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“Then & Now” Photographs 

A 68-page book featuring 65 images 
from early Geelong, accompanied by 
recent photographs from our day. 

These photos show just how much our 
city has changed in the last 170 years, 
enhancing our appreciation for all the  
hard work gone in to making Geelong   
such a fantastic place to live today. 

We know you will love reading “The Best of The Jillong Pocket,” so make sure you 
also get a copy of the supplementary edition of the Jillong Pocket seen below. 

It is available for free download at our website: 

JillongPocket.wordpress.com 
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Part 1 
From the first European visitors to Corio 

Bay, until the establishing of the       
township of Geelong. 

 

Before the turn of the 19th century small groups of Aborigines, 
numbering less than 400 individuals in total, had made the    
Bellarine Peninsula and the area around the junction of the    
Barwon and Moorabool Rivers as their home. 

The first visits by English sailors came in 1802. Within a few 
short years, the initial trickle of foreign ocean-going vessels   
coming into Corio Bay to explore, was turned into a flood of 
ships of all shapes and sizes, arriving from ports all over the 
world. The ships unloaded their cargoes - humans carrying all 
their worldly possessions, being also accompanied by their vast 
flocks and herds  - onto the southern shores of Corio Bay. 

White settlers had arrived. 

Initially, the whole of the Bellarine Peninsula was called 
“Indented Head,” and the first settlement was at its eastern   
end, named St Leonards (as we still call it today). 

Starting in December 2012, the following 8-part series in the 
Jillong Pocket told the story of European settlement in the area 
with help from Ian Wynd’s book Balla-wein. 
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After an unsuccessful attempt to settle at Sorrento in 1803 (when convict William 
Buckley escaped), it took another 32 years before another attempt was made by 
British immigrants to settle in Port Phillip Bay. This time Indented Head was     
chosen for the first permanent camp. Why? In one word—Grass! 

The first white explorer that came into Port Phillip Bay was Lieutenant John     
Murray, who sailed through the heads in February 1802. His discovery of water on 
the eastern side of the bay was obviously the reason for the first attempted 
settlement at Sorrento the following year. However, of the area around Swan Bay 
near Queenscliff Murray wrote: “The soil of the land all round the extensive place 
is good and its appearance exceeds in beauty even the southern shore.” 

Matthew Flinders arrived 10 weeks after Murray in April 1802. Of the 
bay area he wrote that it was “capable of supporting much cattle, 
though better calculated for sheep." Especially of the Bellarine Peninsula 
he commented: “Indented Head,* at the northern part of the western 
peninsula, had an appearance particularly agreeable; the grass had been 
burned not long before, and had sprung up green and tender; the wood 
was so thinly scattered that one might see to a considerable distance; 
and the hills rose one over the other to a moderate elevation, but so 
gently, that a plough might everywhere be used.”  

The following year (1803) Governor King in Sydney sent Surveyor-
General Charles Grimes to Port Phillip Bay to assess its potential to   
support a settlement. Grimes wrote a glowing report on the land 
around what is called Portarlington today: “the land is good [with] fine 
pasture from ten to eighteen inches (25-45cm) deep, fine black earth 
with white sandy clay or gravel bottom.” 

Desperate to beat the French to claim the area for Britain, The          
Governor in Sydney dispatched 2 ships under Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins, 

along with over 400 convicts and staff to the ill-fated attempt mentioned 
above. From October 7, 1803 until May 18, 1804 the fledgling          
settlement struggled to survive, because although they had water, the 
soil around Sorrento was very poor. Collins sent a party to examine the 
possibility of moving to the other side of the bay, but the exploratory 
party hugged the bay shoreline, allowing them to admire the fine soil 
and grass, but in the process failing to find fresh water. Despondently, 
Collins decided to pack up the camp and move to the Derwent River on 
Van Diemen’s Land where he helped establish Hobart Town. 

*Up until the 1850’s the whole Bellarine Peninsula was known by the name Indented Head. 

Matthew Flinders 

Charles Grimes 

David Collins 

Early Explorers 1802—1835 
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Over the next 30 years, Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) flourished as immigrants 
from Britain flocked to the open spaces. In addition, many convicts chose to stay 
on the land when freed from their prison bonds. By 1835 the island’s population 
was 40,172, of whom 42% were still convicts. As the human population increased, 
along with their herds and flocks, a need for more grazing land became urgent. 
Enter John Batman! 

John Batman had joined with 14 other farmers and businessmen from 
around Launceston to form the Port Phillip Association. Obviously  
familiar with the earlier reports of fine soil and pasture at Indented 
Head, Batman engaged the ship Rebecca, and set sail from Launceston 
on May 27, 1835, arriving in Port Phillip Bay two days later. From   
Batman’s diary it appears their first landing was close to where the 
Batman Memorial now stands at Indented Head. 

Landing on the beach, the first thing Batman did was search for local Aboriginals. 
His earlier experiences with indigenous groups on Van Diemen’s Land had made 
him very anxious of their initial reaction to white men, but it would appear he was 
determined to befriend them with the goal of purchasing from them all the land 
around Port Phillip Bay. His initial inspection of the land produced no Aborigines, 
but two huts were discovered where they had obviously been eating mussels, 
gathered in the shallow waters of the bay.* 

The party then moved inland. The soil near the bay was rich and, in Batman’s own 
words, "covered... thickly with Grass, of the best description." Batman's             
underlining of the word "grass" clearly shows that his mission was to find good 
grazing land. He further stated that his party passed “over some beautifull (sic) 
Land and all good Sheep country rather sandy, but the sand Black and rich covered 
with Kangaroo Grass, about 10 Inches high and as green as a field of Wheat.” 

The next day Batman sailed around to Point Henry and went 
ashore. He explored much of the peninsula, walking 20 miles. “I 
found the Hills of a most superior discription beyond my most      
sanguine expectation - the Land Excellent and very rich a light black 
Black soil covered with Kangaroo Grass 2 feet high and as thick as it 
could stand, good Hay, could be made and in any quantity. . .I was 
never so astonished in my Life.” (Batman’s  own writing) 
Batman eventually sailed to the top of Port Phillip Bay where he 
‘purchased’ 500,000 acres of land, including all of the Bellarine   
Peninsula from local Aborigines.^ After leaving behind a small party 
at Indented Head, Batman then sailed back to Van Diemen’s Land to 
proclaim his great discovery. The story continues in Part 2. . . 

John Batman 

* The area was around Portarlington, a source of fine mussels to this day. 
^ See pages 248-9 to find out why the “purchase” was considered illegal. 

The John Batman   
Memorial– located    at 

Indented head 
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John Batman had led an expedition to Port Phillip Bay, arriving on May 29, 1835. 
After exploring the Bellarine Peninsula, he had met up with aborigines near the 
Yarra River and ‘purchased’ an area of land from them, including all the Bellarine 
Peninsula. On June 9, Batman sailed back to Indented Head in the Rebecca and 
landed his holding party there*, which included three white men - James Gumm 
(in charge), William Todd, and Alexander Thomson– as well as five Sydney        
aboriginals - Bullet, Bungett, Old Bull, Pigeon and Joe the Marine. 

They had three months' supply of meat, flour, tea and sugar and were instructed 
by Batman to build a hut or house and establish a garden. Batman wrote that he 
left them "a large quantity of Potatoes to put in the Ground and all Kind of other 
Garden seeds, as well as pips and stones fruit - I left apples & oranges with them 
also the 6 Dog's." Gumm was also supplied with written authority "to put off any 
person or persons that may trespass on the Land I have purchased from the     
Natives." When the Rebecca departed that evening, the first lonely beach-head of 
the squatting invasion of Port Phillip had been established. 

The first thing the men built was a flagpole, to identify British interests in the area, 
as well as help any ships entering the bay to find their location. The area was then 
thoroughly searched,  with the dogs running down many kangaroos. An area for a 
vegetable garden-  90 yards square– was grubbed out and fenced. The first crop 
of onions was sown on June 14. Four days later wheat was sown, followed by 
parsnips, broad beans, potatoes and fruit trees. The location for a house was 

*Early maps of the area indicate that this very first white settlement was in fact at what we 
call today, St Leonards. A small stream flows to the beach at St Leonards, beside which they 
dug a well to ensure a constant water supply. The flat, sandy soil around the town of     
Indented Head would make digging a successful well there very unlikely. Early settler, 
George Lloyd confirms St Leonards as the original settlement in his writings. 

The first white settlement, as sketched by John Helder Wedge in August 1835. 

The First White Settlement 
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marked out, 30x15 feet (10x5 metres) in size. However, this was reduced after 
they realised that there was no suitable timber trees in the area, and so it had to 
be constructed out of sods (soil held together with grass). However, on June 22, 
1835 all their priorities changed, when 5 Aborigines arrived at the camp! 

After providing them with a meal, William Todd tried to get the men to write their 
names on pieces of paper. It would appear he was under instructions from      
Batman to get as many names onto the ‘land purchase’ as possible to make it 
more legally acceptable.* 

The men were then given gifts of shirts, handkerchiefs, tomahawks, knives,       
scissors, and a blanket. As a result, three days later the five Aboriginal men were 
joined by about fifty other Aboriginal men, women and children. Gumm made a 
further distribution of gifts: 100 handkerchiefs, 30 knives, six tomahawks, 54    
pairs of scissors, 14 shirts, five looking-glasses, 12 tin-pots, "being all that we were     
possessed of." Although they seemed friendly, the Europeans were wary and 
stayed up all that night—in fact they kept watch every night the Aborigines       
remained with them. 

The next morning they baked 100 pounds (45kg) of flour into damper loafs for the 
locals. The Aborigines devoured the food, along with one of the cooked            
kangaroos. That evening they ate nearly all the potatoes. Soon the white men 
realised that food left for them to last 3 months was now nearly all gone. . . and 
the party of Aborigines could not be persuaded to leave! The 3 men decided to go 
hungry themselves to impress upon the natives that their food supply was low. 
When that  didn’t work they cooked 60 pounds of flour, gave it to them and asked 
them to leave. When that also failed, they tied up the dogs and refused to give 
them any more food or go hunting.  

On July 4 a tense stand-off arose, with the Aborigines gesturing that the white 
men should share all their food, at the same time ignoring Gumm’s demands that 
they leave the area. An all-out attack on the white man’s camp was then planned. 
Two of the Aborigines then left the camp to round up other tribesmen living   
nearby, to expand the size of their attacking party. Meanwhile, the three white 
men and their five Sydney Aboriginal assistants prepared guns and dogs to fight 
them off. But they would have been no match for an attacking aboriginal force 
which was to eventually number over 100 men. 

By July 6, 1835 the camp was on the brink of all-out war. . .  when out of nowhere 
a giant man walked into the camp. Escaped convict, William Buckley, had         
returned to white civilisation!                    The story continues in Part 3. . . 

*Batman’s claim to the land was never legally recognised. See the article “Terra Nullius” on 
page 248 to find out why.  
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By July 5, 1835, the white settlement at Indented Head, made up of three whites 
and five Sydney aborigines had been working for 28 days to establish the new 
Port Phillip colony. John Batman was not due to return with his ship, the Rebecca, 
until the beginning of September. However, the local Aborigines had become  
hostile toward them, and were planning an attack to wipe them out and take their 
food supply. 

Upon hearing the plans, escaped convict William Buckley,* who had been living 
with local tribes for the past  31 years, had mixed feelings as to what to do. He 
knew that if it came to a fight the white men didn’t stand a chance. But if he     
interfered, he risked being re-captured and sent back to prison. The next morning 
he made his decision, and the 198cm (6’6”) tall giant strode into the Indented 
Head camp. The three whites, Gumm, Todd, and Thomson were stunned! 

Buckley was able to convince the agitated local Aborigines that the white men 
had indeed run out of food until their ship returned, so they abandoned their 
plans to attack the 3 white men. They were further appeased when the Sydney          
Aborigines, with their dogs, then agreed to go with them hunting for kangaroos. 

But Buckley still had to explain himself to the British settlers. It had been over 30 
years since he had spoken English, so his speech was slow and broken. He told  
the three men that he was a soldier on the first convict transportation ship to Van 

William Buckley arrives at the St Leonards camp in July 1835 

*For William Buckley’s full story see page 26. 

William Buckley to the Rescue! 
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Diemen’s Land, which he claimed was wrecked near the heads to Port Phillip Bay. 
Four men had managed to swim to shore he said, but now, he was the only      
survivor left.# 

The last of the Aborigines left the area of the camp at Indented Head on July 18. 
Subsequently, a number of tools and other objects were found to be missing,   
having been stolen by the natives. However, Gumm chose not to pursue the 
matter, preferring to keep on friendly terms rather than anger the locals again. 

Although peace was restored, by July 30, 1835 the white camp was in real strife, 
with the last of their flour gone and still a month to wait before the Rebecca was 
expected to return! Two days later the last of the salted pork was eaten. Over the 
next few days fishing produced only four flathead, and the kangaroos now proved 
hard to catch. The group started to go hungry. 

Then, on August 6, they received a pleasant surprise. Batman    
returned a month earlier than planned, bringing with him his wife, 
their four children, and his brother Henry, along with supplies to 
last many months. With their hunger abated, the men immediately 
work began to build a sod house for Batman’s family. 

Accompanying Batman’s family was also John Helder Wedge. 
Wedge had been employed as the Assistant Surveyor-General on 
Van Diemen’s land, but had become curious about Batman’s     
appraisal of the Port Phillip District. He wrote in his diary that his 
plan was to “direct his attention to the nature of the country.” Over 
the next few years Wedge was to do more than any other man to 
explore the Bellarine and Geelong District (with the assistance of 
William Buckley). But Wedge had another desire to fulfil: “to form some         
judgement as to the probability or chance of leading the Aborigines by degrees to 
embrace the advantages of religion.” To that end, Alexander Thomson, a trained 
medical doctor, was also designated the Port Phillip Association’s catechist 
(religious teacher) due to his strong Presbyterian beliefs. 

Starting out on August 12, 1835, with Alexander Thomson, two of the Sydney  
Aborigines, as well as two local Aborigines, Wedge started his exploration of the 
“Balarine” Peninsula. Meanwhile, John Batman was about to be confronted with a 
most serious threat to his plans for the Port Phillip Association! The story           
continues in Part 4. . . 

#His story was later examined by John Batman’s group upon their return. His tattoo ‘WB’ 
confirmed his true identity as escaped convict William Buckley, and when confronted     
Buckley admitted the truth. But by then his usefulness as a translator between the           
Englishmen and the local tribes of Aboriginals had proven to be invaluable, and so he was 
quickly pardoned by Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur at Hobart Town. 

John Helder Wedge 

National Museum Australia  
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The Port Phillip Association Arrives in Force 
 

While John Helder Wedge started his exploration of the Geelong region, on      
August 16, 1835, only 80 days after John Batman had entered Port Phillip Bay for 
the first time, another ship entered the bay. John Pascoe Fawkner had chartered 
a boat, the Enterprise, and had come to see what the Port Phillip Association was  
raving about. Batman was not happy to see this rival on ‘his’ turf. He ordered his 
associates to have nothing to do with them. 

Then, 3 days later, a third ship sailed into the bay. The Endeavour was mastered 
by John Aitken, who had heard the news of endless grassy pastures, and had 
come over from Van Diemen's Land to see where he could land his own sheep. 
Aitken followed Fawkner to the top of the bay, and after exploring the area,    
returned to anchor off the settlement at Indented Head. The race was on for    
European control of the Port Phillip District! 

Batman became suspicious of the two boats sailing to the top of the bay. When 
Wedge returned from his first exploration trip on August 25, Batman ordered him 
to take the smaller boat they had brought with them and find out what was going 
on up at the “Eastern River” (Yarra River). Taking Thomson and five Sydney      
Aborigines with him, Wedge sailed to the west end of Corio Bay and then walked 
to the Yarra River. There he found four of Fawkner’s men, Lancey, Jackson, Marr 

John Batman ”purchasing” 600,000 acres from the Aborigines in June 1835. 
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and Evans, making preparations for a settlement. Wedge warned 
them in no uncertain tone that all the land belonged to John  
Batman and his Port Phillip Association, and that “unpleasant 
consequences” would follow if they persisted in trying to settle in 
the area. Wedge’s threats were ignored by Fawkner’s men. 

Meanwhile, back at Indented Head, by August 23 the house     
being constructed was completed, apart from the doors and      
windows which still had to come from Van Diemen’s Land. The 
house was then occupied by Batman’s family while construction 
of a blacksmith’s workshop was begun. However, when Wedge’s 
party returned on September 9 there was great consternation about the rival 
groups establishing bases up on the Yarrow River (as Wedge now called it). Thus, 
when Batman’s supply ship, Mary Anne, arrived on September 13, the decision 
was quickly made to relocate to the Yarra, with John Batman ordering Wedge, 
Gumm, and two Sydney Aborigines to depart that afternoon on the Mary Anne. At 
2pm that afternoon as they departed they were instructed to start building a 
house for Batman, to relocate his family up on the Yarra. 

Batman was still aware that his entire exercise was being funded by the members 
of the Port Phillip Association. The original 15 members had decided to split the 
land ‘purchased’ from the aborigines into 17 shares, of which John Batman       
received two shares. He now decided to select his land from the area surrounding 
the Yarra River, where grass was plentiful, the soil was rich, and fresh water was 
in abundance. But, more importantly, where he could also keep a watchful eye on 
his adversary, John Fawkner. 

Soon, the town of Melbourne started to spring up and overtake Indented Head in 
importance, but the first settlement at Indented Head was never abandoned. 
When Batman loaded his family on board the Mary Anne on September 15, 1835 
to relocate them to the Yarra, he left behind William Todd, Alexander Thomson, 
Johnny Allen, and Bungett, with provisions to last them 2 months. They were to 
continue establishing the settlement in preparation for other members of the 
Port Phillip Association to join them. These members would eventually take over 
their allocation of lands on the Bellarine Peninsula and around Geelong. 

By January 1836 all the members of the Port Phillip Association, or their agents 
had inspected the land allocated to them, and had started planning to transport 
their flocks, herds, house and farm implements, as well as families to their new 
homeland. One of these early settlers, along with Wedge, was a prime-mover in 
the Association, and just as determined as Wedge to explore his new home and 
it’s native inhabitants—but his goals were short-lived. His name was Joseph Tice 
Gellibrand.                                    The story continues in Part 5. . .                       

John Pascoe Fawkner 
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Joseph Tice Gellibrand 

 

As a strong-minded man, Joseph Tice Gellibrand was one of 
the prime movers in the push for a white colony in the Port 
Phillip District. On January 31, 1836 he arrived at the settle-
ment which would soon be given the name Melbourne, 
and met up with recently pardoned William Buckley. 

Taking Buckley into his charge, Gellibrand explained to him 
the role the Port Phillip Association wanted him to play. It 
took on three parts: First, Buckley was to become the    
Superintendent over the ‘Native Tribes,’ protecting them 
from any aggression on the part of white settlers 
(acknowledged as a major failing in Van Diemen’s Land—
Tasmania, which led to the genocide of all Aborigines on 
that island). Second, to act as interpreter between white 
authorities and the local Aboriginal inhabitants, informing them of how the white 
settlement would proceed, but more specifically to impart religious instruction to 
them. The third role William Buckley was asked to fulfil was to act as local guide 
during the on-going exploration of the district. Buckley agreed to these terms 
(initially), reassuring Gellibrand that the local Aboriginals were mostly of a     
peaceful nature, and that they were looking forward to the further distribution of 
food, blankets and ‘Tommy’ hawks (small axes). 

After hiring a cart from John Fawkner the two men travelled overland toward   
Indented Head. After Gellibrand inspected his own allotted land, they crossed the 
Exe (Werribee) River, passed by Geelong Harbour, and entered the hills on the 
Bellarine Peninsula. Gellibrand described what he saw: 

“The Ballarine (sic) Hills contain about twenty thousand acres of Land of the     
finest description… The Land is thinly timbered; the Soil appeared very rich and fit 
for any purpose. The Kangaroo grass was up to my middle and with a thick 
bottom. It is as fine a tract of land as any I have yet passed over.” 

Gellibrand and Buckley arrived at the first settlement at St Leonards to discover 
that the local Aboriginals had been ordered to leave the area or risk being shot by 
the man left in charge (un-named, but probably William Todd). The Aboriginals 
had stolen about a sack-worth of potatoes by lifting the potato plants out of the 
ground in the vegetable garden, removing the tubers, and replacing the plants, 
hoping that the white men would not notice. 

Disappointed not to have found Aboriginals there, Gellibrand and Buckley left the 

Joseph Tice Gellibrand 

State Library of NSW 
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camp the following day in search of them. Buckley then led Gellibrand to his own 
family, having married into the local tribe of Aborigines decades earlier. His wife 
and some local children greeted Gellibrand warmly, although they had never seen 
horses before, and needed reassuring that the big animals would not hurt them. 

Gellibrand and Buckley then continued their exploration of the Geelong area. 
Starting at the mouth of the Barwon River (Barwon Heads) they followed the 
course of the river upstream, past Lake Connewarre and the Reedy Lakes area, 
and on to the Barwon and Moorabool valleys. They then returned to Melbourne 
via the Anakie Hills before Gellibrand took a boat back to Van Diemen’s Land. 

By this time the members of the Port Phillip Association had taken possession of 
their allotted land, with one notable exception—John Sinclair, who had been 
granted the whole of Indented Head (i.e. the whole Bellarine Peninsula). Sinclair 
was originally from Launceston where he had served as an overseer of convicts, 
and the superintendent of the Engineer’s Depot. Finally, in February 1837 he   
arrived at Geelong on the brig Henry, along with Gellibrand, and Gellibrand’s 
friend, George Hesse. 

The three had determined to explore 
further up the Barwon River, before 
turning back towards Werribee and        
Melbourne. However, when they   
arrived at Corio Bay the tide was out, 
so passengers, animals, and other 
cargo had to disembark at Point    
Henry, due to the sand bar that ran 
across the bay to Point Lillias. About 
400m from the ship, Sinclair fell from 
his horse seriously injuring himself. He 
was carried back on-board the Henry, 
unable to continue.* 

The accident saved Sinclair’s life, when Gellibrand and Hesse chose to continue on 
without him. A local farm hand acting as guide took them as far as Winchelsea. 
Then, pig-headedly refusing further help, the 2 men insisted on finding their own 
way back to Melbourne. They were never seen again! Becoming confused with 
the landscape, it appears Gellibrand and Hesse turned west instead of north, and 
became lost. An extensive search by other early settlers failed to locate them. 
Some 4 years later, 2 skulls of European men, identified as Gellibrand and Hesse 
were found about 40km from Port Fairy, a sad end coming from a lack of          
willingness to accept help.        In Part 6 the story continues. . . 

Immigrants arriving at Point Henry in 1853, having to 
wade ashore and walk or ride to Geelong due to the 

sand bar blocking access to Geelong harbour at low tide. 

*Sinclair never did take up his allotment on the Bellarine Peninsula. Rather, he established his 
prosperous sheep farm at Mt. Ridley, near modern day Craigieburn, north of Melbourne. 

Geelong Heritage Centre photo 
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By 1836 many of the Port Phillip Association members had established properties 
around the bay. David Fisher was one such early settler who had sent agents over 
to Port Phillip in advance to begin improvements to his property near the Exe 
River (Werribee River today). On February 9, 1836 Fisher himself arrived at      
Williamstown by ship, and headed west to inspect his property. Pleased with what 
he saw, he then travelled on to the Bellarine Peninsula where he had other       
interests; and besides, two of his men there were missing. He spent five days 
searching for them without success,* before giving up and completing his tour of 
the peninsula down to the mouth of the Barwon River. He then returned to his 
property at the Exe River. 

From his tour of the area around the Bellarine Peninsula and the Barwon River, 
Fisher became keenly interested in acquiring more of this land, an area he       
described as “romantic and picturesque.” In fact, he was so charmed by the area 
he decided to build his new house near the Barwon River. When completed on 
September 25, 1837 it became the first house constructed in the area that would 
be named Geelong.  

Meanwhile, John Batman, along with other prominent members of the Port     
Phillip Association were having great difficulty convincing the British authorities in 
Hobart and Sydney of their rightful ownership of the Port Phillip district. Finally, 
out of frustration, they decided to sell off their interests to others, including an 
area of 10,000 acres between the Barwon and Moorabool Rivers. 

In partnership with Hobart Banker Charles Swanston, along with Thomas         
Learmonth, George Duncan, John Mercer, and John Montagu, Fisher formed the 
Derwent Company which purchased the 10,000 acres near Geelong in 1839 for 
£7,919. Fisher was appointed manager of this land. Eventually the Derwent    
Company went on to buy other land west of Geelong, along with land around 
present-day Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale. 

With such vast holdings, it appeared that the Derwent Company would eventually 

*The two men had been killed by local Aborigines. They had been traversing Murradoc Hill 
just east of present-day Drysdale when approached by a group of Aboriginal men. The two 
were taking a bullock-cart laden with supplies to the Exe River property. Despite the two men 
being armed, the Aboriginal men tricked them into leaving the cart and begin hunting local 
game. When the two men had become separated from each other, the Aborigines killed them 
both and took their supplies. 

About 12 months later, a local Aboriginal man named Woolmurgeon showed Fisher the  
remaining bones of his two employees where they had been killed. 

The Derwent Company 
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take over the entire district.    
However, behind the scenes not 
all was running smoothly. Finally, 
in 1842 the company was        
dissolved, with the land split 
among the partners. David Fisher 
became a prominent early         
resident of Geelong. Perhaps 
more notable among the other 
partners was the land appor-
tioned off for Charles Swanston—
at the far eastern end of the 
‘Indented Head’ peninsula. Today, 
the historical town of Queenscliff 
is located overlooking the         
entrance to Port Phillip Bay. 
Swanston, Learmonth and Mercer 
Streets, which feature prominent-
ly in the town are named after 
these early landowners. 

Meanwhile, back in 1837 as the Derwent Company was still buying up land 
around Geelong, near the banks of the Barwon River farms were being developed 
and homesteads were being constructed. Alexander Thomson, who was one of 
the first white men to set foot in the area as part of John Batman’s party, had 
helped establish the first house for Batman at St Leonards. After spending time as 
medical officer in Melbourne he now became occupied in building his own     
homestead and property on the Barwon River. He named his property Kardinia, a 
well-known Geelong name even today. Part of the land he farmed is now called 
Kardinia Park, home to the football ground of the Geelong Cats. 

With all this activity around Port Phillip Bay, the Government in 
Sydney was forced to give it some serious attention. In that same 
year (1837), Governor Richard Bourke decided to pay a personal 
visit, first to Williamstown, where he decided to establish a    
township further up the Yarra River—named Melbourne. He then 
sailed back down the bay and landed at Point Henry. There, at 
Point Henry he proposed the establishment of a town, before 
travelling on to Kardinia, where he was entertained by Alexander 
Thomson and his household—which included an individual who 
was to feature prominently in the future history of the Bellarine 
Peninsula and Geelong.  

The story continues in Part 7. . .                       

This map of the Bellarine Peninsula dated 1847 shows the 
location of the early squatters. Numbers 14 & 15 were farms 
run by Charles Swanston and his friend Edward Willis.  
 

Number 20, near the town of Geelong was the farm run by 
Anne Drysdale and Caroline Newcomb. Their story appears 
in part 7 of this series. 

Governor Richard Bourke 

15 

14 

13 
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When Governor Richard Bourke visited Indented Head in 
1837, he was entertained at the homestead of Alexander 
Thomson, on the banks of the Barwon River. Just prior to 
the Governor’s arrival, Caroline Newcomb had joined the 
Thomson household as a servant. She was 24 years old. 

Originally, Newcomb had arrived in Port Phillip Bay as 
the governess for John Batman’s children. However, 
when Batman’s family broke up, she was left without a 
job. She then travelled to Indented Head to secure work 
with Alexander Thomson, with whom she had become 
acquainted during the short time he had served as the 
colony doctor at Williamstown. For the next three years 
she served as governess for Alexander Thomson’s 
daughter, Jane. 

In May 1840 another woman, Anne Drysdale arrived to 
stay with the Thomson household. Anne came from an 
educated, well-to-do family in Scotland. Although Anne 
was 20 years older then Caroline, the two soon became firm friends, and decided 
to try their hands at farming together. With help from Thomson they selected 
10,000 acres of land a further 3km down river from Kardinia, the name of      
Thomson’s property, and named their new farm, Boronggoop. The two focussed 
on raising sheep for their wool clip. 

Not only were Anne and Caroline a generation apart in age, their personalities 
were also quite different. Anne was refined, calm, mature, and had an easy-going 
nature. She purchased a piano for the cottage, constructed a series of gravel 
paths around the home, just like the country manors back in Scotland, and      
regularly arranged for social activities with other squatters on Indented Head and 
in the new town of Geelong. In contrast, Caroline was raised with limited          
education. She was energetic, hard-working, but with a noted temper. Despite 
their differences Anne wrote: 

“Miss Newcomb, who is my partner, I hope for life, is the best & most clever     
person I have ever met with; there seems to be magic in her touch. Every thing she 
does is done so well & so quickly.” 

Men throughout the community were not so impressed with the partnership, 
with some lamenting in their diaries that, in a community with so few women, 
what were the local bachelors supposed to do? The two women lived together as 

Anne Drysdale and Caroline Newcomb 
—Geelong farming pioneers. 

Anne Drysdale and Caroline newcombe 



21 

 

partners for the next 13 years. Sadly, in June 1852 Anne suffered a stroke which 
left her severely restricted in her movements. Caroline nursed her friend for the 
next 11 months until she died in May 1853.* 

One thing that kept the two as firm friends was their zealous religious convictions. 
Anne was raised Presbyterian, while Caroline was of Methodist background.    
Conversation with others regularly settled onto bible discussions, and church 
meetings were held in their home. After Anne died, Caroline married a Methodist 
minister, and she and her new husband founded the first Methodist church in the 
town of Drysdale, named after her loyal friend Anne. 

During their 13 year partnership, the two women played a prominent role in early 
farming activity around Geelong. After establishing their first property at           
Boronggoop, on July 18, 1843 they purchased their second estate at Coryule, (near 
Drysdale today). There, in 1849, they had constructed one of the finest homes to 
be built on the Bellarine Peninsula, still standing today as a legacy to these two 
outstanding women. 

Not only were Anne and Caroline involved with farming but they were also closely 
involved in organising community improvements. While Geelong established a 
town council to oversee tax spending on community projects, the Bellarine       
Peninsula had no such representation. Eventually a group a local farmers around 
Drysdale and Portarlington met together to try a solve one of the most difficult 
issues confronting them at the time—a lack of decent roads. The main driving 
force behind this establishment was Caroline Newcomb. This was particularly 
noteworthy for the time, when women were not permitted to vote, and having a 
woman in a position of authority was often frowned upon.  

Eventually, their initial cottage at Boronggoop, located between the current St 
Albans homestead and the Barwon River, along with their property extending as 
far as Point Henry, was confiscated by the government, at a time when squatters 
were being forced to pay for their land. However, by then Coryule was well      
established. By 1844 their flock of 800 sheep had risen to over 6,000 under the 
hard work of Caroline, and the steady, mature direction of Anne. No other early 
settlers around Geelong became as well known as these two pioneer farmers. 

While farms started to dot the entire Bellarine Peninsula, the township gazetted 
by Governor Bourke, and named Geelong, needed to be formally laid out and 
settled. The story continues in Part 8... 

*Living today in a climate of free sexual expression, many may assume that the two women 
lived as lesbians, however, they would be wrong. The very strict religious background of 
both women forbade any form of homosexual activity. The practise was also forbidden by 
English law. There is no indication in any record that their relationship was viewed as    
anything more than business partners combined with a fast friendship. 
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A copy of the original town layout for Geelong by 
surveyor Robert Hoddle, dated August 21, 1838. 

 

In 1837, during his visit to the Port Phillip District, Governor Richard Bourke had 
proposed that a town be built at Point Henry. This location had the advantage of 
being able to receive shipping without having to navigate the infamous sand bar 
that ran across Corio Bay from Point Henry to Point Lillias. On closer examination, 
however, the Governor noted that Point Henry had no water supply. Thus, after 
consultation with local squatters, including Alexander Thomson and David Fisher, 
the decision was made to establish a township between the bay and the Barwon 
River—to be called “Geelong.” 

The location name “Geelong” came from the local Aborigines. However, earlier 
records show that the Aborigines had given the bay that name, and the shoreline 
was named “Corio,” or “Corayo.” Somehow, the white settlers had swapped the 
two location names. In addition, earlier sketchy records show the name was 
spelled “Jillong.” It was Governor Bourke’s secretary, during this historic visit in 
1837 who, for the first time, recorded the well-known spelling used today. 

Among the party travelling with Governor Bourke was 43-year-old surveyor,   
Robert Hoddle. No doubt during this preliminary visit discussions were held     
regarding the layout of the township, taking advantage of the harbour on Corio 
Bay, while extending to the source of fresh water a mile to the south– the Barwon 
River. Before departing back to Sydney Governor Bourke appointed Hoddle to the 

Robert Hoddle 

“Geelong” is Proclaimed a New Town 
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position of senior-surveyor for the Port Phillip 
District. The position put him in charge of three 
other men, including Robert Russell who had held 
the position since arriving 18 months earlier. The 
two men did not get on together. Russell later 
claimed that Hoddle took credit for a lot of work 
he and his assistants had done earlier, in both 
Melbourne and Geelong. The long drawn-out feud 
between these two men lasted a lifetime. 

For the rest of the year 1837 Hoddle worked        
to lay out the towns of Melbourne and                   
Williamstown, showing remarkable insight into 
the amount of traffic that would one day crowd 
the streets of the fledgling towns, by making all 
main streets 30m (99 feet) wide. When completed, he turned his attention to 
Geelong, finalizing the initial layout of the town during the winter of 1838. 

The new town of Geelong was officially gazetted by Governor George Gipps on 
October 26, 1838. As shown in the copy of the declaration above, blocks of land 
were then offered for sale at £5 per acre ($25 per hectare). Surprisingly, no land 
agents were initially available in Geelong to sell acreage to potential customers. 
The first Geelong land sale took place far away in Sydney on February 14, 1939. 
Local squatters had to make the journey themselves, or appoint agents to act on 
their behalf in Sydney to purchase a town block. 

Before long, the 400 settlers who lived in the area when Governor Bourke first 
arrived in 1837 were joined by thousands of new settlers, as well as dozens of 
shipments of convicts from England. During the following year (1840) the town 
expanded rapidly. On January 1st, the original government representative, Foster 
Fyans was joined by Nicholas Fenwick as magistrate; a mail service to Melbourne 
commenced on February 21; the first post office was established on March 12; 
the Geelong Advertiser morning newspaper started being published on            
November 21; and the breakwater on the Barwon River was completed by       
December 15, ensuring the towns continuous supply of fresh water. It was hard to 
imagine that the first white settlers had arrived only 5 years earlier! 

So many people now inhabited the area that more specific names were required 
to locate farms east of Geelong, so the name Indented Head soon came to refer 
only to the very eastern end of the newly named Bellarine Peninsula. And while 
settlers have always inhabited the Indented Head and St Leonards region, it was 
at the peninsula’s western end that the main population settled—in Geelong. 

Conclusion. 
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On Monday, September 3, 1866, the Geelong Advertiser reported: 

“One of the largest pieces of native bread that we have ever seen is now on view at 
the Black Bull Hotel. It weighs no less than twenty-eight pounds (12.7kg), and at 
first sight appears to be an ordinary stone boulder. It has a very thick skin, when cut 
is very white, and tastes much like rice. It was found in the Cape Otway ranges, and 

will be forwarded to the Melbourne Exhibition.” 

But what is native bread? Native bread is the common 
name for the fungus Laccocephalum mylittae. (Pronounced: 
Lacko-seff-ah-lum my-lit-ee.) The commonly-found fungi 
favours feeding off fallen or buried logs in a forest. A hard, 
underground mass (called a sclerotium) slowly grows over 
years. Fungal bodies as large as 600mm in diameter have 
been recorded, like the one mentioned above in the       
Geelong Advertiser, but are found more commonly about 
the size of a football. 

Triggered by the heat of bushfire the sclerotium rapidly 
sends out a stipe (or stem), from which a mushroom        
appears above the surface of the ground. As it grows, the 

bumpy whitish cap consumes the underground mass over a period of about a 
month. Eventually fungal spores are released by the mushroom before it dies. 

It is the large underground sclerotium that is called native bread, so named      
because Aborigines were the first to discover it as a nutritious food source. The 
texture of the hard mass is rather like grains of cereal pressed together. The fruit 
inside was usually consumed raw or roasted. After collection the native bread 
could also be stored by crushing and drying the pulp. 

Aborigines often found the fungus by smell, pushing a 
stick into the ground beside fallen logs as they walked 
along, and then smelling the stick. However, the easiest 
way of locating the food source was by scouring an area 
of forest burnt by fire a few days earlier, looking for the 
plentiful white mushrooms that identified the location 
of the native bread below. 

Some early enterprising settlers investigated the possi-
bility of importing dogs trained to search for truffles, a 
type of fungus highly prized by many diners in Europe. 
However, the bland taste and smell of native bread, 
although considered delicious by Aborigines, was not 
looked upon with the same delight by white consumers. 

The white flesh inside the native 
bread was viewed as a delicacy by 

Aborigines. 
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Part 2 
The People of Geelong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the time Geelong was declared a town in 1838, many    
notable individuals made it their home. Some worked hard to 
improve the town’s amenities, while making a good life for 
themselves and their families. Others simply passed through     
the town leaving an impression on all they touched. 

Part 2 of this publication examines the stories of 38 of these 
individuals who lived before World War II, and how they        
influenced the city and surrounding districts that we call       
home today. 
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William Buckley was born in 1780 in        
Cheshire, England. His father was a farmer, 
but he did not follow in his father’s          
footsteps. After being apprenticed to a local 
bricklayer, he decided to join the army. In 
1799 he saw action in The Netherlands, but 
after being wounded in action he was sent 
back to England. 

On August 2, 1802 Buckley appeared in a 
Sussex law-court charged with being in   
possession of a roll of cloth that he knew 
was stolen. Convicted, he was sentenced to 
transportation for life. He was shipped     

initially to Sydney, before being placed on the Calcutta to be transferred to the 
fledgling penal colony at Port Phillip Bay, arriving in early October 1803. The 
settlement, led by Lieutenant-Governor David Collins was called Sullivan Bay (now 
known as Sorrento). 

Although a model prisoner on the voyage to Australia, Buckley was determined to 
escape. Finally, on December 27, 1803 Buckley, along with a few other convicts 
fled into the bush. One prisoner was shot, but Buckley and two others got away. 
Knowing that Sydney was somewhere to the north, Buckley and party headed 
around Port Phillip Bay thinking that they would simply blend into the Sydney 
community when they found it. However, their 
navigation skills were poor and they had no         
concept of how far away Sydney was (1,000km to 
the north), still a common misconception of many 
English immigrants today, who have never known 
of such vast distances overland before coming to 
Australia. 

Some days later, when they finally spotted a sailing 
ship, rather than providing evidence of their      
nearness to Sydney, they realised that it was the 
Calcutta, and they had simply walked all around 
Port Phillip Bay to Swan Island. By this time they 
were nearing starvation. Unable to get the        
attention of the crew on the ship by lighting fires, 
Buckley’s two companions headed back around 

William Buckley was transported to Port 
Phillip Bay, along with 400 other        

prisoners aboard the HMS Calcutta. 

State Library of Victoria photo 
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Port Phillip Bay, resigned to surrendering. They were never 
seen again. 

Buckley was determined to stay free, but lacking the ability to 
find food among the strange flora he was soon close to dying. 
His rescue finally came, not from his captors, but the local 
Aboriginal tribe, who eventually nursed him back to health. 

Being 198cm tall (6’6”) William Buckley had a commanding 
presence. The aboriginals viewed him as a dead aboriginal 
chief that had come back to life. He was given an aboriginal 
woman as a wife and together they had one daughter. For the 
next 32 years Buckley lived with the local Wathaurong          
Aborigines, settling with his family at the mouth of Bream 
Creek (Breamlea) where fish and other foods were abundant. 

Finally, in July 1835 William Buckley returned to the white 
man’s world when he walked into the camp of John Batman 
on Indented Head.* Initially, Buckley had forgotten most of 
the English language. He initially tried to hide his true identity, 
but was later identified by the tattoo “W.B.” on his arm.      
Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur gave him a full pardon 
later that same year. He went on to assist John Wedge with 

his exploration of the Barwon River, and eventually took the job as interpreter        
between the Aboriginal tribes and the white settlers on a yearly salary of £50. In 
time however, it became evident that he was not fully trusted by the whites, who 
saw him as convict and part Aboriginal, nor by the Aboriginals, who questioned 
his decision to return to live with the whites. 

Unhappy and disillusioned Buckley went to 
live in Hobart in 1837. He married a white 
widow, worked as an assistant store-keeper, 
then gate-keeper at the Female Factory   
before retiring on a pension of  £52 per year. 
He died in Hobart on January 30, 1856, aged 
75. 

On July 5, 1835 William      
Buckley walked into the camp 

of white settlers at St 
Leonards, saving them from 
certain attack from over 100 

local Aboriginal tribesmen  
who were intent on stealing 

their food. 

