Victoria gave his name to the shipping route during the     
opening ceremony. As the official party steamed past Point 
Henry on board the S.S. Hygeia Lord Hopetoun declared the 
Hopetoun Channel open, to the cheers of spectators in a       
flotilla of boats surrounding the official party. The new channel 
was now 12,290 feet [3.75km] long, 132 feet [40m] wide and 
22½ feet [6.8m] deep at low tide. 

In his official speech Lord Hopetoun made reference to the original sand bar   
between Point Henry and Point Lillias, acknowledging that: “It has often been 
affirmed that had that spot of sand not existed, Geelong would have been the 
capital of Victoria. . . From to-day the embargo which nature placed upon your 
port is removed, and from to-day the town of Geelong is in the happy position of 
being able to make a fresh start.”   

Of course, since then ships have continued to grow in size. During the 1930s the 
channel was again deepened to get the huge grain ships into port at the new 
Geelong Grain Terminal. Again in 1957 the channel was deepened to receive oil 
tankers with a draught up to 34 feet [10.3m]. Today the channel depth is      
maintained at 12.3m, allowing ships with a draught up to 11.7m to enter the 
port. This still restricts large tankers and cruise liners from entering the port, and 
debate still continues whether to increase the Hopetoun Channel depth further. 

John Hope, the 7th Earl 
of Hopetoun, Governor 
of Victoria (1889-95), 
after whom the Corio 
Bay channel is named. 
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The Huon Pine (Lagarostrobos franklinii) is a slow-growing conifer that is found 
naturally only in Tasmania. The tree takes its common name from the Huon River  
along which it grows in the south of the isle. It also grows in a few stands along 
other rivers and sub-alpine lakes. Huon Pine remains one of the most valuable 
sources of timber in the country. 

Some individual Huon Pine are thought to be over 2,200 years old, making them 
some of the oldest living organisms on earth. In fact, remains from a tree      
found in the south-west of Tasmania were found to be 3,462 years old! Only the 
bristle-cone pine of North America exceeds it in age.  

The trees grows at the incredibly slow rate of between 0.3-2mm per year in    
diameter. Despite such slow growth trees may eventually attain a height of 40m, 
but more commonly reach 20-25m in height. They are usually killed by fire and 
are also drought sensitive, so are restricted to growing in cool, wet areas.  

The foliage of the Huon Pine consists of tiny scales closely pressed to the stalk. 
Pollen and seeds come from small cones that are about 3mm long. Male and 
female cones are produced on separate trees. However, a small number of trees 
produce both male and female cones, although this is quite rare. 

Reproduction occurs in 2 distinct ways. Firstly, trees mass-produce seeds at the 
same time every 5-7 years (called mast years). The seeds are dispersed a short 
distance around the tree, except when they land in water and are transported 
downstream. 

Huon pines also reproduce vegetatively. Tree branches reaching the ground start 

Huon Pine trees cast a perfect reflection in the Gordon River, Tasmania 

Diane Byrne 
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to take root and establish themselves as new trees, which        
eventually break away from the parent. Branches which have      
broken off trees can also take root before they die, forming new 
trees. In this way stands of Huon Pine continue to survive when 
only male or female trees are in the vicinity. For example, a forest 
stand at Mt Read has no female trees, but continues to thrive. 

Some of the most accessible sites to see Huon Pines are: the      
Tahune Forest Reserve near Geeveston on the Picton River; the 
Arthur-Pieman River State Reserve near Corinna; the Teepookana Forest         
Reserve; the heritage landing on the Gordon River on the west coast; and near 
Newall Creek on the Mount Jukes Road south of Queenstown. 

Uses for Huon Pine 
Huon Pine has been prized as a timber since the early 1800s. In fact, a convict 
settlement was established at Sarah Island to harvest the trees from along the 
Gordon River. From 1822 until 1833 convict ‘piners’ cut timber and floated log 
rafts from the lower reaches of the river to the Sarah Island settlement. There 
they were pit sawn into planks to build ships for the Government. 

Logging continued as a commercial operation 
after the convict era concluded. Felled trees 
were floated down the river to Sarah Island 
where they were picked up and taken to the 
mill at Strahan. Interestingly, Huon Pine is one 
of the few native Australian timbers that floats 
when green. From 1890 till the present day, 
the small port of Strahan, on Tasmania’s west 
coast has been the main centre for ‘pining.’ 

The rich creamy yellow wood is soft, smooth, oily and lightweight, and           
beautifully perfumed. The wood is very easy to work with and takes a high 
polish. Huon Pine is probably the most durable of Australian timbers, and logs 
which have apparently lain on the ground for several hundred years are still able 
to be harvested and milled. It has been said ‘the only thing slower than a Huon 
pine’s growth is its decay!’ As a consequence it is recognised as an excellent   
timber for building boats, for joinery and for wood-turning. However, its limited 
availability, along with its difficulty to harvest in the Tasmanian wilderness, make 
the prized timber very expensive.  

An annual sawlog cut limit of 500m3 per year is expected to 
be sustainable long-term. Estimates of the area of living   
Huon Pine vary, but are in the order of 10,500 hectares.   
Today most of the remaining stands are well protected    
within reserves, the majority within World Heritage Areas. 
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Born in October 1808 in Ireland, Martin Cash was a        
notorious convict bushranger known for escaping three times 
from Port Arthur in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania).  

Cash was brought up in a wealthy family and was well educated. 
When 18 years of age he became close to a young woman in his 
home village, who earned a living by making straw hats and 
bonnets. His memoirs state that, in a jealous rage he shot at a 
man named Jessop for making advances to his sweetheart, 
hitting him in the buttocks. For his crime Cash was sentenced to 
seven years penal transportation. He left Cook Harbour on board the Marquis of 
Huntly with 170 other convicts, arriving in Sydney on February 10, 1828. 

Like other early convicts, Cash was assigned to work as a labourer on a farm 
owned by a free settler. Assigned to Mr G. Bowman on the Hunter River near 
Richmond, he served as a stockrider there for nine years, remaining on the farm 
after receiving his ticket-of-leave (parole). Then, in early 1837 Cash became 
mixed up in a case of handling stolen cattle. Informed that transportation to   
Norfolk Island was the penalty for this crime,* Cash fled to Van Diemen's Land 
with his mistress, Bessie Clifford, arriving in Hobart Town in February 1837. 

Two years later he was convicted of larceny and again sentenced to seven years 
hard labour, this time at Port Arthur. Over the next three years he escaped three 
times: the first brief flight ended in recapture, and 18 months was added to his 
time. However, he had managed to swim across the purportedly shark-infested 
Eaglehawk Neck, and gained much respect from the other convicts being the first 
person to do so. His second attempt was more successful. He remained at large 
for nearly 2 years before again being caught, this time with 4 years imprisonment 
being added to his punishment. 