Buckley’s Cave– overlooking The Rip at Point 
Lonsdale. A good lookout for ships, but a lack 
of fresh water and food in the area made it 
unlikely that Buckley actually lived here. 

* The whole Bellarine Peninsula was originally 
called Indented Head. During the 1850s the 
name was changed and Indented Head came to 
refer only to the small settlement at the far 
eastern end of the Peninsula. 

 Batman’s party of 3 men was most likely trying 
to establish a base at what we call St Leonards 
today. 



28 

 

  

Hamilton Hume was born on June 19, 1797 at Parramatta, 
NSW, only 9 years after the First Fleet arrive from Britain 
under Captain Arthur Phillip. Hume went on to become 
the first Australian born explorer, and in 1824 he took part 
in an expedition that was to be the first to explore an 
overland route from Sydney to Port Phillip Bay—to the site 
of present-day Geelong. 

When only 17 years of age, Hume began exploring the 
country beyond Sydney accompanied by his younger brother John and an         
Aboriginal boy. They travelled as far to the south-west as Berrima, with Hume 
soon developing the skills of a good bushman. In 1818 he went on a journey with 
James Meehan, the deputy surveyor-general, during which Lake Bathurst and the 
Goulburn Plains were discovered. Subsequently he went with Meehan and John 
Oxley to Jervis Bay. In 1822 he journeyed with Alexander Berry down the south 
coast of New South Wales and helped complete canal works near the mouth of 
the Shoalhaven River near Nowra. The canal is still visible today. 

THE HUME and HOVELL EXPEDITION: 
In 1824 Hume was encouraged by Governor Brisbane to be part of 
an expedition to find an inland route to Bass Strait. However,      
government funding for the expedition was not forthcoming and 
eventually Hume, along with William Hovell decided to make the 
journey at their own expense, except for some packsaddles, clothes 
and blankets, which were provided from government stores.       
History records Hume taking the lead in the expedition, but a     
heated dispute between the two men nearly 30 years later over 
who was in charge of the group never clearly resolved this issue. 

Each of the explorers brought three assigned servants with him and between 
them they had five bullocks, four horses and two carts. They started out from the 
Sydney District on October 3, 1824 with provisions to last them 16 weeks. 

The overland trek was difficult. Nearly the whole of the journey was through 
heavy mountain country. In addition, there were several rivers to be crossed.  
Finally, on December 16, 1824, eleven weeks after they started, they arrived at 
Corio Bay. There they found the local Aboriginals to be friendly and helpful. 

After a few days to rest and explore the district, they were forced to start their 
return journey, since they were now running low on supplies. Travelling further to 
the west than their initial journey south, they found the countryside more level, 

William Hovell 



29 

 

and easier to cross. They arrived 
back in Sydney exhausted 5 weeks 
later. 

As a reward for their efforts Hume 
and Hovell each received grants of 
1,200 acres (485ha) of land, an  
inadequate reward for discoveries 
of great importance made by an 
expedition which, practically    
speaking, paid its own expenses. 

AFTER THE EXPEDITION: 
Hume married Elizabeth Dight on 
November 8, 1825 at St Phillip’s 
Church in Sydney. She survived him 
but had no children. 

In November 1828, Hume continued his explorations, journeying with Charles 
Sturt into western New South Wales, where they discovered the Darling River, the 
Murray River’s longest tributary.  

Hume eventually settled at Yass and served as a magistrate there until his death 
at on April 19, 1873, aged 75. 

Today, the Hume Highway between Melbourne and Sydney is named in honour of 
his pioneering journey, made with Hovell back in 1824. 

Excerpt from the journal of Hamilton Hume, describing the land to the north of 
Geelong, and the Werribee Plain. 

“During the time the natives stopped with us, I learnt from them the native names of 
several places in sight:—the harbour they called Geeloong—the downs, Iramoo - and a 
remarkable high hill on the downs, a few miles to the NE, they informed me was called 
Wilanmarnartar*. This mount would bear from the place I supposed to be the entrance 
or outlet of this extensive port, nearly NNW. The down extends to the northward and 
eastward of Wilanmarnartar upwards of 70 miles, and more than 20 miles to the  
westward. 

In fact the end of these beautiful and rich plains to the westward was not ascertained; 
they varied in breath from 20 to 30 miles. [Note.—The plains here in formation, much 
resemble those of Bathurst; that is, an undulating surface; but the soil differs            
materially, being a black and brown loam; the strata is principally grey wacke, lime, 
and sandstone. The latter prevails on the banks of the rivulets, which are in general 
high.] 

*Today: the You Yangs 

A part of Hamilton and Hume’s map detailing their  
exploration near Geelong in 1824. (The map is drawn 

with south at the top and north at the bottom) Notice 
the word “Jillong” is used as the name for the bay. From 

this word comes the name “Geelong.” 
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Dr Alexander Thomson was a medical practitioner and 
pastoralist. Many of the earliest references to the   
Geelong area mention his name. Other early historical 
characters were employed by him, worked alongside 
him or stayed at his home. Who was this prominent 
early Geelong settler? 

Born in 1800 at Aberdeen, Scotland, Thomson was 
the son of a shipowner. His medical training was at Aberdeen University and also 
in London. In 1825 he made the first of several voyages to Australia as a surgeon 
on a convict transport ship (see box: Thomson and Transportation). 

Attracted to the colonies he arrived in Hobart Town in December, 1831 with his 
wife, Barbara, and their 3-year-old daughter, Jane. He then purchased two steam
-boats which he imported from Britain. Once the boats had been assembled, he 
opened a steam ferry service between Hobart and Kangaroo Point (Brisbane) in 
the year 1832. After a year he sold the service and moved on to Launceston. 

Then, in May 1835 Thomson agreed to join John Batman’s party, which became 
the first group of Europeans to start a permanent settlement at Port Phillip Bay. 
In fact, Thomson helped build the very first European house in the area, at St 
Leonards on the Bellarine  Peninsula. After returning to his family in Launceston, 
he sent across early consignments of cattle and sheep to the fledgling settlement. 
He himself followed with his family in 1836, and built a house for himself near the 
corner of Elizabeth Street and Flinders Street in Melbourne. 

Later, in October that same year William Lonsdale appointed him medical officer 
at Melbourne (inhabited since August 30, 1835) on a yearly salary of £200.    
However, after resigning his position 4 months later, Thomson decided to moved 
to the Geelong district where he took possession of land straddling the Barwon 
River. Eventually his holdings reached 150,000 acres (60,000 hectares) and he 
named his property “Kardinia.” Visitors to the property described the home and 
those who occupied it as being “cultivated and refined.” At Kardinia in 1837 he 
formally welcomed Governor Sir Richard Bourke on his first visit to the Geelong 
district. It was during his stay at the Thomson homestead that Governor Bourke 
decided to survey the site for a new town he named “Geelong.”  

As a prominent member of the Geelong community Thomson was active in      
several fields becoming one of the leaders of that early pastoral society. He     
carried out his own exploration and survey of the district west of Geelong, and 
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fully involved himself in the civic 
development of the township, of 
which he has sometimes been 
called the founder. He was the 
town's first mayor in 1851 and 
served again in 1855-57. He was a 
director of the Geelong-Melbourne 
Railway Co., with construction    
being completed in 1857. Geelong's 
first bank, a branch of the Union Bank, was opened in 1842 in a house Thomson 
rented. The welfare of the Aboriginals in the district also deserved his attention, 
and he also helped missionaries with their religious work among the local tribes. 

Thomson was also active in more general colonial affairs. In 1843 he was elected 
one of the Port Phillip members to the New South Wales Legislative Council, but 
resigned in 1844 in protest against having to attend the sittings in Sydney. 
Throughout the 1840s he was prominent in the separation movement which 
eventually led to Victoria breaking away from New South Wales on July 1, 1851. 
Thomson was elected for Geelong to the Victorian Legislative Council in 1852-54 
and to the Legislative Assembly in 1857-59. As an urban liberal, he was appointed 
to the select committee that in 1853 drafted the Constitution Bill. 

While Thomson’s community endeavours reaped large rewards, his financial    
situation did not fare so well. Due to poor investments, by March 1844 Thomson 
found himself in severe financial difficulties but he eventually recovered.         
However, towards the end of his life he again found himself nearly penniless and 
had to accept the job as medical officer at the Sunbury Boys' Home to survive. 
This setback, according to the Australian Medical Journal, was due to his          
disregard of ‘the prevailing rule of looking well to his own interests before       
endeavouring to promote those of his fellow creatures.’ 

Thomson, along with his old horse 
Creamy, he had become institutionalised 
in the Geelong district. When he died on 
New Year's Day 1866 many mourners, 
representing most public groups,    
attended his funeral. He was buried in 
the Geelong Eastern Cemetery. 

It may be hard to put a value on the 
work done by Dr. Alexander Thomson, 
but Geelong will always be indebted to 
this early pioneer settler. 

A devout Christian, Thomson was largely    
responsible for starting Presbyterian church 
services in the district. These were first held 
in his parlour and then, later, in his woolshed. 

Thomson headed the list of subscribers who 
wrote back to England petitioning for a      
minister and a church at Geelong, the       
foundation stone of which he laid in 1841. 

In 1845 he chaired the meeting which        
inaugurated the Geelong branch of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

Thomson and Transportation 

Likely due to experiences observed while    
serving on convict transportation ships,       
Alexander Thomson became a staunch        
opposer of prisoner transportation to Australia. 

The last convict ship from Britain landed in 
Western Australia on January 10, 1868. A total 
of 164,000 convicts had been transported to 
Australia over the previous 80 years. 
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Perhaps more than any other man, Foster Fyans could lay 
claim to being the founder of the city of Geelong. 

The son of John and Margaret Fyans, Foster was baptized on 
September 5, 1790 as an Anglican in Dublin, Ireland. At 
twenty years of age he joined the British Army, seeing hard 
service in Spain. In 1817 he was sent to India with the army 
and survived a cholera outbreak that killed 87% of his 1,000 
strong regiment. 

In 1833 Fyans then joined the 4th Regiment at Sydney, New 
South Wales, and was posted to the penal colony on Norfolk Island as captain of 
the guard. He later became commandant at the Moreton Bay convict settlement 
(near Brisbane), to where Sydney transferred its worst convicts. As a prison     
warden he earned a reputation for strict discipline. 

Fyans retired from the army in 1837, preserving his rank as Captain. Soon after 
arriving back in Sydney he was invited by Governor Richard Bourke to travel to 
Geelong, in the Port Phillip District of NSW,* to take up the post of police         
magistrate of the area and to investigate the “trespass” by squatters on crown 
land in the areas around Geelong. (Originally the area was named ‘Corayo’ by the 
Wathaurong Aborigines, but was re-named ‘Geelong’ by Bourke.) He left Sydney 
and sailed for the fledgling town of Melbourne (originally known by its Aboriginal 
name as ‘Bare-brass’), and after a three day walk Fyans arrived in Geelong. 

Fyans established himself on the Moorabool River at the site of a ford across the 
river, allowing travel out to the west of Geelong. Today, the Fyansford Hotel sits 
on the site of his first house. Then, with a support staff of 15, Fyans set about the 
task of establishing the town of Geelong. In addition to providing law and order, 
he also helped surveyor Robert Hoddle lay out the town’s roads and services. 

One of Fyans first achievements was to construct a rock dam across the Barwon 
River in late 1837, which gave name to the area now known as Breakwater, an 
eastern industrial and residential suburb of Geelong. The dam wall, build 6 inches 
(15cm) taller than the high tide, stopped salt water from the sea flowing further 
upstream, thus providing the town with a reservoir of fresh river water. 

In 1840 Fyans was appointed as commissioner of crown lands for the Portland Bay  
district, an area half the size of England. His duties included making government      
returns for the licensed runs and their occupants, receiving their annual £10    
licence fee, and maintaining law and order between the squatters and the         

Captain Foster Fyans 

* Victoria was only made a separate State from New South Wales on July 1, 1851. 
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 Aborigines. His job required much travel, and when he later retired he wrote that, 
along with his faithful horse, Peter he had travelled 35,000 miles (56,000km). He 
also ran his own cattle station west of Lake Colac, later selling this before settling 
back in Geelong. 

In January 1843, now aged 53, Fyans 
married Elizabeth Alice Cane, who was    
nearly half his age. Elizabeth eventually 
gave birth to 3 daughters and a son. 

Captain Fyans lived beside the 
Moorabool River at Fyansford until, in 
1845, he purchased 158 acres (64      
hectares) of land in what is now          
Newtown. He called the property where 
he built his home, ‘Bell-bird Balyang’. The 
site is now known as Balyang Sanctuary, 
located beside Shannon Avenue, next to 
Princes Bridge. 

In 1849 Fyans was reappointed police 
magistrate and also helped establish the 
Geelong Town Council. During his time as 
police magistrate Fyans had to deal with 
many issues. Drunkenness was a           
constant problem in the area and the 
usual punishment for offenders was to spend two hours in the stocks. One case 
involved a woman who had offended several times over a two week period. Fyans 

had the woman locked up in the stocks for 72 hours “for her 
own safety.” 

Originally, Fyans saw himself as a protector of Aboriginals,    
however over time, he found himself becoming more the     
protector of the settlers. White settlers’ lack of understanding 
of the Aboriginal way of life led to many cases of conflict in 
which British laws were enforced. Murder and even               
cannibalism were reported to Fyans for him deal with. 

In 1853, following the discovery of gold in Victoria Foster Fyans 
retired, and began to write his recollections. He died at his   
Geelong home ‘Balyang’ on May 23, 1870 aged 80. His grave 
can be found in East Geelong cemetery. 

None of Captain Fyans descendants are known to be living in 
the Geelong region today. 

Tragedy Strikes 

Foster Fyans wife, Elizabeth, died in March 
1858, aged 42 from apoplexy (stroke). 

A few months after Elizabeth’s passing, 
tragedy struck again. Fyans’ daughter     
Rosabel was 10 years old. She was mute 
and suffered from a mild mental disability.    
Rosabel’s carer, Mrs. Wicks, who had 
looked after her for 5 years, briefly left her 
unattended, and upon returning found that 
the girl had set herself on fire. 

The carer applied oil and turpentine to the 
burns and sent for Foster Fyans and the 
doctor. Despite the doctor’s best efforts, 
Rosabel died. At the subsequent inquest 
into the death it was found that a box of 
matches were found beside the girl. 

These two events effected Fyans deeply. 

The grave of Foster Fyans 
in the Eastern Cemetery 
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James Cowie was born on January 9, 1809 in Falkirk,       
Scotland, the son of a brewer. He was educated by a private 
tutor before being apprenticed to a saddler and harness-maker 
in London. Seeking adventure, in 1840 he sailed for Australia 
arriving at Port Phillip in December 1840. Cowie then went to 
Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania), but after only a few months, on 

July 8, 1841, he returned to the Port Phillip District thinking that Geelong offered 
greater opportunities. 

Cowie began a business in North Corio as a saddler and harness-maker, but     
success quickly brought expansion. By 1848 he owned a general store managed 
by his brother William at Elephant Bridge (Darlington: 120km west of Geelong), 
where he issued 5s. and 10s. denominations (equal to 50c and $1) in his own   
paper currency which was regarded in the district as equal to any banknote. He 
also opened a shipping agency and took the lead in introducing steamers to the      
Geelong trade. 

The Scotsman became associated with many local activities. He took an active 
part in establishing orderly local government in Geelong and in 1849 was among 
those who put up £4000 security so that the first works of the Geelong Town 
Council could be carried out. In 1850 he was elected to the first council. 

When gold was discovered at Ballarat in 1851 Cowie was an early visitor to the 
area, and placed the first steam engine on the goldfields. Despite the lure of quick 
riches in Ballarat, James chose to continue living in Geelong and, in 1852, he was 
appointed a Justice of the Peace for the town. In addition, on November 9, 1852 
he became the third mayor. While mayor, he helped to establish the Geelong 
Chamber of Commerce—an organisation 
that still operates in Geelong today to 
further business and trade throughout 
the region. 

By October 11, 1853 Cowie had amassed 
enough of a fortune to retire, but         
continued to pioneer development in the 
Geelong District. In 1853 he became a 
member of the provisional committee of 
the Geelong and Melbourne Railway Co. 
In 1854 he also became a director of the 
Geelong and Western District Fire and 
Marine Insurance Co.  Merchison Hall, in Garden Street, East Geelong 

was built by James Cowie in 1856. 
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James Cowie’s parliamentary career began in 
August 1853 when he was elected for       
Geelong to the Legislative Council. The     
following year he resigned and briefly       
returned to his home in Britain. On the     
return voyage in December 1855 he was 
shipwrecked on the Schomberg off Cape 
Otway, being rescued by lifeboats belonging 
to the passing Warrnambool trader the 
Queen. 

In 1856 Cowie once more involved himself in politics. He was elected to the new 
Legislative Council as member for the South-Western Province. In 1857 he       
published A Bill for Regulating the Construction of Buildings & Party Walls, and for 
the Prevention of Mischiefs in the Town of Geelong. 

In 1858 he failed to gain re-election when opposed to George Coppin, but in 1859 
he was again in parliament, this time representing Geelong East in the Legislative 
Assembly until 1860. Not very active in debate, Cowie opposed convict            
transportation and state aid to religion, but favoured land reform, the secret    
ballot, the establishment of a state bank and mint, the National school system, 
and, even in those early days, he was an advocate for Federation (separation of 
Australia from Britain). 

In the years following the death of his wife Eliza in 1871 he sold most of his     
properties in Geelong and moved to the suburb of Fitzroy in Melbourne. He died 
at Glenmore, St George's Road, Elsternwick, on November 14, 1892, and was   
buried in the Eastern Cemetery at Geelong beside his wife and five of his seven 
children. 

James Cowie was truly an outstanding pioneer and advocate for Geelong. 

How James Cowie is remembered in Geelong: 

 An electoral division for the local Geelong City Council is named the Cowie 
Ward. 

 The area now known as Corio was originally named Cowie’s Creek, after him. 
(The named was changed to Corio in 1913) 

 Cowies Creek still starts near Lovely Banks and passes under Melbourne Road 
at North Geelong just near the Ford Factory. The mouth of Cowies Creek has 
been modified to form Corio Quay, where ships dock to load logs and       
woodchips. 

 Cowie Street runs off Melbourne Road next to Cowies Creek in North Geelong. 

James Cowie was one of the original 
30 members who constituted the 
first Legislative Assembly of Victoria 
in 1856. 

When he died in 1892 of, according 
to the Argus newspaper, “a general 
break up of the system,” he was the 
last of the original group to die. 
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In 1839 Anne Drysdale sailed from Scotland to Port Philip. She was 47 years 

old, had a small inheritance, and was determined to become a sheep farmer. 
Soon after arriving in Melbourne she relocated to Geelong where she resided for 
a short time with Dr Alexander Thompson. 

Dr Thompson helped her purchase the property she named Boronggoop 
(4,000ha) on the Barwon River. Soon after, she formed a partnership with        
another enterprising woman, Caroline Newcomb, who was 20 years her junior. 
The two women established a successful pastoral business and for 13 years lived 
and worked  together. By 1843 they had purchased another property they named 
Coriyule, on the Bellarine Peninsula.  

Sadly, in 1852 Anne Drysdale suffered a stroke which left her unable to work. 
Miss Newcomb nursed her for the next 11 months before she died at the age of 
61 and was buried in a vault at Coriyule. 

The township of Drysdale was named in honour of her pioneering skills and the 
property Coriyule is still located on the Bellarine Peninsula near Drysdale.  

The daily lives of both Drysdale and Newcomb were recorded in Anne’s diary and 
4 of its 5 volumes have survived to our time (at the State  Library of Victoria), 
providing a rare, detailed account of domestic and farming life in the 1840s. 

Geelong Celebrates 100 years and King George V 

King George V was viewed with great affection by the people 
of Victoria. When he died in 1936, Melbourne established a 
Memorial Committee to decide how best to remember their 
beloved King. However, local citizens in Geelong held their 
own meeting on February 10, and decided to establish their 
own memorial in Geelong. A three-month long appeal for 
funds took place. Local school-children were also invited to 
contribute to the memorial by donating at school. The       
fund-raising was very well supported. 

It was then decided that Geelong master sculptor, Wallace 
Anderson, be asked to make a statue of the King for the   
Geelong Civic Centre. He initially made a 1m high model, 
which was approved by Geelong counsellors. The finished 
model was then completed by July the following year and 
shipped overseas to be cast in bronze.  

Finally, on October 26, 1938 the Governor of Victoria, Lord 
Huntingfield unveiled the statue of King George V to coincide 
with Geelong citizens celebrating 100 years since the      
township was declared back in 1838. 

The statue of King George V 
outside the Geelong Art    

Gallery. The caption reads: 
“A tribute from Geelong and 

District. 26 October 1938” 
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Caroline Newcomb was born in London on October 5, 1812, the daughter 

of Samuel Newcomb, British commissary in Spain. On medical advice she          
emigrated to Hobart Town in 1833. John Batman took her to Port Phillip in 1836 
as governess to his children, and in 1837 she went to Geelong to stay with Dr 
Alexander Thomson, the most prominent of Geelong’s early settlers. 

At Thomson’s homestead in 1840, she met Anne Drysdale and the two became 
firm friends, even though Anne was twenty years her senior. Their friendship 
extended to becoming business partners, with Anne providing most of the      
finance, and Caroline the energy and drive. The two women made a comfortable 
living for themselves managing properties extending out onto the Bellarine      
Peninsula. They were known for their hospitality to other Geelong settlers as well 
as to visitors in the area. Sadly, Anne Drysdale died in May 1853,  after suffering a 
stroke 11 months earlier. 

After her partner's death Caroline continued to run the Coryule property and to 
take an active part in local affairs. In June 1855 she convened the first meeting of 
the Ladies' Benevolent Association of Geelong. 
Newcomb was also a devoutly religious person. 
On  November 27, 1861 she married the     
Wesleyan minister of the township named after 
her partner (Drysdale), Rev. James Davy      
Dodgson who had arrived in the colony in 1857. 
Caroline died at Brunswick in Melbourne on 
October 3, 1874, and was buried beside Miss 
Drysdale at Coryule. Their remains were later        
removed to the Eastern Cemetery in  Geelong. Coriyule still exists today 

The name Newcomb was adopted to honour Caroline 
Newcomb who, along with her partner Ann Drysdale, 
had established the 'Boronggoop' and 'Coriyule' runs 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. Among early Geelong 
settlers they were referred to as the "Lady 
Squatters." 

The area was established early in the history of the 
Peninsula, however the name was only adopted by 
the Shire of Bellarine in 1956. Prior to that time the 
area was variously known as East Geelong and West 
Moolap. Today, Newcomb is bounded to the west by 
Boundary Road and to the east by Coppards Road. 

Newcomb 

http://www.geelong.ws/Famous-Geelong-People/Famous-Geelong-People/Alexander-Thomson.html
http://www.geelong.ws/Famous-Geelong-People/Famous-Geelong-People/Alexander-Thomson.html
http://www.geelong.ws/Famous-Geelong-People/Famous-Geelong-People/Anne-Drysdale.html
http://www.geelong.ws/Famous-Geelong-People/Geelong-Buildings-and-Architecture/Eastern-Cemetery-Geelong.html
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Nicholas Alexander Fenwick was born in 1806 to English parents, Charles 
and Susanna Fenwick. As a young boy Nicholas spent time in Denmark, where his 
father served as British Consul-General. However, by his early twenties, he was 
ready for adventure. 

On October 13, 1838 the barque Theresa, carrying 266 male convicts plus guards 
left London bound for the penal settlement of Sydney. Nicholas Fenwick was also 
on board. The ship successfully docked in Port Jackson on February 1, 1839, 
where Fenwick disembarked and explored the thriving young town. As a result of 
his ‘upper-class’ background, after some months he was appointed a magistrate 
in New South Wales, which at the time, included the Port Phillip District. 

Meanwhile, in the Port Phillip District town 
of Geelong, Captain Foster Fyans was     
struggling to find time for all the duties    
assigned to him by Governor Bourke, as 
Chief Magistrate and head of the police. His 
civil duties covered an area from Corio Bay 
to the Portland District, near the border with 
what eventually became South Australia. 
When reports reached Geelong of illegal 
activities, disputes between squatters, or 
aboriginal uprisings coming from the      
western districts, Fyans would be forced to 
leave Geelong for many days while he      

investigated the claims. Fenwick was one of the magistrates who would travel 
down from Melbourne to fill in for Fyans if he was called away. 

Along with his official responsibilities, Fyans was also keen to supervise             
improvements to the town of Geelong, including the construction of a breakwater 
on the Barwon River to stop brackish water flowing up-river with the tide, spoiling 
the freshwater supply to the town. During 1840 he wrote to Governor George 
Gipps (who had replaced Richard Bourke), requesting more men to assist him. 
Thus, on January 22, 1841 Governor Gipps appointed 34-year-old Nicholas       
Fenwick to replace Fyans as magistrate at Geelong (on an annual income of 
£300). Obviously Gipps had misunderstood Fyans’ request for assistance, as Fyans 
was not happy to relinquish the prominent position. 

The following month Fenwick was escorted to Geelong by Lieutenant-Governor 
for Victoria, Charles La Trobe, and officially took over Fyans’ job. Fenwick quickly 
stamped his authority on the Geelong court. While Foster Fyans had a reputation 

The first Geelong Courthouse—on the corner of 
McKillop Street and Yarra Street, where Fenwick 

held court. (today the site of the fire station.) 
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for harshness, even brutality at times, Fenwick’s firm application of discipline won 
him no supporters among the working classes either. The editor of the Geelong 
Advertiser, James Harrison, soon published a number of articles, claiming there 
was “one law for Fenwick and another for everyone else.” Never-the-less, in a 
newly settled area full of convicts, outlaws, vagrants, adventurers, and con-men, 
Fenwick did a fine job of providing a measure of security for the town. 

Shortly before his move to Geelong, Nicholas Fenwick’s brother Fairfax, along 
with one of his sisters, had settled in the area. Fairfax Fenwick established a farm 
in a locale originally called ‘Fenwick,’ now better known as Wallington on the  
Bellarine Peninsula. His sister initially settled at Shortland’s Bluff (today known as 
Queenscliff) before moving into Geelong to live with Nicholas in Pakington Street, 
New Town. Nicholas Fenwick himself had Fenwick Street, Geelong named after 
him. The street now features prominently in Geelong, being the address of The 
Gordon, The Victorian Government Building (the upside-down building), and the    
Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

While Nicholas Fenwick had a reputation for being well bred, quiet, and very 
proud, he had a softer side, showing great compassion and charity around town. 
He was a committee member of the Melbourne Club from 1840-50, a trustee of 
the Church of Christ in Geelong, secretary of the District Council of Grant, and a 
member of the Geelong Benevolent Society. As a free citizen, and permanent 
resident of Geelong, Nicholas was also enrolled as one of the 469 voters who 
qualified to participate in the 1845 elections for mayor and town councillors. 

The next year (1846) Fenwick resigned his position as Geelong magistrate and 
headed back to England. He obviously spent time in Denmark as well, getting to 
know Julia, the 4th daughter of Lieutenant-General de Flindt. The two married in 
Copenhagen in September 1847. Fenwick was 41 years old. Shortly afterward, the 
newly married couple settled back in Melbourne, where they had at least one son, 
William. 

In 1851 he was appointed Commissioner for 
Crown Lands for the County of Bourke 
(nearly all the eastern half of Melbourne) at 
£300 per annum. He then purchased 122 
acres of bushland east of Richmond, and 
named his property “Kew,” now an entire  
suburb of inner Melbourne. 

Around 1859 Nicholas Fenwick returned to 
England and died there in 1863 aged 57. He 
will be remembered for helping to shape 
the justice system in early Geelong. 

Armytage House, at 263 Packington Street,      
Newtown was built on land which was originally 

the location of Nicholas Fenwick’s house. 
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was born on August 14, 1821 in   
Somerset, England, the fourth daughter of Robert Harding, yeoman farmer,* and 
his wife Mary. At twenty years of age Elizabeth sailed for the Port Phillip District of 
New South Wales with her brother William. As a squatter, he took up land at 
Winchelsea. One of the few women to venture inland in the early 1840s, Elizabeth 
married a neighbour, Thomas Austin on her twenty-fourth birthday (August 14, 
1845) at St James's Church, in Melbourne. She eventually gave birth to 11         
children, 3 of whom died when young. 

Over time, thefamily formed a notable farming dynasty, with the 
Austin’s headquarters being at Barwon Park in Winchelsea, 
where they even entertained the Duke of Edinburgh in 1867. 
Elizabeth was a proud woman. Allegedly mortified at having to 
receive the Duke in an undistinguished homestead and           
consumed with jealousy by the house of her sister-in law,       
Elizabeth persuaded Thomas to build a substantial, bluestone 
mansion, designed by Davidson & Henderson. Begun in 1869, it 
was finished in 1871. Six months after it’s completion, her       
husband Thomas unexpectedly died. 

In her first years of widowhood, Elizabeth withdrew from society while living at 
Barwon Park. Some described her as being “disappointed and domineering,” while 
others recall a “shrewd, determined woman.” She was known among the family 
as 'Aunt Tom'. 

By 1880 Mrs Austin had quietly begun a second career, helping to fund programs 
for the needy, sick, and poor. One of her staff at Barwon Park was struck down by 
an incurable disease, with all hospitals refusing admission. Her concern for the 
staff member revealed a different side to her personality. Later, when an appeal 
was made for a hospital for incurables in Melbourne, she offered a substantial 
amount (£6,000) to launch the scheme. Her example prompted others to donate 
money and, in 1882 the Austin Hospital for Incurables was opened. 

Elizabeth gave further donations towards its maintenance, and in 1898 paid for 
the establishment of a children's ward. She reportedly made monthly visits to the 
place she called with some justification 'my       
hospital.’ Continuing the family connection, three 
of her granddaughters served on the hospital’s 
management committee until the 1960s. 

Her other principal benefaction was the Austin 
Homes for Women at South Geelong, built to 
commemorate Queen Victoria's jubilee in 1887.  

*A yeoman  was a free man who owned his own farm. 

Thomas Austin 

Barwon Park 
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Mrs Austin also supported the Servants' Training Institute, St Thomas's Church, 
Winchelsea, the Ladies' Benevolent Society and local charities. By 1892 her name 
was 'a household word throughout the colony'. She died aged 89, on September 
2, 1910 at Winchelsea and was buried in Geelong cemetery with Anglican rites, 
her funeral being a notable civic event. Her last charitable act, only a week       
before she died, was to write a cheque for 100 guineas to donate toward the King 
Edward Memorial Clock Fund (Geelong Post Office tower clocks). 

Elizabeth Austin, while at times of difficult and abrupt disposition, had a heart of 
gold toward those in need. 

The following article appeared in the Melbourne Argus newspaper, (August 16, 
1887) at the opening of the Elizabeth Austin Cottages in South Geelong: 

“The formal opening of the Elizabeth Austin Cottages erected at South Geelong, near to 
the railway station, with the view of providing homes for the female aged poor, took place 
to-day in the presence of a large number of ladies and gentlemen. There are 12 cottages 
altogether, each containing two rooms. Each cottage is fitted up with every household 
requisite, and they have been made very comfortable. The buildings were erected at the 
cost of Mrs. Austin, of Barwon-park. After inspecting the cottages, a meeting was held in 
one of the large classrooms of the South Geelong state school, where the formal opening 
ceremony was performed, the room being crowded. . . 

The Rev. Canon Goodman stated that on the 14th August, just a year ago, being the     
anniversary of the Birthday of Mrs. Austin, they assembled to lay the foundation stone of 
the cottage homes which they had that afternoon met to open. It was Mrs. Austin's wish 
that the ceremony should take place that day. . . He further stated that the cottages cost 
£2,400. In addition to the cost, Mrs. Austin had given £500 towards a maintenance fund, 
and £500 had been raised by jubilee subscriptions, making £1,000 in all. They had already 
11 persons, whose ages ranged from 65 to 80 years, to place in the cottages, and these 
inmates would be allowed 3s. 6d. per week by the Ladies Benevolent Association. 

Mrs Austin then handed over the keys of the cottages to Mrs. Hitchcock, the president of 
the Ladies Benevolent Association. Mrs. Hitchcock warmly thanked Mrs. Austin for the gift. 
. . Dr. Pincott stated that he would be glad to give his services gratuitously to any of the 
inmates whenever required. 

Mr. G. M. Hitchcock spoke in terms of 
praise of the establishment of the home, 
and suggested that the name should be 
altered from "Elizabeth Home" to "Austin 
Home. Mrs. Austin agreed to alter this 
name to the "Elizabeth Austin Cottages." 
Hearty cheers were then given for Mrs. 
Austin, and a vote of thanks having been 
passed to the chairman, the proceedings 
terminated.” 
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James Ford Strachan was born in 1810 at Montrose,        
between Edinburgh and Aberdeen on Scotland’s east coast. 
He was the fifth son of John Strachan and his wife Isobel. In 
1832 he arrived in Van Diemen's Land with his widowed 
mother and two sisters. By 1835 he had set up business in 
Argyle Street, Hobart Town, but was soon curious about the 
welfare of the fledgling community settling around Port  
Phillip Bay. 

After a number of visits to the area, Strachan bought two 
lots at the first local Melbourne land sale. By 1838 he had 
constructed one of Melbourne's first brick buildings, which still stands today. That 
year he also opened a store at Geelong. In October 1839 a schooner built to his 
order for the Port Phillip run was launched at Hobart. Strachan had recently    
married Lillias Murray, the eldest daughter of Colac pastoralist, Hugh Murray, and 
so named the schooner the Lillias, in her honour. 

Strachan then decided to settle in Geelong. Early in 1840 he finished Geelong’s 
first stone building, a house and bonding store facing the bay on the corner of 
Moorabool Street and Corio Terrace (now called Brougham Street). Then, in 1849, 
he commissioned architect Charles Laing, to build a stone mansion on twenty-one 
acres (8.4 ha) of freehold fronting Corio Bay. He named his home Lunan, after the 
bay south of Montrose in Scotland. Here Strachan lived until his death on April 14, 
1875. 

Like many of the early Geelong settlers, Strachan developed prosperous pastoral 
interests. He owned part of Mount Gellibrand station, now Mooleric. However, 
his most successful business venture was his commercial store in Geelong. In   

addition to his own store, he 
became a director of the Bank 
of Australasia, and also the 
Bank of Victoria. For a time he 
served as Geelong’s magistrate, 
and was a member of the first 
Pilot Board of Victoria. For a 
long period he served as a 
member of the Victorian Steam 
Navigation Board.  

Politically Strachan began as a 
supporter for separation (the 
push to make Victoria a         

The bonding store (c.1890) owned by James Strachan was 
on the corner of Moorabool Street and Corio Terrace (now 
Brougham Street). This original building was replaced by a 
larger wool store which now forms part of the Westfield 

Shopping Centre car-park. 
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Lunan House on the Drumcondra shore of Corio Bay, was 

built for James Strachan, in 1849-50. This substantial early  
mansion house is a notable work of architect Charles Laing and 
a very early example of the use of Barrabool sandstone for  
construction. The iron gates originally providing access to the 
property are now located at Geelong Grammar School. 
Lunan House was for many years used as a teacher's college by 
the Education Department of Victoria before being converted 
back to a private house. The external detail of the magnificent 
home is essentially the same today. 

Along the Western 
Beach footpath stands a 
bollard of a student 
teacher from the 1920’s, 
taking time off from her 
studies at Lunan House 
to go for a quick dip in 
the bay. 

separate colony from New South Wales). When separation 
was granted by the British Government in 1851 he         
represented Geelong in the first Victorian Legislative    
Council. He remained a member until 1874. 

Strachan was concerned with the establishment of the Geelong Botanical           
Gardens, and of the state-aided Matthew Flinders National Grammar School (now 
the Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College). He was staunchly Presbyterian, 
and became a liberal contributor towards the cost of building the first               
Presbyterian Church erected in Geelong, as well as to the larger edifice (St 
George’s) to which it subsequently had to give place. 

James Strachan died at age 65, after battling crippling diseases for a considerable 
time. He was buried beside his wife at the Herne Hill cemetery. The couple were 
survived by their 3 sons and 3 daughters. This hard-working Scotsman was greatly 
admired as one of Geelong’s early pioneers. 

Point Lillias, at the  
entrance to Corio Bay, 

was named after     
Strachan's schooner.  
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George Thomas Lloyd, brother of famous Scottish comedian 
and actor, Horatio Lloyd, was born in 1809. When he was  just 
ten years old he sailed with his uncle, naval officer Lieutenant 
Charles Jeffreys to Van Diemen's Land, (Tasmania), arriving in 
Hobart Town on April 24, 1820.  

At that time, Hobart Town could only boast of about fifteen or 
twenty buildings worthy of being called dwelling-houses; the 
remainder, about 250 in number, being rudely constructed 
huts. With his uncle, George began raising sheep on the banks 
of Lake Pittwater (near the modern-day Hobart airport), but 
found it unprofitable in those first few years. 

After he had been three years in the colony, Lieutenant Jeffreys died, leaving 
George "a young and inexperienced farmer to plough and sow for himself." He 
continued in the same rural life until 1836, when he sold his farm. In company 
with a brother and some friends he then sailed for Victoria, arriving off Geelong in 
early April, 1837. 

In his record of the arrival he wrote: "Point Henry, our only landing place, was not 
celebrated at that time for being the most convenient spot on the shores of Port 
Phillip, in the matter of wharfage accommodation; and, so far as we were         
concerned, whenever business was required to be done in the way of landing 
sheep or goods, by some unfortunate arrangement it was always low water. The 
sailors, therefore, and not unfrequently the adventurers, had the extreme felicity 
of shouldering their bags of flour, and trundling heavy casks of Irish port,          
knee-deep in soft mud and water, for at least 150 yards (135 metres)- abounding, 
too, with that insidious and most dangerous fish, the spear-barbed stingray." 

For fourteen days Mr Lloyd's party camped and messed together before selecting 
suitable spots to establish farms on the Bellarine 
Peninsula. Straws were drawn for first choice. 
Those who drew short straws eventually took up 
new and better grassed country at Lake Colac. 
George Lloyd was among the more fortunate 
who settled near Geelong. Although he was not 
the best farmer, and soon left the pastoral life, 
his farm became celebrated throughout the   
colony for the fattening of cattle branded FF, 
after the late Captain Foster Fyans, who           
succeeded Mr Lloyd as owner of the run. 

In 1841 George commenced business as a wine 
and spirit merchant in Geelong. In that same year 

When George Lloyd arrived at 
Geelong in 1837, the Barrabool 
tribes of aboriginals numbered 
more than 300, while there were 
less than 20 white men in the 
district. When he died in 1871 
there was only one native left, 
whilst the town of Geelong     
contained about 20,000 of his 
fellow countrymen, all who    
lamented the loss of an enter-
prising and good man. 
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he acted as Geelong agent for the first steam-vessel (the Aphasia) that ever plied 
between Geelong and Melbourne. 

In 1843 he assisted in the erection of the first permanent church in this town (St 
Andrews Presbyterian Church), of which he was trustee for 12 years. He also     
assisted in laying the foundation-stone of the Geelong Hospital, and was one of 
the first committeemen of that noble institution. 

On February 1, 1850 George Lloyd was elected the first councillor for Barwon 
Ward, and on the 9th of that month was elevated to the dignity of Alderman. This 
position he continued to fill with credit to himself and 
to the advantage of the town until 1853, when he left 
on a visit to England. He also spent several years in 
the wine-producing districts of France. 

While living in Europe George wrote a book about his 
voyage to Australia and his experiences there         
entitled "Thirty–three Years in Victoria and Tasmania." 
The book did more to remove prejudices that existed 
against Australia than any other book up to that time. 
It abounded in colonial historical facts, “the purity and 
simplicity of its style being remarkable.” 

George returned to       
Geelong around 1868, 
when he unfortunately 
became involved in mining 
speculation around Geelong and the Bellarine            
Peninsula. Gold, precious metals, and coal were all    
enthusiastically sought, but like many others, he      
speculated and lost considerably. 

In early 1871 George Lloyd once more announced   
himself as a candidate for the representation of       
Geelong East in local politics, but his plans were      
short-lived. Three days before polling day, he was 
struck down by a severe case of dysentery (diarrhoea), 
from which he never recovered. He died on March 22, 
1871, leaving behind a wife and children. He was aged 
62. Another of Geelong’s much admired early pioneers 
had passed away. 

George Thomas Lloyd’s book, published in 1862 can be downloaded or viewed 
online at:   http://archive.org/details/thirtythreeyear00thomgoog 

George Thomas Lloyd aged 52 

State Library of Victoria 

http://www.arthurlloyd.co.uk/Ancestry/ThirtyThreeYearsInTasmaniaAndVictoria.htm
GeorgeThomasLloyd
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                  The story of Geelong would 
be incomplete without mentioning the contribution 
of George Belcher—local businessman, councilor, 
mayor, Victorian politician and supporter of         
everything Geelong. 

George Frederick Belcher was born on January 10, 
1823 in Dublin, Ireland. He attended a local 
school, before arriving in Melbourne via           
Launceston aboard the ship Louisa Campbell in 
1839. Belcher soon passed through Geelong to visit Nentingbull, the station of 
J.J.B. Smythe. Beginning as managing agent for Smythe’s small rental properties, 
he initially settled in Melbourne. 