Then, on Boxing Day 1842 Martin Cash, George Jones and Lawrence Kavenagh 
absconded from a work party. Keeping to the dense scrub and with little food, 
they made their way 15km to Eaglehawk Neck. Swimming with their clothes tied 
in bundles above their heads, they made the other side, but all three lost their 
bundles. Now naked, the trio robbed a road gang's hut for clothing, and then 
began a twenty month spree of bushranging, robbing mail coaches, homesteads 
and inns. Cash and Co., as they became known, rarely resorting to violence and 
so the gang earned the reputation of being 'gentlemen bushrangers.’ Described 
as being 6 feet [180cm] tall, of ruddy complexion with red hair, very long feet, 
and a fast runner, a wanted poster offering a 50 sovereign reward plus a          

* Norfolk Island was the site of a convict settlement with a reputation for brutality and 
harsh living conditions. The most dangerous criminals were sent there. 
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conditional pardon was offered to anyone who aided his capture. 

However in August 1843 Cash learned that his partner Bessie had begun living 
with another man named Joe Pratt in Hobart. Enraged, Cash swore to kill them 
both and he and Kavenagh headed toward town. On August 29, 1843, they     
entered Hobart dressed as sailors to avoid detection, but were soon recognised. 

Kavenagh was soon injured in the ensuing fight. Cash ran into Melville Street 
where he not only encountered the Prisoners Barracks, but Police Constable   
Peter Winstanley, who had come outside to see what the commotion was. In his 
attempt to halt the fleeing and armed Cash, the policeman was shot. Other     
police, and several civilians eventually restrained Cash after a fierce battle.      
Winstanley died from his wounds two days later. Cash was tried for his murder 
the following month, found guilty, and sentenced to death by hanging. 

Opinion on the death penalty handed down 
was sought from England and, an hour   
before the sentence was to be carried out a 
reprieve was received. Cash was remanded 
in a local jail for fourteen months before a 
final decision was made by the lieutenant-
governor. Cash received transportation for 
life, and was sent to Norfolk Island.        
However, unlike his friend Kavenagh who 
was killed trying to escape once more, Cash 
set out to become a model prisoner. He 
was eventually appointed a ‘Trustee’ at the 
settlement, and given some responsibility 
in charge of the boys' dormitory. He even 
earned some admiration for making hats. 

Cash married Mary Bennett in 1854, and was granted his ticket-of-leave 6 
months later, allowing him to return to Hobart. Subsequently, he and his wife 
had a child in 1855.* Between 1854 and 1856, he worked as an overseer in the 
Royal Hobart Botanical Gardens. Granted a conditional pardon in May 1856 he 
travelled to Christchurch, New Zealand, where he kept several brothels. He was 
granted a full pardon on July 11, 1863. 

Returning to Hobart, Martin and Mary bought 60 acres at Glenorchy on the 
banks of the Montrose Creek. Now a free man, Cash lived out the rest of his life 
as a farmer. He died in his bed at Glenorchy on August 26, 1877, aged 68. He is 
one of only a few Australian bushrangers to die of ‘old age.’ 

* There appears to be some dispute over Cash’s child. One reference work says he had a 
daughter named Monique, while another says he had a son named Martin. 

A reward poster for Martin Cash and his two 
accomplices, Lawrence Kavenagh and George 

Jones, dated 19 January, 1843. 
Note: One sovereign was equal to one pound. 
However, the gold in the coin would be worth 
$325 if valued today. 
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The American alligator is a 
large reptile endemic to the south-
eastern United States. The animal 
inhabits freshwater wetlands, such 
as marshes and cypress swamps 
from Texas to North Carolina. It is 

distinguished from the crocodile by its broader snout, with overlapping jaws and 
darker colouration. Alligators can live up to 50 years. 

Male American alligators average 3.4m in length, while the smaller females     
average 2.6m. There have been reports during the 19th and 20th centuries of 
larger males reaching over 5m. The largest reported size was a male killed in 
1890 in Louisiana which reportedly measured at 5.8m in length. Adult males may 
weigh as much as 220kg while females weigh around 90kg. While their young are 
born with yellow bands around their bodies, adult alligators may be olive, brown, 
grey or black in colour while their undersides are cream coloured. 

Of course, the most prominent feature of the alligator is their 
teeth—which number between 74–84 in an adult. But it is not 
only the number and size of the teeth that catches our attention, 
but the power of an alligator’s bite. In fact, alligators and          
crocodiles have the strongest bite of any living animal. While   
humans have a bite pressure of about 55kg, the bite of an         
alligator is 20 times stronger, up to 1100kg. 

When on land, the alligator moves either by sprawling or walking, 
the latter involving the reptile lifting its belly off the ground. In the water,         
alligators swim like fish, moving their pelvic regions and tails from side to side.  

American alligators are less vulnerable to cold than American crocodiles. Unlike 
the crocodile, which would immediately succumb to the cold and drown in water 
of 7°C, an alligator can survive in much lower temperatures for some time       
without any signs of discomfort. If the water begins to freeze, alligators stick 
their snouts though the surface allowing them to breathe above the ice. While 
they prefer freshwater, alligators sometimes enter more brackish water. 

The American alligator is considered the greatest predator throughout its range. 
They are opportunists and their diet is determined largely by both the size and 
age of the predating alligator and the size and availability of prey. Most alligators 
will eat a wide variety of animals, including invertebrates, fish, birds, turtles, 
snakes, amphibians and mammals, in their life cycle. Hatchlings mostly feed on 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=the+american+alligator&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-Xo7hsGOqKiq2M&tbnid=jDXbfncCuWqYIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://lifesizestatue.com/animals-statues-crocodile-statues-c-5_7.html&ei=BqxcUaqYOJCtiQfZkoCwDA&bvm=bv.4477051


11 

 

invertebrates such as insects, larvae, snails, spiders, and worms. As they grow, 
alligators gradually move on to larger prey. Once an alligator reaches adulthood, 
any animal living in the water or coming near the water (including humans) is 
considered potential prey. However, most animals captured by alligators are 
considerably smaller than the alligator itself. Stomach contents show that, 
amongst native mammals, muskrats and raccoons are some of the most        
commonly eaten species. Water birds, such as herons and egrets, storks and 
waterfowl, are taken when possible. Most predation on bird occurs on unsteady 
fledgling birds in late summer as they attempt to make their first flights near the 
water's edge.  

Day and night, adult alligators spend       
considerable time hunting on land, up to 
50m from water, ambushing animals along 
trails and on road shoulders. They may also 
ambush them from the edge of the water 
by grabbing them and pulling the prey into 
the water, the preferred method of       
predation for larger crocodiles. The teeth 
of the alligator are designed to grip prey 
but can not rip or chew flesh like other 
predators. The alligator crushes its prey, or 
drags it under water where it drowns,    
before being swallowed. 

Although alligators have no vocal cords, males bellow loudly to attract mates and 
warn off other males during breading season. They suck air into their lungs and 
blow it out in intermittent, deep-toned roars. Recently it was discovered that on 
spring nights alligators gather in large numbers for group courtship, the so-called 
"alligator dances." The female builds a nest of vegetation, sticks, leaves, and mud 
in a sheltered spot in or near the water. After she lays her 20 to 50 white eggs, 
about the size of a goose egg, she covers them with more vegetation, which 
heats as it decays, helping to keep the eggs warm, as well as determining the sex 
of the offspring. [see box: Male or Female?] 

The American alligator is listed as Least Concern by the             
International Union for Conservation of Nature. Historically, 
hunting has decimated their numbers and the American alligator 
was listed as an endangered species in 1973. Subsequent         
conservation efforts have allowed their numbers to increase and 
the species was removed from the list in 1987. In fact, alligators 
have now grown in such numbers that they are now harvested 
for their skins and meat. 

Male or Female? 

The temperature at which alligator eggs 
develop determines their sex. Eggs 
which are hatched at a temperature of 
34°C or more become males, while 
those at 30°C or lower become female. 
The nests built on levees are warmer 
and thus produce males while the      
cooler nests in wet marshes produce     
females. When the young begin to hatch 
the mother quickly digs them out and 
carries them to the water in her mouth. 
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The establishment of Geelong 
College dates back to 1861, and 
even after 153 years, it still remains 
one of Geelong’s most prominent           
educational institutions. 

The Anglican Geelong Grammar School had started in 1855, located in Newtown. 
But while the early churches in Geelong often cooperated together and shared 
each others facilities, there were constant disputes over who should have      
control, especially when it came to financing the schools and setting the school 
curriculum. Flinders National Grammar School (now Matthew Flinders Girls     
Secondary College), was established as the first all-boys non-denominational 
school in Geelong in 1858 to provide an alternative to church influence.         
Scotsman, George Morrison* was appointed its headmaster.  

Then, 2 years later, when the Geelong Grammar School had to 
close due to financial difficulties. Presbyterian minister Rev.        
Alexander J. Campbell saw an opportunity to establish a Presbyteri-
an boys school in its place. He approached George Morrison, who 
was an elder in his Presbyterian Church to run the new school.    
Geelong College opened on July 8, 1861 at Knowle House at             
8 Skene Street, Newtown with 62 pupils (Demolished in 1964). 

While Morrison was headmaster and main teacher, a church        
committee ran the school business. And like Geelong Grammar 
School, Geelong College soon ran into difficulties. By 1864 the     
finance committee was heavily in debt. Morrison was frustrated at 
their lack of efficient management. Eventually the church agreed to 

sell the school to him on condition that he paid all their liabilities. Under          
Morrison’s direction, in 1871 a fine new school building was opened in Talbot 
Street, Newtown, which is still part of the Geelong College campus today. 

What was it like going to Geelong College under Morrison’s tutorship? The strict 
headmaster insisted on scholarship and character, gained through religion, as 
the only essentials of education. In a time of stern discipline, his canings were 
feared less than his lectures on the punishments coming upon the wicked. 

The two classes (junior and senior) were always opened with daily prayer,      

Geelong College’s 
first principal: 

Dr George Morrison 

* George Morrison was the father of better-known adventurer, author and government 
advisor George Ernest “Chinese” Morrison. His story appeared in the October 2010   
edition of the Jillong Pocket. 
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followed by such subjects as Latin, Classical Greek, French,     
mapping, Roman history and elocution (correct speech and     
behaviour), in addition to typical subjects of today– English,    
geography, mathematics and drawing. Rigid exams were held for 
all students, and many young Geelong boys excelled, going on to 
the University of Melbourne with notable success. 

Thirty-seven years after starting the school, Morrison was still 
teaching, but gradually had passed over administration to his 
third son, Norman. Then sadly, on February 15, 1898, while     
taking a class he felt faint and died within a few minutes. The school continued 
to be run and owned by the Morrison family until 1908, when it was sold back to 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Norman Morrison stayed on as Headmaster 
until the following year when he tragically died. His gun had accidentally gone off 
while climbing through a fence on his Mount Moriac property. 

In recent years Geelong College has come 
under the control of the Uniting Church 
of Australia. Among the list of principals 
at the college is former Australia Test 
Cricketer Paul Sheahan. [See his story on 
the next page.] 

Geelong College is still based in         
Newtown. Now a co-educational college 
(since 1974) with over 1,200 students, it 
covers from kindergarten to Year 12 and 
has both boy and girl boarders. 

Knowle House in Skene St, Newtown, location of 
the first Geelong College campus in 1861. 

Many well-known Australians have passed 
through the doors of Geelong College. 

 Sir Albert Coles—founder of the Coles 
retail chain. Also former chairman of TAA 
Airlines and Melbourne Lord Mayor. 

 John Button—former Labour Senator  

 Robert Doyle—current Melbourne Lord 
Mayor  

 Don Kendell—founder of Kendell Airlines 

 Bill Dix—former Managing Director at 
Ford Australia and Chairman at Qantas. 

 Sir Frank Macfarlane Brunet—Nobel 
Prize winner for medicine  

 Guy Pearce—actor 

Current and former sports stars include: 

 Alistair Lord—Geelong VFL footballer 

 Ian Redpath—cricketer 

 Ed Curnow—Carlton AFL footballer 

 Edward “Carji” Greeves—the first 
Brownlow Medallist in 1924. 

Norman Morrison 
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Paul Sheahan is known as being one of Geelong’s and  indeed 
Victoria’s most influential educators. But Sheahan is also 
known for his successes in cricket, representing Victoria at 
first class level as well as playing for Australia. 

Andrew Paul Sheahan was born on the September 30, 1946 in 
Werribee. He attended Werribee State School but after the 
family moved to Geelong, Paul was enrolled at Geelong College, 
just like his father, John William ‘Jack’ Sheahan had been. 

Paul was a day student at the college from 1956 to 1964, where his sporting    
talent was quickly noticed. He played in the 1st Cricket Team from 1960 to 1964. 
From 1962 to 1964 he also played in the 1st Football Team, was its Vice-Captain 
in 1963 and then Captain in 1964. He was also a member of the Athletics Team 
from 1962 to 1964. Paul became a Shannon House Prefect in 1962 and a School 
Prefect and House Captain in 1963 before becoming School Captain in 1964. He 
even served as editor of Pegasus, the Geelong College magazine in 1964. 

After finishing his education at Geelong College, Paul started to 
focus his sporting talent on cricket, following in the footsteps of 
his great-grandfather, William Cooper, who had represented 
Australia in 2 tests back in the 1880’s. Making his debut for     
Victoria in the Sheffield Shield against New South Wales in 1965, 
he scored 62, and then 5 in the second innings. By 1966, he 
would have recorded his highest ever first class score of 202 
against South Australia. 

Sir Donald Bradman and his fellow test selectors, including      
captain Bob Simpson, selected him to play against India in the 
summer of 1967-68. He made 81, batting at number 3 in          
Adelaide in his first test. Two tours of England, along with tours 
of India and South Africa followed over the next few seasons. His 

first test century was 114, described as a chanceless innings, in the Indian city of 
Kanpur in 1969. In a career of 31 tests and 3 one-day internationals,* Sheahan 
achieved a highest test score of 127, made against Pakistan at the MCG as an 
opening batsman in the summer of 1972-73. Overall he made 1,594 runs at test 
level, playing his final test against New Zealand on January 5, 1974. 