In 1844 Belcher joined a party under Robert Haverfield which drove 500 head of 
cattle from Dandenong to Adelaide. Upon his return he stayed with his cousin in 
Ballan before, in December of the same year, riding north-west to find new     
agistment for their increasing stock numbers. The result was the discovery and 
naming of Nhill. Despite plenty of land being available for livestock, Belcher lacked 
squatting capital, and began to find the pastoral life monotonous.  

Back in Melbourne six months later Belcher qualified by examination for an     
appointment at the Port Phillip sub-Treasury. His father then helped him secure a 
position the following year as junior clerk in the sub-Treasury in Melbourne. He 
was now 22 years of age, but had accomplished more in his few years than many 
men had done in a lifetime. 

While young men were travelling from all over the world to find their fortune on 
the Ballarat and Bendigo gold-fields, in December 1852 George Belcher sailed 
from Geelong with his parents and sister, who were retiring to Ireland. When he 
returned to Victoria, in February 1854, he brought his new wife, Julia. In May 
1854 he was made sub treasurer at Geelong, and in 1855 became land officer. 

A comment on the man... 

George Belcher donated generously to Geelong and Leopold, but most of his many 
benefactions lacked publicity. His shrewd, conscientious, often obstinate wisdom 
screened quiet generosity and an unusual concern for people as individuals. His 
Irish humour was sometimes disconcerting, but he was habitually considerate. He 
appreciated occasions and anniversaries, and led in such causes as: Leopold’s 
Public Hall, the erection of a Batman monument, and the marking of James      
Harrison’s grave.  
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Resigning from government service in 
1869, he moved to Ariel Cottage in 
Newtown and became a financial   
broker and land agent, eventually  
having his office at Hopetoun      
Chambers, which he had built. The      
building still stands on the corner of 
Moorabool and Ryrie Streets. 

Belcher was appointed vice-consul at 
Geelong for Norway and Sweden in 
1872, and for Denmark in 1881. He 
was elected mayor of Geelong in 1873, 
and again in 1875, when he married 
his second wife Frederica. He lived 
partly at Merchiston Hall, East Geelong, which he had bought from James Cowie 
in 1872, and partly in Allanvale, Kensington (Leopold), where Frederica died in 
1881. Belcher had seven children by his first marriage, and four sons (the eldest 
Sir Charles Belcher, chief justice and ornithologist,) by his second. His third       
marriage, in 1887, to his sister-in-law, Florence Thorne, was childless. 

George Belcher represented South Western Province in 1875-82 and Wellington 
Province in 1882-86 in the Legislative Council of Victoria, and was on the Geelong 
Grammar School Council from 1884. He was the founder of St Matthew’s Church, 
East Geelong, and from 1877 was closely linked with St Mark’s Church, Leopold. 
He died at Merchiston Hall in Garden Street, Geelong, on November 23, 1909. 

In 1883, aged 60, George Belcher wrote this 
poem while reflecting on his younger days in 
Australia— 

Whether we lay in cave or shed 
Our sleep fell soft on the hardest bed. 
Fresh we woke upon the morrow; 
We had health and we had hope 
All our thoughts and words had scope. 
Toil and travel, but no sorrow, 
Those hardy days flew cheerily 
And when they now fall drearily, 
My thoughts, like swallows, skim the main 
And bear my spirit back again, 
Over the earth and through the air, 
A wild bird and a wanderer. 

The Belcher Fountain 
George Belcher made a gift to the Town of Geelong   of 
a decorative fountain on November 9, 1874. It         
originally stood in the centre of the intersections of 
Malop Street and Gheringhap Street. When trams  
began running through Geelong in 1912 the fountain 
was relocated to Johnstone Park to make way for the 
tracks that wound along Malop Street  and as far north 
as Victoria Street in North Geelong. 

When the tram service came to an end in 1856 the 
fountain was restored to its original position. A few 
years ago, however, it was relocated again, moved 
about 40 metres to make way for the new traffic flow 
through the Malop St/Gheringhap St intersection. 
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Daniel Bunce was the designer and first curator of 
the Geelong Botanic Gardens. He was Victoria's 
first true botanist. 

Born in 1813 in Hertfordshire, just north of     
London in England, Daniel was trained as a       
gardener and botanist, before emigrating to     
Hobart Town in 1833. Six years later in 1839, he 
sailed to Port Phillip, where he immediately 
joined a party of Aboriginals on a journey to 
Western Port, making an intensive study of their 
spoken language while in their company. He later 
settled in Melbourne where he established a 
nursery at St Kilda. 

In 1846 Bunce joined Ludwig Leichhardt on his second unsuccessful attempt 
to cross Australia from east to west. Leaving the Darling Downs in December, 
they were back within six months, nearly dying on the way from the harsh 
conditions. Throughout the expedition Bunce’s strength and endurance were 
noted. Wisely he had planted melon and vegetable seeds at each camp on the 
outbound leg of the journey, assuring the scurvy-afflicted party of food they 
desperately needed during their return. 

After his return Bunce followed the course of the Murray River to the sea in 
South Australia. He was then invited to join Leichhardt's next expedition of 
1848 but declined. Bunce was noted for some eccentricity in his personality, 
which may have contributed to his opinion that Leichhardt was unfit to lead 
another attempt to cross Australia. Whatever the reason, the decision saved 
his life, since Leichhardt’s party was never heard from again! 

Although he loved exploration, Daniel Bunce’s real passion was plants. In 1849 
he applied first of all for the directorship of the Melbourne Botanical Gardens 
and then later for the same position at the Adelaide Gardens. Unsuccessful 
with both applications, he left Melbourne and took a position as manager of a 
Bendigo mining company. But plants were in his blood, and he also loved to 
write. Soon he was describing the flora around Bendigo for the Melbourne 
Argus newspaper. 

He wrote a number of early books on gardening and botany in Victoria. In   
addition, his study of Aboriginal languages on his journeys in 1839 and 1846 
also led to the publication in Melbourne in 1851 of his book- Language of the 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/leichhardt-friedrich-wilhelm-ludwig-2347
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/leichhardt-friedrich-wilhelm-ludwig-2347
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Aborigines. 

Finally, in 1858 Bunce became director of the Geelong 
Botanical Gardens, which he designed from scratch. His 
travels had led to the discovery of many unusual and    
exotic plant species which he included in the gardens. He 
lived in a house located on the edge of the gardens with 
his wife (he married three times) and five children. 

While the gardening work gave Bunce great joy, his earlier 
travels and personal tragedy finally took its toll. (see box: 
Diphtheria Destroys the Bunce Family below) After a long 
illness he died at the relatively young age of 60 on July 2, 
1872. He was buried in the Roman Catholic portion of    
Geelong’s Eastern Cemetery with his second wife,    
Pelonamena, youngest daughter of Melbourne founder, 
John Batman. He was survived by only one of his five     
children. 

Diphtheria Destroys the Bunce Family 

Diphtheria is a contagious and potentially life-threatening bacterial infection 
(Corynebacterium diphtheriae and Corynebacterium ulcerans). Easily contracted 
by air-borne particles, it was a common cause of death in children up until the 
1940’s. The infection causes swelling in the throat and neck area, with many  
children dying from suffocation, when their airway became blocked. 

Diphtheria has now almost disappeared in Australia due to immunisation, but 
continues to affect areas of the world where poor hygiene and poverty exist. The      
disease is treatable, but recovery is slow. Although the death rate today is about 
10%, the disease ravaged the family of Daniel Bunce 150 years ago. 

On August 15, 1859 Daniel’s beloved wife, Pelonamena, was struck down by 
diphtheria and died. She was only 25 years old. Daniel remarried. However, ten 
years later in the winter of 1869 diphtheria struck the Bunce household again. 
The first to die was 17-month-old Julia, on August 2nd. Three days later her older 
brother and sister, Daniel (Junior) and Florence both passed away. Then, on   
August 8th the youngest boy William also died after having convulsions, unable to 
breathe due to swelling in his throat. The deaths of the 4 children within 6 days 
devastated their father.  

Daniel Bunce is remembered by the location 
of a bollard in his likeness at the front gate 

of the Botanic Gardens. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/batman-john-1752
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Charles John Dennys was born in October 1818 in England. 
His early education was in London followed by further 
study in Germany. He migrated to Melbourne in 1842, but 
soon after moved to Geelong where he farmed land by the 
Barwon and Moorabool Rivers. 

Dennys quickly involved himself in community affairs in 
Geelong. He attended the first meeting of the District 
Council of Grant which was held privately on September 
21, 1843, and was appointed its secretary. Dennys also 
served as a steward at the first Geelong horse races in July 

1843 and at the first Geelong regatta (boat races) on March 20, 1844. In the early 
1840’s he served on the  committee of the Geelong & Portland Bay Immigration 
Society. His early association with Germany led to his influencing many German 
migrants to settle in the Geelong district. 

In 1847 Dennys bought the Barwon Melting Establishment, a tallow-rendering 
works near Breakwater. He was helped in the business by his cousin Thomas    
Lascelles junior, with whom he later formed the company Dennys Lascelles Ltd., 
one of the great Victorian wool-broking houses. A shortage of labour during the 
gold rush led to the closing of the melting works in 1852. Then, in July 1852     
Dennys formed a general agency business with his brother-in-law Edward Walton 
and cousin Thomas Lascelles under the name C.J. Dennys & Co. This partnership     
dissolved in March 1853 and Dennys left for England. 

On his return 4 years later, Dennys decided to begin local wool auctions in       
Geelong. Before wool sales were organized in Geelong, it had been the usual 
practice for merchants to advance money to growers for their wool before      
shipping it for sale in London. Dennys’ first sale, 160 bales from Gorinn station 
near Ararat, was held in November 1857. Others had held earlier sales in Geelong, 
but they lacked the large premises 
offered by Dennys at his Western 
Wool Warehouse, an iron building 
on Victoria Terrace in Belmont. 

In September 1858 Dennys           
advertised his intention to establish 
a ‘Local Wool Mart.’ He also invoked 
the traditional rivalry between     
Geelong and Melbourne by stating 
that one of his aims was to avoid the Charles Dennys’ house in Newtown (1876). The man 

standing in front is likely Charles Dennys. 
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cost of shipping wool to Melbourne and 
that “The auction sales held here last     
season have proved that this town is not 
beyond the pale of Melbourne buyers, 
Melbourne speculators, and Melbourne    
brokers”. He offered 849 bales at his sale 
on November 9, 1858 and sold 662 of 
them. 

In 1864, his nephew Martin Dennys 
came into partnership and the name    
C.J. Dennys & Co. was restored. In the 
1867-68 selling season they catalogued 
10,500 bales and Edward Lascelles was 
added as a partner. To provide larger premises, in December 1870 they bought an 
old coal yard in Moorabool Street. An imposing bluestone wool store and offices 
were built and opened on August 1, 1872. Sales would typically begin with a third 
floor banquet, followed by the wool auction. 

Despite the company’s success, much of the wool was not sold because high      
reserve prices were imposed by growers. Overseas news came by slow sea mail, 
leading growers to dream of obtaining the higher prices achieved in London. Only 
3,600 bales of the 10,500 catalogued were sold in 1867-68. A big change came in 
1872 when the opening of the telegraphic link with Britain brought the latest   
reports on London prices. Also that year (1872), the wool industry was boosted by 
three woollen mills operating in Geelong, with a fourth opening in 1874. 

The company changed its name to Dennys Lascelles 
& Co. in 1875 and went on to sell 21,000 bales     
during the 1877-78 season. After Martin Dennys 
retired in 1877, Davis Strachan became a partner. In 
September 1881 the prominent grazer, Sidney      
Austin, joined the company and its name became Dennys Lascelles Austin & Co. 
Marcel Conran was admitted as a partner in 1889,  together with George Young 
whose firm became a subsidiary. However, Dennys remained the leading         
influence in the company which sold over 41,000 bales up until his death. His 
efforts led to sales of Australian wool surpassing London sales by the mid-1890s. 

Charles Dennys died on February 4, 1898 at his home on Newtown hill, Geelong, 
at age 80. Known for his kindliness and generosity, Dennys’ foresight took        
advantage of the opportunities offered by the rich Victorian Western District, 
which not only benefitted himself, but the whole Geelong community. 

Dennys wool store—now the National Wool    
Museum in Moorabool Street 

Charles Dennys married his 
cousin Martha Elizabeth in    

December 1855. They had three 
daughters. 
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Robert de Bruce Johnstone was of Scottish parentage, and 
was born in London in 1821. He spent his earlier days in 
Germany, and on returning to London he was placed in 
the Bluecoat School.* His parents died while he was very 
young, and on his leaving school he was apprenticed to a 
saddlery and harness-making business, in which trade he 
continued to work throughout his life. 

In 1853 Johnstone came to Victoria. From that time on he continuously displayed 
an active interest in political, municipal, and charitable movements, though      
personally of a very quiet and retiring disposition. In 1859 he became a member 
of the Geelong Town Council, and was elected mayor of Geelong from 1865 to 
1867. 

Johnstone first took his seat in the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in May, 1870, 
as a member for Geelong West. He was essentially a humanitarian. In his political 
life he frequently called attention to cases of ill-usage of children, cruelty to        
animals, and similar matters, and urged successive Ministries to introduce         
legislation to prevent abuses of that kind. 

Johnstone earned his reputation as “the parks and gardens” mayor, for his        
lifetime support of the Geelong Botanic Gardens. Today, located beside the Town 
Hall is Johnstone Park which was named after the hard-working Scotsman. 

He died at 60 years of age on November 20, 1881 after a stroke 
suffered 4 days earlier. He was unmarried and had no other       
relatives in Australia. He left behind a lasting legacy that is still    
enjoyed by the community of Geelong today. 

VICTORIA. 

GEELONG, Oct. 9. 

Alderman Johnstone has been elected mayor of Geelong, 

the poll at the close being -Johnstone, 20; Couves, 1. 

There was no excitement. 

(The Argus, Tuesday 10 October, 1865 p.5) 

Announcement of the unpretentious Johnstone being elected mayor of Geelong. 

Bollard depicting 
Johnstone at      

Eastern Beach 

* Bluecoat School: A charitable school for poor children, usually run 
by a religious organisation. In London it was also called “Christ’s 
Hospital.” 
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The first minister of the Presbyterian Church in Geelong was 
the Rev. Andrew Love. He served his congregation for twenty-
seven years from 1840 until his death in 1867. The Andrew 
Love Cancer Centre, today part of the Geelong Hospital, is 
named after the highly respected minister. 

Andrew Love was born on August 22, 1798 at Ayrshire, in 
southern Scotland, the son of a miller, William Love, and his 
wife Janet. He married his wife Catherine on March 12, 1822. 
Over the next 16 years the couple had six children. The first 
died while a child, but the other 5 accompanied their parents 
to Australia, and arrived in Melbourne on April 5, 1840 on board the maiden    
voyage of the 493-ton barque India.* 

A year before Love left Scotland, the Presbyterian community at Geelong had 
written to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland requesting a minister 
to care for the Presbyterian settlers at Geelong. The Assembly voted to give Love 
£100 as his salary for the first year, until the Geelong Presbyterian community 
could support him. They also allocated him £105 for his family’s passage to      
Australia when a request to the colonial Government to pay his expenses to     
Australia was met with a firm rebuttal. Their reply showed no knowledge of, nor 
concern for the spiritual welfare for the fledgling town of Geelong. They replied: 
“It would not be possible to afford any augmentation of the expenditure with 
which the Colonial Treasury is already charged for the support of the Ecclesiastical 

Establishments, and that the Governor 
of New South Wales had recently   
reported that there was now no want 
of clergymen of any denomination in 
the Colony." Despite this setback Love 
was ordained by the Presbytery of 
Hamilton in September 1839 and was 
then sent on his way to Geelong. 

After arriving in Melbourne the family 
hitched a ride in the mail cart from 
Melbourne to Geelong. While crossing 
the Werribee Plains the cart broke St Andrews Presbyterian Church in Yarra Street, near 

McKillop Street, Geelong was the first permanent church 
building in Geelong and western Victoria. 

Being the only church building in Geelong for the next 
few years, it was attended by townsfolk from all sorts of 

various denominations. The building is now part of   
Lutheran Church property on the site. 

* Fortunately they were not on the same 
ship 2 years later. On its journey to      
Australia in July 1841 the India caught fire 
off the coast of Brazil and was completely 
destroyed with the loss of 18 souls. 
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down. Temporary repairs, made by using of the passenger’s pocket handkerchiefs 
enabled all to complete their journey without further incident. 

Having arrived at Geelong, Love proceeded to Mack's Hotel in Corio Terrace (now 
Brougham St), after being told that it was the only place in town for travellers to 
stay. Upon approach, he saw men passing in and out whose appearance horrified 
him. Most of them had dirty, black pipes in their mouths, and every spoken     
sentence was accompanied with swearing. He soon found that a large proportion 
of the people had come over from Van Diemen's Land to try their fortunes—men 
who were wild of speech, but who Love eventually found out, despite their       
profanity, were generally respectful of authority and helpful to new settlers. 

In 1840 there were very few houses in Geelong and initially there was no place in 
which to preach. Dr. Alexander Thomson, who was one of the men who had 
written the letter to Scotland requesting the minister, allowed Love to hold      
services in a shed behind his homestead. Shortly afterward, fellow letter-writer 
Mr. David Fisher kindly provided him with the use of a store, variously described 
as a woolshed, or a barn used to house ducks, geese, fowls and horses. During        
Sunday services, a cockatoo perched above the head of the preacher would think      
nothing of suddenly exclaiming in the middle of the sermon, "Get out of that!" 

Later that same year a residence was built for the Love family. This is believed to 
have been the first brick house built in Geelong. And 6 months after his arrival in 
the town, on October 8, 1840 he was formally elected as the Minister of the    
Presbyterian Church in Geelong. 

The first call of duty was to construct a suitable building for the Presbyterian   
congregation to meet in, and this was accomplished only with some difficulty. 
Land was acquired at the top of Yarra Street, near the corner of McKillop Street, 
and the foundation stone was laid on March 22, 1841 by Dr Alexander Thomson.  
However, the builder's eye was affected with an unfortunate squint, and the walls 

A Much Loved Minister 

After Andrew Love’s death his congregation erected a granite 
obelisk at the front of the St Andrews Church in Yarra Street    
in his honour. In 1913, when the property was sold to the     
Lutheran Church, the obelisk was moved to the new church site 
in Sydney Parade (Bellarine Highway), now called the St        
Andrew’s Uniting Church. The inscription on the obelisk reads: 

Erected by his congregation and friends to the memory of      
Andrew Love, the first minister of Saint Andrew`s Church,        
Geelong, the first Presbyterian Church in the Western District of 
Victoria, as a token of their grateful appreciation of his ministry 
for 26 years and their high esteem of him as a citizen, died         
23 April 1867, aged 69 years. 



55 

 

not being plumb, had to come down again. The place was finally opened on July 3, 
1842, but the trustees had run out of money. They quickly borrowed £600 from a 
bank in Hobart Town to pay off creditors and avoid being thrown out of their own 
church! Originally, the building was referred to simply as the Presbyterian Church, 
and it was not until 1858 that it became known as St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church. In 1913 it was sold to the Lutheran Church after a replacement was     
constructed in Sydney Parade.  

With few religious ministers in the Port Phillip District* 
in the early days, Andrew Love found himself in great 
demand. On one occasion early in his ministry, he rode 
150 km (95 miles) to baptise two children. This was a 
formidable journey following rough bush tracks in 
those days. It was often necessary to reserve the speed 
of his horse ready for a quick spurt since, as Love     
himself explained: “At times the aborigines exhibited 
dangerous proclivities.”^ Six months after baptising 
those children he met the father of them in Geelong. 
Asking the wealthy man for a subscription to help build 
a new church, the father responded with "I'll not give 
you a penny." He was after all, a Scotsman. 

Due to his popularity around town, in 1859 Love was 
invited to nominate for the parliamentary seat of East 
Geelong. He declined stating that he could not give up the clerical character 
which he viewed as a privileged and honoured to bear, and which cost him so 
severe a struggle to obtain. He also alluded to an increasing physical infirmity 
which he feared would greatly affect his efficiency in the “long and fatiguing   
discussions of the Assembly." This was the earliest indication that he was suffering 
a prolonged illness that was slowly overtaking him. 

Eight years later, on April 22, 1867, Love finally underwent an operation but 
passed away at 4.00pm the following day at St. Andrew's Manse, in McKillop 
Street. He was 69 years old. He was buried at the Geelong Eastern Cemetery two 
days later. His widow Catherine, died 10 years later on February 27, 1877, and 
was buried alongside her husband. 

The Geelong Advertiser mourned the loss of “a clergyman much respected by his 
congregation and a very large circle of his fellow colonists. . . Although of a quiet 
and unobtrusive disposition [he] did much good by his earnest and persuasive 
mode of preaching.” 

By January 14, 1843 there 
were still no Church of        
England ministers in Geelong 
(one arrived later that year), so 
the Anglican police magistrate, 
Foster Fyans and his            
betrothed, Elizabeth Cane, 
engaged Andrew Love to    
perform their marriage       
ceremony, even though he was 
of the Presbyterian faith. 

Throughout his 27 years of     
service to the Geelong people 
Andrew Love presided over at 
least 4,000 marriages. 

* In those days the Port Phillip District included the area around the bay—Melbourne and 
Geelong, as well as all the western districts of Victoria as far as Portland. 

^ Proclivity: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; an inclination or                 
predisposition towards a particular thing. 
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George Armytage became one of Geelong’s most successful 
farmers and pastoralists, in addition to leaving behind some of 
the most admired buildings constructed in early Victoria. 

George was born in Derbyshire, England in 1795. Being the 
eldest son he took the same name as his father, who originally 
came from Brussels in Belgium. George Jr. was brought up in 
Belgium and Yorkshire, and trained as an engineer in London. 
He emigrated to Sydney in 1815, and then moved to Van     
Diemen's Land (Tasmania) the following year. Van Diemen’s 
Land was filled with convicts and ex-convicts in those days, and 
George got off to a bad start, being robbed of his few goods on 
arrival. But he quickly turned his fortunes around, soon becoming owner of a   
substantial property of over 200 hectares at Bagdad, 37km north of Hobart Town. 
In 1818 aged 23, he married a former convict’s daughter, Elizabeth Peters. 

George Armytage was a proud, intelligent young man. Helped by some capital 
that his marriage brought him, he improved his land and also gained a further 400 
hectares. Using his technical experience, he worked as a wheelwright and built 
one of the colony's first water-driven flour mills, where he received sheaves of 
wheat from farmers and return it as flour the same day. He later held government 
posts as division constable and district pound-keeper, before transforming       
himself into the landlord of the local Saracen's Head Hotel. By 1845 his wealthy 
family had grown by seven sons, and at least three daughters. 

Nine years earlier, in May 1836 George had 
taken sheep to Port Phillip, and had left his 
eldest son, Thomas, and a Tasmanian      
neighbour, Charles Franks, to establish a run 
for them on the Werribee River. After       
aboriginals killed Franks and one of his    
shepherds in July, the sheep were moved to 
Geelong. The following autumn, after Joseph         
Gellibrand and George Hesse disappeared, 
Thomas joined the search party tracking 
them along the Barwon River. Ten kilometres 
south-west of Winchelsea he discovered 
great pastures at Ingleby. On behalf of his 
father, Thomas established a property there. 
Sadly he died from exposure in 1842 and the 

George Armytage 
University of Melbourne Archives 

The Hermitage, built by George Armytage in 
Packington Street, Newtown, was sold for 
£6,000 in 1906 to the Church of England to be 
used as a Girls Grammar School. Today, the 
name has been simplified to the Geelong 
Grammar School, and the building is           
registered with the National Trust. 
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squatting property was taken over by  
another of his brothers. 

By 1845-46, George Armytage had       
expanded his mainland interests to the 
extreme north-west of the Portland Bay 
pastoral district. To manage his prosper-
ous business interests on the mainland he 
finally brought his family over to          
Ingleby in 1847. Four years later, in 1851, 
he moved to Geelong, buying The         
Hermitage property from Geelong's     
former police magistrate, Nicholas       
Fenwick. Here his widowed father joined 
him from Brussels in 1852.  

While still pursuing his pastoral activities, 
George now took an interest in architecture and 
construction, desiring to establish well-founded 
properties for himself and all his children. Along 
with the initial bluestone mansion at Ingleby, 
and the new family home at The Hermitage in 
Geelong, various similar homesteads were     
constructed—Elcho Homestead and Pirra   
Homestead at Lara, Wooloomanata at Corio, 
Wormbete and Turkeith, near Winchelsea, 
Mount Sturgeon Homestead near the         
Grampians, and Fulham and Congbool on the 
Glenelg River in western Victoria. 

 

Perhaps the Armytage’s finest architectural 
achievement is the Victorian National Trust 
headquarters, Como, in Williams Road, 
South Yarra. Boasting one of Melbourne’s 
finest gardens, the mansion contains an  
impressive collection of antique furniture. 
Purchased by son Charles in 1864, the    
property provides a glimpse into the        
privileged lifestyle made possible by George 
Armytage, pioneer to one of Australia’s 
wealthiest families. George died in 1862, 
aged 67. 

The Armytage family were to remain at Como 
in South Yarra for over 95 years, until they 
handed it over to the National Trust in 1959 
to preserve a beautiful representation of 
colonial Victoria at its most prosperous. 

Wooloomanata, is a magnificent homestead 
built by George Armytage for his sixth son,   
Frederick. Located in Bacchus Marsh Road, 
Corio, it served as a temporary air field for 
spitfires during World War II as well as an army 
training base. The home is currently owned by 
the Pettit family. 

Elcho Homestead was funded by George 
Armytage and built in 1867 for his daughter 
Elizabeth, and her husband, John Galletly, 
who was a bank manager in Geelong. The 
property is situated on 4,000 acres on     
Bacchus Marsh Road in Lara. 
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Charles Kernot was born on March 23, 1820 in Essex,      
England, the eldest son of chemist William Kernot and his 
wife Susannah. The family most likely descended from the 
Huguenots, members of the Protestant Reformed Church of 
France that fled to England in the 18th century to escape 
persecution from the Catholic Church. 

Despite the family’s strong religious background, it was religious disputes (he had 
abandoned the established church for Congregationalism) combined with         
financial problems that induced him to immigrate to Australia with two children, 
his wife and her sister. He sailed in the Duke of Wellington and arrived at          
Melbourne in February 1851.  

The family soon moved to Gheringhap Street in Geelong, while Kernot tried his 
luck in vain at the Ballarat and Mount Alexander diggings, before returning to 
Geelong. Prior to coming to Australia, Kernot had received training at his father’s 
chemist shop. Thus, he soon decided to set up his own chemist shop in 
Moorabool Street, in a store just above another chemist shop run by Mr Pardey. 
Kernot had also brought a printer's outfit with him from England. So, in addition 
to selling medications, potions and creams, he was soon advertising his mixed 
business as a chemist, printer and stationer. He was also one of the first in the     
area to promote the new technology of photography, as seen in the advertise-
ment (in a July 7, 1851 newspaper) below. 

Within three short years Kernot had become quite 
wealthy, and was able to relocate his store to larger 
premises at the top of Moorabool Street. The business 
continued to flourish and, as a result, in 1859 he moved 
his growing family to a new home—Milton House, in the 
suburb of Newtown. Around the same time he invited 
his brother William into partnership with him at the 
shop. Six years later, in 1865 he retired from the     
chemist business, leaving it for his brother to run. 

From the moment Kernot had arrived in Geelong he had 
taken an active interest in community affairs. He was 
one of the original directors of the Geelong &              
Melbourne Railway Company, that saw to the               
construction of Victoria’s first railway between the two 
townships, before being taken over by the colonial state 
government in 1860. Despite holding on to strong       
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 religious beliefs, it was during this time that 
Kernot first showed his displeasure at the      
power churches held over their parishioners. 
When the churches voiced their disapproval of 
trains running on Sunday (claiming it broke the 
Christian Sabbath), Kernot spoke out against 
them, influencing the government to grant   
permission for the trains to run on that first day 
of the week. 

In July 1857 Kernot was the convener of the first 
meeting of the Geelong Gas Company, later 
responsible for bringing gas to homes through-
out the town. He remained a director of the Victorian Woollen and Cloth          
Manufacturing Company until his death. He was on the Hospital Committee of 
Management, the Mechanics Institute Committee, and worked hard for the      
Flinders State School (now the Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College). 

Kernot entered local politics in 1859 as a councillor and two years later was raised 
to the position of alderman for Thomson Ward on the Geelong Council. [See box 
below] He became mayor of Geelong in 1864 but retired from the council in 1866. 
As the member for Geelong East, Kernot entered the Legislative Assembly (State 
Government) in March 1868, a position he still had at the time of his death after a 
long illness on March 26, 1882, survived by his wife Mary, and by five sons and 
two daughters. 

Described as a man of few words but with a strong mind with radical ideas Kernot 
was highly respected, but not liked by all, especially the churches. However, he 
remained passionate about Geelong’s progress as a town, and goes down in     
history as one of the most influential of all Geelong’s citizens. 

What is an Alderman? 

The title is derived from the Old English, literally meaning "elder man", and was used by the 
chief nobles presiding over shires in England. In time the term came to denote a              
high-ranking member of a borough or local council. An alderman may be chosen by the 
elected councillors themselves, or the public may elect them by popular vote. 

Many local government bodies in Australia originally used the term. In early Geelong it   
appears that there were two "levels" of election. A councillor was elected as a general      
representative of the Geelong community. However, an alderman was elected to             
represent one of the four specific Wards established within the Geelong district. 

The position of alderman in Geelong was abolished in 1938. Today the community elects a 
mayor along with Ward councillors. 

14 Aphrasia Street, Newtown, was 
built as the home of Charles Kernot in 

1857-58. It is now on the Victorian 
Heritage Register. 
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Have you ever travelled from Geelong to 
Melbourne by train? While we may take the 
hour-long trip for granted, the journey 
would not be possible today if it were not for the talents of engineer, Edward Snell. 

Edward Snell was born on the November 27, 1820, in Devon, England, the eldest 
of four children born to silversmith, Edward Snell Sr. and his wife Elizabeth. When 
Edward Sr. died in 1827 from typhus, the family was forced to sell his business for 
£1,500, but the money was put into trust, resulting in young Edward growing up 
with his mother and 3 sisters with some financial difficulty. Being the oldest of the 
children, and the only boy, Snell remained very close to his mother for the rest of 
his life. 

Fortunately for Snell, he had relatives who owned successful engineering and 
foundry businesses in the south of England. At 14 years of age he was apprenticed 
as an engineer and millwright at his cousin’s engineering firm, Stothert & Pitt. Life 
for a young boy working in the great iron factories of nineteenth century England 
was harsh. Snell later described the first 6 months of his apprenticeship as “the 
most miserable I ever spent.” However, 7 years later, on March 16, 1842 he    
completed his indentures and began 
working on engineering projects 
around Bath, in south-west England, 
earning 20 shillings per week.   

The following February saw Snell    
employed by the Great Western     
Railway Co. at Swindon, where he 
started as head draughtsman. Over 
the next 6 years he worked his way up 
to deputy works manager, all the 
while gaining valuable experience in 
railway design and fabrication. 

For the first 28 years of his life, Snell 
dreamed of ‘going to sea,’ a notion his 
poor mother tried very hard to       
discourage. However, during 1849, the 
railway industry suffered a downturn 
in business, and Snell’s wages were 

Compared with today’s standards, being      
apprenticed in 19th century England to a Master 
appears very draconian. 

Snell’s signed indenture papers required him to 
serve his master faithfully, obey his every       
command, and not waste his goods or lend them 
to anyone unlawfully. He was not to 'commit     
fornication nor contract Matrimony' (not have 
sex with anyone, nor marry). 

He was also forbidden to 'play at card or dice 
tables or any other unlawful games,' to 'buy nor 
sell,' to 'haunt taverns or playhouses,' or to      
absent himself day or night without his master's 
permission. 

It is perhaps little wonder that, on completion 
of his apprenticeship on March 16, 1842, Snell 
wrote in his diary: “Hurrah! Emancipated at last!” 

A drawing of Edward Snell, rowing a boat at   
Bristol in his early years.      (Drawing by Snell himself) 
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reduced by his employer. Annoyed and frustrated with his inability to make a     
descent living from all his hard work, Snell finally decided the time was right to   
travel overseas. Initially he decided to go to America, but changed his mind at the 
last minute and sailed away with his good friend, Edward Prowse, arriving in     
Adelaide on November 29, 1849. 

For the next 2 years Snell combined his time doing some painting and surveying 
work, first on the Yorke Peninsula, and then around Lake Alexandrina at the 
mouth of the Murray River. Then, when gold was discovered in Victoria in 1851 
the streets of Adelaide became disserted of men within a few months, all of them 
heading to the goldfields—and among them was Edward Snell. 

On March 4, 1852 Snell arrived at the Bendigo diggings. Within about four 
months, Snell’s share of his team's gold find was 102 ounces (2.9kg). He           
exchanged it in Melbourne for £341, the equivalent of a teacher's annual salary at 
the time.* But while riches could be made quickly on the gold fields, Snell was 
repulsed by the lawless atmosphere that surrounded the diggings. Robberies, 
disputes, fights, and drunkenness were common, and so Snell was delighted when 
approached by investors in the Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company to do 
the initial survey for their railway. After settling in Geelong, Snell soon found that, 
due to a shortage of railway engineers in the colony, he could charge whatever 
fees he liked for his services, although he would work furiously to earn them. 

In September 1852 Snell noted in his diary: “Started off for a walk to Melbourne, 
to examine the country and report on its fitness for a railway. Walked over a flat 
country the whole day crossing Cowie’s Creek and the Duck Ponds River (Hovell’s 
Creek at Lara) and reaching Station Peak about sunset. Put up at a Public House 
on the Little River, the “Travellers’ Rest” rather tired and hungry had a jolly good 
supper and a good bed.” The following day he continued on to Melbourne. For 
this initial survey he was paid £50. 

By the time construction work got underway in September the following year 
(1853), Snell had not only surveyed the route, but designed all the bridges and 

On the goldfields at Bullock Creek, near Bendigo.  (Drawings by Edward Snell) 

* At today’s price of AUS$1,200/oz. the gold would be worth $122,000 
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crossings, as well as a number of the 
railway stations. (Currently, only the 
Werribee Station still stands as      
designed by Snell, although modified 
slightly after a fire in 1927.) From his 
offices in Geelong, Snell worked along 
with architect Frederick Kawerau, and 
old friend Edward Prowse to         
complete the entire project over the 
next 4 years. 

While the planning of the railway was 
underway, Edward Snell still found 
time for romance. On June 23, 1853 
he married Charlotte Bayley in Geelong. The pair eventually had 9 children. The 
first (Emily) died as an infant, but the other eight survived to adulthood. 

It was Snell's work as chief railway engineer, between 1852—1857, which          
established his fortune, earning him more than £17,000 for his services. However, 
Snell’s work was not without controversy, receiving criticism for inadequacies in 
his engineering designs. He had specified only light timber for the construction of 
bridges, and many had to be rebuilt only a few years after their initial                 
construction. In addition, his decision to build a single track between Geelong and 
Melbourne led to slow and infrequent trains. As a result, many travellers between 
Melbourne and Geelong preferred to use the steamers across Port Phillip Bay, 
leading to lower profits and the eventual collapse of the Geelong and Melbourne 
Railway Company. Snell defended his work, stating that strict deadlines and cost 
cut backs were necessary to complete the work within budget and on time. He 
knew upgrades would be necessary over time, as further funds became available. 
An official inquiry cleared Snell and the railway company of any negligence.   

An avid reader and self-educator, Snell joined the Geelong Mechanics Institute. 
He also became a member of the Philosophical Institute of Victoria in 1857, and 
the Geelong Society of Architects, Engineers and Surveyors. His lengthy diary, 
entitled: The life and adventures of Edward Snell from 1849 to 1859, is considered 
one of the most important works on early life in Victoria. 

Snell returned to England with his family in 1858, much to his mother’s delight. 
Investing his hard-earned money gave him an annual income of £300, allowing 
him to retire from secular work. In retirement he tinkered with a number of    
inventions, and took a keen interest in religion, converting to Spiritualism. Snell 
died on March 15, 1880 at his residence in Cornwall.  

Since July 2015, trains have detoured around Werribee to avoid congestion, but 
the route between Geelong and Werribee South is still the same route Edward 
Snell laid out 163 years ago. 

Snell’s first drawing of  the proposed Geelong railway 
Station and workshops. (1853) Only Mercer Street is 
fully inked in. While the workshops were built to his 

specifications, the main Railway Station was redesigned 
by others to cut costs, much to Snell’s disappointment. 
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The Queen Victoria Statue 

When Queen Victoria died in January 1901, the citizens of 
Geelong were deeply saddened. At a special meeting held 
early the following month, a suggestion was made to 
those in attendance that a statue of their beloved Queen 
be erected in Geelong to perpetuate her memory. The 
crowd gave their approval and £667 was collected from 
the room that very evening. A design competition to find 
the best style of statue was then announced. 

It was hoped that the Duke of Cornwall (later King George 
V in 1910) and his wife, who were visiting Australia later 
that year would lay the foundation stone of the pedestal 
on which her statue would be placed. The Duke and    
Duchess did visit Geelong on May 13 that year, but their 
tight schedule only allowed them to stop for 10 minutes at 
the railway station to greet the 15,000 strong crowd    
before heading off to Ballarat. 

Undeterred, the Queen’s Statue and Improvement Committee continue with 
plans to erect the statue, getting the Geelong Town Council to approve the site of 
a park, fronting Moorabool Street in Market Square.* Then, in June 1901          
they announced the winner of the design competition— Mr. Clement Nash. Nash 
had tendered to erect the statue for £770. 

Melbourne sculptor, John Swan Davie modelled the 
statue in clay, before a plaster cast was made and 
shipped to London to be cast in bronze. The final 
product weighed two tons, and the imposing figure 
was finally shipped back to Geelong in early 1904. 

Finally, with much fanfare, dignitaries gathered in 
Moorabool Street, at the front of Market Square in 
May 24, 1904 to witness the State Governor of   
Victoria, His Excellency Sir Reginald Talbot unveil 
Queen Victoria’s statue. An enlarge photograph of 

the statue and the unveiling ceremony was forwarded to His Majesty, King       
Edward VII, who sent a letter of gratitude to the town of Geelong which it         
received the following March. 

Due to the construction of the Solomon’s store in 1912, the statue of Queen    
Victoria was relocated, and now stands in the Eastern Gardens as a sentinel      
looking down on the city from the top of Malop Street. 

* The statue was originally sited on the spot where the information booth is located, just 
inside the Moorabool Street entrance to the modern-day Market Square shopping centre. 
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Mr. Morris Jacobs was born in 1825, to Jewish draper 
Michael Jacobs and his wife Rachel. For 100 years, the 
shop he established in Malop Street, Geelong, was a 
local icon. 

Morris grew up in London where he gained               
experience in the family trade. At 27 years of age he 
decided to migrate to Australia, arriving with his 
brother Solomon on the ship Eliza in 1852. While the 
gold rush was in full swing, and no doubt influenced 
Morris’ decision to come to Australia, it was not his 
desire to start swinging a pick and shovel on the gold 
fields. Rather, he quickly saw an opening to supply much needed goods to the 
thousands of miners flocking to Victorian shores. Within the two years from 1851 
to 1853, Geelong’s population had swelled from 8,000 to about 22,000, greatly 
increasing demand for clothing and household chattels. 

Upon arriving in Geelong, Morris first entered into business with a Mr. Ackman, 
who owned a clothing store in Corio Street.* The shop thrived, but it was not only 
his business activities that blossomed. On November 20, 1853 Morris married 
Emma Burnett at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Geelong. 

After a few years Morris sailed back to England to secure the necessary            
merchandise to start up his own clothing business. Upon his return he established 
his own shop, initially on Yarra Street. However, due to the successes of the     
business he soon moved to a more prominent location on Malop Street,            
becoming the second-largest supplier of clothing, drapery and home goods in 
Geelong (behind Bright & Hitchcocks in Moorabool St). 

Meanwhile, the Jacobs family was growing. In 1861 Emma gave birth to a son 
they named Solomon. The couple also had 8 daughters born to them.^ Morris 
built a two-storey brick house, originally called Pleasant View House and now 
called Duncan’s Place at 3 Pevensey Street, Geelong. The couple lived at Eastern 
Beach the rest of their lives.# 

Morris Jacobs– pictured in 1852 

* This section of Corio Street ran parallel to, and between Malop Street and what is now 
called Brougham Street. Today, it is incorporated into the Westfield Shopping Centre,   
approximately where Target is located. 

^ Sadly, many families living in Geelong at the time lost children to common disease. Only 3 
of the Jacob’s 8 daughters survived to adulthood. 

# The bollard of Morris Jacobs in the Waterfront Carousal building is the grandson of Morris 
and Emma Jacobs, who served as mayor of Geelong during the 1950s. 
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Morris continued to prove his skill as a    
capable shopkeeper. His one shop eventually 
needed to expand and by 1897, he enlarged 
his holdings to include the properties next 
door. Jacobs Draper Shop then occupied 
three adjoining shopfronts devoted           
respectively to drapery, clothing and oilskins, 
and boots and shoes. The stores slogan 
“Champion of Cheapness” became famous 
throughout Geelong. 