That season (1973-74) would also see the end of Paul Sheahan’s career as a    

Paul Sheahan—as a 
teenage student at     

Geelong College 

* Paul Sheahan actually participated in the first one day international ever played, at the 
MCG on the January 5, 1971.  
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player. He had scored 7,987 first class runs and helped Victoria 
to a Sheffield Shield victory, under captain Bill Lawry and 
alongside the likes of Ian Redpath, Keith Stackpole and Max 
Walker. Why retire when only 27 years of age? So that he 
could take up his first love—teaching. 

After leaving Geelong College at the end of 1964 Sheahan had 
entered Melbourne University, and by 1969 had completed a 
Bachelor of Science with a Mathematics Major and a Diploma 
of Education. Initially, he found a job teaching for two years at 
Noble Park, in Melbourne’s south-east. Moving back to        
Geelong he then taught at Newcomb Secondary College for 
one year in 1972. He was then appointed to Geelong Grammar 
School where he continued teaching mathematics as well as 
becoming Housemaster of Manifold House. 

Paul taught at Geelong Grammar until 1983 including an exchange year at     
Winchester College, in England. In 1984, he served as Deputy Principal of St    
Peter's College, Adelaide, before again returning to Geelong where he was      
appointed Principal of Geelong College in 1986, a position he held for the next 9 
years. In 1995 he moved to Melbourne and was appointed Education Headmas-
ter at the Anglican-owned Melbourne Grammar School until he retired in 2009. 

In 1987 Paul Sheahan became a member of the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC), 
and since 2011 has been its President. The club owns the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, Australia’s No.1 sporting venue, and home to the AFL Grand   Final and 
cricket’s Boxing Day Test. During his time on the MCC committee, the number of 

MCC members has grown from 44,000 to more than 101,000, 
taking advantage of the huge expansion of the stadium over 
the last decade. 

While continuing his connection with all-things sporting; Paul’s 
diverse interests have found him involved in other things, such 
as: a Board Member, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra (1998-
2000); a Board Member, Australian Drug Foundation (2000-
2007 and Life Governor since 2008); a Board Member, Policing 
Operations Standing Committee, Victoria Police (2004-2010); 
and a Board Member, Queen Victoria Market, (since 2013). 

For his services to education and his work in sport, charitable 
and community organisations, he was honoured in the January 
2014 Australia Day Honours, being made a Member of the   
Order of Australia. Now 67 years of age, another Geelong      
College boy has done our city proud. 

Paul Sheahan drives   
spinner John Traicos 

during the fourth test at 
Port Elizabeth in South 

Africa in 1970. 

Paul Sheahan—as       
Principal of Geelong   

College in 1993. 
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PART 8—Forcing Squatters to Pay 

The first people to occupy the land around Corio and north to Werribee were of 
course squatters, declared trespassers on British sovereign land in 1836 by the 
government in Sydney.* 

Around the districts of Sydney the         
government had divided the land, first 
into parishes and then counties. The first 
county, Cumberland County, was declared 
as early as June 6, 1788. By 1831 the    
government stipulated that any free 
settler who wanted to take up land in 
New South Wales had to buy it from the       
government, and it had to be located 
within an established county. The law was 
called the Limits of Location, and was 
strictly enforced by the authorities. 

By 1834 the government surveyor-
general, Major Thomas Mitchell had laid 
out a total of 19 counties that covered an 
area as far north as Kempsey, and as far south as Batemans Bay. The area around 
Port Phillip Bay (at the time still part of NSW), while still under government     
control in Sydney, had not been divided into counties on the surveyor’s map, and 
thus settlers were not permitted to take up land there. 

However, laws are one thing, while the tide of human movement is another. 
John Batman had hoped that the original deed of sale for land that he had       
obtained from the aboriginal chiefs in 1835 would be accepted by government 
officials in Sydney. They did not. Sensing a huge loss in revenue and authority 
they declared Batman’s piece of paper void. But this did little to deter people 
with their livestock from moving into the Port Phillip area. From 1835 onwards 
dozens, then hundreds, and soon thousands of squatters were busy pegging out 
land for themselves all around Port Phillip Bay, and as far west as Portland.^ How 
could the government wrest back control of the area and enforce government 

* There was certainly no acknowledgement of the rights or entitlements of the native  
aborigines at this time. The British ruled supreme! 

^  When Governor Richard Bourke travelled the area in 1837-38 and declared that a town 
should be established at Geelong, there were already about 400 people living within the 
proposed town boundaries. 

Major Thomas Mitchell’s 1838 map of New South 
Wales, showing the 19 Counties he surveyed around 
Sydney. Fourteen per cent of all land surveyed was 

handed over to the Church of England, and any    
income from those lands went to the church. 
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policy made in Sydney? Conveniently, they got a lucky break. . . 

Settlement around Geelong and Corio Bay had not gone as 
smoothly as the squatters had hoped. The local Wathaurong and 
Yawangi aboriginals had rightly become resentful at being pushed 
off the land. Hostile skirmishes had broken out, and both blacks 
and whites experienced fatalities. Initially out-numbered, the 
white settlers called on the government in Sydney to provide 
protection for them—and the Governor was only too glad to 
send its representative to Geelong to ‘protect the new settlers’ while enforcing 
government law. Foster Fyans was thus appointed police magistrate and arrived 
at Geelong in September 1837. Among his duties to enforce the peace and       
protect the whites from aboriginal incursions, Fyans was also charged with      
collecting annual payments of £10 from squatters, which allowed them to        
continue working their land unimpeded by the authorities—at least for now. 

It appears that this collection of dues was not a priority for Fyans in the first few 
years of his stay in Geelong, as his time was taken up with more pressing needs 
within the community. However, in 1839 the law and Fyan’s duties were          
clarified, and he started collecting more diligently. In addition to the annual   
grazing fee, further taxes were imposed upon the squatters— 1d. (1c) for each 
sheep, 3d. (3c) for each head of horned cattle, and 6d. (6c) for each horse. 

Squatters were thus given some freedom to cultivate and develop their land, but 
they always knew the time would come when the government would extend the 
Limits of Location to the Port Phillip District, forcing them to buy the land they 
worked on. Those who struggled to make a living knew they would be unable     
to pay, and cashed-up free settlers would end up benefitting from any              
improvements they made to the land. Thus, many headed away from the 2 main 
towns of Melbourne and Geelong, assuming that these two areas would be the 
first to be caught in the Limits of Location net. And they were right. . . 

In September 1843 the government announced the formation of 2 new        
counties—the County of Bourke (the area around Melbourne and east of the 
Werribee River) and the County of Grant (the area between the Werribee and 
Moorabool Rivers, including the Bellarine Peninsula). Over such a huge area not 
all land-holdings could be finalised at once. Many squatters continued working 
their land by paying the annual fees for a number of years. But by 1849 all land 
within the counties had come up for sale. Those able to pay purchased the land 
they had lived on for up to 14 years. The poor were given one month to vacate. 

The Limits of Location laws ended in 1861, when any untitled land was sold by 
the government for a standard £1 per acre.   Next month the story continues . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

Captain Foster Fyans 
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The outback Queensland 
city of Mount Isa is known 
for its mines, but the city 
has a long history.  

 

During the 1800s white settlers and prospectors gradually encroached upon the 
land now known as western Queensland. The Kalkadoon tribe of Aborigines   
resented the land being taken off them, and for a number of years fought        
successfully against the new arrivals, using guerrilla tactics to ambush              
unsuspecting travellers. They killed a number of them, including police sent to 
track them down. However, in 1884 at Battle Mountain just north of the current 
location of Mount Isa, a major skirmish was fought between the Kalkadoon and 
the new settlers, who were reinforced by the police. About 900 Aborigines with 
spears were no match for the 200 whites with guns. Most were wiped out, and 
an uneasy peace settled upon the district. 

Thirty-nine years later, in 1923, a lone prospector named 
John Campbell Miles, happened to discover rich deposits of 
copper, silver and zinc in the area. The scenery and rock   
colour reminded Miles of the mines he had worked in Broken 
Hill. After inspecting the rocks and weighing them, Miles sent 
a sample to Cloncurry for evaluation. When the metal        
content in the rock was confirmed, Miles and four others 
made claims on the area, which was to become known as 
Mount Isa. The following year (1924), on August 1, a Post 
Office was opened and within 6 years of Miles’ discovery a 
hospital and the railway line were established. 

Today, Mount Isa is home to over 22,000 people, and the mines are still the main 
employer in the city. Xstrata operates the Mount Isa Mines lease adjacent to the 
city, which comprises the Enterprise underground copper mine, the X41 under-
ground copper mine, the Black Star Open Cut silver-lead zinc mine and metallur-
gical processing facilities. Silver-lead-zinc ore is also mined 20km to the north at 
Hilton from the George Fisher underground mine, and the adjoining Handlebar 
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Hill open cut, which is trucked back to Mount Isa for processing. 

Mount Isa is the second-largest copper mining and smelting operation in         
Australia (behind the massive Olympic Dam mine in South Australia). Copper and 
lead are smelted on site, with smelted metals transported 900km to the port of 
Townsville on the east coast. The lead ingots are shipped to a refinery in Britain 
where the silver is extracted. The mine is the most significant landmark in the 
area, with the stack from the lead smelter (built in 1978), standing 270 metres 
tall, visible from all parts of the city and up to 40 kilometres out of town. 

There is one serious health side effect to living in Mount Isa. In 2008 a       
Queensland Health report found that more than 10% of children in the city had 
blood lead levels above World Health Organization recommendations. High lead 
concentrations in a child’s blood can lead to serious brain damage and mental 
health issues. Higher doses of lead can even be fatal. The town is situated on 
ground containing naturally high levels of lead in the soil. Whether the mine   
contributes to the problem has yet to be determined. 

In addition to mining, tourism also plays a major 
role in the economy. Attractions include the 
Hard Times Mine at "Outback at Isa" and The 
Mount Isa Rodeo, which has given Mount Isa the 
title of "Rodeo Capital of Australia". The event 
may triple the city's population for a few days.  

The burial place of John Campbell Miles, the 
founder of Mount Isa, on the corner of Rodeo 
Drive and Miles Street, and the underground 
hospital [see box] also attract many tourists 
each year. 

The Xstrata Mount Isa Fishing Classic is held 
annually, the richest fresh water fishing event in 
Queensland. Catching the tagged Barramundi 
fetches the greatest prize money. 

Notable Australians from Mount Isa include 
golfer Greg Norman, AFL footballer Simon Black, 
tennis player Pat Rafter, and Lindy Chamberlain, 
infamously accused of killing her baby. 

Why not pay a visit to Mount Isa, if ever             
travelling in Queensland? But be warned, 
Mount Isa’s climate is very hot and can be quite 
uncomfortable most of the year for those not 
used to it. 

Mount Isa Underground Hospital 

After Darwin was bombed by the 
Japanese in 1942, local miners at 
Mount Isa proposed building        
an underground air-raid shelter. 
As a precautionary measure,        
the shelter, when dug, also        
incorporated the local hospital. 

The site, which still remains       
today as the only underground 
health facility in Queensland, is an 
historical building that has been 
included on the Queensland     
Heritage Register.  
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The Barwon River is integral to the city of Geelong and the surrounding regions, 
but how well do we really know it? Most of us drive over it; some of us ride, walk 
or run along it, others row, paddle or motor upon it and a few of us even swim in 
it. But where does it come from before it reaches Geelong, where does it go, 
what is its history and what is happening along its length right now? 

The Barwon River is about 160km in length and draws water from a catchment 
area of some 8,590km2. The headwaters of the Barwon River rise as a series of 
small creeks in the Otway Ranges near the township of Forrest and flow north 
down through Lake Elizabeth (East Barwon River) and the West Barwon Dam 
(West Barwon River) to their confluence near Yeodene, before swinging north 
east and running down to the town of Winchelsea. From there the flow reaches 
Inverleigh where it merges with the Leigh River, coming down from Mount     
Mercer to the north, and then on towards Geelong. It joins the Moorabool River 
at Fyansford. 

The section of the river from Fyansford on one side of Geelong to Breakwater on 
the other is one of its busiest stretches, being used for a wide variety of recrea-
tional pursuits, especially rowing. Historically, this section and the waters below 

Geelong have also served a number of 
industrial purposes—woollen mills, 
flour mills, a rice mill, jam factory, a 
paper mill, tanneries, and many more. 
Today, many of the buildings           
constructed to support these          
industries remain, either as ruins or 
converted to a different use. 

Other man-made structures span      
the river at various points, including 
bridges of differing historical signifi-
cance, an aqueduct and weirs which 
act to keep the water levels within 

The Barwon passes under the James Harrison Bridge mirroring the early morning sky. 

The Barwon in flood—looking over the 
Belmont Common in November 1995 

Geelong Advertiser photo 
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this urban section of the river 
at an even level and prevent 
salt water flowing back up the 
river through Geelong. In the 
early days of the township, 
the Breakwater also provided 
the community with clean 
drinking water, until industrial 
waste flowing into the river 
required townsfolk to seek 
water via a reticulated system 
flowing down from the       
Brisbane Ranges near Anakie. 

Passing through the outskirts of town, the river reaches an environmentally     
sensitive wetland area of international significance known as the Port Phillip Bay 
(Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site. This lower section of 
the river is a tidal wetland which includes Reedy Lake, Hospital Swamp, Salt 
Swamp, Lake Connewarre, the Murtnaghurt Lagoon and the estuary of the river 
at Barwon Heads. It incorporates the Lake Connewarre State Game Reserve and 
is home to a variety of plants and animals. 

Having completed its journey from the Otway’s, the Barwon empties into the sea 
at Barwon Heads, around which the coastal towns of Barwon Heads and Ocean 
Grove have developed, providing another popular tourist destination along the 
course of the river. 

The Barwon River in 1907                 

Story with help from the Barwon Blogger: Jo Mitchell  

With Ocean Grove on the left, and Barwon Heads on the 
right, the river flows out into Bass Strait. 
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 The population of Spain is 47 million people. 

 As a member of the EEU the currency of Spain is the Euro. 