In November 1927 Morris and Emma celebrated their 74th wedding anniversary. 
At the time they were recognized as Australia’s oldest living couple. Morris 
attributed their longevity to his personal motto “Laughter means Long Life.” He  
died the following month (December 19, 1927), at age 102. Upon his death his 
personal assets were valued at £37,130. Two years later, after also reaching 100 
years of age, Emma died on July 4, 1930. The couple were survived by 22       
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 

During his life Morris remained a devout Jew, serving as president of the Hebrew 
congregation in their synagogue located on the corner of McKillop St and Yarra St 
from the mid-1880s until his death in 1927. While faithful to his religion, he was a 
caring Geelong resident who supported a number of institutions run by other 
churches, including the Catholic and Protestant orphanages.  

The Morris Jacobs Drapery store continued to operate under the direction of 
Morris’ son, Solomon. When the store was purchased by Myer Emporium Limited 
in 1950, it was valued at £1 million. The store was then rebuilt and Myer opened 
in 1953. Today the giant Westfield Shopping Centre dominates the site. 

The above photographs of Malop Street, Geelong, highlight the change in shopping styles—from 
the mid-1800s strip-style shops, to the modern shopping complex of today. Jacob Morris’ shop 
(arrowed) was opposite the open field which was then Market Square, and just down from the       
2-storey Bank of New South Wales. The shop was eventually purchased by Myer, which is now        

a prominent part of the Westfield Shopping Centre. 

Australia’s oldest married couple in 1927- 
Morris Jacobs is 102 years of age while his 

wife Emma is 98.  

E. de Balk photo (1867) 
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George and Walter Hitchcock were sons of William and Mary Hitch-
cock, from Devon, England. George was born on October 7, 1831 
and Walter on August 11, 1832. After attending Denmark Hill 
School they were apprenticed to their uncle George, a London 
draper.* In 1849 the Hitchcock family migrated in the ship Amity 
Hall to Geelong where, in June 1850, they established Hitchcock 
Bros & Co., general dealers, wool-brokers and merchants. 

William went to the Ballarat goldfields in September 1851 but was 
more successful at Forest Creek near Castlemaine. A devout       
Congregationalist, he organized regular religious services, first in a 
marquee and later in the Castlemaine Hall which he built in           
addition to his own home. He was an auctioneer, merchant,          
proprietor of livery stables and founder of the first local              
newspaper. Although prominent in charitable activities, he lost 
heavily in mining speculations and was declared insolvent in October 1859. He 

died in  Melbourne on April 29, 1867 aged 55. 

After spending a year with his father on the goldfields Walter  
returned to Geelong and, in September 1853, he and his brother 
George joined William Bright & Co., drapers and clothiers,      
forming Bright and Hitchcocks. In 1857 Walter married Mary     
Burrow, the daughter of William Burrow who was then mayor of 
Geelong. Sadly, Mary died in 1858, leaving behind one daughter. 
On December  13, 1860 Walter married Amelia Woollard and had 
three more children. Amelia eventually converted to Roman     
Catholicism and died estranged from Walter in August 1908.  

As buyer for Bright and Hitchcocks     
Walter moved to England in 1863. In 
London he acted as agent for civic and 
church groups in Geelong and was   
prominent in obtaining its celebrated 
post office clock. In 1865-66 his efforts 
helped to secure   machinery and finance 
for a woollen mill at Geelong. In 1881 he 
resigned from Bright and Hitchcocks. 
Perhaps Walter’s greatest passion was 
the volunteer fire-brigade movement. 

George Hitchcock in 
1909 on his golden 

wedding anniversary. 

“Behind every good man is a good woman” 
Annie Hitchcock: 1842-1917 

Wife of Geelong businessmen George 
Hitchcock, Annie was a prominent,         
successful, and influential philanthropist 
and  community worker in her own right. 
She was Victoria's foremost Methodist 
fundraiser, and led the Geelong and    
Western District Ladies' Benevolent      
Association for forty one years, a period 
when it  became the leading organisation 
of its kind in regional Victoria. 

*Draper: An old fashion term for a seller of 
cloth and clothes. 
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 When in Geelong he rarely missed a fire or lost an opportunity to promote the            
movement, and in 1883 on one of his visits to Australia was honoured with life 
membership as an honorary captain. Walter died in England on July 12, 1923. 

Under the management of George and later his son Howard, Bright & Hitchcocks 
became the largest department store in Victoria outside Melbourne. George    
became a Geelong town councillor in 1875 and a Justice of the Peace in 1891. He 
was also active in the Chamber of  Commerce and in 1890-1912 served as council 
chairman of the Gordon Institute of Technology. In 1859 he married Annie, and 
they had two sons and a daughter. George died in Geelong on May 8, 1912 and 
the G. M. Hitchcock Art Gallery was named in his honour. 

Howard was born on March 31, 1866 in Geelong. He began work at 18 as an       
assistant at Bright & Hitchcocks. Five years later he became a junior partner and 

on his father's death in 1912 he took over as 
managing director. In 1926 he sold the   
business to five of his employees. 

On April 16, 1890 Howard married Charlotte 
Royce. They had no children.  

Howard was prominent in the Yarra Street Wesleyan Church, serving for over 
twenty-five years as organist and over ten years as secretary and superintendent. 
In 1915 he was prevailed upon to stand for city council. Elected as representative 
for Bellarine Ward, within two years he was chosen as mayor and served a record 
consecutive five years in that office in 1917-22. 

During his mayoralty his slogan was 'civic improvement and beautification' which 
he put into practice in development schemes for Johnstone's Park and the       
Eastern Beach precinct. He firmly believed that those who had made their fortune 
in the town should be prepared to plough it back into its development. He never 
ceased to push the merits of Geelong, extending to visitors lavish (though         
teetotal) hospitality out of his own pocket. 

Hitchcock's interests also turned to outside Geelong, when he         
espoused William Calder's proposal for the establishment of 
the Great Ocean Road as a memorial to the soldiers of the 
Western District. He became president of the Great Ocean 
Road Trust in 1918, and gave nearly £3,000 to its fund-raising 
appeal. It was his  enthusiasm and energy as much as anything 
that kept the project afloat. He died before he was able to 
open the completed road in 1932 but, in tribute, his car was 
driven behind the governor's in the procession along the road 
on opening day. He died of heart disease on August 22, 1932, 
aged 66. 

Howard Hitchcock and his wife, Charlotte 
owned a house near the present Barwon 
Heads Hotel. Their contribution to the town 
is acknowledged by the naming of the main 
street–        Hitchcock Avenue. 

Howard Hitchcock  
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William Humble was born on April 9, 1835 in Yorkshire, England, 
the son of farmer Thomas Humble and his wife Jane. He was 
apprenticed in his native town and then worked for Hornsby & 
Sons, agricultural implement makers at Grantham and also for 
Bates & Vaughan, in Middlesbrough. After deciding to emigrate 
to Australia, he arrived at Melbourne in 1858 and joined Thomas 
Fulton's foundry as a journeyman.# 

In 1860 he moved to Geelong where he was employed at the Corio Foundry, 
chiefly in casting postal pillar boxes. In 1861 with John Simmons and Ward       
Nicholson he bought the Western Foundry in Geelong. Agriculture and general 
farming were booming in the districts west of Geelong so business was good.   
Sadly, Simmons died in 1863, leaving Humble and Nicholson to run the business. 
Their partnership lasted until Nicholson retired in 1900. 

William married Emma Strong on July 22, 1865, and they had four sons and one 
daughter. 

By 1866 Humble & Nicholson were able to buy the Vulcan Foundry* located in 
Little Malop Street. (On the site today is the Officeworks carpark and the Chemist 
Warehouse.) Their success continued through the 1870’s and 1880’s as Victorian 
manufacturers benefited from large government construction projects. In fact, by 
1888 Humble & Nicholson had won £60,000 in government contracts, becoming 
their main source of profits. Projects included building the £5,000 bridge at     
Cressy, a hydraulic crane for Echuca, as well as boilers, tanks and pumps for      

# A journeyman was a tradesman who had completed an apprenticeship, but was not yet 
considered a master worker. 

* In the 1800’s metal-working factories worldwide were often named Vulcan Foundries, 
after Vulcan, the Roman god of fire. 

Newspaper clipping for patented machinery made by Humble & Nicholson. Ads like this one 
appeared in newspapers Australia-wide. 
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 several public authorities. 

Humble & Nicholson also had an extensive private market linked to the               
agricultural economy around Geelong, which soon spread Australia-wide. The 
firm made the Ferrier wool-press (by 1903 1,300 units had been sold). In 1872 
they began building reaping and binding machines, and were one of the first    
Australian companies to manufacture refrigerating machines on the absorption 
principle. Upon the retirement of Ward Nicholson in 1900 Humble entered into 
partnership with three of his four sons, changing the business name to Humble & 
Sons. 

Humble was also active in community 
affairs. A councillor from 1869, he    
ended his municipal career as mayor of 
Geelong in 1888-89. He was the first 
treasurer of the Gordon Technological 
Institute and one of its original three 
trustees. He was also a trustee of the Geelong Free Library and a member of the 
board of the Geelong Hospital. As a zealous Methodist he staunchly supported 
temperance# and was a director of the Geelong Coffee Palace Co. Ltd in 1888-89. 
Another novel enterprise was helping to form the short-lived Chilwell Gold Mining 
Co. becoming a director in 1878-79. (No, they did not find gold under Kardinia 
Park, despite rumours to the contrary.) 

In politics William was a protectionist* but his evidence to the royal commission 
on tariffs in 1883 suggests that this allegiance was more a matter of profit than 
principle. His great sustaining interest was his business and he was always a keen 
inventor. In 1869 he  began to manufacture velocipedes (early bicycles) and later 
built the first car made in Australia. The chassis and body were made in the  
foundry and a De Dion engine was added to the car. 

Humble died at Geelong on    
February 27, 1917. The business 
Humble & Son later went into 
bankruptcy in 1928. Today, there 
is no sign of the once thriving 
business as the foundry was   
demolished to make way for   
Geelong’s growing retail sector. 

The first petrol-driven car manufactured in 
Australia has been credited to William 
Humble. Built in Geelong before 1900, the 
car was owned by Geelong merchant    
Solomon Jacobs who became mayor of 
Geelong on November 9, 1901. 

An example of one of William’s inventions, a bus made by 
Humble & Sons. 

# Temperance—the moderation or 
complete abstinence of  alcohol. 

* Protectionist—a supporter of local 
businesses, who worked to limit or 
stop foreign imports. 
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Religion played an important role in the early days 
of Geelong. Church services were quickly organized, first in 
farm sheds and then private homes. Within a few years, 
churches started to spring up all over town—Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Wesleyan, Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran, Scots, 
etc. In addition to these ‘mainstream’ groups, smaller    
denominations added their character to the town. 

These were days when the clergy had much influence over their flocks, and devoted 
worshippers boldly expressed their faith, not only in church, but publically on the 
streets of Geelong. One of the more controversial of these religious groups, were the 
followers of John Wroe. 

Wroe was born in Yorkshire, England in 1782. After a difficult upbringing, which        
included constant disputes with his father, and one financial crisis after another, Wroe’s 
life was at a crossroads. In 1819, aged 37, he fell seriously ill, and while on his sickbed 
started having a series of visions which he attributed to coming from God. Recovering 
in health he started preaching. By 1822 he had established quite a following and     
eventually formed the Christian Israelite Church.  

Backed by a variety of wealthy merchants, Wroe built a temple and a large house for 
himself, while developing strict codes of conduct for those who ‘believed.’ Along with 
strict rules regarding diet and clothing, shaving was also forbidden, following Wroe’s 
catchcry: “As the beard lengthens, the faith strengthens.” Their long beards led to the 
nickname “Beardies” by which they were commonly called in Geelong. With a         
questionable background of sexual impropriety and a focus on money (not unlike many 
churches today), Wroe sailed into Melbourne on September 5, 1850 with the goal of 
converting locals and establishing groups in Melbourne* and Geelong. 

His first visit to Geelong was on September 12, 1850, when he held a meeting in an old 
disused store in town. Being a religiously inclined community back then, the building 
was packed with curious locals, and many had to be turned away. Speaking in tongues 
and miraculous ‘faith’ healings were promised as signs of the ‘spirit’ backing his church. 
His charismatic personality and speaking ability appealed to many, despite a strong 
emphasis on collections being taken and tithing (paying 10% of your wage) by all    
members. A series of packed meetings were held, which culminated in an event which 
made John Wroe appear a laughing stock to many Geelong citizens— 

Wroe and his supporters advertised extensively that he would be able to walk across 
the Barwon River on top of the water, just as Jesus had reportedly done 1,800 years 
earlier. On a Sunday at the appointed time of 3pm, the riverbank near the Colac bridge 

*This Melbourne group still exists today, in Fitzroy St, Fitzroy. 
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(Moorabool St bridge today) was crammed with thousands of onlookers. As Wroe   
appeared on the northern, or town bank, loud cheers erupted from the crowd, along 
with shouts of “Bravo, John Wroe!” 

As the crowd watched on, Wroe took off his Wellington boots and performed a      
number of movements, as if warming up to the task. As there appeared to be a delay of 
several minutes the crowd became restless. To cries of “Walk across John” one of 
Wroe’s supporters replied, “He has not yet got the spirit to work.” After several more 
minutes of dancing around, trying to ‘get the spirit to work,’ Wroe place one foot in the 
water, splashed it around, withdrew it, and then did the same with his other foot. 
Roars of laughter followed from the crowd. 

Wroe then addressed the crowd: “Brethren, I cannot walk across the river today      
because I have temporarily lost the faith, but next Sabbath (Sunday) I will pass over the 
water to the opposite side.” The crowd erupted in ridicule and abuse, hurling sods of 
dirt and other missiles at the retreating Wroe and his party. Eventually the police 
stepped in to protect the Beardies, saving them from harm. Needless to say, Wroe did 
not appear on the next, or any other Sabbath to keep his promise. 

Despite this evident ‘failure’ Wroe’s followers remained undeterred. Based at their 
Spring Street, Geelong West church, they regularly stood on street corners, especially 
next to Market Square in the town centre, and boldly preached their message, with 
mixed  results. (see box below) The same scene is stilled observed on occasion today, 
as a variety of different charismatic religious groups still try to get their message across. 

The Beardies in Geelong 
The Argus Monday, June 1, 1863 

“Between three and four o’clock yesterday afternoon, something over a thousand        
persons, of all ages, among whom were a great many females and a large number             
of children, assembled at the Yarra-street Wharf, expecting, apparently, what was            
designated a “jolly lark.” A Mr. Castair first addressed the crowd for a short time, in      
opposition to the revolting practices of the Beardies; then came a Beardie to maintain and 
defend his creed; and now commenced the most disgraceful Sunday row that has ever 
been witnessed here. 
The mob continued surging backwards and forwards from one preacher to the other; the 
most blasphemous jokes were bandied about; personal violence was at last offered to the 
Beardies, their hats being knocked on their heads in one or two instances, and some of 
them being pushed off the platform. In retaliation, one of them challenged any two in the 
crowd to fight him. The Beardie preacher commenced cursing his tormentors in the most 
filthy and disgusting language conceivable. The crowd replied by yelling, hissing, and 
hooting; and there can be no doubt that, had not this man and his co-religionists made 
off, broken heads would have speedily replaced the broken hats.” 
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The Bellarine Highway between Garden Street and Boundary 
Road is also named Ormond Road. The largest residential 
college at Melbourne University is called Ormond College. 
Various educational awards and honours bear his name. 
Even a Melbourne suburb is named after him. So, who was 
Francis Ormond. 

Francis Ormond was born on November 23, 1829 in       
Aberdeen, Scotland, the only son of three children born to 

sea captain Francis Ormond Sr. and his wife Isabella. His father made several    
voyages to Australia with free immigrants and liked what he saw there. Upon   
returning to England in 1841 he collected his family and sailed for Port Phillip Bay 
once more, this time for good. 

In the winter of 1843, Ormond Sr. took a 7-year lease of 8ha (20 acres) at Shelford 
on the Leigh River (42km west of Geelong), agreeing to improve the land and 
build a substantial inn. Known as the Settler's Arms, it was the first inn on the 
route between Geelong and Hamilton, and prospered accordingly. Young Francis 
worked as a stable-boy and bookkeeper for his father, gaining valuable experience 
with livestock and business management. 

In 1851 the inn was sold and the family   
acquired a 12,150ha (30,000 acre) station 
near Skipton. Twenty-one year old Francis 
managed it until he took over the property 
in 1854. Renewed pastures after the 1851 
bushfires, expanding goldfields markets, his 
skill in breeding stock and managing        
stations, (and a good share of luck),         
provided the basis for the wealth that he 
later poured into philanthropic ventures. 

Over the next 30 years Ormond bought up  
other properties across Victoria and New 
South Wales. He had no other investments 
apart from land and livestock. 

On November 26, 1851 at Geelong, Ormond 
married Mary Greeves. By 1853 he was serving as a territorial magistrate and 23 
years later, in 1876, had joined the migration of successful squatters to Toorak 
mansions. Although residing in Melbourne, Ormond always viewed himself as a 
‘Geelongite,’ claiming that he had walked through the town before a single street 

Settler’s Arms Inn at Shelford 

Built in 1843 by the father of Francis Ormond. The 
veranda was the same length as the quarter deck 
on his ship. It was demolished in December 1977 
to make way for a new concrete road bridge 
across the Leigh River. 
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had been made in it. 

Francis Ormond was always a deeply religious 
person. At Toorak he helped to found the       
Presbyterian Church and became a congregation 
elder. After his wife died at their home on July 6, 
1881, in her memory Ormond made a sizable 
donation to St Paul's Cathedral in Melbourne, 
enabling the completion of the central and    
western towers. Four years later he married Mary 
Irvine. Neither marriage produced children, but 
the Ormonds adopted a boy and two girls. 

As early as 1872 Ormond started using his       
substantial fortune to promote education, linked 
to his strong religious convictions and high moral 
standards. That year he established a Presbyteri-
an theological scholarship. In 1877 he donated 
£300 to the appeal for a proposed Presbyterian 
college in the University of Melbourne for        
theological training and residence, the first deed 
in a life-long commitment to the University. [See 
box over]. Taking a special interest in the          
education of working men, in 1887 he founded 
the Working Men's College, a technical institute 
in Melbourne, while here in Geelong he was a 
generous contributor to the foundation of the Gordon Institute of Technology, 
(now simply named ‘The Gordon’ in Fenwick Street, Geelong.) 

Music was another special interest. In 1882 he subscribed to the foundation of 
the Royal College of Music in London, while back in Melbourne he gave £20,000 
to found the Ormond chair of music at Melbourne University. 

On his 5th visit to Europe, Ormond suffered a rapid physical breakdown ascribed 
to overwork, and he died at Pau, South France, on May 5, 1889. His body was sent 
back to Melbourne and after a service at Scots Church and a large procession 
down Spencer Street was taken by train to Geelong where he was buried on     
September 7, 1889 in the Geelong Eastern Cemetery. 

Ormond left an estate of nearly £2 million. His will provided £5000 each to the 
Melbourne Hospital, the Benevolent Asylum, the Orphan Asylum, Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum, Blind Asylum (at Ormond Hall), Alfred Hospital, and Children's Hospital. In 
Geelong £5000 was also left to the Geelong Hospital and the Geelong Orphans' 
Asylum, and £1000 to St George's Presbyterian Church on Latrobe Terrace. 

An honourable man with high principles, wouldn’t you agree? 

Ormond College is the largest of the   
residential colleges at the University of 
Melbourne. It is home to over 430       
students. Of the £38,000 raised to build 
the Presbyterian residence, Francis    
Ormond contributed £22,571. It opened 
on March 18, 1881. 
Supporting the College for the rest of his 
life, and afterward by means of donations 
from his estate, Francis Ormond has   
generously given a total of over £112,000 
to the Presbyterian facility. 
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In recent years the world may have become dazzled by the feats 
of Frenchman Philippe Petit; while one hundred and fifty years 
ago the Americans may have adopted the French genius, Charles 
Blondin; but here in Geelong, locals can lay claim to their own 
amazing tightrope walker—James Alexander. 

Alexander was born in Geelong in 1860. Twelve years earlier, his 
parents, Alexander Alexander, and his wife Jane had sailed from 
Scotland, immigrating to Australia along with their 2 year-old daughter. While on 
the voyage, Jane gave birth to their second child, a son. The young family soon 
settled near Bream Creek (Breamlea), and the birth of new babies became a     
regular occurrence in the family. 

By the time James was born, he had seven or eight older siblings. Sadly, most of 
them died young, a common experience for families in the district, as pestilence 
ravaged the young and the infirm. One of his sisters Ellen, was two years older 
than James. The two became inseparable during childhood, suggesting that there 
was quite an age gap to the next surviving sibling. Only two others —Jane (the 
oldest, named after her mother) and Ann—are mentioned reaching adulthood. 

Little is said of James early life in Geelong, but an event that occurred in 1874, 
when he was a very impressionable 14 years of age, was to change his life. The 
world-famous tightrope walker Charles Blondin came to Australia. 

Blondin was not only greatly gifted with balance and flexibility, he was also the 
consummate showman. He had earned his celebrity and fortune from his idea of 
crossing the Niagara Gorge (in the USA) on a tightrope, 340m long and 49m above 
the water. This he did on a number of times, always with different theatrical    
variations: blindfolded, in a sack, trundling a wheelbarrow, on stilts, carrying a 
man on his back, sitting down midway while he cooked and ate an omelette and 
standing on a chair with only one chair leg on the rope. 

After surviving a shipwreck near Townsville that saw him lose all his equipment, 
Blondin arrived in Brisbane where he performed, before moving on to Sydney in 
July 1874. He was an instant hit! At least 5 Australians became so inspired by his 
balancing act, they took to the profession, and became known as the ‘Australian 
Blondins.’ One of these was Geelong’s own James Alexander. 

At the age of seventeen, James took up the job of professional tightrope walker, a 
career which lasted for 24 years, up until 1901. During this time his skills took him 
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around Australia, and overseas to South Africa, America and, according to the 
Sydney Morning Herald, “nearly every part of the world.”  

Starting in Geelong (as pictured) he amazed onlookers by walking a tightrope out 
over Corio Bay, about 10m above the water. He later performed at the Geelong’s 
Mechanics Institute, and then in Melbourne. Within 12 months he was enthralling 
crowds in Sydney, walking with baskets on his feet and a sack over his head. But 
the job came with high risks that sometimes did not pay off—as was the case in 
August 1878. 

By this time 18-year-old         
Alexander had acquired an    
assistant, 12-year-old Henry 
Ruffin, whom  he carried on    
piggyback over the trapeze. 
However, while performing in 
Malop Street Geelong, near 
Eastern Park, Alexander stepped 
out onto the trapeze at one end 
while young Henry, decked out 
in marvellous costume, walked 
toward him from the other end. They met in the middle, knelt on the rope, and 
shook hands. As soon as they released their handshake, young Henry lost his    
balance and plummeted 8m to the ground. The watching crowd gasped in horror. 
Henry was immediately whisked away by his father to the nearest hotel for    
treatment, but sadly he died in hospital from a fractured skull the next day. 

Alexander survived a number of falls himself. On Friday, January 14, 1881 he was 
performing in front of about 2,000 people at Market Square (in those days it was 
mostly an open field) in the centre of Geelong, when a bolt securing the trapeze 
wire gave way, and Alexander “precipitated to the ground.” Landing on his head 
and shoulder he was severely concussed. An earlier fall in Sydney had even       
rendered him unconscious and insensible for three days. 

In 1906 another tragedy struck Alexander, when his beloved sister Ellen died, 
leaving behind a husband and three year-old daughter. Ellen was only 48 years 
old. 

From then on, Alexander no longer toured full-time, but continued to perform on 
occasion. Then in early 1918 he suffered another serious fall. Although he did not 
die from the fall, his health was obviously affected. On March 13, 1918 he died 
after his heart finally gave way, and he was buried in Rookwood Cemetery. Alt-
hough only 58 years of age Geelong’s, and Australia’s Blondin was remembered 
as a brave and daring man who entertained thousands with amazing feats of skill. 
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Toward the end of the 19th Century, James Whitley Sayer was 
a leading Geelong citizen, outstanding amateur artist, and  was 
to become the founder of the Geelong Art Gallery. 

Sayer was born in Cornwall, England, in 1847 into a middle-
class family. His father, Congregationalist minister Rev James 
Sayer, sailed to Australia in 1857 to become a missionary in the 
town of Dunolly near Ballarat, along with wife Lucy and their 
six children. It was there that the young Sayer embarked on a career in banking 
after leaving school, starting as a clerk in the Dunolly branch of the London        
Chartered Bank. He was to remain attached to this bank for the rest of his working 
life, progressing through the ranks in various branches from Dunolly to Ballarat, 
then Sydney, Newcastle, and finally to Geelong in July 1888, where he remained as 
bank manager up until his retirement in 1908. 

In 1866, when Sayer was not yet twenty, he was already exhibiting pastels at art 
shows. Shortly after, he illustrated a monograph on Australian parrots published in       
instalments. The series was never completed due to poor sales of the first issues, 
however the illustrations form part of his much-loved collection today. 

In 1872 Sayer married Jane (Jennie) Marshall of Ballarat, with whom he had six   
children. With his new family responsibilities, Sayer was obliged to earn a living to 
support his wife and children, rather than pursuing his first love of painting as his 
full-time occupation. Yet he did not abandon his artistic interests. 

By 1876, Sayer had relocated to New South Wales. In Sydney he enrolled in the 
painting school of the New South Wales Academy of Art in what were probably his 
first formal art lessons. He went on to win the competition for the design of the 
National Shipwreck Society Medal in 1878 when living in Newcastle (see box on 

next page). He was still there when he designed the floral 
wreath on the Sydney International Exhibition Medal in 
1879. Between 1883 and 1887 Sayer matured into a    
stalwart of the Art Society of New South Wales, becoming 
honorary treasurer and then secretary, as well as           
exhibiting his own works regularly to good reviews.  

When Sayer moved to Geelong in 1888, he found it a   
lively place for a man of his cultured interests. There was 
a musical society, a prominent Liedertafel*, two literary 
and debating societies, and an amateur dramatic society. 
This mix suited Sayer who, besides his artwork, was also a 
*Liedertafel: A popular name for any society or club which meets 
for the practice of male part songs. 
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Shakespearean scholar. Being musically inclined, Sayer      
later became president of the Geelong Musical Society in 
February 1901, nobly assisted by his wife, who was a leading 
soprano in Geelong performances for many years. 

Sayer also became closely associated with the Gordon    
Technical College, serving on its council as president until 
1893, and as honorary director of its art classes. He was  
foundation vice-president of the Western Swimming Club 
and assistant scene painter for a performance by the Geelong 
Amateur Dramatic Club. He is also reported as having been a 
president of the Royal Society of St George, the Mechanics’ 
Institute and a respected long-serving member of the council of the Geelong 
Chamber of Commerce. All this while working full-time as a bank manager! 

With his passion for the arts and his strong record of voluntary public service, 
James Sayer naturally became one of the earliest advocates for a permanent art 
gallery in Geelong. As early as 1889, he had proposed the idea, but his dream was 
to suffer a number of setbacks. The urban land boom had collapsed by 1889, 

The National Shipwreck Society Medal 

On July 14, 1877 the 337 ton iron paddle steamer SS Yarra left Newcastle bound for Sydney 
carrying a load of 500 tons (tonnes) of coal. As winds strengthened she tried to return to 
port, but the gale pushed her onto a reef 1km short of the harbour in Stockton Bight. All 18 
souls aboard were drowned. 

Four days later, a public meeting of citizens under the chairmanship of Dr. Lang at the Royal 
Exchange in Sydney decided to form a Society “for the relief of the widows, orphans and 
others dependent upon men lost in the marine service of our coast, or elsewhere.” Known 
originally as the National Shipwreck Relief Society of NSW, it became the Royal Humane 
Society of NSW in 1968. 

The bronze medal designed by J.W. Sayer was first struck in 1879. The portrayal includes a 
sailor wearing an early life-jacket examining a shipwrecked man who has been cast ashore 
holding a piece of wreckage. Behind, an angel consoles a woman weeping and holding a 
child while crowning the sailor with a wreath. 

On the rim appears SUNT LACRYMAE RERUM 
SUNT ET SUA PRAEMIA LAUDI—“The tears of  
misfortunes will be assuaged and praised.” 

On the reverse, the Society’s name appears on a 
lifebuoy around space for the engraving details of 
the recipient. The medal was given to anyone 
deemed by the Society to be worthy of an award. 
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J.W. Sayer’s painting Ocean Grove (1902) 
—showing cows grazing on Barwon Heads Bluff in the foreground. 

deepening into the severe depression of the first half of the 1890s. In 1892, Sayer 
helped organise a major three-week-long art exhibition at which the campaign for 
an art gallery in Geelong was officially launched. However, not enough interest 
was found to pursue it. 

The year 1896 constituted a turning point and the true beginning of the art     
gallery. Along with Edward Vidler and others, James Sayer formed the Geelong 
Progress League, an association dedicated to advancing public works in Geelong, 
starting with an “art gallery worthy of the town,” along with a town band, an   
esplanade and a promenade jetty to develop the bay frontage, “to bring our town 
into line with less important seaside places.” However, while the town band was 
up and running by 1897, funding for the larger art gallery was slow in coming.  
Response to public subscriptions yielded only £48, and a benefit performance of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado that Sayer had persuaded the Liedertafel to put 
on, raised a paltry £15 profit. 

Finally, with the help of influential George Hitchcock on the committee, they  
managed to secure the Council Chamber for use as an art gallery, opening on June 
1, 1900. The derogatory tag of ‘Old Sayer’s Picture Gallery’ bestowed on the    
enterprise by the people of Geelong illustrates Sayer’s persistence to get the art 
gallery built. The present permanent building was opened on May 24, 1915.  
However, Sayer didn’t get to see it—dying the year before, aged 66. 

Geelong, and the nation, therefore owes a great debt to this modest but visionary 
man, and to the many amateur artists and ordinary citizens like him who worked 
long and hard behind the scenes to found a regional artistic infrastructure in       
Australia in the late 19th century. 



79 

 

Photographer, Johan Friedrich Carl 
Kruger* was born at Berlin, in            
Germany, on April 18, 1831. In 1858, 
at age 27, he married Auguste      
Bauman in Berlin. His brother        
Bernard had earlier migrated to     
Australia in about 1854 and           
established a furniture business at 
Rutherglen, in northern Victoria. 
Some time in the early 1860s, Johan 
Friedrich (he later anglicised his 
Christian name to Fred) joined Bernard as a partner. In December 1862 his wife 
and young son boarded a ship in Germany and followed him to Australia. Fred 
Kruger soon became sole owner of the furniture business, but in 1866 he sold up 
and instead, opened a photographic studio in Carlton, Melbourne. 

Two years later, Kruger took the first photograph of the Aboriginal cricket team 
which toured Victoria, before they went to England to play in 1868. Over the next 
20 years he demonstrated a careful eye for photographic composition and the 
use of light. He received special international recognition for his landscape       
photography, being awarded medals at the 1872 Vienna and 1876 Philadelphia 
Centennial exhibitions. Locally, in 1877 he was commissioned by the Victorian 
Board for the Protection of Aborigines to produce an album of portraits of the 
Aborigines at the Coranderrk Aboriginal Mission Station near Healesville. The   
album includes some of the best photographs of early Aborigines in Australia. 

By 1879 Fred Kruger had settled in Skene Street, Newtown, Geelong. The first of 
his numerous excursions around the district was made in August that year, when 

he photographed 'scenery in the         
neighbourhood of Batesford and the     
Barrabools’ and 'a very pretty view of 
Highton’. Kruger won a gold medal for the 
best collection of landscape views taken 
within 25 miles (40km) of the Geelong Post 
Office, and a gold medal for the best      
panoramic view of Geelong at the Geelong 
Industrial and Juvenile Exhibition of 1879, 

One of Fred Kruger’s many landscape photographs of 
Geelong—the Yarra Street wharf. His photographic cart, 

seen in the foreground of this picture, travelled          
hundreds of kilometres around Geelong and Victoria 

capturing images of early life in the colony. 

* While Fred Kruger took hundreds of landscape 
and portrait photographs, it would appear that 
none were taken of himself. 

Victorian Aboriginals (1877), taken by Kruger at 
the Coranderrk Missionary Settlement, Healesville.  
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taken from the tower of St Paul’s Church 
on La Trobe Terrace in September 1879. 
He also took photographs of the        
Geelong exhibition itself, such as the 
fountain in the main hall, the rockery in 
the annexe, the exhibition building and 
scenes at the opening ceremony. By 
February 1880 he had collected 60 
views, which he sold separately as      
cabinet photographs or together in an 
album. The views of Geelong and its suburbs put on display at the 1880              
Melbourne International Exhibition won him further acclaim. 

While Fred Kruger was not the first photographer to record Geelong’s early days,* 
he was certainly the most prolific, with nearly all of his works now owned by the 
National Gallery of Victoria, and available for viewing online at the NGV website. 

During the 1880s Kruger’s work did not slow down. The Victorian government 
commissioned him to photograph the Yan Yean waterworks for the 1886 Colonial 
and Indian Exhibition in London. And the numerous views he put on show at the 
1887 Geelong Exhibition were a compilation of photographs taken over the pre-
ceding 8 years. The 31 photographs were enclosed in medallions of various sizes 
to form “a really magnificent panoramic picture… entirely different to anything 
else in the building,” the Geelong Advertiser reported on November 23, 1887. 

Kruger received numerous private commissions from property-owners in the   
district to photograph their estates, including Peter Manifold of Purrumbete, near 
Camperdown, George Fairbairn of Wyndermere and Frederick Armytage of 
Wooloomanata (both of Lara) and the Chirnsides of Werribee Park.  

As early as March 1879 Kruger was photographing groups of Geelong townsmen, 
on one occasion taking the employees 
of the boot manufacturers Strong & 
Pierce picnicking at Bream Creek.     
Conscious that prospective buyers had 
to be clearly seen, he took care to bring 
out the figures 'so distinctly that the 
identity of each person could be easily 
established’, the Geelong Advertiser of 
March 21, 1881 noted. 

For the colonial photographer, disasters 

A view of the You Yangs, from the back veranda of a 
homestead at Duck Ponds (Lara). 

Queens Park Road bridge on the Barwon River at 
Geelong in c.1880.  

* The "Geelong Album" was photographed in 
1866 by Eugen de Balk. It can be viewed 
online at www.deakin.edu.au. 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/library/special-collections/collections/geelong-album
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proved a godsend, attracting inquisitive 
customers. The boiler at Humble &           
Nicholson’s foundry exploded in 1879 
and Kruger exhibited before and after 
photographs. The Barwon River flooded 
Queen’s Park and he snapped a bird’s-
eye view. The George Roper ran aground 
off Point Lonsdale in July 1883 and     
Kruger rushed to photograph it. His    
images included sightseers on the beach, 

who not only served as enhancements to the composition and drama of the     
image, but also became prospective customers buyers as well. (See image below). 

Fred Kruger made three less dramatic photographic visits to the Queenscliff area 
in January 1881, 1882 and 1885, shooting street scenes in the township, along 
with its seaside vistas on the first occasion, and the Easter encampment of the         
Volunteer Artillery on the second. On the third, he made a panorama of the whole 
of the fortifications for the Defence Department to exhibit at the 1886 Colonial 
and Indian Exhibition in London and took a group photograph of the Garrison   
Artillery on parade. 

The ex-German also marketed his images in novel ways. For instance, in 1881 he 
had 2 views of the Barwon River enamelled. In 1884 he advertised his photos as          
appropriate birthday, Christmas and New Year presents, offering sets of 'charming 
little landscapes’ in albums. Many private residences and public buildings from 
the surrounding districts were enhanced by his works. 

On a personal level, most of Fred and Auguste Kruger’s 11 children died in         
infancy. According to one of his descendants, Mr David Kruger, it is thought that 
only two survived, one of whom was his great-grandfather. It was at this son’s 
house in Victoria Street, Surrey Hills, 
that Fred Kruger died of peritonitis 
(infection within the abdomen) on     
February 15, 1888, aged 56 years.  

Sadly, many of the glass plate negatives 
taken by Fred Kruger survived until 
the early 1950s, only to be thrown out 
by the photographer’s grandchildren, 
who had no notion of their                  
significance. Despite this loss, we are 
glad to have the ones that remain, 
which provide a permanent record of 
Geelong’s early years. 

Wreck of the ship George Roper, at Point Lonsdale 
in July 1883. 

Geelong Harbour, taken from Western Beach in 
c.1880. 
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Perhaps Australia’s most prestigious art award, the Archibald Prize 
was named after Geelong–born Jules François Archibald.  

John Feltham Archibald was born at Kildare (now a part of Geelong 
West, near Church Street) on January 14, 1856. His father was 
an Irish-born police sergeant, and his mother died giving birth to 
her fifth child. In his late teens he decided that he liked the idea of 
'being born in France', and thus in a moment of eccentricity 
changed his name to Jules François Archibald. He decided firmly 
that from that moment on as far as he was concerned he was the 
son of a French Jewish mother. Even his marriage certificate later 
noted that he was 'born in France.' 

J.F. Archibald's secondary education was divided between Roman 
Catholic and State schools. He left school at 14, and was apprenticed to the 
Warrnambool Examiner. In his free time he wrote stories about local events and 
submitted them to newspapers in his neighbouring towns, too shy to offer them 
to his employers.  

Upon turning 19 he moved to Melbourne. He found a job working in the printing 
room of an evening tabloid, before becoming a clerk with the Victorian Education 
Department. Young Jules liked life in the big city and he loved the bohemian     
society of writers and reporters. In 1880 Archibald became the founding editor of 
The Bulletin in tandem with John Haynes, who was skilled in advertising and 

The Bulletin Magazine 
First appearing on January 31, 1880 The Bulletin was intended to be a journal of political 
and business commentary, with some literary content. However, under Archibald’s     
guidance it mercilessly ridiculed colonial  governors, capitalists, snobs and social climbers, 
the clergy, feminists and prohibitionists. It upheld trade unionism, Australian independ-
ence, advanced democracy and White Australia. It ran savagely racist cartoons attacking 
Chinese, Indians, Japanese and Jews, and also mocking Indigenous Australians. The     
paper's masthead slogan, "Australia for the White Man," became a national political   
credo. The Bulletin soon became known as "the bushman's bible," with a circulation 
reaching 80,000 by 1900. 
When Archibald retired in 1907 The Bulletin became steadily more conservative. In 1961 
The Bulletin was sold to press magnate Sir Frank Packer who radically modernised the 
paper. Most of the writers were replaced, and "Australia for the White Man" disappeared 
from the masthead. From that time it remained a politically conservative magazine. On 
24 January 2008, ACP Magazines announced they had ceased publishing The Bulletin due 
to declining circulation. 
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printing. 

 Starting in 1886, a regular column in 
The  Bulletin was 'Archibald's Corre-
spondence'. It became very popular 
and eventually brought  writers such as 
Henry Lawson and Banjo Patterson into 
The Bulletin offices. 

Archibald was so obsessed with his job that eventually, in 1903, poor health 
forced him out of the editors chair. Described as having gone "beautifully 
and spectacularly mad," he was committed to 
Callan Park, a Sydney asylum. Archibald always 
defended his sanity and was  bitter about his   
incarceration. After a number of years in and out 
of Callan Park, he apparently made a good        
recovery and lived a seemingly peaceful life as an 
ageing gentleman. 

Archibald died at St Vincent's hospital on          
September 10, 1919, and was buried in the     
Catholic section of the Waverley Cemetery in   
Sydney. His estate amounted to nearly £90,000. 
One tenth of his estate was set aside for the    
endowment of an annual art prize, to be judged 
by the Trustees of the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, which in its first year, 1921, totalled £400. 

A plaque commemorating the birth place 
of Jules Archibald is located beside the 
Geelong West Football Ground on the 
corner of Church St and Weddell Rd. 

The Archibald Prize 
JF Archibald’s primary aims were to foster    
portraiture, support artists and perpetuate the 
memory of great Australians. Since its           
inception in 1921 the prize has been awarded 
to some of Australia’s most important artists, 
including George Lambert, William Dobell and 
Brett Whiteley. 

Mrs De Carteret- Owner of “La Cabine” 
 
Located at the bottom of Yarra Street, outside the Geelong Yacht 
Club is a bollard depicting a lady holding a glass of lemon squash. 

Only a short distance from here is the La Cabine building at 1 Yarra 
Street (on the corner of Brougham St). It is named after a shop at 
this same location from years past. La Cabine (French for “The    
Cabin”) was owned by Mrs De  Carteret. This shop was well known 
for it’s delicious lemon squash. 

Currently the building that bears the 
same name as this  favourite Geelong 
landmark is an office for State          
Government politicians. 
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Charles “Chas” Brownlow was a former Australian Rules 
Footballer, and later, League Administrator of the          
Victorian Football League (VFL). In honour of the      
decades the Geelong stalwart spent working for the 
VFL, the games highest individual award, the Brownlow 
Medal is named after him. 

Brownlow was born in Geelong on the July 25, 1861. He 
attended Geelong College in Newtown for his childhood 
education. Brownlow was popular amongst his teachers 

and schoolmates, well liked for his quiet and courteous demeanour as well as his 
masculinity, something he was well known for throughout his life until his passing. 