 The Pyrenees mountains separates Spain from France and the rest of Europe. 

 Spain has one of the biggest tourism industries in the world with over 60      
million international tourists visiting last year. 

 At 3,718 metres high, Mount Teide is the highest mountain in the country. 

 Madrid, with a population of 3.3 million people, is the largest city in Spain, as 
well as the Capital. 

 Behind France, Spain is the second largest country in western Europe. It is fifth 
largest overall in Europe, behind Russia. 

 The official language of Spain, Spanish, is spoken by 6.1% of the world’s popu-
lation, making it the second most spoken language in the world (behind      
Chinese Mandarin with 14.4%. English is third with 5.4%). 

 Spain has the 13th largest economy in the world (just behind Australia which is 
12th, but well behind the USA which is first). 

 Spain was conquered by the Romans 2,000 years ago, who eventually            
instituted Roman Catholicism as the main religion.  

 Spain was taken over by Muslims in the 8th century. The Islamic Moors are 
responsible for much of the magnificent architecture that still remains in the 
country. Most Muslim tribes had been conquered by Catholic armies by the 
13th century. 

 During the 16-17th centuries Spain was the 
dominant power in Europe. Eventually Britain 
took over the role. 

 Gibraltar, a tiny area of 6km2 at the southern 
tip of Spain is actually British soil. Although 
Spain ceded the area to the British in 1713, 
Spain still lays claim to the site, a sore point 
with the British even today. 

 Football (soccer) is the most popular sport in 
Spain. The national team’s early exit from the 
FIFA World Cup in June this year has           
devastated the country. 
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The first minister of the Presbyterian Church in Geelong 
was the Rev. Andrew Love. He served his congregation for 
twenty-seven years from 1840 until his death in 1867. The 
Andrew Love Cancer Centre, part of the Geelong Hospital, 
is named after the highly respected minister. 

Andrew Love was born on August 22, 1798 at Ayrshire, in 
southern Scotland, the son of a miller, William Love, and his 
wife Janet. He married his wife Catherine on March 12, 
1822. Over the next 16 years the couple had six children. 
The first died while a child, but the other 5 accompanied 
their parents to Australia, and arrived in Melbourne on April 5, 1840 on board 
the maiden voyage of the 493-ton barque India.* 

A year before Love left Scotland, the Presbyterian community at Geelong had 
written to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland requesting a minister 
to care for the Presbyterian settlers at Geelong. The Assembly voted to give Love 
£100 as his salary for the first year, until the Geelong Presbyterian community 
could support him. They also allocated him £105 for his family’s passage to      
Australia when a request to the colonial Government to pay his expenses to  
Australia was met with a firm rebuttal. Their reply showed no knowledge of, nor 
concern for the spiritual welfare for the fledgling town of Geelong. They replied: 
“It would not be possible to afford any augmentation of the expenditure with 
which the Colonial Treasury is already charged for the support of the Ecclesiasti-

cal Establishments, and that the    
Governor of New South Wales had 
recently reported that there was      
now no want of clergymen of any    
denomination in the Colony." Despite 
this setback Love was ordained by the 
Presbytery of Hamilton in September 
1839 and sent on his way to Geelong. 

After arriving in Melbourne the     
family hitched a ride in the mail cart 
from Melbourne to Geelong. While 
crossing the Werribee Plains the cart St Andrews Presbyterian Church in Yarra Street, near 

McKillop Street, Geelong was the first permanent 
church building in Geelong and western Victoria. 

Being the only church building in Geelong for the next 
few years, it was attended by townsfolk from all sorts 
of various denominations. The building is now part of 

Lutheran Church property on the site. 

* Fortunately they were not on the same 
ship 2 years later. On its journey to Aus-
tralia in July 1841 the India caught fire off 
the coast of Brazil and was completely 
destroyed with the loss of 18 souls. 
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broke down. Temporary repairs using the pocket handkerchiefs of the               
passengers enabled all to complete their journey without further incident. 

Having arrived at Geelong, Love proceeded to Mack's Hotel in Corio Street (now 
Brougham St), being informed that it was the only place in town for travellers to 
stay. Upon approach, he saw men passing in and out whose appearance horrified 
him. Most of them had dirty, black pipes in their mouths, and every spoken     
sentence was accompanied with swearing. He soon found that a large proportion 
of the people had come over from Van Diemen's Land to try their fortunes—men 
who were wild of speech, but who Love eventually found out, despite their       
profanity, were generally respectful of authority and helpful to new settlers. 

In 1840 there were very few houses in Geelong and initially there was no place in 
which to preach. Dr. Alexander Thomson, who was one of the men who had 
written the letter to Scotland requesting the minister, allowed Love to hold     
services in a shed behind his homestead. Shortly afterward, fellow letter-writer 
Mr. David Fisher kindly provided him with the use of a store, variously described 
as a woolshed, or a barn used to house ducks, geese, fowls and horses. On      
Sundays a cockatoo perched above the head of the preacher, would think      
nothing of suddenly exclaiming in the middle of the sermon, "Get out of that!" 

Later that same year a residence was built for the Love family. This was said to 
be the first brick house built in Geelong. And 6 months after his arrival in the 
town, on October 8, 1840 he was formally elected as the Minister of the         
Presbyterian Church in Geelong. 

The first call of duty was to construct a suitable building for the Presbyterian 
congregation to meet in, and this was accomplished only with some difficulty. 
Land was acquired at the top of Yarra Street, near the corner of McKillop Street, 
and the foundation stone was laid on March 22, 1841 by Dr Alexander Thomson.  
However, the builder's eye was affected with an unfortunate squint, and the 

A Much Loved Minister 

After Andrew Love’s death his congregation erected a granite 
obelisk at the front of the St Andrews Church in Yarra Street    
in his honour. In 1913, when the property was sold to the     
Lutheran Church, the obelisk was moved to the new church 
site in Sydney Parade (Bellarine Highway), now called the St 
Andrew’s Uniting Church. The inscription on the obelisk reads: 

Erected by his congregation and friends to the memory of   
Andrew Love, the first minister of Saint Andrew`s Church,   
Geelong, the first Presbyterian Church in the Western District 
of Victoria, as a token of their grateful appreciation of his 
ministry for 26 years and their high esteem of him as a      
citizen, died 23 April 1867, aged 69 years. 



25 

 

walls not being plumb, had to come down again. The place was finally opened on 
July 3, 1842, but the trustees had run out of money. They quickly borrowed £600 
from a bank in Hobart Town to pay off creditors and avoid being thrown out of 
their own church! Originally, the building was referred to simply as the            
Presbyterian Church, and it was not until 1858 that it became known as St      
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. In 1913 it was sold to the Lutheran Church after a 
replacement was constructed in Sydney Parade.  

With few religious ministers in the Port Phillip District* 
in the early days, Andrew Love found himself in great 
demand. On one occasion early in his ministry, he 
rode 150 km (95 miles) to baptise two children. This 
was a formidable journey following rough bush tracks 
in those days. It was often necessary to reserve the 
speed of his horse ready for a quick spurt since, as 
Love himself explained: “At times the aborigines     
exhibited dangerous proclivities.”^ Six months after           
baptising those children he met the father of them in 
Geelong. Asking the wealthy man for a subscription to 
build the church, the father responded with "I'll not 
give you a penny." He was after all, a Scotsman. 

Due to his popularity around town, in 1859 Love was 
invited to nominate for the parliamentary seat of East 
Geelong. He declined stating that he could not give up the clerical character 
which he viewed as a privileged and honoured to bear, and which cost him so 
severe a struggle to obtain. He also alluded to an increasing physical infirmity 
which he feared would greatly affect his efficiency in the “long and fatiguing   
discussions of the Assembly." This was the earliest indication that he was      
suffering a prolonged illness that was slowly overtaking him. 

Eight years later, on April 22, 1867, Love finally underwent an operation but 
passed away at 4.00pm the following day at St. Andrew's Manse, in McKillop 
Street. He was 69 years old. He was buried at the Geelong Eastern Cemetery two 
days later. His widow Catherine, died 10 years later on February 27, 1877, and 
was buried alongside her husband. 

The Geelong Advertiser mourned the loss of “a clergyman much respected by his 
congregation and a very large circle of his fellow colonists. . . Although of a quiet 
and unobtrusive disposition [he] did much good by his earnest and persuasive 
mode of preaching.” 

By January 14, 1843 there 
were still no Church of        
England ministers in Geelong 
(one arrived later that year), 
so the Anglican police magis-
trate, Foster Fyans and his 
betrothed, Elizabeth Cane, 
engaged Andrew Love to    
perform their marriage       
ceremony, even though he 
was of the Presbyterian faith. 

Throughout his 27 years of     
service to the Geelong people 
Andrew Love presided over at 
least 4,000 marriages. 

* In those days the Port Phillip District included the area around the bay—Melbourne and 
Geelong, as well as all the western districts of Victoria as far as Portland. 

^ Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; an inclination or                 
predisposition towards a particular thing. 
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Charlton Heston was an American actor, political activist, 
and President of the American National Rifle Association. 

Heston was born John Charles Carter in Illinois, USA, on 
October 4, 1923, the son of sawmill operator Russell Carter  
and his wife, Lila. When Heston was an infant, his father's 
work moved the family to St. Helen, Michigan. It was a    
rural, heavily forested part of the state, and Heston lived an 
isolated yet idyllic existence spending much time hunting 
and fishing in the backwoods of the area. When Heston was 10 years old, his 
parents divorced. Shortly thereafter, his mother married Chester Heston. 

The new family moved back to Wilmette, now a wealthy northern suburb of   
Chicago. While growing up in northern Michigan (Wilmette was a sparsely       
populated area back then), Heston was a loner, often wandering into the forest, 
acting out the characters from books he had read. Heston (his new surname) 
attended New Trier High School. Enrolling in New Trier's drama program, his first 
acting role was in an amateur silent 16mm film adaptation of Peer Gynt. 

Throughout Heston's life he was known by friends as “Chuck,” although his wife 
always called him “Charlie.” His stage name Charlton Heston is drawn from his 
mother's maiden surname (Charlton) and his stepfather's surname (Heston), and 
was used for this first film at his High School. 

From the Winnetka Community Theatre in which he was active, Heston earned a 
drama scholarship to Northwestern University. But by this time, World War II 
was in full swing. In 1944, at 20 years of age, Heston enlisted in the United States 
Army Air Forces. He served for two years as a radio operator and aerial gunner 
aboard a B-25 Mitchell stationed in the Alaskan Aleutian Islands, reaching the 
rank of Staff Sergeant. 

Heston married Northwestern University student Lydia Clarke in the same year 
he joined the military. After his rise to acting stardom, Heston continued to     
support the U.S. military, narrating for highly classified military and Department 
of Energy instructional films, particularly relating to nuclear weapons. For 6 years 
Heston held the nation's highest security clearance, or Q clearance. 

After the war, Heston and Clarke lived in New York, where they worked as artists' 
models. Seeking a way to make it in theatre, Heston and his wife Lydia decided in 
1947 to manage a playhouse in North Carolina. They made $100 a week. In 1948, 
they returned to New York where Heston was offered a supporting role in a 
Broadway revival of Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra. In television, Heston 
played a number of roles in CBS's Studio One. Film producer Hal B. Wallis spotted 
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Heston in a 1950 television production of Wuthering Heights and offered him a 
contract. When his wife reminded Heston they had decided to pursue theatre 
and television, he replied, "Well, maybe just for one film, to see what it's like." 

Heston's first professional movie appearance was in Dark City (1950). However, 
his breakthrough came when Cecil B. DeMille cast him as a circus manager in The 
Greatest Show on Earth, named best picture by the Motion Picture Academy in 
1952. Heston then became a Hollywood star for portraying Moses in the hugely 
successful film The Ten Commandments (1956), being chosen by director Cecil B. 
DeMille because he thought the muscular, 190cm (6’3”) tall, square-jawed 
Heston bore an uncanny resemblance to Michelangelo's statue of Moses.  

Perhaps Heston’s most memorable role came in 
1959, in the film Ben Hur. After Marlon Brando, Burt 
Lancaster, and Rock Hudson turned down the         
title role Heston accepted, and went on to win the     
Academy Award for Best Actor, one of the             
unprecedented eleven Oscars the film earned. After 
Moses and Ben-Hur, Heston became more identified 
with Biblical epics than any other actor. 

As a Hollywood star Heston appeared in 100 films 
over the course of 60 years. Some of his other best-
known roles are in: Touch of Evil (1958), El Cid 
(1961), The Agony and the Ecstasy (1965), and Planet 
of the Apes (1968). The starring roles chosen by 
Heston embodied responsibility, individualism and 
masculinity; qualities that he personally admired, and prepared him for a future 
part in American politics. 

From 1955 onwards, Heston had actively endorsed American Democratic        
candidates for President. From 1965 to 1971, he served as the elected president 
of the Screen Actors Guild. Heston's most famous role in politics came as the five
-term president of the National Rifle Association (1998–2003), as he travelled the 
country, giving speeches and interviews that supported gun rights. However, his 
lifestyle and aging body was starting to take its toll. 

In 1996, Heston had a hip replacement. He was diagnosed with prostate cancer 
in 1998. In 2000, he publicly disclosed that he had been treated for alcoholism at 
a Utah clinic that year. Then, on August 9, 2002, Heston publicly announced (via 
a taped message) he was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. Subsequently, he 
retired both from acting and being the NRA president. 

Heston died on April 5, 2008, at his home in Beverly Hills, California, with Lydia, 
his wife of 64 years, by his side. 

Charlton Heston’s most memorable 
pose, playing the role of Jewish 
slave Ben Hur, filmed in 1959. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=O8J0TybDyCmgZM&tbnid=yPGu9A20Xbc3BM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.altfg.com/blog/actors/charlton-heston-on-turner-classic-movies/&ei=4OMgU8GRKYrekAXl34C4Cw&bvm=bv.62
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Ingredients: 

 1 medium cabbage, finely chopped  

 3 tablespoons olive oil 

 1 medium white onion, finely 
chopped  

 3 tablespoons parsley, finely 
chopped 

 1 teaspoon salt  

 1/2 teaspoon black pepper  

 3/4 cup long grain rice  

 2 large Tomatoes, finely chopped 

 1 1/4 cups water 

 

 
Directions: 

 Over low heat in a large skillet, sauté     
onion until just translucent. 