After leaving school, Brownlow became an apprentice to Mr H. Fischer, the     
leading manufacturer of watches and jewellery in Geelong. For a number of years, 
Brownlow served as an assistant to Fischer, learning the intricacies of jewellery 
and watchmaking before leaving and opening up his own shop in Malop Street, 
where he soon built up a prosperous business. 

As he reached early manhood, Brownlow joined the Corio Bay Rowing Club, and 
before long, came to prominence as a fantastic oarsman. After a few years at the 
club, rowing captain George Upward left to pursue a career in politics at            
Parliament House in Melbourne. Brownlow was elected the Rowing Club’s new 
captain as replacement. During his time as captain, his sportsmanlike qualities 
shone distinctly above all else.  

His clean living, firm but fair rule and unfailing common sense 
had a positive and lasting effect on the other members of the 
club, and provided a fine example for the younger members to 
emulate. Brownlow tolerated no rowdy behaviour, lack of     
manners or inappropriate language in the sheds or rooms. Any 
such approach was dealt with a stern, yet kind rebuke and      
during his time at captain, the club experienced a harmony and 
unison amongst its members the likes of which it had never   
experienced before. 

It was not just behaviour and attitude that Brownlow, as captain, brought to the 
club. He also managed to steer the Corio Bay Rowing Club senior eight to several 
victories and titles. 

Brownlow’s footballing career had a rocky start. His father, a strict disciplinarian 
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did not approve of his son playing football when he should be at 
work! (There was no half-day holiday on Saturday afternoons in 
those days.) Young Charles, knowing his father was always             
preoccupied with work and rarely attended sporting events, enrolled 
at the Geelong Football Club with the surname of “Green,” hoping to 
hide his sporting activity from his father. 

After several impressive displays for Geelong, there was reportedly 
much excited talk around town about a new player named Green. So 
much so that Brownlow’s father decided to attend a match between      

Geelong and Melbourne at the Corio Cricket Ground* to see for himself. Once the 
game started he was awestruck by Green’s speed and skill and found himself   
avidly cheering Green on. . . until one of his friends told him that the player he 
was barracking for so keenly was, in fact, his own son! 

At this revelation, Mr. Brownlow was stunned, but after a comfortable Geelong 
victory, was the first public citizen in the change rooms, congratulating his son 
and the team on an impressive display. After seeing the talent his son possessed, 
Mr. Brownlow withdrew any objections to his son playing football, and until the 
time of his passing, was an avid Geelong Football Club supporter, never missing a 
match his son was involved in. 

Although Geelong had many famous players in those times, Brownlow stood 
above all others when it came to leadership skills. And so, it came as no surprise 
when he was appointed captain of the Geelong Football Club in 1883, delivering 
the club its fifth VFA premiership. 

Charles Brownlow was a regular player at Geelong between 1880-1884, but     
appeared only sporadically from 1885 until his retirement in 1891. Family life had 
now become his priority, with wife Matilda, and their 4 children Daisy, Ruby, Elsie 
and young Charles Jr.  Despite playing less, Brownlow kept his involvement with 
the Geelong Football Club, appointed club secretary in 1885. He served in this         
position for the next 38 years, relinquishing the role in 1923, 
the year before his death. 

Brownlow also served as Geelong’s delegate to the Victorian 
Football League board from 1902 until 1922. He also served the 
VFL in various other capacities during the same time, becoming 
the most experienced and hardest working VFL administrator.  

Charles Brownlow passed away on the January 23, 1924 after 
an extended illness. Today, the “Fairest and Best” player in the 
AFL each season, wears the Chas Brownlow medal around his 
neck in honour of this highly respected sporting gentleman. 

* In what is today called Eastern Park, behind the Botanic Gardens. 
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Walking down Gheringhap Street beside Johnstone 
Park one day I stopped to admire a relatively small 
sculpture beside the footpath. The intricate detail of 
the ‘Spirit of Anzac’ was stunning. Another man 
stopped beside me. “You know,” he reflected, “I have 
walked past this sculpture hundreds of times and   
never stopped to look at it properly. It truly is a     
wonderful work of art, isn’t it.” I had to agree. 

A plaque at the foot of the sculpture noted its creator 
as Wallace Anderson—but who was this talented   
Geelong artisan? 

William Wallace Anderson was born on January 20, 1888 in Dean, Victoria, about 
15km north-west of Ballarat. He was sent to Geelong College in 1902 before 
attending the Gordon Technical College in 1904, to study engineering. 1914 was a 
busy year for Wallace. He attended night classes for life drawing given by Charles 
Richardson at the Victorian Artists Society, as well as drawing at the National    
Gallery School, while teaching art at Sunshine Technical School.   

World War One had started, and so, in 1915 age 27, Anderson enlisted in the  
Australian Imperial Forces. He served in France as a  lieutenant in the 23rd         
Battalion. The British War Journal ‘Pegasus’ records that Lieutenant Wallace       
Anderson was wounded in 1917. In April 1918 he was appointed museums officer 
and sculptor to the A.I.F. He was based in the Australian War Records Section in 

London, with sculptors William Bowles and Web Gilbert. 
Anderson toured famous battlefields in France, Egypt 
and Palestine, making models of the landscape and gath-
ering records for later use. 

Anderson returned to Melbourne in 1920 and continued 
his job with the Australian War Museum, producing 
models, dioramas (three-dimensional landscape models) 
and sculptures in the Exhibition Building. 

From 1930 he engaged in private practice as a sculptor. 
Later, from 1944 to 1946 he moved to Canberra and 
worked for the Australian War Memorial. When he     
returned to Melbourne he taught sculpting at Footscray 
Technical College for a short time before returning to 
private work. The ‘Spirit of Anzac’ in   

Johnstone Park. 
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Anderson has produced a number of bronze war memorials and memorial        
portraits for Melbourne and Victorian country towns. One of the earliest was 
‘Spirit of Anzac’ (1928), which had caught my eye in Johnstone Park. However, 
Anderson’s most famous work is that of the ‘Man and his Donkey’ (1935), which 
he completed after winning a competition conducted by the Victorian Division of 
the Australian Red Cross. The work stands at the Shrine of Remembrance in     
Melbourne. 

In 1937 Anderson also completed a life sized, bronze statue of King George V for     
Geelong. It stands behind the library, the second of his works to grace Geelong’s 

Johnstone Park. Between 1939 and 1950 his works    
included a series of nine busts of Australian Prime       
Ministers for the Botanic Gardens in Ballarat and a figure 
of a soldier in bronze, now located outside the Box Hill 
Town Hall. 

Wallace Anderson’s work will continue to stand for    
future generations, not only to admire his artistic skill, 
but to reflect on the tragedy of war, and its place in   
Australia’s history. 

The Man with the       
Donkey sculpture at the 
Shrine of Remembrance 
in Melbourne. 

‘King George V’ in    
Johnstone Park. 

Anderson met war artist Will Dyson sheltering in the same 
shell hole near the front line at Bullecourt, in northern France. 
This meeting was to lead to an interview with C.E.W. Bean 
and an appointment as an official war artist. Twenty three 
years later, he wrote to John Treloar on September 3, 1940: 

“It was at my first meeting with Dr Bean when I was called out 
of the front line to meet him and Will Dyson at some village 
behind the lines in France...It was a strange experience 
meeting such people and hearing what they had to say of the 
Australian soldier, and the ideas they both expressed about 
immortalizing the 'Digger' in an Australian War Museum. 

Shortly afterwards I was appointed Museum's officer and so 
the collections were started, and later on from a further talk 
with Dr Bean the model scheme evolved. It was that first 
meeting with Dr Bean that fired my imagination, and it still 
goes on.” 

Wallace Anderson married Gladys Ada Andrews in 
May, 1916. They had a son and two daughters. 

Anderson died on October 7, 1975 in Geelong, aged 
87. His body was cremated. 
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How good a footballer do you need to be, to be described by 
the leading journalists of the time as “the best centreman 
who ever wore a Guernsey.” We are of course, talking about 
Geelong’s Firth McCallum. 

Firth William McCallum was born at Birregurra, near Colac, 
on December 27, 1872, the fifth of ten children to butcher 
James McCallum and his wife Ann. Although he grew up with 
a quiet nature, Firth loved competitive sports. By the age of 
16 he had joined the local Birregurra Cricket Club and quickly 
showed his natural ability, topping the batting averages for 
many years. However, it was his love of Australian Rules Foot-
ball that motivated him to excel at the highest sporting level. 

The Geelong Football Club had its beginnings in July 1859, 
when Australian Rules Football founder, Tom Wills, went looking for organised 
competition to play his Melbourne team, established earlier that same year. The 
new code of football quickly proved popular. By 1877 over 130 teams around 
Melbourne and Geelong were playing the game. That same year, the 8 strongest 
teams, including Geelong, decided to establish their own competition, and thus 
the Victorian Football Association (VFA) was born. For the next 20 years the VFA 
proved to be Victoria’s most popular winter sport. But by 1896 problems with 
administration and costs began to disillusion some of the stronger teams. The 
following year, Geelong and 7 of the other teams formed their own competition. 
Named the Victorian Football League (VFL), it soon took over as the dominant 
competition playing Australian Rules Football. And, in that first season played in 
1897, Firth McCallum became one of the founding players for Geelong. 

McCallum played as a centreman or on occasion, the half-forward flank. Being 
gifted with lightning speed, he bedazzled opponents with his runs down the    
centre of the field, easily evading any pursuers in a style reminiscent of modern 
great–St Kilda’s Robert Harvey. For example, in the game played on May 24, 1898 
between Geelong and St Kilda, the match report describes McCallum goaling after 
eluding 12 opponents! Being only light in stature, and with a crouching running 
style, Firth was often likened to a greyhound. While he usually played against   
bigger, stronger men, he displayed no fear, relying on his speed and natural ability 
to climb over taller players to take a spectacular grab at times. 

From 1897 until his retirement after Round 14 in 1905 Firth McCallum played 74 
games in the blue and white hoops. Although individual accolades, including the 
Best & Fairest player award were not given to players at the time, Firth was      
regularly mentioned among the best players in each game. For example, in 1897 
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during the round-robin finals series, he is listed among the best players in 2 of the 
three finals Geelong played, helping his team into 2nd place behind declared   
winner of the final series– Essendon. 

However, it was in one match four years later, when Firth McCallum was noted as 
playing a rare bad game, that we see the true character of the man. The day    
before the match against Fitzroy on Thursday, May 9, 1901, McCallum was     
working as a carpenter down at Lorne. Due to a misunderstanding, after finishing 
work he missed his horse-and-carriage ride back home to Birregurra. Undeterred, 
McCallum walked the 38km through the Otway Ranges all night to reach home by 
early the next morning. He then took the train to Melbourne and was suited up to 
run out onto Brunswick Oval when the game started at 3pm. While Geelong won 
the game (48 points to 38), unsurprisingly McCallum was hardly seen—but he just 
didn’t want to let his teammates down by not showing up for the game. 

During this same era of the game, many Victorian towns had a half-day holiday 
each Thursday afternoon. Football matches between towns were scheduled at 
that time, so that Saturday was left free—primarily for Jews to keep their          
Sabbath. But it also allowed for spectators to attend the big games at Melbourne 
or Geelong. If not required by Geelong on a Thursday, McCallum regularly donned 
his home team colours for Birregurra, or nearby Colac. After playing a full game 
(usually listed among the best players) he would have one days’ rest (while      
working the full day at his job) before playing for Geelong on the Saturday       
afternoon. Despite this physical effort, football commentators of the day          
described McCallum as having no superiors and very few peers in the game. 

On April 3, 1903 Firth married Jeanette (Nettie) Douglas and the couple had three 
children–a boy and two girls. Sadly, in his mid-thirties McCallum contracted     
consumption (TB) and started to slowly waste away. Without antibiotics 
(discovered 30 years later), there was little doctors could do. He died on July 11, 

1910 aged only 37. The Geelong 
Football Club was represented by 5 
ex-captains at his funeral. Charles 
Brownlow, who has the modern 
game’s highest individual award 
named after him, was one of the 
pallbearers. 

Firth McCallum was buried in the 
Warncoort cemetery, just near his 
home town of Birregurra. While 
Geelong had lost a favourite son,    
his descendants still live among us  
today, and share his love and       
passion for Australian Rules Football. 

This photograph of the 1901 Birregurra Football Club 
premiership team shows Firth McCallum (arrowed) with 
his Geelong Football Club socks on. Although smaller than 
most of the other players, his ability to outrun his           
opponents and even climb over their backs to take a   
spectacular mark made him a champion of the game. 
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Sir Hubert Ferdinand Opperman was born on May 29, 
1904 at Rochester, in northern Victoria. He is of British–
German decent. His father worked as a butcher, miner, 
timber-cutter and coach driver. Hubert  learned as a child 
to plough with six horses and to ride bareback.  

Hubert had started riding bikes when he was 8 years old, 
and after attending several schools he got a job delivering 
telegrams by bicycle. His love of cycling stayed with him right up until he was 90 
years old when his wife Mavys, fearing for his health and safety, forced him to 
stop riding.  

In 1921 when Hubert was 17 years old he entered a cycling race and finished in 
third place. Third prize was a racing bike by Malvern Star Cycles, a cycle shop in 
the suburb of Malvern in Melbourne. In fact, the owner of the shop was so       
impressed with the performance of Opperman he also gave him a job. 

Opperman went on to have an illustrious cycling career. In 1924 at the age of 20 
he won the Australian Road Cycling title, as well as in 1926, 1927 and 1929. 

In 1928 he won the prestigious Bol d`Or 24 hour classic at a 500m velodrome in  
Paris in sensational circumstances. Both his bikes had been sabotaged by having 
the chains filed down so that they soon failed. His manager had to find him a    
replacement bike quickly and ‘Oppy’ ended up with his interpreter’s bike, which 
had heavy mudguards and wheels, along with upturned handlebars. Opperman 
was out of the race for about an hour but was determined to win, riding the bike 
for the next 17 hours without dismounting. He won the race to the cheers of 
50,000 French citizens yelling “allez Oppy” (“Come on 
Oppy!”). He received a heroes welcome home when he 
returned to Melbourne later that year. 

Opperman was voted Europe’s most popular sportsman 
in 1928 by more than 500,000 readers of the French 
sporting journal L`Auto, ahead of their own tennis      
champion Henri Cochet. He also won the Blue Riband for 
riding the fastest time three times in the famous          
Melbourne to Warrnambool Classic. In the prestigious 
Goulburn to Sydney Classic he twice won from scratch, 
and three times was the fastest rider. 

In 1931 Hubert Opperman became the world’s greatest    
endurance cyclist when he won the 1931 non-stop Paris-
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Brest-Paris tour (726 miles, 1166km) breaking all previous records over the dis-
tance in the time of 49 hours 23 minutes.  After this win he was idolised in the 
French press as well as by the French public.  

Then, in 1940 Opperman set more than 100 distance records in a 24 hour cycling      
marathon at a Sydney Velodrome. Many of these were not broken until decades 
later. Opperman ended his cycling career when he joined the Royal Australian Air 
Force during World War II. 

After the war Opperman joined the Liberal Party of Australia and settled in       
Geelong. In 1949 he was elected to the Parliament of Australia for the Victorian 
electorate of Corio. He served in parliament for 17 years and was regularly seen 
riding his bike to his city office. 

Hubert became the Government Whip in 1955 before being appointed Minister 
for Shipping and Transport, a cabinet position, in 1960. Between December 1963 
and December 1966 he was Minister for Immigration. He oversaw the relaxation 
of conditions for the entry of people of mixed descent and a widening of eligibility 
criteria for entry by well-qualified people into Australia.  

After his retirement from politics in 1967 he was appointed as Australia's first 
High Commissioner to Malta, where he remained for 5 years. His honours         
included appointed as an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1953, 
and he was made a knight bachelor in 1968. 

In 1991 Oppy attended the centenary celebrations of the Paris-Brest-Paris race 
and received the Gold Medal of the City of Paris. Sir Hubert Opperman’s legacy is 
commemorated every year with the Opperman All Day Trial, an Audax (cycling) 
ride held annually in early November where teams of three or more cyclists ride a 
minimum of 360km in 24 hours.  

The City of Knox, in Melbourne, where Oppy spent the last years of his life, has 
dedicated and named several trails and 
cycling paths around the municipality 
after famous races which Opperman won. 
They have also dedicated an annual bicy-
cle event, ‘The Oppy Family Fun Ride’, 
after him. The fun ride is part of the an-
nual Knox Festival held each March. 

Hubert died on May 24, 1996 of a heart 
attack at the age of 91, while he was on 
his exercise bike in his home in Wantirna. 
His trusty Malvern Star bicycle was       
donated to a museum in Rochester.  Oppy’s Bistro at the Norlane Hotel is named 

after the famous Australian cyclist. 
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From the First World War, until his death in 1949, Jim Piper 
served as Geelong’s most prominent medical practitioner, and 
staunchest supporter of the Geelong Football Club. Let me tell 
you his story. 

James Ernest Piper was born on April 30, 1884. It appears he grew 
up in Geelong, but little is known of his younger years except that 
he attended Geelong College in Talbot Street, Newtown. In 1905, 
at 21 years of age, he realised a childhood dream when selected to play for      
Geelong in the VFL. While an enthusiastic supporter of the Australian game, Piper 
himself was of limited ability. His first, and only game for Geelong, was in Round 
3, 1905, against Fitzroy at the Brunswick Street Oval in Melbourne. Fitzroy were 
the champion team that year and Geelong received a flogging, going down by 41 
points.* 

Giving away hopes of playing football at the highest level, Piper became a keen 
social tennis player. But he more than made up for his lack of sporting prowess 
with his skill and dedication as a doctor. He graduated as a medical practitioner 
from Ormond College (Melbourne University) in 1912. Returning to Geelong,  
Piper commenced serving as the medical officer for the Geelong Football Club, a 
position he held for the next 34 years. [See box: A Doctor Ahead of His Time] 

Dr James Piper was also placed in charge of a local tuberculosis (TB) clinic at    
Geelong. At the time there were about 4,000 TB deaths each year in Victoria. 
Throughout his career Piper continuously lobbied local councils to provide for 
more space between homes, recognising that disease spread more easily in 
among crowded families. For example, one small house in Pakington Street had 
27 people living inside, with one suffering an acute infectious disease. The        
Geelong West Council condemned the building and it was demolished. 

Piper also requested that land be set aside for more parks and gardens, and    
suggested to council that it should promote a healthy outdoor lifestyle, insisting 
that this would also help prevent the spread of diseases like TB. By 1916 his work 
was already starting to pay off, with a notable drop in TB deaths recorded in    
Geelong. And his efforts contributed greatly to the establishment of Baker’s Oval 
and Sparrow Park in Geelong West. 

In 1914 Dr Piper received a degree for Master of Surgery at Melbourne University, 

*Piper played 2 more games in the VFL—both for the University team while studying     
medicine in Melbourne. Unfortunately he was never to taste success as a player. In Round 
18 in 1908 University was defeated by Carlton by 39 points. In his third and final game, 
Round 7 in 1909, University again lost, this time to Collingwood by 36 points. 
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one of the most exacting and coveted honours in the medical profession at the 
time. That same year he became the Honorary Pathologist at the Geelong        
Hospital. For many years he assisted the Geelong coroner by conducting            
post-mortems on deceased locals. For example, when 60-year-old Torquay onion 
grower, Thomas Kinnane died suddenly in April 1916, Piper discovered 3 ounces 
(88 ml) of kerosene in his stomach. The unsatisfied cravings of the raging          
alcoholic, who had already consumed a bottle of whisky and a bottle of beer, had 
led to his untimely death. 

Dr Piper went on to hold other prominent medical positions in Geelong. He 
served as the chief medical officer for the Geelong West council between the two 
world wars, contributing much to the health of local residents. He also held this 
position for St. Augustine’s and St. Catherine’s Orphanages, and in the 1940s he 
took up the same position for the Shire of Corio. In 1928 he was appointed       
secretary and treasurer of the Geelong branch of the British Medical Association. 
And for a number of years he also served as president of the Geelong Ambulance 
Association. 

Piper was a staunch advocate for child immunisation, and led an immunisation 

A Doctor Ahead of His Time 

The Geelong Football Club held a dinner for the team, club members,        
officials, and leading Geelong citizens on April 24, 1935. Dr Piper toasted the 
success of the team, but had the following timely advice: 

“Players need to focus on playing football and must 
give up indulgences. They must concentrate on that 
or get out. The coach of St Kilda has referred to the 
dangers of drinking, but cigarette smoking is as bad. 
In fact, cigarettes are more harmful to the athlete 
than beer. The man who accepted money and 
played “dead” would be ostracized by his             
clubmates, but for a man to neglect to keep himself 
as fit as possible was just as bad. 

Sacrifices had to be made, and players must show 
more initiative. To go dancing four nights of the 
week was not the way to attain physical fitness. The 
players had to realise that if they did not keep fit 
they would be letting their fellow players down. 

At football training there was now to be an          
abstinence of cigarettes and beer.” 

Richmond centre half back 
Robert McGhie takes a     

cigarette break at 3/4 time 
during the 1973 Grand Final. 
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program against diphtheria in 1936. Of the 150 students at schools across North 
Geelong, North Shore, Corio and Lara, 6 already had been exposed to the dreaded 
lung disease. The other 144 were successfully immunised. Despite research     
repeatedly proving the value of immunisation against childhood diseases, local 
Geelong councils continued to hesitate in providing funding for immunisation 
programs, much to Piper’s frustration. 

In his role as chief medical officer, Piper gave speeches to Geelong clubs and city 
officials many times, urging them to support life-saving immunisation. However, 
in addition to voicing strong opinions on proven medical practises, at times Dr 
Piper was outspoken on more personal theories. For example, in his annual     
report to the Geelong West City Council in 1938 he commented on the Prime 
Minister of Australia, Joseph Lyons’ desire to see the country have a much larger 
population. Piper suggested this could be achieved more quickly if a ‘Bachelor 
Tax’ was imposed on single men, as well as heavier taxation being imposed on 
childless married couples. The funds raised, he noted, could be paid as child    
endowment to families. Needless to say, this suggestion went unheeded.  

In the same annual report Piper also suggested that the Geelong West Council 
prohibit motor-cycle traffic in city streets between 10pm and 6am. He claimed 
that “the night was made hideous and the sick and suffering were prevented from 
sleeping and their recovery was retarded by the din and noise of motor-cycles. 
Unsurprisingly, the council decided not to act on that advice either. 

Outside his medical work, Piper held a number of honorary positions. He was a 
Churchwarden and Vestryman for 34 years at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Latrobe Terrace, in addition to being president of the Geelong Football Club for 
four terms between 1923 and 1926. 

From 1926 onward, James Piper, with wife, Nora, and their three daughters lived 
in the family residence at 240 Latrobe Terrace in Newtown. The house still exists 
on the corner of Villamanta Street, but is now occupied by a number of unrelated 
business who have converted the 
domestic dwelling into office space. 
The 88-year-old house is now listed 
as a building of significance in        
Geelong. 

Dr Piper’s own medical practice  
flourished only a few doors down 
from the family home, at 248 Latrobe 
Terrace until his death in 1949 aged 
65. His dedicated service to the     
citizens of Geelong should never be 
forgotten.  

The Piper family home at 240 Latrobe Terrace. 
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In 1933, a Gippsland famer’s wife wrote a 
letter to the Ford Motor Company, asking 
for a vehicle that she and her husband could 
go to church in without getting wet, and 
that her husband could also use to take the 
pigs to market on Monday. 

The idea of combining a car and truck      
together was something that Lewis Brandt, 
then a 22-year-old designer at Ford          

Geelong, came up with. He took a 1933 model coupe and built an open back on it. 
He also strengthened the chassis so that it would carry heavier loads. The bosses 
liked what they saw, and so the ’utility’ went into production in 1934. 

The front was just a very nice Ford coupe passenger car; the 
back of course was the workhorse part of it. This was exactly 
what the farmer’s wife from Gippsland wanted—a car that had 
wind-up windows, comfortable seats, and a roof that would not 
let the rain in. Lew Brandt had got it right! 

The vehicle had great appeal to farmers. It was the middle of the 
Great Depression, a time when the banks would only lend      
money for one vehicle, and that meant that with a loan from the 
bank you could actually buy a truck and a car together. The idea 
quickly became a worldwide hit! 

When Lewis Brandt retired, he’d always had in his mind that 
he’d like to have one of the original utes. He tried finding one in working order 
and couldn’t. Eventually he found the wreck of one in a farmer’s garage. He got it 
out and rebuilt it from scratch. Upon 
completion, he painted it sky blue with 
kangaroos, kookaburras and rosellas 
because, as he said, “This was the true 
Australian ute.” 

The influence that Lewis Brandt had on 
the worldwide motor industry was     
tremendous, since virtually every other 
manufacturer of popular cars has also 
built a coupe utility.  

The original 1934 Ford Coupe Utility, designed 
by Lewis Brandt here in Geelong. 

Today’s Ford Utility is still a popular style of 
vehicle, and not just with farmers. 

Lewis Brandt 
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Visitors to Geelong tend to be drawn to the Waterfront  
area. When the sun is out, glistening across the water,    
sightseers can be observed relaxing on the grass or digging 
their toes into the sand. The more energetic take to the 
water, especially at Eastern Beach. A comment often     
overheard is: “Isn’t Geelong beautiful!” While many have 
contributed to constructing and maintaining the area, the 
efforts of one man, in particular, stand out— Ian McDonald. 

Born on May 24, 1898 to farming parents at Little River, Ian 
was educated at the Gordon Institute of Technology.       
Applying himself at school he eventually qualified as a civil 
engineer and town surveyor. He started work at the Shire of 
Marong, which included the Bendigo area. There he met 
Violet Murray, and on April 21, 1925 they married.           
Eventually the couple had one daughter. 

After gaining experience at Bendigo, he accepted an         
appointment as Assistant Engineer at Albury, on the Murray 
River in NSW. And by 1933 he was serving as the city        
engineer for both Mordialloc and Geelong West.  

After settling back in Geelong, Ian saw a need to promote 
Geelong by beautifying the bay waterfront area. In May 
1933, while addressing the Apex Club he first put forth his 
proposal to build a swimming pool and bathing area at   
Eastern Beach, based on a design by structural engineer and 
architect, Harry Hare, whose design for the Eastern Beach foreshore redevelop-
ment won a competition in 1924-5.  

By the early 1930’s laws relating to the segregated bathing of men and women, as 
well as those relating to bathing in public had been relaxed, and McDonald had 
drawn up comprehensive plans to take advantage of these new freedoms, as well 
as to promote the scenic landscape of Eastern Beach. Although some improve-

ments had already started, work progressed 
slowly until McDonald was appointed as     
Surveyor (City Engineer) for Geelong on      
August 1, 1936. He was 38 years old, and for 
the next 20 years would do more to shape 
Geelong than any other person. 

Now with the full backing of the Geelong 

With a set of plans and shovel 
in hand, the bollard of Ian 

McDonald greets visitors to  
Eastern Beach on Geelong’s 

waterfront. 

“The design of the Eastern Beach 
Bathing Complex and landscaped   
reserve with curved sea walls… form 
an area of consistent and quite             
outstanding character, and it is the 
only known example within Victoria." 

Victorian Heritage Database 
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council, and with funding from the Victorian Government, the swimming and   
recreational facilities at Eastern Beach started to rapidly take shape, with     
McDonald closely supervising. In fact, in 1938, to be able to assist as much as    
possible, Ian and wife Violet took up living in the Walbaringa Flats, at 16-18      
Eastern Beach Road, overlooking the new swimming enclosure and promenade. 

When works concluded in 1939, the Eastern Beach Bathing Complex became the 
last major enclosed sea bathing facility to be constructed on Port Phillip Bay, and 
provided a focal point for Geelong's outdoor activities. The promenade was also 
significant, and is now the only original structure that has survived of the many 
sea-baths which once dominated Port Phillip Bay's foreshore. 

The completion of the Eastern Beach project coincided with the outbreak of 
World War II in Europe, and so, out of necessity, Ian McDonald’s attention       
became directed toward securing the Geelong area from possible attack,          
especially after Japan entered the war in 1941. That same year McDonald served 
as Secretary of the Geelong recruiting committee of the Royal Australian Air 
Force. In addition, for the remaining years of the war, he worked diligently to 
build air-raid shelters throughout Geelong, especially within school grounds, to 
provide protection from air attack. He also assisted with building an airstrip at 
North Shore [see box below]. 

When not required for active duty, many servicemen needed work and Ian helped 
out where he could. George Park, an ex-Air Cadet remembers: “He had a vacancy 
as both his draftsmen had left and joined the forces, and at that stage I had      
developed a reasonable amount of skill in drafting. So I...joined Ian McDonald at 
Geelong City Hall. I took this job and never 
regretted it - [He was] a wonderful man, a 
great engineer.” 

Once the war concluded, McDonald    
remained active, not only with city      
construction projects, but also within 
community affairs. He served as president 
of the Geelong Legacy Club, helping to 
care for the families of war casualties. He 
also actively raised money for the Red 
Cross, serving as chairman of their       
fund-raising committees. 

Ian McDonald died on March 6, 1963, 
aged 64, after a very distinguished  career 
working for the Geelong community. He 
is buried in the Eastern Cemetery      
alongside his beloved wife, Violet. 

North Geelong Airstrip 
Few locals may realise that during World 
War Two, an airstrip was built opposite the 
International Harvester factory at North 
Shore, with Ian McDonald supervising its 
construction. 

During the war, International Harvester  
converted its factory into making war       
materials. There was an urgent need for 
more pilots, as aeroplanes started to play a 
more dominant role in military strategy.  A 
British pilot training plane called the Fairey 
Battle was constructed at the factory and 
flown over to Sale where training for      
Australian pilots took place. The airstrip was 
closed once the war ended. 
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You have to pay for an inexpensive item but only have a 
$50 note. “Sorry,” says the shopkeeper, “I don’t have 
change.” What do you do now? This was a common scene 
for shoppers in Geelong 160 years ago. 

In the 1840s there was a small change crisis in the Colony of 
New South Wales. It was perhaps most severely felt in the 
Port Phillip District, and the NSW government was not keen 
to take responsibility for providing coins. Coins were made 
in England and, while the British  government could make a 

penny for less than a penny, the Colonial government could only buy one for a penny, 
and then also had to pay the cost of shipping them to Australia. Once the coins were 
worn out, they would also be responsible for replacing them. However, retailers    
already had a solution, when they issued copper tokens.   

On one side of the token retailers placed their name and business and on the other a 
figure of Britannia like the one on a real penny. When these arrived in 1849 they    
started giving them out in change as pennies from their shop. There was outrage in 
the morning papers the next day demanding that the police and law courts take     
immediate action. However the tokens were not forgeries, they were not copies of 
real coins and clearly stated what company had issued them. Soon, shops all over   
Melbourne and Geelong were ordering tokens issued in their name to give as change 
to customers. In Geelong, the most famous was issued by ironmonger—R. Parker. 

What happened to all the tokens? 
Well over half a million tokens were milled in Australia, but by the 1860’s regular    
currency was becoming easier to acquire and the use of tokens became less popular 
with customers. The Sydney mint then gathered a sample of the tokens in circulation 
and sent them to London for analysis (they are still in the Royal Mint’s collection). 
They were found to be of good quality copper and the British government accepted a  
request to purchase them at full face value. The tokens were withdrawn from         
circulation and shipped to London. Most were melted, alloyed into bronze and struck 
into new pennies, halfpennies and farthings—at a profit! 

Richard Parker arrived in Victoria in 1839 and established a general store in Elizabeth Street,    

Melbourne with a Mr Boadle. The partnership dissolved when Boadle left town. Parker then moved to 
Collins Street and continued his business until selling out to Germain Nicholson in 1844. He then 
moved to Geelong and established an ironmongery store (today we would call it a Hardware Store). 

Parker was very successful, and opened stores in Clunes, Back Creek (Talbot), Firey Creek and Ararat. 
His ironmongery stores issued at least ten varieties of tokens, all with the same inscription and figure 
on the faces, but with slight variations. When the tokens arrived, they were emptied out in a huge pile 
in the  window and, as small change was scare, people flocked to the shop to exchange their silver for 
the more convenient copper. 
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Part 3 
Buildings and Town Improvements 

 

 

 

 

Of course, no town or city exists without roads, buildings and 
other public facilities. Services had to be provided to homes, 
children had to be educated, men had to work and women had 
to shop. And of course, all wanted to enjoy life living in the best 
community in the world—at Geelong! 

In Part 3 we examine how the town got its start, how it           
gradually provided community services, and how slow but 
steady steps have made it the modern city we see today. 

Most of the places mentioned in the section are still visible    
today, or at least evidence can still be found showing where 
they once existed. How many can you identify? 
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In 1837, a township at Geelong was considered possible only due to a supply of 
fresh water available from the Barwon River. However, it soon became a matter 
of complaint that fresh water in the river depended on the position of the tide, 
which came all the way up from Barwon Heads, nearly 20km away. If the tide was 
up, the water tasted salty, and if there proved to be little rain in the area, even at 
low tide the water was still brackish. A solution needed to be found. 

By February 1838 Sir George Gipps had arrived in Sydney to replace Sir Richard 
Bourke as Governor of New South Wales which controlled the Port Phillip District 
at the time. Later that same year Geelong Police Magistrate, Captain Foster 
Fyans,* along with Major W.D. Mercer travelled to Sydney to see Gipps. They 
sought machinery and labour to complete an idea that had come to Fyans. Fyans 
later recorded their meeting: 

“I then introduced another plan, a hobby of my own, laying before His  Excellency 
a sketch of the Barwon River, proposing to throw a dam on certain points. ‘A 
dam?’ he replied, ‘What do you mean? A dam for what, to inundate the country?’ I 
called to his attention that the tide flowed into the river, it caused our water   
sometimes to be salt: that the dam was to prevent the occurrence, by keeping the 
salt water from being introduced. He kept the plan, vowing to see me on the     
following day, when he fully approved it, as the expenses estimated nothing but 
convict labour. He granted fifty convicts for this duty, ordering them to be shipped 
for Port Phillip with a few needed pieces of machinery for the purpose of            
removing large blocks of stone of many tons weight.” 

Work finally started on the dam (soon to be called the “Breakwater”) in late     
December 1838 or early January 1839. The water was 6-8m (20-25ft) deep with a 
muddy bottom several feet further down. The plan called for a wall 15cm (6”) 
higher than the high tide mark, resulting 
in fresh water being in constant supply 
upstream, while salty water could not 
pass the barrier and remained          
downstream. For the first five months of 
the project Foster Fyans supervised all 
construction personally before being 
called away on other duties. By that time 
the labour gang had completed about 
one-third of the dam wall. The entire 
wall was finished after 18 months of 

Although a main crossing of the Barwon River, 
the Breakwater regularly floods after heavy rain,   

requiring the road to be closed to all traffic. 

* See pages 32-33 for Foster Fyans’ story. 
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toiling. 

Life as a convict labourer working on the Breakwater was hard. Strict rules were 
enforced to bolster discipline and productivity. One unfortunate prisoner was 
charged in the Geelong Court-house with having strayed more than 550m (600 
yards) from his hut. The poor wretch pleaded with the magistrate to be sent to 
another work gang but instead, was sentenced to 75 lashes with the whip and 
then sent back to work. 

The new breakwater served well for the first 3 years which were comparatively 
low in rainfall. However, 1844 saw heavy run-off from rain wash away part of the 
wall. Hampered by very limited funds, repair work was completed in 1845 (at a 
cost of £178) but the road was so bad that bullock teams crossing at this location 
preferred to enter the water further downstream to avoid the uneven  surface. 

By 1847, 35 land owners, including the founder of the Geelong Advertiser, James 
Harrison, wrote to the town committee pleading for a better road surface to cross 
the river. The only other way to cross the river (without getting wet) was to take a 
punt which was set up in 1846. Funds were eventually acquired in 1849 and a 
proper road surface consisting of two courses of basalt blocks provided the 
smooth, durable road that residents      
needed. Apart from some widening and a 
layer of asphalt, little has changed on the 
Breakwater in 160 years. 

In 2011-12 Vic Roads constructed a        
flood-proof road from Belmont across to 
Fellmongers Road, effectively making the 
Breakwater crossing obsolete. Yet to this 
day it still holds back the flooding tide, and 
remains an important part of Geelong’s 
history, as well as a legacy to the convicts 
who built it. 

The 3.7m height clearance with the 
railway bridge above the breakwater 
was never designed to allow passage 
for the huge trucks that ply our roads 

today.  

Artists impression of the new road across the 
Barwon River, connecting Belmont to          

Fellmongers Road—completed in 2012. 

Geelong Advertiser photo 
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Due to the sand bar that runs across Corio Bay from Point Henry to Point 
Lillias on the northern shore, many early ships bringing passengers and cargo to 
Geelong could not enter the harbour area. Until the Hopetoun Channel was   
completed, opening up a 7m deep passage through the sand bar in 1893, larger 
ships had to disgorge their contents at Point Henry. While cargo was transferred 
onto lighters (flat-bottomed small boats) and ferried around to the main docks, 
the area around Point Henry itself and the road into Geelong 10km away, were  
filled with travellers on a regular basis. As a result, various enterprises sprang up 
to cater for their needs. 

Early attempts were made to establish Point Henry as a pleasure resort and picnic 
grounds. On October 1, 1849 the Point Henry Tea Gardens were opened, as     
advertised by the owner, Poet Bean: 

“the proprietor has spared no expense for the comfort of those who may wish to 
form some idea of what is meant by the word Paradise, he trusts the visits of his 
friends will be often and numerous. There is a boat, if required, at a moment’s 
notice. The situation is abreast the shipping, where you may see them gliding   
majestically on the water’s surface, some with wool, others with Barrabool ore, no 
more to return till it bears the impress of our beloved sovereign; there is another 
advantage, it is the shortest cut to California.” (Geelong Advertiser June 28, 1849) 

While this advertisement suggests a hint of desperation on the part of the new 
business investor, Poet Bean’s Tea Gardens remained in operation at Point Henry 

This view of Geelong (in 1853) from the corner of Gheringhap St and Ryrie St (beside the old 
post office building) shows Point Henry in the background, with many ships at anchor,    
unable to cross the sand-bar that blocked the entrance to Geelong harbour. 

State Library of Victoria 
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for over 40 years. Soon, Geelong residents could buy a return ticket on the       
excursion boat Sarah, from the main port to the Tea Gardens for 1s. (10c). 

Eventually other businessmen tried to cash in on the profitable venture. In 1871 
the Victoria Tea Gardens, including a hotel were established on 2 acres alongside 
the Point Henry Tea Gardens. These facilities advertised a rotunda to cater for 
bands and dancers, and a cellar stocked with wines. 

Then, on Boxing day in 1873 a tragic accident occurred. Due to the low tide the 
steamer Sarah could not get to the jetty to collect her load of passengers, a     
common occurrence. Following the normal procedure, passengers were loaded 
onto the smaller fishing boat, the Fanny, for transfer to the Sarah. Being drunk, 
the captain of the Fanny, Francis Sharpe, missed the Sarah and headed for       
another steamer. Realizing his mistake, he offered to sail his overcrowded boat-
load of passengers directly to Geelong. Unfortunately, the Fanny capsized in 
strong winds about 2km off Cowies Creek, throwing all her passengers into the 
water. Only half of the 20 passengers were able to be rescued. 

Despite this setback, Point Henry remained a popular day-trip excursion. In 1876 a 
longer jetty was built and new attractions such as an American bowling alley, and 
a quoit ground were introduced. By the year 1889 over 400 acres had been    
beautifully laid out as gardens. That year also saw the erection of the Bellarine 
Hotel, in what was described as the new “marine suburb of Geelong.”  

However, a lack of fresh water in the vicinity continued to hamper progress. New 
destinations for day-trippers began opening up in the bay—including Sorrento 
and Portsea on the Mornington Peninsula. In addition, recreational facilities in the 
township of Geelong were becoming more numerous, and so custom for the    
businesses at Point Henry gradually fell away. 

A few years earlier, in 1888, Richard Cheetham had     
purchased land between Point Henry and Limeburner's 
Point to harvest salt on the low-lying swampy ground 
there. Production commenced in 1894, the first clear 
indication that the area was destined to become an   
industrial rather than recreational locale. 

Eventually, in 1963 the entire Point Henry area became 
home to aluminium producer, Alcoa. Until recently, the 
smelter produced 150,000 tonnes of aluminium a year. 
The site also produced 90,000 tonnes of rolled             
aluminium each year for the domestic beverage can    
industry. Unfortunately in 2015 the factory had to close 
due to having old and inefficient smelters.  

Will Point Henry undergo further transformation as   
Geelong continues to expand? Only time will tell. 

The huge Alcoa unloading pier at 
Point Henry. 
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One of the main features of Geelong's picturesque waterfront is Cunningham 
Pier, which now includes a coffee shop, restaurant, and function rooms at the far 
end, all with great views of Geelong and Corio Bay. However the pier, which over 
its history has been rebuilt twice, has a heritage which is very different to today’s 
tourists and the smell of coffee. Let me tell you her story— 

As part of the Geelong to Melbourne railway, which opened in 1857, the           
contractors built an extension line which ran under Mercer Street, over       
Brougham Street, and then curved out towards the north-west over Corio Bay. 
Construction materials for the entire railway line were shipped to this wharf and 
taken by locomotive to the construction face as it snaked its way from Geelong 
toward Williamstown. The curved Railway Wharf, as it became known, became an 
oddity on the waterfront, since all other wharfs and jetties were constructed as 
we see them today—with a straight decking. 