 Increase heat to medium and add cabbage. 
Continue cooking until wilted. 

 Add tomatoes and water. 

 When it comes to a boil, add rice, parsley, salt and pepper. 

 Reduce heat to simmer, cover and cook until very little liquid    
remains and rice is tender. 

 Serve.  
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  Word Search– Colours 

U J I T Y N O B E O C R E H C O 

H O A V H E G I N D I G O U S S 

A C E D O E R N I U N L O C L N 

C O P P E R E B M A R A E L O B 

T R E V S G Y L R C Z C M M D S 

E A I D I N C O A D E U E Z I U 

A L O B R O W N C V E L R L H L 

O M O U E T S Y H T E M A E C T 

D A B F C I N N A M O N L D R A 

R U O F T A G L R Q I C D C O T 

A V L E G K O E T D U Y I E E N 

T E A O H C H A R C O A L R R E 

S L H A O A N A E L U R E C P G 

U A K H A L C F U C H S I A R A 

M I C O I B C E S M N O O R A M 

O V F B R O N Z E O C A L I L R 

AMBER 

AMETHYST 

APRICOT 

AQUA 

AUBURN 

AZURE 

BEIGE 

BLACK 

BLUE 

BRONZE 

BROWN 

BUFF 

CARDINAL 

CARMINE 

CELADON 

CERISE 

CERULEAN 

CHARCOAL 

CHARTREUSE 

CHOCOLATE 

CINNAMON 

COPPER 

CORAL 

EBONY 

ECRU 

EMERALD 

FUCHSIA 

GOLD 

GREEN 

GREY 

INDIGO 

IVORY 

JADE 

KHAKI 

LAVENDER 

LEMON 

LILAC 

LIME 

MAGENTA 

MAHOGANY 

MAROON 

MAUVE 

MUSTARD 

OCHER 

OLIVE 

ORANGE 

ORCHID 

TEAL 
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On the old $20 banknote is:  

Charles Kingsford Smith 

Sir Charles Edward Kingsford Smith was born on February 9, 1897 in Brisbane, to 
banker William Smith, and his wife Catherine, (née Kingsford). After a short stay 
in Canada, the family returned to Sydney where Charles was educated at St   
Andrew's Cathedral Choir School, and at Sydney Technical High School. 

In February 1915 Kingsford Smith enlisted in the Australian Imperial Army. He 
left Australia as a sapper and served on Gallipoli, and in Egypt and France. In   
October 1916, as a sergeant, he transferred to the Australian Flying Corps. After 
training in England he was discharged from the A.I.F. and commissioned as       
second lieutenant, Royal Flying Corps. Wounded and shot down in August, he 
was awarded the Military Cross 'for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.' 

After WWI ended Kingsford Smith piloted joy-flights in England before going to 
the United States of America where he worked briefly a stunt flier in a flying   
circus. Back in Australia in January 1921 he found work as a pilot for Western        
Australian Airways Ltd. On June 6, 1923 at Marble Bar, Western Australia, he 
married Thelma Corboy. 

Realizing the great potential for air transport in Australia, Kingsford Smith gained 
much publicity and raised capital by launching a series of demonstration flights, 
often smashing distance, time and endurance records along the way. In May 
1928 Kingsford Smith, in a three-engine Fokker plane, the Southern Cross, with 3 
crewmen, took off from California and flew via Hawaii and Suva to Brisbane, 
completing the historic crossing of the Pacific Ocean in 83 hours and 38 minutes 
of flying time. For his efforts Kingsford Smith was awarded the Air Force Cross. 

Other flights included non-stop from Point Cook, Victoria, to Perth; from Sydney 
to Christchurch, New Zealand; to England and back many times; an east-west 
crossing of the Atlantic in 31½ hours; on a mission to pick up mail for Australia 
from a damaged plane in Timor;  and from Brisbane to San Francisco. 

Divorced in May 1929, Kingsford Smith married Mary Powell in December 1930. 
In 1932, he was knighted for services to aviation. 

In November 1935, he took off from England once more, aiming to make one 
more record-breaking flight to Australia, but the flight ended in tragedy. The 
plane was lost, assumed crashed into the sea somewhere off the coast of Burma 
while flying at night towards Singapore. He was 38 years old. 

In Kingsford Smith’s honour Sydney's airport bears his name. His famous aircraft, 
the Southern Cross, is on view at Brisbane airport. 
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About this brochure: 
This brochure has been produced as a community service by participants in the Work For The Dole 
scheme at Workskil- Corio branch office. This is part of a Job Services Australia initiative.  
All comments and views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the participants in the 
scheme and not necessarily the views of Workskil or Job Services Australia. 
If you have any comments about information contained in this brochure, or suggestions for future 
issues please write to:  Workskil WFTD 
    Unit 1001 Corio Shopping Centre.  

 Bacchus Marsh Rd. Corio 3214 
 Ph: (03) 5245 3000    or email:  ssharp@workskil.com.au 

Geelong– 150 years ago this month 

The Value of Two Acres [0.8ha] of Ground 

“Not three miles [5km] from Ararat there lives a family. . . The 

products of the garden, or the farm, appear in profusion, and are 

sufficient to supply the consumption of a family of ten persons. 

In all seasons throughout the year the demands of this family are 

supplied in the matter of vegetables, potatoes, bacon, milk, butter, 

and tobacco, by the single handed exertions of the mother of eight 

children. The husband and two of his sons are constantly engaged 

in digging, while the mother, who occupies herself from day to day 

in cultivating the produce of the garden, not only supplies her  

family, but manages also to rear about twenty pigs every season.  

At present there are six and a half tons of potatoes in-keeping for 

the winter, all of which have been sown and digged by this worthy 

helpmate. . . Within the garden there does not appear to be a 

square foot of ground that is not occupied; as fast as one crop is 

taken up another is put down. There are two rows of healthy    

looking vines, all of which were in full 

bearing last year, besides some other 

kinds of fruit. . . The cultivatoress informs 

us that she wants to purchase some more 

land, for the purpose of commencing a 

more extended system of cultivation, and 

we trust she will get some.” 
 

(The Geelong Advertiser August 1864 ) 
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Ryrie Street Railway Tunnel—looking south 

Taken from the pedestrian walkway over the railway tracks at the end of Little Malop 
Street, the above photo shows a train exiting the tunnel and approaching the Geelong 
Railway Station after the journey from Warrnambool. In the photo below, additional 
track work is seen to branch off to reach the second platform which was eventually 
constructed at the Geelong station. 
To the left is one of the original church buildings belonging to the Reformed              
Presbyterian Church (arrowed), fronting into Fenwick Street. Established in Geelong in 
1857 this small religious group has its largest Australian congregation in Geelong– 
about 170. Two other congregations belonging to the church meet in Melbourne.  

c.1920 