The curved wharf was not a totally uncommon innovation of the nineteenth     
century, when it was felt that the curve made it easier for ships to dock and then 
resail, especially if there was a strong current running along the beach.  Being at 
the head of Corio Bay, the wharf certainly made a ship captain’s life easier        
exiting and entering the shallow shipping channel. But the drawback was that only 
one side of the wharf could be used to dock ships, unlike straight wharfs which 
could use both sides of the deck. 

The curved Railway Wharf did not last long. Like many of the bridges and other 
works on the early Geelong to Melbourne 
railway line, the materials used on the 
Railway Wharf were of low quality, and 
the workmanship performed by convict 
labourers was poor. Within a few years 
the shaky structure was deemed danger-
ous, and a replacement was ordered. 

The replacement Railway Wharf was  
completed in August 1863 at a cost of 

The second railway wharf, built in 1863 

E. de Balk 1866 
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£18,000. This new straight wharf ran out 
over 300m from the shore, into 6.8m of 
deep water at low tide. Thus, even the   
larger sailing ships of the time could now 
berth there. The wharf took over 16 
months to build, since the very best timber 
available—blue gum—had to be supplied 
from Corner Inlet,* and severe weather 
conditions had hampered logging and 
transportation of the materials. 

As can be seen from the photograph, the 
wharf was narrower at the beach end, allowing for only one railway track. Halfway 
down the wharf, the deck widened to allow for three railway tracks, enabling up 
to four ships to be serviced at any one time. Bulk goods were imported from all 
over the world, since there was little local manufacturing at the time. The main 
export was wool—in fact a direct line ran from the Denny Lascelles wool stores 
nearby (now Deakin University), straight out onto the wharf. In addition, a       
loading/unloading yard for the public was built beside the line between Brougham 
Street and Corio Street (where the Waterfront Church is today) providing a link 
between farmer’s vehicles and the ships tied to the wharf. 

During World War I the wharf underwent an upgrade and a name change—to 
Cunningham Pier—named after Cunningham Street which ran parallel with the 
railway down to the waters edge. Trains continued to run regularly onto the pier, 
but as the years rolled by, the type of goods carried varied. While wool remained 
the major bulk export, it was joined by wheat, barley, cement and dairy products. 
And boats bearing all sorts of manufactured items were gradually replaced by coal 

ships as the main import to Geelong, supplying fuel to the 
Geelong A Power Station nearby. 

During 1962-3 the pier was totally redesigned, with a  
concrete deck between the rails, and storage sheds      
running down the middle of the pier. However, the days 
of trains being used to load and unload shipping were 
numbered. The new grain handling terminal had been 
built in 1938 with its own bulk shipping pier. In 1954 the 
Geelong B Power Station opened in North Geelong. Being 
three times bigger than the Geelong A Power Station, it 
proved more feasible to ship coal to Corio Quay rather 
than to Cunningham Pier. In addition, bulk ships were 
now getting far to big to get into Corio Bay, with its      

*Corner Inlet—to the east of Wilson’s Promontory in SE Victoria. 
Reconstruction of Cunningham 

Pier in June 1962. 

Loading bags of wheat from train to ship, using 
electric-powered loading conveyors. c.1910 
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 shallow channel. As a result, wool         
merchants started transporting their 
bales to Port Melbourne.  

Geelong residents remember a few 
trains using the pier during the 1970’s 
and even up to the mid-1980’s.     
However, the line is now closed, and 
the new police station, law courts, bus 
interchange, and Pierpont Apartments 
now grace the land once used to transport Geelong’s freight to the pier. In 1994 
Smorgy’s Restaurant opened at the end of the pier in a major re-development, 
transforming the little-used pier into a tourist precinct. While Smorgy’s closed 
down in 2010, the pier remains a popular spot to enjoy a relaxing coffee or maybe 
just do a spot of fishing while breathing in the fresh sea air. 

While the link to the main Geelong railway system was severed in September 
1993, evidence of the railway’s long history in the neighbourhood still abounds.  

To ease the gradient from the main line down to the waterfront, the Railway 
Wharf line branched off to the left just after passing Latrobe Terrace. Pedestrians 
walking to the main station through the Roy Street tunnel had to wait behind a 
gate until the train had passed before being allowed to enter the tunnel. It could 
be quite a wait, with a maximum speed of 8km/h allowed on the line, and up to 
30 wagons being pulled by a locomotive. While the main line passes 4m above 
Brougham Street, the Wharf Line crossed Brougham Street at street level. No 
traffic barrier existed, so it was likely that a railway employee with a red flag held 
up traffic as the locomotive crossed the busy street. The cutting and railway   
crossing at Brougham Street are still visible today. 

A car yard and the new Police Station car-park are now built in the path of the old 
line, but traffic still crosses the old railway tunnel 
which travels under Mercer Street beside the 
Police Station. The tunnel is blocked by locked 
gates, and vandals and graffiti artists have made 
the entrance an unsavoury place to visit. 

After Gheringhap Street evidence of the line   
disappears except for the curve in Cunningham 
Street which paralleled the original tracks down 
to the pier. The rails reappear on Cunningham 
Pier under the feet of tourists strolling down to 
the end. As they walk along, hopefully they give a 
thought to the important role the tracks played 
in Geelong’s early history. 

The disused railway cutting and tracks 
running behind the old Terminus Hotel and 

across Brougham Street. 
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1841 
“Welcome to Mack’s Hotel sir. 
Joseph Mack is me name. I’m the 
owner of this hotel, Geelong’s only 
lodging place for visitors.        
Where’ve you come from today? 

Melbourne, eh? I hope you didn’t 
‘ave too much trouble crossing the 
Exe.* With the heavy rain lately, 
many’s a traveller whose ‘ad   
trouble at the punt there. The 
sooner they build a bridge across that river the better. 

I ‘ope you’ve got a pair of hobbles for that horse of yours. We ain’t got no stables 
yet, and we don’t want yer horse wandering away down Corio Terrace overnight 
now do we? But we do ‘ave plenty of hay. I’ll get one of the lads to bring some 
around the front for him, along with some water. 

How long ‘ave we been here you ask? Why, this ‘ere building was one of the first in 
Geelong. T’was built in July 1838 and originally known as the Wool Pack Inn. At 
the time there was only about 13 houses in the town, surrounded by dozens of 
tents. It’s built of rough-split timber slabs, but weather-proof enough. And in    
addition to the bar ‘ere, we have a parlour, 4 small bedrooms and a detached     
kitchen out the back. The women do the washin’ in the paddock next door along 
with the other townsfolk. I took over the business earlier this year, changed it’s 
name to me own, and plan to turn it into the finest hotel in the district! 

Now don’t you worry about that rough-lookin’ lot over at the bar. They may swear 
and cuss a fair bit, but they’re hard workers and good-hearted blokes. We get a 
fair few dock workers come up ‘ere after a days work to quench their thirst. Yes sir, 

with new settlers arrivin’ by ship every 
day, and the local farmers doin’ very 
well for themselves, this town is goin’ 
to boom, mark my words. In fact, we 
conduct lands sales ‘ere in the parlour 
on a regular basis. P’raps you may be 
interested in buying some land in the 
town? 

Anyways, I’ll get the missus to fix up 
one of the bedrooms for yer. I know 

This engraving of Steam Packet Warf on the Geelong 
waterfront by S.T. Gill in 1857 shows Mack’s Hotel in the 

background. 

Mack’s Hotel—as it appeared in 1935 * Exe: The Werribee River 
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she jist changed the straw in the mattresses earlier today, so there won’t be any 
bedbugs to keep yer company tonight. After you’ve freshened up, come back to 
the bar, enjoy a pint or two, and I’ll make sure the cook fixes yer up some vittles.” 

1883 
“Welcome to Mack’s Hotel sir. So, you say you’ve been here before? Well, you 
might notice a few changes have taken place. The place is now owned by the   
Geelong Club.* We hold our meetings here and lease out the rest of the hotel. Our 
future plan is to build new clubrooms on the block next door. 

You may recall Mr Mack had grand plans for this hotel. Unfortunately he became 
a victim of the depression that hit Geelong in the early 1840’s. In 1843 he sold the 
hotel to John Atkins and Robert Clarke. The poor fellow didn’t do much better after 
he sold the place, dying in 1868 from complications following a broken leg. 

Anyhow, it was Atkins and Clarke who followed through on Mack’s 
dream. In 1846 they demolished the old slab building, hired architect 
John Gill, and invested in the construction of the best hotel south of 
the Murray. It now contains a magnificent ball room, 64 feet by 29 
feet, undisputedly the finest room in any of the Australian colonies; a 
supper room, coffee room, eight sitting rooms, bedrooms for 78 beds; 
brick stabling at the rear for 44 horses, with coach house, loose boxes 
and much more. They decided to keep the same name for the hotel, 
building on the good reputation already established with customers. 
We purchased the property from them a couple of years ago. 

So, what brings you to Geelong this fine day? Oh, you’ve sailed down 
from Melbourne in the Edina for the wool sales, have you? Well,    

Dennys, Lascelles, Austin and Co. conduct their wool sales right here in our       
ballroom. You can inspect the bales in their warehouse just down on the corner of 
Moorabool Street, then come back here for a drink before the sales begin. Three 
other wool-brokers also have catalogues for the auction this afternoon. Wool   
prices are pretty solid at the moment, fetching between 10½ and 12½ pence a 
pound, so I hope you manage to get a good price for your clients in Melbourne. 

In the meantime sir, would you prefer an upstairs room or one on the ground 
floor? And just let me get one of the boys to help take your bags to your room.” 

1911 
“Welcome to Mack’s Hotel. I see you’ve arrived in one of those new automobiles. 
Just park it out front, away from where the horses and carriages pull up. It doesn’t 
cost anything to park just on the street here. 

* The Geelong Club—See the July 2011 edition of the Jillong Pocket for more information on 
this exclusive club. 

John Gill— 
Architect of the 

1846 Mack’s Hotel 
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George Strachan is my name. I’m the licensee of Mack’s Hotel now, even though 
the hotel’s in my wife’s name. I enjoy the hotelier business, but in Geelong at the   
moment, hotels seem to be located on every corner. So while business is         
struggling a bit, it means there’s plenty of rooms for you to choose from. 

You see, in 1888 the hotel was caught up in the Local Option debate,* and those 
clever gents at the Geelong Club next door obviously saw what was going to    
happen. The hotel being sold, it was taken over by members of the Temperance 
Society, who surrendered the hotel’s liquor license and turned Mack’s into a Coffee 
Palace!^ Can you believe it? It was them who built the second-story balcony and 
veranda on the front. Very nice in my opinion, but without being able to get a drop 
of liquor inside, it’s no wonder customers left in droves.  

Anyhow, my wife bought the property in 
1895, and we could only get a license to 
serve wine to our customers. But don’t you 
worry about that. Under the counter here 
we have any type of beer, wine, or spirits 
your parched throat may desire. Just keep 
it between me and you shall we? There’s 
no need for the Superintendent down at 
the police station to concern himself with 
what goes on behind closed doors here 
now, does he?” 

1952 
“So, you’ve come over to watch the        
demolition in progress have you? It’s a sad 
day when one of Geelong’s icons bites the 
dust. But it can’t be helped. In recent years 
George Strachan had let the place get run 
down, and finally, in December 1948 he surrendered his Australian wine license 
and closed the front doors after Mack’s had served the Geelong public for 110 
years. The following year it was sold to wool-brokers Strachan and Co. who own 
the building on the corner. They plan to expand their wool stores here. 

Hey, watch out! Good heavens, that wall has collapsed on young Ian Armstrong. Is 
he okay? Quick, someone run across the road to the Customs House and call an 
ambulance. Looks like he’s broken his leg and is suffering from concussion, poor 
lad. It’s a sad final chapter in the long history of Mack’s Hotel.” 

* Local Option—See pages 334-336 for more information on Geelong’s Liquor War and the 
Local Option vote. 

^ Coffee Palace—An alcohol-free accommodation facility, usually run by religious groups 
who frowned on the consumption of any form of liquor. 

This aerial photograph taken in 1926 shows (from 
left to right) the Geelong Power Station, the  
Geelong Club, Mack’s Hotel (arrowed), and     

Strachan and Co. wool store, along what was 
then called Corio Terrace, but has since been 

renamed Brougham Street. 
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The first customs officer arrived in Melbourne in 1836, only 
one year after the arrival of European ships and white men. 
Governor Bourke in Sydney was forced to accept the illegal 
settlement at Port Phillip as there was little he could do to 
prevent it. But he could at least ensure that smuggling was 
prevented and that customs duties were paid on all goods 
brought into the port at Melbourne.  

The primary role of customs officers was to calculate the 
tariff payable on goods imported into the colony. Customs 
officers spent a great deal of time measuring and weighing 
goods, and then calculating the amount of duty to be paid 
by the importer. The tariffs for different products varied, 
and officers consulted published lists. When ships arrived at 
port, passengers disembarked, the cargo was unloaded and 
the Customs ‘Landing Waiter’ checked the papers listing 
the cargo and persons on board. He then supervised the       
discharge of cargo and determined whether duties had to be paid. 

In the Early Days 

Geelong was proclaimed a town in 1838. At the 
time, Australia was still a series of separate 
British colonies which levied customs duties on 
goods coming from overseas and passing    
between the colonies. For some years, all    
customs clearances had to be made through 
Williamstown, forcing ships trading with      

Geelong to travel up the bay to Williamstown to receive clearance from the      
customs officer, before offloading their   
products back in Geelong. 

Located in the Botanic Gardens today is    
Geelong’s first Customs House. The small, 
square gothic timber structure was built     
using timber studs clad with quirk bead, 
weatherboards and a thatch roof. It was    
reported that the building was prefabricated 
in Sydney in 1838 before being shipped to 
Geelong. It was erected in Geelong that year 
and is claimed to be the oldest surviving 
building in Victoria. The only alteration to the 

After many years of trying, and many 
times being declined by Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, Geelong was finally  
declared a free port on August 1, 1848. 
This meant that no British tariffs applied 
on items being imported or exported 
whilst they were being held at the port. 

Geelong’s first Customs 
building (1838) is now on 

show in the Botanic Gardens 

Sketch of Geelong’s second Customs      
building—used until 1856 
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 well preserved building came in 1854 
when the thatch roof was replaced 
with shingles. When the first         
permanent stone customs house was 
built in 1854, the little wooden    
building was used for a short time as 
a Telegraph Office. 

For a few years a two-storey wooden 
building replaced the existing       
Customs “shed.” However, with the start of the gold rush and Geelong’s booming 
wool trade, it quickly became evident the a more substantial building was        
required to handle the increased trade in and out of the port of Geelong. The next 
Geelong Customs House was built in 1856 by Melbourne contractor W.G. Cornish. 

The design of this colonial Georgian style 
three storey structure can be attributed to 
colonial architect James Balmain, assisted by 
Edward Davidson. Classically modeled      
Barrabool sandstone was used on a basalt 
foundation. The structure is on the same 
site which has served as the Customs       
Reserve since 1838. The building is an          
outstanding example of freestone masonry 
construction in Victoria. Today, a restaurant 
operates from the bottom floor, providing 
diners with outstanding views of the Geelong waterfront. 

Moving Into the 21st Century 

The new Customs House located on Corio Quay Road at North Shore was officially 
opened on February 10, 2006. The new office enables Customs to board            
international ships faster and more effectively and further enhance its role in    
maritime security. The officers also conduct regular waterfront patrols, working 

closely with quarantine officers who 
are located in the same building. 
The officers based in Geelong also 
have access to a range of technolo-
gies, including mobile x-ray, trace 
particle detection technology, 
closed-circuit television and         
detector dogs. 

How times have changed! 

From 1838, when Geelong first became 
a town, until 1853 when the first      
channel dredging was started, a sandbar 
across the bay from Point Lillias to Point 
Henry prevented larger ships from     
entering the inner harbour. Ships were 
required to drop anchor in the bay and 
cargo was transported to Geelong               
on small, flat boats, called Lighters. 

Geelong’s Customs House in 1856 in Corio Terrace, 
now called Brougham Street. 

Customs House today— now 156 years old. 



112 

 

 

“Are we there yet?” the children whined 
as the Cobb & Co coach rattled along the 
well-worn country road. “Look for the 
black bull on top of the building. When 
you see it we will have  arrived,” replied 
their exasperated mother. The children 
strained their eyes forward, peering 
among the clouds of dust kicked up by 
the horses hooves toward the longed-for end of their journey. 

How many times this conversation was repeated in the early days of Geelong we 
will never know. But the black bull on top of the hotel at 22 Malop Street, two 
doors up from the Cobb and Co. terminal, is noted in many a traveller’s journal as 
the sight they first remember upon arriving at the town. 

In March 1848 Scotsman Alexander McLarty built the Black Bull Inn at the western 
edge of the town, near Gheringhap Street and the swamp beyond (now           
Johnstone Park). In those first few years business was brisk, and it proved to be a        
convenient location for town meetings planning the new town hall around the 
corner. In addition, a year later the Geelong Advertiser office was set up directly 
across the road in Malop Street, and so the Black Bull featured in many news   
stories of the day.  

Unfortunately, criminal activity was quite common in the town at the time, with 
theft, assault, and fraud being regularly reported in and around the Black Bull Inn. 
To make matters worse, Mr McLarty himself became a victim of robbery and   
assault. On the evening of June 8, 1849, Mr McLarty was set upon by 7 ruffians as 
he walked down the jetty to catch the steamer to Melbourne. They stole £40 in 
his pocket book and escaped into the black of night after a short scuffle.  

The stress of the job of inn-keeper eventually took its toll, and in October 1851 Mr 
John Dutch took over the Black Bull Inn and ran it for the next 4 years. Business 
remained brisk, but with the discovery of gold at Ballarat his business exploded. 
Soon, a coach service was set up, running a twice-daily service from near the 
Black Bull to Ballarat. Before the end of the decade this service was taken over by 
Cobb & Co who expanded coach services throughout western Victoria. The Black 
Bull even served as a booking office for the coach line after the main Cobb & Co 
office (located two doors down) closed its doors for the evening. 

In October 1855 the Black Bull Inn was purchased by Joseph Rice and his wife  
Sarah. After migrating to Australia and arriving in Melbourne on August 7, 1849, 
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 Joseph served as a steward on the Port Phillip Bay Steamers "Vesta," and "Lady 
Bird." He was the Licensee of Golden Fleece Inn at Moorabool Creek* before   
taking over the Black Bull Inn in Malop Street, Geelong. 

One of Joseph’s first decisions was to upgrade the premises. Engaging Bernard 
McNally, the original “inn” was converted into a larger 3-storey premises, with the 
bottom storey in the basement. In those days the kitchen was located in the  
basement of hotels, and Joseph installed a unique, small food service lift to   
transfer food and drinks more quickly to customers in the dining room on the 
ground floor. He also changed the name to the Black Bull ‘Hotel’ to reflect the 
enlarged establishment.^ It appears that the large stuffed bull was mounted on 
top of the front façade at the same time, an eye-catching sight for anyone       
entering the town. 

Advertising his new venture, the Ballarat Star stated (Oct 31, 1857 p.4): “[Joseph 
Rice] has spared no expense to render his new hotel one of the most advantageous 
for the country visitors to be found in this thriving city, having now at disposal 
abundance of rooms. The sitting rooms are furnished according to the best and 
most improved models, are spacious, and have ceilings 13 feet high. The            
bedrooms are equally lofty, well ventilated, and inhale the purest atmosphere, 
being on the second and third storey. . . The back premises of the inn are replete 
with every accommodation, and a stable with 12 stalls has been lately erected.        
Preparations are also on foot for arranging refreshment rooms in the wine cellars 
for ice drinks during the ensuing summer months, and every attention has been 
paid to the culinary department, so as to render it efficient, and second to no other 
house in town.” 

A few years later, in 1860, the Black Bull Hotel was one of the first buildings in    
Geelong to have gas lighting installed, with the frontage being “gaily illuminated,” 
and the sign of the house lit up every night. Of course, the most notable feature 
of the hotel was the black bull on the front parapet. The stuffed animal             
deteriorated over time, and in August 1876, it had to have a new skin put on it 
along with other running repairs. It continued to identify the hotel for a many 
decades, but Joseph Rice’s days were numbered. He died in early 1879, 6 weeks 
after selling off the hotel. 

Ownership of he Black Bull then passed through the hands of a variety of owners. 
At the turn of the century, the name was changed to the Orient Hotel, and was 
soon described as “the worst conducted [hotel] in Geelong.” A sad end to a      
famous Geelong landmark.      “Can you see the Black Bull yet?” 

* Moorabool Creek: Now called Millbrook, located halfway between Ballan and Ballarat on 
the old Melbourne to Ballarat road. 

^ The Black Bull Hotel is not the same as the Black Bull Tapas Bar & Restaurant, located at 
48 Moorabool Street, Geelong today. 
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Travelling west out of    
Geelong along Ryrie Street, 
the road name changes to 
Aberdeen Street in Geelong 
West, before being retitled 
Deviation Road, and then the 
Hamilton Highway. After some 
7km the traveller will arrive at 
the junction of the Barwon and Moorabool Rivers, and the suburb of Fyansford. 

From 1836, in the earliest days of white settlement, sheep belonging to Dr.      
Alexander Thomson could be seen grazing across the other side of the Barwon 
River on the hills of Highton. Then, in 1837, Captain Foster Fyans was assigned to 
Geelong as police magistrate. Fyans established his police camp where the 
Moorabool River could be forded—providing better access to the western       
districts, and giving the location the name ‘Fyan’s Ford’. The settlement soon  
became one of the earliest towns to be established near Geelong. 

In 1845 a flour mill was built on the banks of the Barwon River, taking advantage 
of the ford which was used by grain farmers out west. The Fyansford Hotel was 
then established in 1854, making it one of the earliest watering holes in the     
district. Many locals would meet up after a hard day of farming, joining travellers 
heading west toward the gold fields or the farming districts of western Victoria.  
The building itself, in typical 19th century fashion, lacked river views from within. 
You can still visit this historical hotel and enjoy a beer, or a meal today. 

Despite early prosperity, the area was prone to regular floods, closing the ford 
sometimes for many days before transportation could continue once more. Thus, 
a bridge was desperately needed. In 1854 a timber bridge was erected at the site 

of the police fort. This bridge was tolled up until 1877. It  
wasn't until 1900 that a three arch Monier reinforced brick 
bridge was completed nearby at a cost of £4,506. In 1970 
this bridge was replaced by a modern concrete bridge to 
handle the increased and heavier traffic flows. The Monier 
Arch Bridge still exists, used for pedestrian traffic only. 

 By 1859 the population at Fyansford had increased to such 
an extent that a post office was opened. Seventeen years 
later in 1876 a paper mill was built at Buckley Falls, using rags 
collected from Geelong and Melbourne to make top quality 
paper. In 1895 this mill became part of the Australian Paper 

The three-arch Monier brick bridge at Fyansford—pictured in 
1910. The Fyansford Hotel is on the far right. 

Women stacking paper in 
the Fyansford Paper Mill. 
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Mills Company, the predecessor of modern-day Amcor Limited. The haunting   
ruins of the old mill still look out over the Barwon River. 

While industry helped Fyansford to prosper, it had to wait until 1888 for the    
regions greatest asset to be discovered. Limestone, a key ingredient for cement, 
was first discovered in large quantities at Batesford 5km away. Thus, in 1890  
overlooking the river Junction at Fyansford, the Geelong Cement Works was 
opened by Peter McCann. A massive limestone quarry eventually grew beside the 
Moorabool River. A ropeway was provided in 1912 to transport limestone from 
the original quarry to the cement works site. In 1918 a railway line was extended 
from the North Geelong Railway Station to the top of the hill above Fyansford to 

transport the cement Australia-wide.  

After operating for more than a       
century, the Cement Works closed in 
2001, unable to compete with more 
modern and efficient cement factories. 
While the limestone quarry is still in          
operation, the unsightly, graffiti-
stricken ruins that now exist at the top 
of the hill are all that is left of this once 
prominent Geelong industry. 

Up until the 1930’s the only road into 
Geelong from the west extended along 
Hyland Street (originally called High 
Street) up the hill beside the cement 
works. The steep gradient of this 
stretch of road no doubt made it    
difficult for heavily laden drays in the 

pre-motorized era. Due to the difficulties of the steep climb, the citizens of     
Fyansford first petitioned for an alternative road to be built across the face of the 
hill as early as 1879.  Finally, construction began in 1931, providing much needed 
jobs for workers suffering during the Great Depression. 

The new stretch of road (Deviation Road) was completed in 1932 and officially 
opened in 1933. But the joy expressed by Fyansford residents was soon annulled 
by a series of tragedies. The problem? No guard rails were installed along the 
steep down-hill side of the road. Combined with the slippery road surface (during     
winter months no sunlight hits the south-facing road surface to keep it dry), and    
frequent land slides from the unstable upper hillside, disasters soon struck. 

For example, on December 2, 1934 two women were driving a horse and buggy 
back to Fyansford after attending church when their horse shied at debris from a 

This photo from 1972 shows the new and old bridges 
across the Moorabool River. 

Today they have been joined by a third bridge built 
nearby—moving thousands of vehicles everyday 

along the new Geelong bypass freeway. 
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landslide which covered the road. The horse backed up, sending the buggy with 
the two women on board catapulting down the steep incline on the side of the 
road. Both were thrown from the buggy and 51-year-old Miss Effie Clarke died 
from her injuries. Her older sister Adeline recovered in hospital. Guard rails were 
eventually built but landslides can still occur today, calling for caution on the part 
of motorists using the Hamilton Highway. 

By the mid-twentieth century the land on the 
south side of the Barwon River had been set 
aside for parklands, and in 1948 the new 
Queen’s Park Golf Club was established in the 
park. Originally a 9-hole course, it was      
eventually extended to the full 18-hole 
course we see today. 

From early days the land between the          
Barwon River and Deviation Road was used to 
grow grape vines, fruit, and vegetables,      
taking advantage of the rich fertile river soil. 
However, continuous flooding eventually 
discouraged farmers, after seeing their hard 
labours repeatedly washed downstream.    
Today the land forms part of Zillah Crawcour 
Park (see box).  

Now surrounded by walking and riding trails, 
the area where the two rivers meet is a     
delightful spot for bird-lovers, the youthful seeking healthy exercise, or those 
wanting to simply stroll around the area soaking in the fresh air cascading down 
the beautiful rolling hills at Fyansford. 

Priscilla (Zillah) Crawcour  
Zillah Crawcour had strong connections to 
the former Jewish synagogue in Geelong 
and played a huge role in the Geelong 
community. She served first as a councillor 
for the City of Newtown from 1957       
onwards. She died while serving her     
second term as mayor in 1977. 
Zillah was a founding member of the    
Australian Local Government Women’s 
Association and was awarded an Order of 
the British Empire for her contribution to 
the community. 
In addition to the park adjacent to the 
Queens Park Bridge being named after her, 
The Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary  
College has named a hall in her honour. 

The Fyansford Hotel has been serving customers for over 160 years 
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Any driver travelling through Geelong 
along Latrobe Terrace cannot help but 
admire the beautiful architecture of one 
of Geelong’s oldest buildings—St Pauls 
Church of England. 

From the time European settlement   
commenced in Geelong in 1838, the 
Church of England (Anglican Church) has 
played a prominent role in shaping the lives of local citizens. Before churches 
were built, the earliest religious services were held in private homes, perhaps in 
the living room, or maybe in a shed out the back. As the local population grew, 
the call went out to establish religious church buildings within the community. 

Between October 1843 and June 1847 Christ Church was built on the corner of 
Moorabool and McKillop Streets. Initially designed to seat 280 persons, it was 
expanded to hold a growing number of parishioners. However, those wanting to 
attend the Anglican Church soon outgrew this capacity. By 1850 Geelong’s              
population had grown to about 8,000, supported by only 2 Anglican clergymen in 
the entire town. Geelong’s second Anglican Church, St Pauls, was then proposed. 

The site of the church, and most early funding for construction was donated by 
the government in Sydney. On December 2, 1850 Governor Charles La Trobe 
turned the first sod of soil on the site, while the foundation stone was laid by  
Bishop Perry of Melbourne. But the project soon struck trouble. 

Seven months into the project, on July 17, 1851, building funds were exhausted. A 
call was made throughout the Anglican community of Geelong to come forward 
with extra contributions. To encourage subscriptions a list of all donors and the 
amounts they donated was published in the local newspapers. A trickle came in 
but stronger action was required. On August 4, 1851 church collectors were     
appointed. The town was divided up between the collectors, and a visit made to 
every church member, soliciting funds to go towards construction costs. 

While the collectors proved themselves unpopular with the locals, within a few 
weeks their jobs became redundant, due to the greatest event in Australia’s    
history—on August 8, 1851 gold was found near Ballarat. As news of the          
discovery spread, men abandoned Geelong in droves and headed to Ballarat. As 
far as St Pauls Church was concerned, the discovery proved to be bad news     
initially, but later, the very best of news! 
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With fortune-seekers crowding the roads to Ballarat, Geelong became like a ghost 
town, at least as far as men were concerned. While women, children, and the 
elderly remain behind, the typical noises that emanate from a bustling town fell 

silent. Workmen on St Pauls simply 
dropped their tools and headed up the 
Ballarat Road as fast as their legs,        
or horses, would carry them. On       
September 9, 1851 the projects        
architect, Charles Laing, pleaded 
through the pages of the Geelong    
Advertiser, for any carpenters and   
joiners left in the town to help         
complete construction on the church 
floors, doors and windows. No-one 
responded, and the construction site 
was abandoned for nearly two years. 

While some gold prospectors struck it 
rich, most did not. They eventually returned to their normal lives in Geelong, and 
discovered that a very tidy income was to be earned supplying goods to the     
gold-fields, as well as to the wealthy who chose to settle in Geelong. In addition, 
men sailed in from all over the world seeking their fortune, and many chose to 
remain in Geelong, especially those who had families. All of this activity swelled 
the size of the Anglican congregations in Geelong, as well as the church coffers.            
Donations were no longer in short supply. In the winter of 1853 work                 
recommenced on the site. Stonemason work was reported progressing nicely, 
and in July the timber framework for the roof arrived from Van Diemen’s Land 
(Tasmania).  

By February 1854, Geelong’s population had topped 20,000 and 5 
new clergymen had arrived in the town to care for them. Since St 
Pauls had taken so long to build, a number of corrugated iron 
church buildings and school houses had already been purchased 
from England, shipped to Geelong in kit form, and erected 
throughout the burgeoning suburbs. 

Finally, after some 3½ years of construction, in May 1854         
Archdeacon of Geelong, Theodore Stretch, presided over the 
opening service at St Pauls. But while services got underway, the 
building itself was far from complete. The original plan to          
construct a spire, at the front of the building was postponed, and 
stained-glass windows were yet to be installed. And over a year 
later, the internal plasterwork was still being completed. 

This early drawing of Geelong (1857) shows the 
‘finished’ St Pauls Church, without its bell tower. 

Stained glass windows 
featuring St Peter and St 

Paul. 

Terminus Hotel 

Railway Station St Pauls Church 
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A church bazaar was held on December 19-20, 1854 to raise 
funds for the church spire, but before the work could be 
started there was a change of architects, and designs. With 
a fast-growing population of now over 30,000, half of which 
were Anglican, many parishioners longed to hear church 
bells calling them to worship each Sabbath, just like back in 
England. Thus, instead of a spire, a bell tower was added at 
a cost of £800. The walls of the impressive tower at the 
base were made 1200mm (4’) thick, while at the summit the 
solid brick walls were still 840mm (2’9”) thick. 

While the tower itself was completed in 1865, it would be 
another 2 years before Geelong residents would hear the 
bells ring out—on Christmas Day 1867. Mounted on a frame 
of solid English oak, the largest of the eight bells weighed 
660kg (13 cwt). Bell ringers practised for nine months with 

hand bells to master the art of bell-ringing before advancing to the real thing.* 
After ringing out for over 110 years the eight bells were sent back to England to 
be serviced in the early 1980’s, before being reinstalled back in the tower, this 
time on a stronger steel frame. 

In February 1868 a final feature was added to the 
building. Two stained glass panels featuring St Peter 
and St Paul were installed, dedicated to the memory 
of Thomas Thompson, a local merchant and         
foreman of the Geelong Volunteer Fire Brigade. 

Over the years other additions were made on the 
site—a parsonage, a new sanctuary (1877), a      
Sunday School (1880), an Infant School (1884), and 
a Union Hall (1891). 

While religious services are not so well attended 
these days, most Geelong residents will know of 
someone who was christened, married or buried at 
St Pauls. And whether your spiritual preference is 
Anglican, or some other denomination, you still 
have to admire the skill of the tradesmen who toiled 
160 years ago to construct this Geelong icon—St 
Pauls. 

The 660kg tenor bell, tuned in 
the key of F, now mounted on 

its steel frame. 

*Bell ringing requires lots of skill. The team at St Pauls still 
gets together on Monday evenings to practise under the 
guidance of Tower Captain, David Hayes, in addition to 
performing Sunday mornings before  services start. 

Lit up at night-time, St Pauls Anglican 
Church provides an eye-catching scene 

for those driving down the hill on   
Latrobe Terrace. 
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“What’s the time?” How many times each day do you ask yourself that question? 
A glance at your wrist-watch, the clock on the wall, or perhaps your mobile phone 
quickly reveals the answer. But if you lived in Geelong 160 years ago, finding the 
answer may not have been so simple. 

While reliable time-pieces had been around for hundreds of years, they belonged 
mainly to wealthier citizens. A clock may have stood proudly on the mantelpiece 
at home, or a merchant may have tucked a watch into his waistcoat pocket, but 
for most Geelong residents, finding out the time of day was not so easy. Thus the 
need for a public clock in the town, in a location that could be seen by people 
everywhere, was very much needed. 

On May 1, 1845, seven years after the township of Geelong had been declared, 
Cr. George Thomas Lloyd put forward a motion to the town council that a block of 
vacant land be set aside for a town square. The town soon renamed the land  
Market Square, since it proved to be a very suitable location for the town’s       
produce market.  

In 1851 Geelong’s third mayor was elected—James Austin, the brother of       
Thomas Austin. James was a wealthy landowner who very much desired to see 
Geelong prosper as a town. As council funds were limited, he decided to donate 
some of his own money to fund a clock tower in the middle of Geelong, for the 
benefit of the whole town. 

In 1860 the Austin clock tower dominated the skyline in Geelong. 
 James Austin 

Picture: courtesy of the Geelong Heritage Centre 
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Since the colony of Victoria had only just been proclaimed that 
same year, the technical know-how to build such a tower with 
mechanical time-piece did not exist locally. Thus, when George 
Thomas Lloyd travelled back to England in 1853, he was     
assigned the task of designing the clock tower and contracting 
its construction and shipment to Australia. Lloyd’s design    
featured a weather vane at the top in the shape of a kangaroo, 
a delightful addition to the cast-iron frame tower that was clad 
in 14” x 11” cream and brown ceramic tiles. 

The tower was constructed by Messrs. Silvester and Co. in 
London. The 18m high tower was fully completed and erected 
in the inner London suburb of Clerkenwell, to the amazement of local Londoners. 
Its construction was so unique that it featured in the popular Illustrated London 
News in March 1855. A stairway ran up the inside of the tower to service the 
clockwork which also required winding once each week. The heavy weights which 
formed part of the winding mechanism hung down the middle of the tower. 
When finished, the entire tower was disassembled, packed into crates, and 
shipped to Geelong. 

Meanwhile, back at Geelong all was not well. Town councillors and prominent 
citizens heatedly debated the final location for the clock tower. Some councillors 
wanted to expand the centre market area to include a cabbage and fish market—
thus no room for such a tower. Others wanted the tower located in a more      
elevated position, perhaps at the top of Moorabool 
Street, Yarra Street or even Gheringhap Street. 
When the components for the clock tower arrived 
in November, 1855, the debate continued to raged 
on. Long-suffering Geelong citizens pleaded with 
council to make a decision. Finally, sanity prevailed 
and in July 1857 (nearly 2 years later) the founda-
tion stone for the tower was laid in Market Square. 

The clock tower remained until October 1923 when 
it was demolished to make way for the new CML 
Building. There was a public outcry, and no one was 
willing to demolish it. However, it was deemed too 
impractical to move intact, and was brought down 
by steel cables attached to a traction engine.  

While the tower was lost to Geelong forever, the 
clockwork inside the tower was relocated to the 
new tower of the CML Building. The clock faces are 
still visible as you walk past the building today. 

George Thomas Lloyd 

The CML building today, with the 
original Austin Tower clocks 
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What does a Kangaroo look like? Imagine trying to       
describe one to a person who had never seen one       
before. That was the dilemma facing Geelong’s George 
Thomas Lloyd: 

“Shortly after my arrival in [London], in the  year 
1853, I received a commission from the          
municipal corporation of Geelong, Victoria, to 
obtain an iron tower, suitable for the placing and       
reception of a handsome town-clock, value £200, 
“presented by Mr. James Austin, on his retirement from 
the mayoralty.” 

I determined to adorn the column with the figure of a 
kangaroo in gilded metal [but] not being sufficiently 
master of the pencil to draw the required animal to a 
nicety, I visited innumerable book and picture shops,    
in the hope of setting the knotty point at rest, by       

purchasing a pictorial representation of one. 

“Have you a good print of a kangaroo?” demanded I. 

“Um! Well! I don’t really know sir, but I’ll see. What’s it like sir?” 

“Why it’s like no other animal but itself,” was my reply, “unless you could affix a 
long twenty-five pound tail to a half-grown fawn, and cause it to sit upon its new 
appendage in a bolt upright position.” 

“Oh, Mr. Sharp!” exclaimed the young master, “Step forward: have we a picture 
of an animal sitting on its tail?” 

“Sitting on its tail, sir! Oh, yes, sir! Scores of them!” 

“Find some for this gentleman.” 

Sundry portfolios were immediately searched, when suddenly Mr. Sharp 
announced in a loud self-approving tone, “Here they are, sir!” producing, 
in the same breath, to my great disgust at so unpardonable a libel, a     

Geelong’s clock tower 
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packet of lusty old orang-otangs! 

Seeing that Mr. Sharp was not amiably disposed at my risible reception of his 
monkey pictures, I felt called upon to draw a kangaroo as well as I could for his 
special edification; when, on my exhibiting a rough sketch of the animal, all      
present burst into peals of laughter at Mr. Sharp’s boasted knowledge of natural 
history. 

Despairing, however, from this time, of obtaining a true picture of the 
graceful creature, I returned home, and after destroying several 
sheets of card-board and double-milled foolscap, I succeeded in   
tracing out a tolerable representation of the animal adopted in our 

colonial heraldic crest—not an orang-otang, but a noble forest kangaroo. 

But the architect draftsman—after all my trouble, anxious to please no 
doubt—took the liberty of coiling the tail, unpliant as a weaver’s beam, 
several times round the shaft-iron; which tail I caused to be rubbed out—
never having met with a ring-tailed kangaroo. 

(Excerpt taken from Thirty-three Years in Tasmania and Victoria, by George Thomas Lloyd) 

 

 

 

 

 

On the kerb of the east side footpath of Yarra Street, between 
Malop and Little Molap Street until quite recently stood the last of the cast 
iron hitching posts which had been placed in strategic positions by the local 
council over 100 years ago. These hitching post were erected on the edge of 

footpaths for the convenience of patrons of nearby   
trading houses, places where customers could  tether 
their horses whilst they executed their business. In order 
to preserve this relic, this last post has been stored in 
the Geelong Council yards. 

A humorous sidelight on this particular post is the story 
told of a leading citizen of earlier days whose habit it was 
to rest his white gloved hand on the top of the post, 
whilst waiting the return of his family, before unhitching 
and leaving for home. Observant youths who worked in 
nearby offices, upon noticing this habit, proceeded to 
pour printers ink in a hole caused by a flaw in the casting
- the result a dirty glove and a very red face. 



124 

 

By early 1854 the Victorian Gold Rush had been in full swing for over 2 years. While 
bringing untold wealth to the fledgling country, the prospect of instant wealth   
generated a major social problem for the town of Geelong—orphans. 

Hundreds of adults had rushed to the goldfields at Ballarat, abandoning their  
families. While some children may have been left with relatives or friends, family 
carers were often struck down by misfortune or sudden illnesses. Many died, 
leaving children without parents, or with fathers who were unable to be located 
out on the goldfields. Soon the streets of Geelong seemed filled with abandonned 
children.  

At that time the only avenue of “care” was through the Vagrancy Act, where   
children were arrested, brought before the courts and often imprisoned or placed 
in large children homes in Melbourne. The Geelong community regarded as    
urgent the establishment of an orphanage, fulfilling a social and moral              
responsibility to local children—both young and not so young. 

Successful businessman James Austin, along with Geelong Mayor and local      
doctor William Baylie, led the charge to build the Geelong Orphan Asylum. A   
public meeting was held which appointed Baylie as President of a newly           
established committee to oversee the project. Ladies were not permitted on the 
committee, but were expected to be active in supporting charitable work and 
fund-raising. The meeting was followed by a letter published in the Geelong    
Advertiser, pleading with local residents to help support the cause. (see box: An 
Appeal to the Public of Geelong.) 

By June 1854 over £6,000 had already been raised and meetings were held to 
establish rules for the running of the orphanage, as well as an operating           
committee. Finally, the foundation stone for the magnificent bluestone building 

The Geelong Orphan Asylum, at 150-220 McCurdy Rd, Fyansford, built in 1855.  
It now serves as a museum for the Geelong Cement Works. 
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was laid on March 14, 1855 at the site in McCurdy Road, Fyansford, after the 
Committee received notification that the Government had allocated further funds 
to complete the project. In 1856 the first 9 children were admitted and one year 
after opening it was reported that 44 children were housed in the orphanage.   

The supporters of the Geelong Orphan Asylum largely came from Geelong's 
Protestant community. While it had no formal affiliations with the church or other 
religious groups, the Catholics in town who had contributed to the building of the 
orphanage were annoyed that no Catholic representation was to be found on the 
operating committee. Concerned that the children were not getting a proper 
(Catholic) education, the church decided to build their own orphanage—St       
Augustine’s. Thus, in 1862, the name of the Geelong Orphan Asylum was changed 
to Geelong Protestant Orphanage, to clarify the asylum's religious connections 
and support base. 

In 1934 the institution moved to Belmont, as a result of industrial pollution from 
the Cement Works next door, and the prohibitive cost of repairing the building. In 
1955, the institution became an approved children's home under Victorian       
legislation and changed its name to Glastonbury - Geelong Protestant Orphanage. 
Now known as Glastonbury Child and Family Services, and based at 222 Malop 
Street, Geelong, they continue to provide counselling and support to families, 
along with long and short-term care for children. 

An Appeal to the Public of Geelong. 
The Geelong Advertiser Monday, April 24, 1854 p.5 

No country has ever attained a very high state of prosperity without also suffering from increased 
misery as its result; and there are no classes of unfortunates who are so well entitled to claim the 
assistance of the philanthropical and the Christian, as those who, from different causes may have 
been cast helpless and friendless on the world, namely, THE ORPHANS. In all towns, as well as     
Geelong, there may be said to be two descriptions of orphans; first, those who have been deprived 
of their parents through death; second, those whose parents have deserted them… 

No one is more intimately acquainted with the subject than myself. The numbers of deserted      
children who have been brought to the Police Office, morning after morning—some starving, some 
found living in sheds covered with filth and vermin—strongly call on me to make this appeal, and I 
well know I shall not make this appeal in vain: the liberal minded will come forward and effect this 
object. 

A few benevolent persons, under whose notice this has been brought, have 
determined in making an effort to save the fatherless and friendless          
children from want, disease, and crime. The generous donation of James 
Austin Esq., of £500, the grant from Government of 10 acres, beautifully 
situated on the hill, near Mr. Moody’s, New Town, for the erection of the 
building, seems an auspicious commencement of this high and holy object. 
I, therefore, now appeal to every class and every creed, to contribute    
according to their means to this institution… 

W. H. Baylie, Mayor. 
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Travelling by train from Geelong to Melbourne, the second bridge travelled    
under after leaving Geelong Station is the Telegraph Bridge. The present modern        
concrete bridge was built in 1971, and is a far cry from the original built back in 
1854. 

1854 was a year of great progress for Geelong, fuelled by the gold rush at         
Ballarat. Described as “the greatest invention of the age,” a telegraph line was 
built between Melbourne and Geelong, with the first message being sent on    
December 6, 1854 from a small “purpose-built” Telegraph Office (in reality, the  
tiny shed which had previously served as Geelong’s first Customs Office*) located 
at the top of Bellerine Street. In anticipation of this wondrous event, the owners 
of a new hotel built earlier that same year in Geelong West (then called Ashby) 
named their establishment the “Telegraph Hotel.” Naturally, to help people    
locate the adjacent bridge, it was named after the hotel; hence the Telegraph 
Bridge. 

Some have asked whether there was originally a level crossing on this site, but 
the answer is No! The wealthy investors who funded the railway project, based    
mainly in England, insisted that there be no level crossings the whole length of 
the railway between Melbourne and Geelong—all roads had to cross the railway 
by bridge. This condition for a railway line was unheard of before this time, and 
became extremely taxing on the contractors. They claimed that at many of the 
crossings, less than five vehicles a day would be expected to cross the railway 
line. Never-the-less, before the controversial clause in the contract was removed,   
several bridges were already in place, including the Telegraph bridge. 

Convict labour was used to build the railway sections and early bridges around 
Geelong. Since the Geelong Gaol (prison) had not yet been built, convicts were 
housed on the Sacramento, a prison ship moored in Corio Bay. The Telegraph 

Bridge was completed on December 
1, 1854. However, two weeks      
before its completion locals were 
already complaining that heavily 
laden drays could not cross it.     
Perhaps the bridge was not strong 
enough, or maybe the slopes on 
either side were too steep. Never-
the-less, it was nearly finished and 
the contractor refused to alter it. 

The modern Telegraph Bridge was built in 1971 * See further details on page 138-39. 
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Works were completed at the Geelong end of the railway by May, 1855 and the 
official opening of the Melbourne-Geelong line took place with much celebration 
on June 25, 1857. 

The poor construction of the original bridge was soon noticed by official eyes. In 
1859 a government commission reporting on the state of the Melbourne-
Geelong railway described the Telegraph Bridge as being “of the most inferior 
character.” The report went on to recommend the removal of the existing 
bridge, and the construction of a new bridge. This occurred in 1862. The new 
bridge (seen below behind the derailed train) was constructed with iron beams 
supported by bluestone abutments. At 11m wide it was much narrower than the 
original wooden bridge (20m). 

Due to increasing motor car traffic in the 20th century, the bridge eventually    
became a bottleneck; so, in 1929 the bridge was widened to 20m, but could still 
only carry limited weights. Thus, although not with the character of the earlier 
bridges, but with much more functionality we have the modern Telegraph Bridge 
of today. 

Train Derailment: Wednesday, August 20, 1873  11:00am 
Locomotive 23, a goods train bound for Ballarat, was passing Telegraph Bridge when the 
boiler exploded. The driver and stoker/fireman both suffered injuries. Six trucks and vans 
were greatly damaged by the explosion. The initial report from the investigating engineer 
found that the probable cause of the accident was faulty laminated boiler plates used by the 
manufacturers in England 12 years earlier. The bridge was the second built on the site by 
the Railway Department. The Telegraph Hotel can be seen in the background. 

Photo: Geelong Heritage Centre 2009/00119 
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Prince Albert Bridge 

“The new bridge over the Barwon, near Captain Fyan’s property, has just 

been finished. It is placed just where the West Melbourne road* crosses the 

stream. It is a wooden truss bridge, very strongly built, and will prove a great 

convenience to those who have been hitherto compelled to go round by the old 

Barwon Bridge, at South Geelong. It is built on eight rows of piles, varying 

from fifty to sixty feet in length, and driven into the bed of the river from    

fourteen to twenty-two feet. . . 

It was built by the Newtown and Chilwell Municipality, and cost, with the 

approaches and extras, about £5,500. It is to 

be called the Prince Albert bridge, and has a 

very pretty and light appearance. The  

bridge will not be opened until the by-law 

empowering the municipality to erect a toll 

upon it has been confirmed.”# 

 

(The Argus Tuesday, November 4, 1862 p.5) 

* Called Shannon Avenue today. 
# The current bridge over to Highton was erected in 1959. 

The Prince Albert bridge 
Captain Foster Fyan’s house is in the 

background. 

State Library of Victoria Photo 

Geelong– Moorabool Street Wharf 

“An inquest was held to-day, at the Stag and Hounds, on the 

body of a man found drowned this morning alongside the 

Moorabool street wharf. From the evidence, it transpired that 

the name of the deceased was Thomas Perry, that he had lately 

arrived from Deniliquin, and that he came down in the steamer 

last night from Melbourne. It is supposed he must have fallen 

off the wharf after leaving the steamer, as the night was very 

dark, and there were no lamps on the wharf to guide any      

passengers landing there. The jury returned a verdict of “Found 

accidently drowned,” but 

added, as a rider, that the 

authorities were guilty   

of great neglect in not 

having lamps placed on a 

wharf where passengers 

were landed at night.” 

(The Argus January 21, 1863 p.5) 
The Moorabool Street wharf c.1910 

Geelong Heritage Centre photo 
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1840—1842 The first Post Office in 

Geelong was a corner of a store on 
Barwon Terrace, South Geelong. 

1842—1857 The office of the       

Geelong Advertiser Newspaper in   
Malop Street doubled as a Post Office. 

1857—1890 A permanent Post Office was built on the corner of Ryrie and 

Gheringhap Streets. Demolition began in 1889 to make way for the next Post 
Office on the same site. 

1891—1994 The new Post Office on the corner of Ryrie and Gheringhap Streets 

was constructed from bluestone supplied by Mr. 
Nash’s quarry at Lethbridge. It opened on April 27, 
1891 after considerable labour and material supply 
troubles. However, it was worth the trouble– the     
building is now over 120 years old and looks as good as 
new. 

 

 

 

Although the building opened for business in 1891, the 
clock tower did not have any working mechanism until 
July 1911, when clockworks from London were         
installed. Each clock face was 2.5m in diameter, and 
five bells, the largest weighing 765kg, chimed the 
hours. The clock still keeps perfect time. 

1994—the Present The current Geelong Post Office is located on the corner of 

Little Myers Street and Gheringhap Street. 

The cost of mailing a letter in 
1891 was one penny. (1 cent) 

Geelong Post Office 1857-1890 

Geelong Post Office 1891-1994 
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Although initially built in 
1891, the Geelong Post 
Office building on the   
corner of Gheringhap 
Street and Ryrie Street did 
not feature a clock or 
chimes much to the dis-
may of Geelong residents. 
Provision was made in the 
design for these features, 
but a lack of funding at the 

time saw the post office open with an empty tower. For the next twenty 
years official photographs of Geelong, as well as post cards featuring the 
post office building had the clock-faces drawn onto the photos by hand; 
locals were too embarrassed by their unfinished post office to show the 
empty tower without clocks. 

Eventually, in 1910 a committee was organised and named the “King        
Edward Memorial Clock committee” to raise funds and investigate the     
installation of a clock and chimes into the vacant tower. Much publicity and 
promotional activity took place in July and early August of that year. It 
proved to be so successful that, in the three weeks leading up to August 24, 
1910 over £1000 had been raised by local residents and businesses for the 
new installation.  

Then, on October 28, 1910 at a meeting of the clock committee it was     
decided to write to the Minister for Home Affairs and ask for permission to 
install a new clock and chimes. However, not all Geelong residents were in 
favour of the committee’s recommendations. Concerns were raise by the 
postal department objecting to chimes being installed, claiming that they 
would disturb post office workers. In 
addition, a Victoria Inspector of Works 
who was sent to Geelong reported      
the “chiming” and “striking” would          
interfere with the proposed  extension 

c.1901  The Geelong Post Office in Ryrie Street. Notice the clocks 
are not installed yet.  

In 1911 the Geelong Post Office was a 
busy place—with 153,700 letters 

passing through in one week during 
December of that year. 

State Library of Victoria Photo 



131 

 

of the local telephone exchange. 

After consultation with the Chief 
Electrical Engineer Mr. Hesketh, 
it was determined that neither 
the chiming nor the striking 
would interfere with the postal 
workers nor the telephone     
exchange. The Minister for 
Home Affairs, Mr. O’Malley, then 
gave permission to erect the 
clock with bells that would strike 
on the hour and also chime. 

On Friday, December 22, 1911 a 
ceremony was held to officially 
start the new clock and chimes. 
At the foot of the tower is an 
Australian marble tablet with the 
following inscription: "The clock 
and chimes in this tower were           
subscribed for in the year 1910 
by the citizens of Geelong and district to commemorate the illustrious reign 
of their late beloved Sovereign, King Edward VII., who reigned 1901-1910." 

Alderman H. A. Austin, the chairman of the clock committee, who was     
presented with a gold plate pea-knife with which to cut the cord holding 

the pendulum, said it gave him 
great pleasure to accept the 
gift. In cutting the cord he    
trusted the pendulum would 
swing for very many years. 

The Post Office moved to the 
corner of Little Myers Street 
and Gheringhap Street a few 
years back, and the old Post 
Office building is now utilised by 
children’s services. But the clock 
in the tower still keeps perfect 
time today. 

This photo was taken in 1910. The clocks were not yet 
installed, so the clock faces were drawn onto the photo 

by hand. 

The old Geelong Post Office building today. 

Geelong Heritage Centre Photo 
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After taking two years to build, the two-story Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent 
Asylum (hospital) was officially opened on April 23, 1852. The first in-patient was 
admitted a week later on April 30, 1852. The institution was divided into two  
distinct   sections—the Infirmary for treating the sick, and the Benevolent Asylum 
for housing the aged. The hospital section occupied the upper story of the      
building while the old folk's home was located on the ground floor. 
The Infirmary 
The stated objective of the Infirmary was "to afford medical and surgical aid to 
the poor persons requiring it, and for casualties." At the time, Geelong was 
booming as a result of the gold coming from Ballarat and Bendigo. While many 
wealthy persons around Geelong could afford to pay for private medical         
treatment (doctors and nursing staff visiting the home), such was not the case for 
the less fortunate. Community sentiment, led by many of the church leaders,     
eventually raised the necessary funds to build the hospital. 
Strict rules of acceptance were applied and the following patients were excluded 
from admission: pregnant females for the purpose of confinement, the insane, 
those having a contagious or infectious disease, sufferers of epilepsy, the        
disorderly and homeless from the streets, children under five years of age, and 
those seeking treatment for venereal disease for the second time. As time went 
by these rules were relaxed. 

The Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum, pictured in 1866. Located on Ryrie Street the 
central block was first opened in 1852. The east and west wings were  opened in 1856, and 

the front portico was added in 1857. 
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During the first year 344 patients were treated. Yet, despite this, the Geelong 
Infirmary was in danger of closing due to a lack of funds. The church groups along 
with concerned citizens rallied to raise more money to keep it open, if necessary 
shaming the wealthier sort around town to donate. The Geelong correspondent 
for the Melbourne newspaper, The Argus writes: 

“It is most certainly a most disgraceful blot on the escutcheon
#
 of Geelong, that so 

much exertion is required to raise funds to support the hospital. There are many 
men amongst us at present who have filled their purses to an almost incredible 
amount, at the expense of that very class of the community who require most aid 
from such an institution. These gentlemen, perhaps, are not expected to give much 
towards supporting the hospital; but there is no doubt that they could very easily 
afford a donation of £500 each, without either injuring their credit at the bank, or 
being thought guilty of any great excess of gratitude to the people who have 
raised them to their present affluent position. If they have a spark of gratitude in 
their composition, they will not now forget those who have made them               
independent.” (The Argus September 13, 1853 p.5) 
The Benevolent Asylum 
Better known today as an Aged Care Facility, The Benevolent Asylum was for the 
"reception of the poor and distressed, with a view to afford them consolation and 
assistance" in old age. However, the inmates of the Benevolent Asylum were a 
mixed group. Very often the incurables from the Infirmary were transferred there. 
In an age when vaccinations were just starting to be understood and trialled,     
hospitals were always overcrowded and had to turn many sufferers away, unable 
to help them. They were cared for by loving family members as best they could 
before dying at home. 
Geelong’s growing population, and genuine concern for the suffering among the 
poor, led to a new ward being built for the Benevolents in 1879. The 1870s also 
saw the addition of lunacy* and fever wards. By 1922 pressure on beds in the 
Infirmary was so great that it was decided to close the Benevolent Asylum and use 
the site to build a new hospital. The new Geelong and District Kitchener Memorial 
Hospital (as it became known) was opened on March 13, 1924. The building still 
remains today, although the main hospital is located on the opposite side of Ryrie 
Street. Kitchener House is now used for hospital administration as well as a     
training facility for nurses. 

#
Escutcheon: A shield displaying a coat of arms or patriotic emblem. Geelong did 

not actually have one at the time. 

*Mental health problems, caused by sexually transmitted disease were rampant at 
the time. By 1914, 75% of all cases of insanity treated in Victoria were caused by 
the sexually transmitted disease, Syphilis. Nearly all were women. Today, most (but 
not all) cases of mental illness can be linked to drug and alcohol abuse, especially 
cannabis use. 
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On December 8, 1846, preliminary     
arrangements were made for the       
establishment of a Mechanics Institute 
in Geelong. Unfortunately, in what was 
to become a well established pattern, 
the Institute faced almost continuous 
financial difficulties right from the beginning. The original membership of 106 
persons who paid an annual subscription of £1 was clearly insufficient to meet the 
costs of running the institute. Survival came through fund raising from social   
functions, the donation of books and, in 1849, Governor George Gipps provided a 
grant of £200. However, by 1851 membership had fallen to 61, and a lack of     
interest, financial insolvency, and a depleted population due to the gold rush led 
to the disbanding of Geelong Mechanics Institute in 1853. 

The Institute was revived a year later in November 1854, and a number of         
fortuitous circumstances combined to ensure its continued survival. The             
Legislative Assembly of Victoria offered £1500, conditional on a similar amount 
being raised locally. The Institute then amalgamated with the rival Geelong       
Literary and Scientific Society and an experienced librarian, Benjamin Wheatland, 
was employed. Wheatland’s expertise contributed much to the revival. In the 
aftermath of the gold rush, prosperity returned to the town. By 1858 membership 
at the Institute had reached 502 persons. 

What is a Mechanics Institute? 
A community organization consisting mostly of volunteers. The Institute provides a venue 
and facilities to run community educational classes and entertainment, as well as other 
events. Mechanics Institutes were the pioneers of adult education in Victoria. 

Why is it called “Mechanics” Institute? 
The nineteenth century term “mechanic” meant artisan or working man.  

Where did the Mechanics Institutes come from? 
The Mechanics Institute movement began in 1800 when Dr. George Birkbeck of the          
Andersonian Institute in Scotland gave a series of lectures to local mechanics. The lectures 
were free and proved popular. They led to the formation of the Edinburgh School of Arts 
(1821) and the London Mechanics Institute (1823). The movement spread quickly       
throughout the British Empire. 

The Mechanics Institute in 1866 
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In its heyday, the Geelong Mechanics 
Institute was the principal place of 
amusement in town. Before His Majesty’s 
Theatre was built in Market Square, the 
large hall at the rear of the  Institute  
contained a well appointed little stage, 
suitable to conduct performances. The 
reading room was  furnished with         
the leading Colonial, European and        
American newspapers, magazines, and 
reviews. A well selected library of 11,000 
volumes was consulted extensively. 

Then, on June 21, 1926 a suspicious early morning fire at the Mechanics Institute 
destroyed the hall and stage. (It was the 4th fire outbreak in the building within a 
3 month period.) The City Fire Brigade received the alarm from a signalman at the 
railway station. When the firemen arrived the hall was burning from end to end. 
Ten minutes later the high wall forming the back of the stage collapsed. 

The extensive damage was valued at £20,000. Mr. Allan Wilkie was the heaviest 
loser, as most of his stage fittings and property, including props and costumes for 
his upcoming Shakespeare plays were inside the building and were subsequently 
destroyed. The Mechanics Institute would have to start again from scratch. 

The reconstructed Mechanics Institute was opened on June 9, 1928, with the  
addition of a new library, which was arranged so that all books were within view 
and the shelves were arranged in a circular pattern. 

Since 1858 Geelong also had a separate public library on Moorabool Street      
behind the current Commonwealth Bank building. It was sold by the Geelong City 
Council for £25,000 in 1953, to make way for the current 6-storey office block. 
The next library was built in Little Malop Street, and when it was combined with 
better schooling facilities for children, 
the Mechanics Institute was no longer 
in required. In the 1970’s the building 
was incorporated into the master plan 
for the Geelong Performing Arts     
Centre (GPAC). 

These days, the ground level of the  
old Mechanics Institute building are 
shops that front onto Ryrie Street, 
and the second storey holds a ballet   
studio owned by GPAC. 

The first Victorian Mechanics Institute was 
the Melbourne Mechanics Institute         
established in 1839 and renamed The      
Melbourne Athenaeum in 1873. The         
Athenaeum continues to  operate a library, 
theatres and shops in its original building at 
188 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

From the 1850s, Mechanics Institutes    
quickly spread throughout Victoria wherever 
a hall or library, or a school was needed. 
Nearly a thousand were built in Victoria and 
about 562 of them still remain today. 

The Mechanics Institute building on Ryrie Street, 
now a part of GPAC. 
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Located today on the south-east corner of Moorabool and Little Malop 
Streets in central Geelong is 
the Bright and Hitchcocks 
building. Since   1855 the 
building, although receiving 
many makeovers in its life-
time, has stood as a        
shopping icon in Geelong.  

The Bright and Hitchcocks 
store had its origins in two 
stores, one run by the    
Hitchcock brothers in Yarra 
Street, and the other by    
William Bright in Moorabool 
Street. The two drapery        
businesses merged in 1855 
at the current location, and 
their department store 
opened under the "Bright 
and Company" name. In 
those days carts pulled by 
teams of bullocks passed 
each other, through knee-
deep mud in winter and 
among clouds of dust each 
summer, as they plied up 
and down Moorabool Street. 
The name "Bright and Hitch-
cocks" was adopted in 1861, 
and that name remained 
prominent on signs above 
Moorabool Street and Little   
Malop Street until 1968.  

William Bright retired in 

c.1861 Drawing of the corner of Moorabool St and Little 
Malop St, with Bright and Hitchcocks in the background. 

c.1880 Lithograph by Fergusson and Mitchell 

c.1901   Photo: State Library of Victoria 

The changing face of 
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 1865 and the son of one  of the 
founding brothers, Howard 
Hitchcock, was the last of the 
two families to run the store, 
retiring in 1926. 

Bright and Hitchcocks became a 
public company in 1950 with 
almost 600 shareholders. In 
1959 the company was           
purchased by Foy and Gibsons 
Ltd, who later merged with Cox 
Brothers. 

Cox Brothers ran into financial 
problems in 1966, and in March 
1968 the store was sold to new 
owners, who changed the name 
to "Brights". It was sold again in 
January 1969 to Sydney based 
Burns Philp and Co, who           
renamed the store "Mates". The 
final sale was in 1976 when Chas 
Moore took over the lease, 
changing the name again, this 
time to "Moores". 

1979 saw Moores closed. The 
building was then divided into a 
number of smaller stores at 
street level. Since 1982 the     
upper floors have remained 
empty.  

In recent years many of the 
shops in the building have       
remained empty, as customers 
have shown their preference for 
free parking at suburban      
shopping centres. Is it time for 
another makeover? 

1916. Bright & Hitchcocks is decorated with signs and 
flags, encouraging citizens to donate to the Red Cross in 
support of Australian soldiers during WWI. 

1950 Bright & Hitchcocks celebrate their centenary. 

A recent photo of the Bright and Hitchcocks building. 
7Eleven now occupies the street-level corner shop. 
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Nestled into a back corner of the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens is the oldest building in Victoria—the      
original Geelong Customs office. Built in 1838, it 
served on the Geelong waterfront for 7 years        
before being replaced. However, this tiny one-room 
building also served as Geelong’s first Telegraph 
Office when the wire service first came to Geelong in 
December 1854. 

In May 1855 the service moved to a more substantial brick building in McKillop 
Street. This was still considered a temporary site, (located “too far out of the    
centre of town”) until a more permanent home could be built in Ryrie Street.  

Most likely designed by prominent Colonial      
architect, Henry Ginn, the Telegraph Station was 
finally constructed in 1857 by builders  Patterson 
and Bell, using Barrabool freestone. It was the 
centre of communications for the Geelong district 
for many years. At the suggestion of the Harbour 
Trust, a time ball was erected on the Telegraph 
Station tower in 1862. (see opposite page) 

In 1870 the telegraph business was amalgamated 
with the post office and the telegraph building 
was handed over to the postmaster for use as a 
residence. It was used for this purpose until 1881. 
The building then remained unoccupied for      
several years. Subsequently it was occupied by 
various government departments until it was   
vacated by the Health Department in 1971. For 

the last 44 years, uses 
for the building include a tourist information centre and 
a photographers studio. 

 

Next time you are in Geelong, why not stop and       
admire the beautiful stone craftsmanship of the        
Geelong Telegraph Station, in Ryrie Street between the 
old Post Office and the Mechanics Institute. 

Geelong Telegraph Station in 1882 

Victoria’s oldest building, and     
Geelong’s first Telegraph Office 

An early telegraph Morse Code 
transmitter 
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It is a Time Ball. 

Since 1829 time balls were located near important  
harbours across the world to give mariners a chance to 
accurately reset their chronometers (clocks) which 
were used to determine longitude, helping them to 
navigate safely across the world. Eventually the use of 
time balls to establish accurate time was aided by     
telegraph signals. Hence, the link with Geelong’s       
Telegraph Station, which was clearly visible to ships in 
Corio Bay 150 years ago. 

How a Time Ball Works 

Time balls are usually dropped from the top of their 
pole at 1pm (although in the USA they are dropped at 

12 noon). They are raised half-way 5 minutes earlier to alert ships, then with 2 
minutes to go they are raised to the top. The ball is then dropped at 1pm by an 
electrical signal sent directly from Greenwich, England. The time is recorded when 
the ball begins to  descend, not when it reaches the bottom. 

The first time ball was erected at Portsmouth, England in 1829 by its inventor 
Robert Wauchope, a Captain in the British Royal Navy. By 1833 a time ball was 
installed at the Greenwich Observatory in London by Astronomer John Pond.   
Scientists throughout the world recognized that worldwide official time-keeping is 
kept by the Greenwich Observatory. Since its installation in 1833 the Greenwich 
time ball has dropped at 1pm every day.  

Geelong’s time ball was built in 1862 as part of the        
Williamstown to Geelong telegraph line. The time signal 
was received from Williamstown on the electric telegraph 
and relayed to Geelong’s citizens, and shipmasters, by the 
releasing of the ball at 1pm daily (except Sundays). 

The historic time ball on the tower of the Geelong        
Telegraph Station was rebuilt and dropped for the first 
time at 1pm on January 12, 2006. The ball, measuring 
about 1.5m wide, sits on top of a flag pole surrounded by 
a cast iron barricade. The new ball is a slight deviation 
from the original metal ball; this time constructed from           
fiberglass making it safer and more durable. Although 
seen often in the raised position, it appears that Geelong’s 
time ball is now only dropped on special occasions. 

Geelong Telegraph Station today 

The Royal Observatory in 
Greenwich, London. The time 
ball is clearly visible on top of 

the building. 
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The Geelong Gas Company was a 
private company set up to produce 
and distribute town gas in the city of 
Geelong. From a gasworks in North 
Geelong it converted coal into town 
gas for use in homes and industry. 
The company was founded in 1858 
and existed until 1971 when Geelong 
was converted to natural gas and the company was bought out by the Gas and 
Fuel Corporation of Victoria. 

The first attempts at establishing a reticulated (piped) gas supply in Geelong was 
made in 1854. However it was not until July 1857 that a meeting was held at the 
National Hotel to establish a gas company in Geelong. The first official meeting 

was held on August 20, 1857. 

April 1858 saw the company start its search for 
land to erect the gasworks on. The first site 
chosen was in central Geelong at the corner of 
Bellerine Street and Brougham Street (the    
current site of Harding Park). However, this site 
was rejected by nearby homeowners, as well as 
by government representative, M.J. Strachan, 

due to the health issues of having the plant in the town. The Gas Company Act of 
June 4, 1858 prohibited gas production within the Corporation of Geelong   
boundaries, leaving the company to find another site. 

Land was then purchased on the western side of the railway station at North   
Geelong from the Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company for the gasworks. 
The sale was accepted in March 1859, and 6 acres were acquired for £1,200. A 
railway siding for the gasworks was provided in September 1859. It became the 
first private railway siding in the Geelong area. 

By the end of World War I capacity at the gasworks was stretched. A new head 
office was built in Ryrie Street in 1920 and  the gas works were rebuilt with new 
technology in 1924. 1925 saw the first industrial use of gas, which before this, was 
primarily used in households. 

In 1957 the No. 5 gas holder was erected in 
Riversdale Road Newtown at a cost of 
£110,000 to serve proposed gas main        
extensions south of the Barwon River. By 

The first gas lamp connected to the 
system was tested on May 3, 1860. 
Three weeks later on May 24 there 
was an official event marking the first 
gas lamp in Geelong. 

The Geelong Gas Company under construction in 1858 

Before gas came to Geelong, street 
lamps were fueled by Sperm Whale 
oil. However, by 1894, the town of 
Geelong and surrounding areas were 
lit by 356 gas street lamps. By 1913 
most of the major street lighting    
contracts had been lost to electricity. 
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1958 the company had 18,000 customers and 
290km of gas mains throughout Geelong 
which grew to 400km of gas mains by 1963. A 
new gas holder of 1 million cubic feet capacity 
was also commissioned during 1964, built by 
the Power-Gas Corporation Australia Pty Ltd. 

During the 1960’s production of gas from coal 
became an obsolete technology. By 1963 the Geelong Gas Company had changed 
production methods, using a Onia Gegi reforming plant to convert hydrocarbon 
gases from the Shell oil refinery at Corio into town gas. The new reforming plant 
was visited by many other gas companies as an example of modern Syngas      
technology. (The former coal carbonising equipment was only used when coke—a 
by-product of the gasification process was required.) However, this new           
technology was also very quickly out-dated. Why? 

The towns gas production was shaken by the discovery of abundant reserves of 
natural gas in Bass Strait. On March 16, 1967 a letter of intent was signed by the 
Geelong Gas Company with Esso Exploration And Production of Australia Ltd and 
Haematite Petroleum Pty Ltd to buy natural gas from their Bass Strait gas fields 
for a 20 year period. The cost of conversion of the Geelong system to natural gas   
was estimated at $2.5 to $3 million, with the likely completion date of 1971. The 
conversion entailed building a new pipeline from Melbourne, purging the old gas 
from the mains, change over all the burners in all the gas appliances, changes to 
valves in the distribution network to permit the higher pressures, and removal of 
the now unneeded gasworks.  

The main natural gas pipeline between Geelong and Melbourne was finished in 
February 1971. Costing $1.7 million, the pipeline was designed to operate at a 
maximum pressure of 1000psi, and carry 60 million cubic feet of gas a day.      

Conversion of homes to natural gas   
commenced on March 15 1971, starting 
at suburbs furthermost from the         
gasworks, and was completed in August 
that year. 

A takeover bid by the Gas and Fuel     
Corporation of Victoria was made in 
1970, offering shareholders in the      
Geelong Gas Company $3.40 per share. 
The takeover was successful when 70 
per cent of shareholders accepted this 
offer, and the Geelong Gas Company 
ceased to exist on June 30, 1971.  The Geelong Gas Company in 1926 

The gasworks were demolished in 
September 1972, but the railway   
siding and the concrete foundations of 
a gas holder are still visible on the site   
today, on Slevin Street, North         
Geelong. The company offices in Ryrie 
Street are now listed on the Victoria 
Heritage Register. 
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In many ways the history of      
the beautiful church, St Mary of 
the Angels, is the history of    
Geelong. From humble, uncer-
tain beginnings, the town of  
Geelong grew with the gold rush 
years, survived two World Wars 
and in the ensuing years, rich   
and lean, expanded to become 
Victoria’s second largest city. 

Over the years St Mary of the 
Angels, too, has grown and today 
is certainly one of the finest church buildings in Victoria, an icon for Geelong. Such 
is the majesty and historical significance of St Mary's, that it is officially recognized 
by the National Trust of Victoria and the Historical Buildings Council. 

The first catholic priest in Geelong, Father Michael Ryan, arrived on September 8, 
1841 and held his first Mass in a cottage in South Geelong two days later. A small 
wooden chapel was erected in Yarra Street in November 1842 thanks to                
donations from the congregation. This modest hut was one of Geelong’s first 
churches, as the town had only been officially proclaimed four years earlier. 

Over the next few years an influx of Irish immigrants swelled the district’s catholic 
population to around 1,000. This meant that the wooden chapel was simply too 
small, so the generous congregation set about raising the money for a new 
church. A design by Melbourne architect, Samuel Jackson, was put forward and 
accepted with the foundation stone for the church being laid on August 19, 1846. 
The church was completed, and opened by Father P.B. Geoghegan, on October 6, 
1847. Thanks to the gold rush which started in 1851, generous donations were 
made available to fund church activities, and Geelong’s Catholic worshippers    

continued to prosper as their numbers grew. 

By the following year (1852), the number of 
Catholics in Geelong had grown to almost 
4,000, and so it was decided that the          
congregation needed an even larger church. 
This new church was designed, not just to be 

At a height of 64 metres, 
St Mary of the Angels is 

the tallest building in  
Geelong and the fourth 

tallest church in Australia. 

St Mary of the Angels Church in 1875 
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 a place of worship, but a building that would do justice to the name St Mary, 
demonstrate the devotion of the local Catholic congregation, and one which 
would serve as a striking landmark for all of Geelong. 

A tender was placed in the Geelong Advertiser on September 29, 1854 and draw-
ings put forward by Messrs. Dowden and Ross were accepted. The plans were for 
a magnificent gothic revival style, cathedral-like building, 200ft [61m] long, 130ft 
[40m] wide and costing £40,000. It was to feature a giant bluestone spire, flying 
buttresses and exquisite rose windows. The bluestone construction would be 
complemented with the finest Barrabool sandstone quarried from the local hills. 

Later that same year (1854), and amid widespread celebrations, the foundation 
stone of the new St Mary of the Angels Church was laid. However, despite the 
gold rush bringing many wealthy citizens to 
the community, two years later work on the 
new church had to cease due to a lack of 
funds. The grand vision of Dowden and Ross 
had become nothing more than an eyesore 
within the community. 

Then, in 1871, after seventeen years, the arrival of Archdeacon Slattery to        
Geelong became the catalyst needed for work to recommence on the church, and 
the following year architect T.A. Kelly prepared revised plans for the completion 
of the church. Despite the fact that the spires were not yet installed, it was an 
impressive structure that dominated the local landscape. It seated over 1,000 
people and was lauded in the local press for its artistry. It remained in this semi-
completed state for the next 60 years. 

Finally, in 1931 work began on the completion of the church as it had appeared in 
the original plans, including the     
addition of the central tower and 
bluestone spires. Six years later, in 
June 1937, and in the midst of the 
depression, the work was completed. 

While others who live in Geelong may 
have a different religious persuasion, 
or no religious beliefs whatsoever, 
there is little doubt the basilica is the 
most eye-catching building in         
Geelong—a testament to the          
designers and the skill of Geelong’s 
tradesmen. 

In 2004 St Mary of the   
Angels became Australia’s 
fifth basilica upon gaining 

Vatican approval. 

St Mary of the Angels Basilica today 
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The first proposal for a railway at Geelong was for a 200 mile long wooden railed 
horse drawn tramway to run from Geelong to the Western Districts. This early 
proposal never got off the drawing board. 

The first serious attempt to connect Geelong to Melbourne by railroad came in 
1850. However, the private company behind the project collapsed within 2 
months due to lack of financial support. Shortly after this, prominent Werribee    
resident Thomas Chirnside (owner of the soon-to-be-built Werribee Mansion), 
offered land free of charge as long as a station was built at Wyndham (now called 
Werribee). Situated half way between the two ports of Geelong and Melbourne, 
Chirnside was keen to have faster transportation between his growing farming      
interests in the area, and the markets. His offer was soon accepted by a British-

backed consortium, the Geelong and Melbourne 
Railway Company. 

On September 20, 1853, Governor Charles La 
Trobe travelled down to Geelong by steamer to 
turn the first sod of turf on the railway and lay 
the foundation stone of the Geelong station. A 
sealed bottle containing an appropriate          
message, gold, silver and copper coins was 
placed under the stone (Hmm, is it still there?) 

Contracts were let for the construction of the 
railway, including a wharf at Geelong* and  
bridges over the Little River and Exe (Werribee) 

Opening of the Geelong and Melbourne Railway for public traffic by Sir Henry Barkly,       
Governor-in-Chief of the Colony of Victoria—Geelong Railway Station June 25, 1857 

June 25, 1857 was the opening day 
of the Geelong to Melbourne      
Railway, and the first train departed 
Geelong at 10am amid great      
fanfare. 

However, two miles out of Geelong, 
Henry  Walters, locomotive Superin-
tendent for the G&MRC, was fatally 
injured when he was knocked from 
the train while passing under the 
bridge near the Ocean Child Hotel 
(today's Separation Street bridge). 

* See further details on page 104. 

http://www.railgeelong.com/locations.php?name=Separation%20Street
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River. One initial problem faced by the Railway Company 
was a shortage of labour—the Victorian Gold Rush was 
in full swing! To ease the shortage, in June 1854 the 
Government hired 100 prisoners to the company at five 
shillings (50c) each daily. The prisoners were housed on 
the penal hulk Sacramento, brought from Williamstown 
and moored near Limeburners Point in Corio Bay. Life as 
a convict, living on the Sacramento, and working on the 
railway was cruel to the extreme. Prisoner discipline was 
brutally enforced at times. 

By October 8, 1856 the permanent rail line extended ten 
miles from Geelong to beyond Duck Ponds (Lara) and on 
October 14 a trial passenger trip was made. From       

November 1, a mixed train service operated twice daily between the two places. 
In January 1857 the service was extended to Little River and then to Werribee. 

On June 25, 1857 the railway line was officially opened as far as Greenwich 
(Newport). Passengers then had to walk down the pier and get on a steamer to be 
conveyed on to Melbourne. The station at Newport was originally called 'Geelong 
Junction' and then 'Williamstown Junction'. In 1858 the terminus moved forward 
to Williamstown Pier. Then in the following year, after construction of a river 
bridge, the Government built railway between Melbourne and Williamstown was 
opened. Passengers could now travel by       
privately owned railway from Geelong to    
Williamstown Pier, then by Government        
railway to Batman's Hill (Spencer Street).  

At first no goods were carried by train because 
no sheds or loading spaces were provided at 
the terminus at Newport. The trains only ran in 
the daytime as most of the line was single track 
and unfenced and cattle could easily wander 
onto the track making travelling at night       
dangerous. 

Financial troubles resulted in the London 
shareholders of the company voting in May 
1859 to sell the railway to the Government. 
September 3, 1860 saw the official transfer of 
the railway and all rolling stock assets to the 
Victorian Railways. The Victorian Government 
still has the controlling interest in the          
Geelong—Melbourne railway today. 

In 1876 there was an 
attempt to wreck a train 
from Geelong which was 
carrying horses for the   
Flemington Races. A section 
of rail was laid across the 
railway line at Skeleton 
Creek (Hoppers Crossing). 
The engine was damaged 
when it hit at top speed, but 
was able to continue to 
Newport. Despite a reward 
being offered, the offenders 
were never caught. 

On April 4, 1884, the Geelong       
Advertiser reported a frightful train 
crash between Werribee and Little 
River. Three people were killed and 
20 were injured. An inquiry subse-
quently revealed that the collision 
between the passenger train from 
Geelong and the goods train from 
Melbourne, was caused by an       
incorrect telegram sent by the 
daughter of the Werribee station-
master, Mr Biddle. 

Thomas Biddle had left his daughter 
in charge of the station whilst he 
attended choir practice. He was 
charged with manslaughter but 
found not guilty. As a result of the 
accident, the Government paid 
£23,000 in compensation. 
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The Geelong railway tunnel was built as part of the extension of the Geelong line towards 
Colac. At 422 metres in length, it runs underneath the edge of the town centre between 
McKillop and Ryrie Streets. Construction began in 1874 and the first public train ran on 
February 4, 1876. Below is a timeline of newspaper extracts detailing the construction 
and early events relating to the tunnel— 

Tenders were opened yesterday by the Board of Land and Works for the           
construction of the first section of the Geelong and Colac line... The tender of 
Messrs. Overend and Robb, £49,612 5s 8d ($98,612.58), was accepted. 

The Argus September 26, 1874 p.8 

The first sod of the Geelong and Colac Railway was turned on Thursday morning 
[October 15,1874] at 8 o'clock… without the assistance of the hon. Commissioner of   
Railways or any other magnate, in the presence of three burgesses and sundry small 
boys, drawn together by the novelty of seeing about 30 stalwart fellows, with picks and 
shovels, muster on the sloping ground leading down to McKillop street, at the south end 
of the tunnel. 
The ceremony observed was somewhat peculiar, and would doubtless have astonished 
the demonstration committee. About half the gang, armed with round-nosed shovels, 
stood in a circle, while the rest, each with a pick on his shoulder, stood in a circle outside 
the shovel men. At a given signal from the foreman, each man in the inner circle lifted his 
foot and pressed the point of his shovel into the soil, while the pick men formed into line 
across the ground to be broken up, and drove the picks into the ground. Then off came 
coats and waistcoats and (in some instances) the outside shirts of the navvies, and in a 
few minutes the spot, which before was as quiet and as dull as possible, became a scene 
of bustling activity. 

The Sydney Morning Herald October 22, 1874 p.5 

An inquest on the body of Thomas Shaw, killed by falling down a shaft over the    
railway tunnel on Thursday night, was held this evening. The  evidence showed that 
the deceased was being lowered in a chair or sling, when the main rope, alleged to 
have been tied to the chair loop with three half-hitches, got unfastened, and the 
deceased fell about 50ft. [15m] to the bottom. He struck on a bucket, and had his 
legs and ribs fractured, and the viscera* ruptured. He died immediately. A verdict of 
accidental death was returned by the jury, who considered that the chair fastening 
should be a fixture. The inquest lasted five hours. 
*Internal organs                                                             The Argus November 28, 1874 p.7 
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The aboriginals of Australia are evidently not au fait* with the "ins and outs" of railway 
travelling, judging by the terror exhibited by the well known Colac blackfellow, Billy    
Murray, when going through the railway tunnel near the Geelong station, on the Colac 
line. "Billy," who was  being taken to Geelong gaol, in charge of constable Armfield, to 
undergo a month's imprisonment for riotous conduct, upon entering the tunnel, 
shrieked out in an alarming manner, and laid hold of the constable round the neck for 
protection. His terror at the darkness was something extraordinary, and he thought that 
he was being taken out of the world to some unknown and terrible place. The relief of 
the sable William upon the train emerging from the tunnel can be  better imagined than 
described. 
*knowledgeable                                          The Sydney Morning Herald March 12, 1877 p.5 

The total length of the tunnel is 1,386ft. [422m] and yesterday 700ft. [213m] or more 
than half, had been completed. the work, so far as it has progressed, appears to be of a 
most substantial and well executed character. The tunnel, it is estimated, will be       
completed, or very nearly so, by Christmas next... The contractors may well be            
congratulated on the progress they have already made. From the south to the north 
entrance of the tunnel there is a rise of 29ft. [9m], or 1 in 50. This by some people might 
be considered a somewhat steep gradient, but it has been found necessary in order to 
save a large amount of cutting after reaching the flats beyond. 

The Argus May 25, 1875 p.7 

A social gathering took place at the railway 
works, Geelong, yesterday, to celebrate the 
finishing and formal opening of the tunnel at 
the commencement of the Geelong and 
Colac Railway… Mr. Watson performed the 
ceremony of laying the last stone of the   
tunnel with a silver trowel. On this trowel 
were the words, "Presented to Robert     
Watson,... on the occasion of laying the last 
stone of the tunnel. Geelong and Colac    
Railway, l6th November, 1875." ...The toast 
was drunk in bumpers, with all honours. Mr, 
Watson… complimented the contractors 

upon the faithful manner in which the work had been finished. 
The social proceedings then terminated, an engine with       
carriage attached, containing a number of gentlemen, in charge 
of the locomotive foreman, subsequently went through the 
tunnel and returned. 

The Argus November 17, 1875 p.5 

In 1874 the cost of a return 
train ticket between Geelong 
and Melbourne was: 
1st Class:   9s 6d.    (95c) 
2nd Class:  6s. (60c) 

An early photo of the southern entrance to the     
Geelong railway tunnel c.1890. 
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Located one hour drive west of Geelong is the pretty lakeside city of Colac. 

Prior to European settlement the area around Lake Colac was occupied by the 
Kolijon Aborigines. The town's name is thought either to derive from this tribal 
name, or from an aboriginal word referring to the ‘fresh water’ in Victoria’s      
largest fresh water lake. 

The number of indigenous people living in the area when white people arrived is 
uncertain, but there were mostly likely at least a few hundred aborigines living off 
the many resources offered by the lake. John Co-Coc-Coine, known as 'King of the 
Warriors,' was the last chief of the local tribe. He died in 1865. 

The first European to settle in the area was the pastoralist Hugh Murray. Murray 
was born in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) in 1814, the son of an early settler. At 
age 23 he responded to reports of good land over on the Australian mainland in 
the Port Phillip District. Murray arrived on The Gem at Corio Bay in 1837, a year 
before the township of Geelong was founded. 

Other Europeans also came to explore the vast western plains of the Port Phillip 
District. In the same year Murray arrived, two explorers, Joseph Gellibrand and 
George Hesse travelled around the Lake Colac area, and then disappeared! While 
some believed that local Aborigines were to blame, a later report of skeletons 
found near Port Fairy suggests the 2 men became disoriented and died from    
starvation in the unfamiliar Australian bush. They are remembered today in the 
naming of the township of Gellibrand, a river, and as Colac street names. 

Thus, it must have been with a little apprehension that Murray, along with other 
pastoralists seeking good grazing land, headed west from Geelong. While Thomas 

Murray Street, Colac, in the late 1850s, for much of the year a muddy quagmire. 
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Austin stopped to establish Barwon Park 
near Winchelsea, Hugh Murray continued 
west, settling near Barongarook Creek at 
the southern end of Lake Colac, building 
his first homestead in 1840 in what is now 
Chapel Street. 

In those early formative years it was a 
lonely life of hard work for the men who 
settled in the area. Then, in 1846, a new 
arrival rocked the district—in the form of 
a 23-year-old woman. Miss Young was 
born in Edinburgh, Scotland. She had    
immigrated to Van Diemen’s Land with 
her family, her father becoming a solicitor 
in Hobart town. When she married Hugh 
Murray she became the only white     
woman for many miles. Together with her 
husband she shared the hardships of   
managing a large sheep run and establish-
ing a life for herself in the fledgling        
community. It was later noted by the town that Hugh Murray’s fortune was only 
made with the help of his hard-working wife. The Murray’s eventually had 14   
children (no TV in those days!), some who died early in life.  

Murray’s location, on the third largest volcanic plain in the world, proved to be an 
excellent site to run sheep. He was soon joined by other settlers and the town of 
Lake Colac* was proclaimed in 1848. A Post Office opened that same year on the 
1st of July. With so many new settlers in the area, there proved to be a need for a 
town council and magistrate, accompanied by police officers. That same year, 
1848, the governor of New South Wales appointed Hugh Murray to become the 
new magistrate and the local citizens voted Murray to the position of council 
president, an honour he held to the day of his death. 

Hugh Murray died after a long illness on July 28, 1869, aged 55. Many            
newspapers throughout the country lamented the loss of one of Australia’s     
earliest, and most respected pioneer settlers. His wife continued to live in the 
family home until she died in 1892, aged 69. Colac’s main street, now part of the 
Princes Highway, is named in Hugh Murray’s honour. 

Would you like to know more about Colac’s history? Why not visit the information 
Centre in the middle of the city and obtain the brochure on Colac’s Heritage Walk. 

The “Bad” Shepherd 

In 1854 Hugh Murray employed a couple 
of shepherds named Thomas Brookhouse 
and Patrick Geary. Brookhouse was out 
looking for missing sheep when he       
disappeared without a trace. Patrick 
Geary and his wife soon left the district. 
Fifteen years later a boy out rabbiting 
found the skeletal remains of Thomas 
Brookhouse under a pile of rocks near 
Lake Corangamite. Brookhouse had had 
his head smashed in. 

It took Police two years to track down 
Patrick Geary and charge him with     
Brookhouse's murder. A friend of Geary 
told the court that Geary had killed   
Brookhouse with an axe to stop him from 
informing Murray of Geary's sheep    
stealing activities. Geary was hanged in     
Melbourne in 1871. 

*The town was renamed “Colac” in 1854. 
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During the late 1800s, Geelong's increasing importance as 
an industrial centre, along with worrying overseas trends 
showing Britain was losing her traditional markets to the 
United States and Europe, were factors that spurred leading 
Geelong citizens to campaign for greater technical training. 

The Gordon Technical College  opened on September 14, 1887, as a single-storied 
hall (later becoming the Davidson Restaurant, on the corner of Little Malop Street 
and Fenwick Street) and operated mainly night classes for tradespeople. The    
facility was named after English Major General Charles Gordon, who had died 
during the siege of Khartoum in the Sudan, Africa in 1885. 

A year after opening, classroom and office space was added with the building of 
the first of the Fenwick Street towers. A chemistry lab (now the Koori Unit)      
followed in 1889 and a two-storey trade shop (now the theatre) in 1890. The  
centrepiece of the Fenwick Street facade was built in 1892 but the third and    
balancing stage, housing electrical and physics labs and architectural drafting 
rooms, wasn't completed until 1916. 

The post-World War I period was something of a building boom at the Gordon. 
Public subscriptions paid for the 1921 Lascelles Memorial Chemistry Building to 
commemorate the father of Geelong's wool trade. The Lascelles style continued 
in the 1928 Bostock Memorial, which comprised a lecture theatre and memorial 
hall (now the Gordon Gallery and executive offices). 

Major General 
Charles Gordon 
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Demand for placements in the Wool Classing 
course (which was started in 1891), led to 
further expansion. The wool sorting room was 
enlarged, though it was later dwarfed by the 
Percy Everett designed 1930s Wool School 
and Everett's modernistic Textile College   
facing Gordon Avenue (1949). By this period, 
the Gordon had built on all the available 
space on the Fenwick Street site. It was time 
to go west. Linked by a passageway above the 
railway line, building began on the Latrobe Terrace side of the city campus in the 
1960s with an engineering diploma block, followed by a humanities building. 
Eventually expansion outside the city centre also became necessary.  

Land was purchased at Waurn Ponds in 1969 and the first building, the Applied 
Sciences block, was constructed. A library and student lodgings followed in 1975. 
However, the following year (1976), the Gordon's Waurn Ponds campus was    
converted into Deakin University, named after Australia's first Prime Minister, 
Alfred Deakin.  

As well as redeveloping its city campus during the 1970-80s, the Gordon           
expanded to new locations, including the Geelong East Technical School site on 
Boundary Road. Recent government funding towards ongoing improvements at 
the East Geelong Campus will continue to ensure the best possible education  
experience for all The Gordon students 

In recent years the Gordon has operated across three campuses, offering up to 
400 nationally recognised courses to over 18,000 students each year. There is 
hardly a Geelong family that has not had at least one member benefit from this 
renowned educational facility, now celebrating over 125 years in Geelong. 

The Textile College– built in 1949 

Geelong Railway Station 
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The establishment of Geelong 
College dates back to 1861, and even 
after 153 years, it still remains one of 
Geelong’s most prominent educational 
institutions. 

The Anglican Geelong Grammar School had started in 1855, located in Newtown. 
But while the early churches in Geelong often cooperated together and shared 
each others facilities, there were constant disputes over who should have control, 
especially when it came to financing the schools and setting the school               
curriculum. Flinders National Grammar School (now Matthew Flinders Girls     
Secondary College), was established as the first all-boys non-denominational 
school in Geelong in 1858 to provide an alternative to church influence.         
Scotsman, George Morrison* was appointed its headmaster.  

Then, 2 years later, when the Geelong Grammar School had to close 
due to financial difficulties. Presbyterian minister Rev. Alexander J. 
Campbell saw an opportunity to establish a Presbyterian boys 
school in its place. He approached George Morrison, who was an 
elder in his Presbyterian Church to run the new school. Geelong 
College opened on July 8, 1861 at Knowle House at 8 Skene Street, 
Newtown with 62 pupils (Demolished in 1964). 

While Morrison was headmaster and main teacher, a church        
committee ran the school business. And like Geelong Grammar 
School, Geelong College soon ran into money troubles. By 1864 the     
finance committee was heavily in debt. Morrison was frustrated at 
their lack of efficient management. Eventually the church agreed to 

sell the school to him on condition that he paid all their liabilities. Under          
Morrison’s direction, in 1871 a fine new school building was opened in Talbot 
Street, Newtown, which is still part of the Geelong College campus today. 

What was it like going to Geelong College under Morrison’s tutorship? The strict 
headmaster insisted on scholarship and character, gained through religion, as the 
essentials of education. In a time of stern discipline, his canings were feared less 
than his lectures on the punishments coming upon the wicked after they died. 

The two classes (junior and senior) were always opened with daily prayer,        

Geelong College’s 
first principal: 

Dr George Morrison 

* George Morrison was the father of better-known adventurer, author and government 
advisor George Ernest “Chinese” Morrison. His story appeared in the October 2010     
edition of the Jillong Pocket. 
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followed by such subjects as Latin, Classical Greek, French,        
mapping, Roman history and elocution (correct speech and      
behaviour), in addition to typical subjects of today– English,     
geography, mathematics and drawing. Rigid exams were held for 
all students, and many young Geelong boys excelled, going on to 
the University of Melbourne with notable success. 

Thirty-seven years after starting the school, Morrison was still 
teaching, but gradually had passed over administration to his third 
son, Norman. Then sadly, on February 15, 1898, while taking a 
class he felt faint and died within a few minutes. The school continued to be run 
and owned by the Morrison family until 1908, when it was sold back to the      
Presbyterian Church of Australia. Norman Morrison stayed on as Headmaster 
until the following year when he tragically died. His gun had accidentally gone off 
while climbing through a fence on his Mount Moriac property. 

In recent years Geelong College has come 
under the control of the Uniting Church 
of Australia. Among the list of principals 
at the college is former Australia Test 
Cricketer Paul Sheahan. 

Geelong College is still based in         
Newtown. Now a co-educational college 
(since 1974) with over 1,200 students, it 
covers from kindergarten to Year 12 and 
has both boy and girl boarders. 

Knowle House in Skene St, Newtown, location of the 
first Geelong College campus in 1861. 

Many well-known Australians have passed 
through the doors of Geelong College. 

 Sir Albert Coles—founder of the Coles 
retail chain. Also former chairman of TAA 
Airlines and Melbourne Lord Mayor. 

 John Button—former Labour Senator  

 Robert Doyle—current Melbourne Lord 
Mayor  

 Don Kendell—founder of Kendell Airlines 

 Bill Dix—former Managing Director at 
Ford Australia and Chairman at Qantas. 

 Sir Frank Macfarlane Brunet—Nobel Prize 
winner for medicine  

 Guy Pearce—actor 

Current and former sports stars include: 

 Alistair Lord—Geelong VFL footballer 

 Ian Redpath—cricketer 

 Ed Curnow—Carlton AFL footballer 

 Edward “Carji” Greeves—the very first     
Brownlow Medallist in 1924. 

Norman Morrison 
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Osborne House was built in 1858 for 
local squatter, Robert Muirhead, 
who named the mansion after Osborne House in the Isle of Wight, England. Muir-
head lived at the house until his death in 1862. The house was sold the following 
year after the unusual death of his wife.* It was leased for a number of years   
before being sold in 1878 to James Francis Maguire. The original 1888 plan of the 
St Helen's estate had it located in Maguire Street. (today called Swinburne Street)  

In 1900 the State Government of Victoria purchased the house as a country     
residence for the Governor of Victoria, although it was never used as such. The 
Geelong Harbour Trust later purchased the house in 1905 for £6,000. 

Then, in 1913, the Navy took up an offer to use the house as a naval college. After 
improvements were made, the college was opened by the Governor General, 
Lord Thomas Denman on March 1, 1013, with Prime Minister Andrew Fisher also 
present. The college housed 28 cadets, 4 petty officers, and 10 seamen, together 
with professors, instructors and domestics. Although originally considered a              
permanent naval college, due to safe anchorage in Corio Bay and its close proxim-
ity to rail transport, the college was relocated to Jervis Bay only 2 years later. 

During World War I Osborne House was also used as a military hospital, and    
between 1919 and 1924 was used as a base by the Royal Australian Navy           
Submarine Service for the J-class submarine. The Geelong Harbour Trust took 
control in 1929, with a caretaker being the only resident. In 1937 the Shire of 
Corio council purchased the house for use as shire offices. Between 1939 and 
1945 the Department of Defence took over the site as an army training centre. In 
1945 the Shire of Corio regained control of Osborne House, with the Shire        
purchasing adjoining land in 1947, and remodelling the offices in 1966. The      

amalgamation of the Shire into the City of 
Greater Geelong in 1995 saw the house lay 
empty, before being used for storage. 

Then, in 2012 The Osborne Park Association 
received approval from the Geelong City     
Council to turn Osborne Park into a Culture and 
Community Centre for Arts, Education and 
Tourism. Since then, the facility has held regular 
exhibitions and special community events. 

* See further details on page 293-5. 
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Before the first motorised        
vehicles appeared on Geelong’s 
streets in the 1890s, the town was 
filled with domestic animals—
mainly horses and cattle, but also 
mules, sheep, pigs, and even 
goats, ducks and chickens. 

Cabs (taxis) and omnibuses 
(buses) were pulled by teams of 
horses, while drays and carts, dragged along by as many as 12 oxen, served as the 
trucks of the day. Owners were responsible to find lodgings for these commercial 
animals in stables or on private land. However, hundreds of other townsfolk,    
including the town’s butchers, earned a living by raising animals for their meat, 
milk, skins, as well as for performing manual labour. 

During the day these additional animals were generally supervised by their      
owners, but at night they would wonder off and lay down in the street wherever 
it pleased them. In the first 60 years of Geelong’s history, many town residents 
walking home at night-time would stumble over a cow resting on the footpath, or 
be startled by the large shadow of an animal moving along in the dark. The      
answer to the problem lay in the establishment of a Town Common. 

Since medieval times, authorities in England had set aside land for general use by 
‘commoners.’ The Geelong Council followed this practise, setting up the Geelong 
Town Common on the eastern outskirts of the town in August 1862.* It should be         
remembered that at this time the area east of Garden Street (outside the Botanic 
Gardens) was only scrub. Small hamlets existed at St Albans (population about 
50), and Drysdale. A few buildings had also been raised at Point Henry, welcoming 
ships that chose to unload there. But settlements at Newcomb, Whittington, 
Moolap and Leopold did not yet exist! 

The only official road out onto the Bellarine Peninsula was the Point Henry Road 
(today called Portarlington Road). The Queenscliff Road (Bellarine Highway) came 
in only as far as Boundary Road, which connected the two main roads together 
and became the official border between the Bellarine Shire and the Geelong 
Town Council. Between Boundary Road and Garden Street a series of rough tracks 
cut through the scrub, rounded the Eastern Cemetery and led on into Geelong. It 

Geelong in 1857. Horses and cattle regularly passed through 
the intersection of Moorabool and Malop Streets. 

* Other Town Commons were set up in Belmont, Newtown, Lethbridge, Murgheboluc, and 
many other surrounding country towns. Only the Belmont Common, beside the Barwon 
River, still exists in Geelong today, although it is not for ‘common’ use anymore. 
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was in this scrub that 650 hectares   
(1,600 acres) of land was designated the 
Geelong Town Common. The Common 
was bordered by Garden Street to the 
west, the Barwon River to the south, 
Corio Bay to the north, and Boundary 
Road to the east. The area was eventually 
extended as far as Point Henry (in the 
area now known as the Salt Works). 

How was the Geelong Town Common to 
be used? Anyone in Geelong could leave 
their animals on the Common for a 
monthly fee, paid in advance. Most animals left on the Common were cows, since 
many Geelong townsfolk made their living by milking their animals, and then     
selling the milk or churning the cream into butter. Initially, up to 6 cows per      
person could be kept on the Common, costing sixpence per head each month. 
Other animals kept on the Common included sheep (30 shillings per 100), horses 
(sixpence) and goats (1 shilling each per year). 

The Geelong Council selected a committee of three to look after the Common and 
organise improvements. They employed a herdsman to look after any stock left 
on the Common, the first being Mr William Luxmoor, who was paid £100 per   
annum for his services. As Town Herdsman Luxmoor’s duties were substantial: 
ensuring that all stock had feed and water; checking all permits with animal 
brandings to confirm that fees had been paid at the Town Hall in Gheringhap 
Street; digging watering holes for the animals; ploughing over the scrub and bush 
tracks and sowing pasture seed. Luxmoor also monitored the construction of 
proper roads through the Common, including the connection of the Queenscliff 
Road with Garden Street (now called Ormond Road, which is part of the Bellarine         
Highway). He also proposed a direct road connection with the hamlet at St       
Albans, now known as St Albans Road. 

Despite the good intensions of the Council, and the hard work of the Town    
Herdsman, for decades the Geelong Town Common became a battleground, with 
bitter disputes constantly giving headaches to the local councillors and court   
magistrates.* 

On one side were the Cowkeepers,^ who tried every trick in the book to take  
advantage of the Common without having to pay the monthly fees. Some claimed 
to have paid their monthly fees, but had in fact written out their own receipts. 
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Geelong Town Common was established in 1862. 

* These tensions were typical of Town Commons all over Victoria. As a result, many only 
lasted a few years, or became run-down and unworkable. 

^ Cowkeepers—the general name given to those who kept animals on the Town Common. 
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The Council countered by getting receipt forms printed commercially to deter the 
counterfeiters. When caught with animals on the Common without a valid receipt 
the owners often justified their actions claiming it was too far to go to the Town 
Hall to pay the monthly fees. On other occasions owners moved more than the 
maximum 6 cows onto the Common, while others falsified branding marks. And 
when their animals became old and were about to expire, they abandoned them 
on the Common, leaving it to the herdsman to dispose of their carcasses. 

When all else failed, townsfolk kept their animals at home, and turned 
them out onto the street to feed after dark. In the morning they would 
get up early to retrieve their animals before being discovered. 

On the other side of the disputes were the Town Inspector and the 
Poundkeeper. The Town Inspector, John Tweeddale, was charged with 
upholding the bylaws established by the Town Council. Alerted to the 
practise of turning animals out onto the Geelong streets after dark, 
Tweeddale regularly went on midnight hunts, rounding up the animals 
on the streets and impounding them. When they could not find their 
animals the next morning, annoyed townsfolk had to go to the town 
pound, and pay as much as 1s. 6d. (15c) each to retrieve them. 

At times, the outcry against the Town Inspector, Poundkeeper and 
Herdsman were warranted. For example, if any animals escaped from 
the Common they were impounded. Despite the negligence of the herds-
man, it was the owner who had to pay the fine to retrieve their animals.  

By December 1864 the conflict reached breaking point and the 
Cowkeepers sent a deputation to the Town Hall demanding their grievances be 
heard. As a result, the herdsman was permitted to accept payments of fees and 
issue receipts on the Common. As an incentive, his annual salary was amended to 
£75 per year plus 5% of any fees paid to him. And any surplus funds were to be 
used to improve the Common. However, the midnight roundups of animals within 
the town were to continue, and a request to lower the fees by half (making them 
comparable with those charged in Melbourne) was ignored. 

Despite these difficulties, the Geelong Town Common proved an important asset 
to the community for 45 years. In addition to providing valuable household      
income to the town’s Cowkeepers, the Common also served as the location for 
the popular ploughing competitions, with matches being held regularly each year. 

In its final year of operation in 1906 income for the Geelong Town Common was 
just under £400. Finally however, in 1907 the land was turned over to the        
Geelong Harbour Trust, who initially leased the grazing land to local farmers,     
before selling it off to developers. The resulting funds were used to purchase a 
dredge and other equipment to deepen the Hopetoun Channel in Corio Bay. 

H.B.Webb 
Geelong Town 
Herdsman in 

1906. 
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To enter the city centre of Geelong via 
Melbourne Road, a motorist passes    
under the Telegraph Bridge and then 
veers off to the left into Mercer Street. 
Before reaching the Police Station and 
Johnstone Park, an old, well-preserved 
building graces the right-hand corner of 
Brougham Street. The Terminus Hotel is 
one of Geelong’s oldest buildings,    
standing like a sentinel over the entrance 

to the city. Let me tell you her story. . . 

Prominent pastoralist Thomas Austin owned the land in Mercer Street, along with 
four other Crown Allotments adjoining to the north in the 1850s. Directly to the 
west was St Paul's Anglican Church, along with its church-run school and           
parsonage. Fortunately, a reserve set aside for the construction of the Geelong to           
Melbourne Railway Line separated the proposed Terminus Hotel from its         
ecclesiastical counterpart, since both took strong opposing views on the sale and 
consumption of alcohol in the town. 

In 1853, Austin sold the land to Alfred Gilbert and Edwin Hooperon for ₤500 to 
build a hotel. It was a huge sum for those days, but the position adjacent to the 
railway station ensured a healthy hotel business for many decades to come.    
Geelong architects, Snell and Kawerau, who were also involved in designing the 
Geelong Railway Station, called for tenders for the hotel's construction which  
began in 1853. Work on the railway station and tracks heading north toward             
Melbourne began on September 20 that same year. 

The Terminus, like other Geelong hotels built during the gold era were all          
substantial buildings, even by Melbourne standards. The wedge-shaped, 3-story 
high brick building contained 46 bedrooms along with 18 other rooms, including a 
30m x 7m (96’ x 23’) ballroom. It was sumptuously furnished, and fitted up in the 
grand style of the best New York hotels of the time. Mr. F. T. Honey, a member of 
the Geelong Britain Architectural Association was responsible for all the internal 
fittings, and with great pride publicized his finished product in the illustrated 
weekly magazine for architects in London, The Builder. Accomplishing all this 
grand work, while dealing with a labour shortage (most tradesmen and building 
labourers had rushed to the goldfields in Ballarat) took time. 

While the ground and upper floors were richly furnished, the basement, where 
most of the servant’s work was done, is another story. Down a narrow service       

The Terminus Hotel in 1861 
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stairway was the kitchen. Cooking equipment 
had to be imported from England at huge cost. 
(Twenty-two years later a famous Andrews 
Nonpareil Stove, the first Australian-made 
stove designed by Geelong bricklayer Charles 
Andrews in 1877 was installed. It is still there 
today.) 

A little known fact is that the hotel was         
originally built with holding cells in the base-
ment next to the kitchen. Until the Geelong 
Gaol was completed in 1864 there was nowhere to hold women prisoners 
awaiting trial, along with the criminally insane. A number of cells housed these 
women until a court appearance decided a more permanent outcome for them. 

Getting the prisoners into and out of the hotel without disturbing patrons        
required another ingenious solution. A tunnel was dug from the shoreline 400m 
away, under existing roads and houses, entering the basement beside the cells. 
Ships would ferry prisoners to the Geelong wharf, before guards escorted them 
along the tunnel, into the Terminus basement before placing them under lock and 
key. (The entrance to the tunnel was bricked up, and the tunnel mostly filled in 
when ground services—storm water, water, sewerage, and natural gas were   
installed in the neighbourhood. No doubt, at times noise from the basement 
would have disturbed patrons sleeping above them, and hotel managers,           
including the current owner report that the basement is still haunted.) 

Finally, with much fanfare the Terminus Hotel opened in July 1855. 

Meanwhile, convict labour was slowly building the railway line northward. By  
October 1856 the line had opened as far as Duck Ponds (Lara), but it would take 
until June 1857 before a train service went all the way to Melbourne 

(Williamstown terminus). Thus, although 
named the Terminus Hotel, the hotel could 
not boast a location at the railway’s end 
until 1857.* Despite this, the hotel was still 
on the main horse-drawn coach route and 
was a booking office for Cobb & Co.'s       
Telegraph Line coaches. 

Charles Fassert, the first licensee, advertised 
that he had previously spent some 15 years 
managing large hotels in Europe, Britain and 
America. But his stay in charge of the      

*The extension of the railway line to South Geelong, 
and on to Warrnambool did not begin until 1874. 

This photo taken from the top corner window of the 
Terminus Hotel in the 1870’s shows Mercer Street 

turning into Malop Street.  

One of the holding cells in the basement of the     
Terminus Hotel. Only a small barred opening at        

street level let in sunlight and fresh air (noticeable in 
photos taken outside the building.) 
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Terminus was brief. Within a few years it became known as Bedford's and      
Hooper's Terminus Hotel. 

What was it like staying at the Terminus? The future mayor of Liverpool, Sir     
William Forwood, stayed there in 1857, the year the railway opened. He wrote: 

“We found our hotel at the extreme end of town, a large brick building and were 
shown our bedroom [without] mosquito curtains, but as the chamber maid       
insisted that there were no mosquitos in the house we pacified ourselves....” 

Forwood and companion ended up wrapped in their sheets from head to toe, to 
avoid the troublesome insects. Yet, despite a shaky start, business at the          
Terminus Hotel prospered. 

The early illustration of the hotel at the beginning of this article shows how little 
has changed in the past 150 years, compared with the recent photo shown on the 
next page. James Bedford ran the hotel only briefly, before dying on June 1, 1865, 
aged 38. His  widow Mary continued in his place up until 1891. When William 
Sheehan took over from her on June 4 that year the Terminus Hotel was           
described as “one of the best in Geelong.” 

Over the years a number of newsworthy events were reported in the local papers 
in relation to the Terminus Hotel. For example, when the hotel was first built, no 
fences marked the boundary between the hotel and railway station. At 9 o’clock 
in the morning on August 6, 1857 Mr. Marchant, an innkeeper from near Steiglitz, 
was in a hurry to cross over the tracks after racing from the Terminus Hotel, to 
catch his train heading to Melbourne. The train was pulling into the station as Mr. 
Marchant tried to clamber up onto the platform. Seeing the disaster about to 
unfold, the engine-driver blew his whistle to no avail. The unfortunate Jewish 
man, most likely suffering the affects of a heavy night at the Terminus, was 
dragged under the first two carriages and died instantly. 

View of Mercer Street from the Bank of Australasia, looking toward the Terminus Hotel in 1880. 

Malop Street 
Johnstone Park 

Railway Station 

St Paul’s Church Terminus Hotel 



161 

 

On May 21, 1891 a fire broke out in the billiard room at the Terminus. It quickly 
spread to the upper floors and the servants quarters. One of the maids, Ivy       
Nelson had to be rescued from the flames by other hotel borders. The fire       
damage was soon repaired. 

In 1908 a legal precedent, based on events at the Terminus Hotel went all the way 
to the High Court of Australia. On Sunday, January 26 that year, James Grierson, 
along with two mates entered the Terminus and asked for a drink, despite State 
laws banning the sale of alcohol on Sundays. The hotel landlord refused, stating 
“no chance whatever.” The men were later arrested by the police and fined £1 
each by the Geelong magistrate for being on the premises for an unlawful        
purpose, while not being a lodger, traveller, or servant of the hotel. James       
Grierson appealed his fine, stating that he had not actually committed a crime, 
since no alcohol had been served him. The law forbade being served an alcoholic 
drink, he argued; it did not forbid asking for one. 

The Chief Justice of Victoria quashed the fines, stating the law does not forbid a 
drinker from entering a hotel on a Sunday. The case dragged on through the legal 
system until October, when the High Court of Australia found in favour of the 
original Geelong Magistrate, and Grierson was compelled to pay his fine. 

Over the years, a number of births and deaths on the premises were recorded in 
local newspapers, and light-fingered thieves were a regular curse for the licensee. 
From the mid-twentieth century onwards the seedier side of life was connected 
with the hotel. Eventually the building was sold and converted into a Men’s Club 
which advertised striptease shows. The local bikie groups frequented the club, 
which brought the attention of the police on a number of occasions. Plans to   
expand the business were quashed in a howl of protest from shocked Geelong 
residents. To the relief of locals, the building was then sold and the top two floors 
were remodelled into self-contained private apartments, accessed from the newly 
built apartment block behind the hotel. 
The street level and basement           
now contain a shop—Antiques &       
Collectables on Mercer, with many of 
the artefacts of historical interest 
themselves. 

The Terminus Hotel remains of          
architectural, historical and social     
significance to Geelong. The building, 
believed to be the first of Geelong's 
distinctive round-cornered hotels is a 
survivor among the substantial hotels 
of the gold rush era.  

The building in 2013—no longer a hotel, but      
Antiques and Collectables on Mercer. 
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Corio Villa, located on the corner           
of Fitzroy Street and Eastern Beach 
Road, is undoubtedly Geelong’s most 
important and treasured home. It is also 
Geelong’s most valuable, fetching over 
$5 million when sold in January 2013. The four-bedroom property also has the 
title of Victoria’s and, in fact, Australia’s oldest and only known surviving          
prefabricated cast iron house. 

After the Victorian gold rush started in 1851, building materials and tradesmen 
were in very short supply—most tradesmen and labourers were at the goldfields. 
Thus, when Commissioner of Crown Lands for the District of Portland Bay, William 
Nairn Gray, wanted a house built, he chose to order a kit home from Scottish iron 
founders Charles D. Young & Co. 

Designed by Bell & Miller, the whole 
house was constructed in the foundry in 
Edinburgh, Scotland from cast iron. For 
example, the walls were 12mm (1/2”) 
iron plates, 900mm x 900mm (3’ x 3’) in 
size, bolted together. Wrought iron work 
around the eaves and gable roof were of 
exquisite design. When prefabrication 
work at the foundry finished in 1855, the 
whole lot was put into crates and 
shipped to Geelong. That’s when the 
problems began! 

The first event that stalled construction 
of the home had already occurred, in the 

form of the untimely death of William 
Gray himself, who died on June 11, 1854 while visiting Hamilton, in Victoria’s 
west. Thus, when the shipment of crates arrived at Cunningham Pier on Geelong’s 
waterfront in late 1855 there was no-one on hand to collect it. While the shipping 
agent scratched his head, not knowing what to do with it, the next 6 months 
passed with the crates stacked on the pier. 

Eventually, the following year (1856) local businessman, Alfred Douglass          
purchased the kit home and made arrangements to have it put together on land 
he had purchased on Eastern Beach Road (then called Victoria Parade). However, 

Corrugated Galvanized Iron was invented 
in the 1820s in Britain by Henry Palmer, 
architect and engineer to the London 
Dock Company. It was originally made, as 
the name suggests, from wrought iron. It 
proved to be light, strong, corrosion-
resistant, and easily transported, and  
particularly lent itself to prefabricated 
structures, like the Corio Villa kit home. It 
soon became a common construction 
material all over the world. Although still 
commonly called corrugated iron 
sheeting, the product is made today with 
high-grade steel. 
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when the crates were unpacked, there were no 
instructions provided on how to assemble the 
home. To make matters worse, the Charles D. 
Young & Co foundry in Scotland had burned down 
shortly after the kit home was manufactured,    
destroying all the original moulds as well as any plans. It was up to local craftsmen 
to work out the jigsaw puzzle for themselves—and a fine job they did of it! 

A weatherboard extension was added to the eastern side of the existing house 
around 1890. Original garden plantings include an English Oak, Norfolk Pine and 
Elm reputedly planted by Alfred Douglas in the 1860’s.  

The ornate and decorative designs, both inside and out, often stagger visitors, 
who are amazed to see such intricate iron castings. The veranda posts and porch 
supports were cast in ornate and delicate filigree patterns, while the internal    
lining is mainly lathe and plaster with some pressed metal and paper-mâché      
features thrown in for good measure.  The fine initial workmanship, followed by 
loving care by the Douglass and McAllister families, has preserved the home in 
magnificent shape, even after nearly 160 years. 

Corio Villa’s Owners 
Alfred Douglass was born in Leicestershire , England and immigrated to Tasmania as a child. 
By 14 years of age he had started his first business. At around 30 years of age, in 1850   
Alfred moved to the mainland and settled at Geelong. Near the Breakwater on the Barwon 
he established the wool scouring works known as Barwonside.  In 1861, five years after 
moving his family into Corio Villa, Douglass took over ownership of the Geelong Advertiser 
newspaper (from James Harrison who had been declared bankrupt), and ran the paper with 
his sons until his death in October 1885, aged 65. 

Alfred’s son Henry then took over Corio Villa, until his death in 1927. His only 
son George had died in Belgium during WW1, and so, when Henry’s wife, Enid, 
died in 1938 the property was sold to Dr. Keith Ross from Ballarat. 
Meanwhile, Arthur and Alice McAllister settled in Geelong and ran the nearby 
Eastern Beach kiosk for a number of 
years. When the house was again put 
on the market in 1945 they           
purchased the property. Eventually 
the home was passed down, first to 

their son Murray (in 1962), and then grandson 
Glenn and his wife Rosslyn (in 2004). 
After being in the McAllister family for 68 years, 
in 2013 Corio Villa was sold for over $5 million 
to an unknown buyer. One of the delightful living rooms, looking out 

at the sea-baths at Eastern Beach. 

H.P.Douglass 

The Douglas family crest can be 
seen on the building, just as it was 

when it was constructed,        
complete with the family motto: 

“Do or Die.” 
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Kardinia Park was first proclaimed as a public park in 
May 1872 by the Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
Then known as Chilwell Flat, the new park was 60 
acres (24 Ha) in size. It was later in that same year 
that the area was re-named Kardinia Park. 

The park originally stretched to Kilgour Street, but 
the continuation of the railway line from Geelong to 
Winchelsea took a chunk out of the northern       
section of the park. In 1903 a zoo was opened by 
the park committee. This small zoo contained many 
bird species as well as Australian animals and      
monkeys from overseas. The zoo was closed      
sometime after 1915. 

During the 1860s and 1870s gold mining was attempted on the site, after       
specimens were found in the nearby suburbs of Newtown and Chilwell. 

By 1911 there were two football 
ovals at Kardinia Park, one on the 
eastern side, the other on the west. 
The Geelong Football Club began 
playing home games on the eastern 
oval at the park in 1941 after its       
previous home ground, Corio Oval, 
was needed for military training. 
They still use the same ground today, 
although it is better known as Skilled 
Stadium due to advertising rights. 

The western oval is currently used by 
the local St Marys Football Club. A 
third oval has been added at the 
northern end of the park which is 
home to the Geelong Cricket Club 
during Summer, and the Geelong 
Football Umpires Association during 
Winter. Netball courts and an     
Olympic–size swimming pool round 
out the extensive sporting nature of 
the park. 

Kardinia Park Zoo entrance [circa.1910] 
(State Library of Victoria) 

Kardinia Park– aerial view 

Aerial view of Kardinia Park in 1938 
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Geelong was established as a town in 1838. Melbourne had been declared a town 
a year earlier, and so both towns grew up together. During the early Victorian 
Gold Rush days in the 1850s Geelong was actually a bigger town than                
Melbourne. But only 30 years later, while Geelong’s population hovered around 
19,000, Melbourne’s had skyrocketed to 500,000! What had changed? 

Simply put, Geelong’s population growth had run aground—in Corio Bay. At a 
time when all supplies, as well as immigrants arrived by ship, Melbourne’s deeper 
port had a distinct advantage. In fact, Corio Bay was so shallow that only the 
smallest of seafaring ships could actually make it into the inner harbour, to dock 
alongside the Railway, Yarra Street or Moorabool Street piers. The deepest part of 
the bay followed a natural winding channel that was only 8 to 11 feet [2.4m to 
3.3m] deep. Rocky shoals lined the channel ready to catch any unsuspecting ship 
whose captain was not paying full attention. Inside the inner harbour area the bay 
actually got deeper, up to 5 fathoms [9m] in parts.  

To make matters more difficult, a sand bar ran across the bay from Point Henry to 
Point Lillias. Reportedly, it was even possible to wade along the sand bar from one 
side of the bay to the other at low tide. Even at high tide the water was only 
about 7 feet [2.1m] deep. Such treacherous navigational conditions saw Corio Bay 
often blocked by stranded ships, waiting for high tide and a tug to re-float them 
after hitting the sand bar. Understandably, most ships preferred to drop anchor at 
Point Henry rather than risk sailing over the bar. 

What was it like disembarking at Point Henry? One early traveller made this    
observation: “We could see two vessels landing sheep and cattle at the point, 
where no wharf accommodation was built, so that the animals were beached from 
the boats, or had to swim on shore for their lives. Those that were not strong 
enough to do so were drowned, or, if they were too weak to travel after landing, 
died on the beach, which was covered with bones, especially those of sheep.”   

Point Henry 

Point Lillias 

Geelong 
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Passengers also had to swim, or be carried ashore on the backs of sailors. And 
there was still a matter of 4½ miles [7km] to walk to Geelong. No wonder          
travellers preferred to disembark at Melbourne. Something had to be done! 

The first improvement occurred in April 1839. Captain Scott in the government 
ship Ranger, mapped the channel and fixed buoys along its length to help other 
vessels to stay on course. Ship captains who regularly plied the route were       
delighted, until a storm 19 months later ripped all but two from their moorings. 
Without the channel markers the Lowestoffe immediately ran aground, and one 
sailor perished while trying to seek assistance. The channel buoys were quickly 
replaced, but obviously more improvements were needed. However, with the 
government located in Sydney, any monies for improvements were spent in that 
northern town, rather than used to help the squatters of the Port Phillip District. 
Pleas to the Governor to have Corio Bay dredged fell on deaf ears for the next 13 
years, but things quickly changed when gold was found near Ballarat. 

Instead of dozens of ships entering Port Phillip Bay each week, now there were 
hundreds of vessels, looking for somewhere to empty their cargo of human     
gold-seekers. Ships crews also abandoned their jobs, lured by the promise of a 
quick fortune at the goldfields. And so, empty ships stood idle in the bay as      
captains desperately ventured into hotels and pubs throughout Geelong, looking 
for recruits to help sail their ships back to Europe or the Americas. All this activity 
resulted in better access to the Port of Geelong suddenly becoming a priority. 

In 1853 dredging operations began, and the following year the Geelong            
Advertiser boasted that ships drawing up to 14 foot [4.2m] of water could now 
enter the inner harbour, including some of the new steamships. During the    
dredging operations a number of protruding rocky shoals and unchartered reefs 
were also located and removed, making the passage down the bay much safer for 
vessels with their heavy cargos. 

One of the claims of early Geelong settlers was that if the channel was made 
deeper, it would require little    
maintenance, due to the fact that the 
tide was so small [0.7m—1.2m], and 
with little water entering the bay from 
rivers or streams, silt build-up would 
be minimal. These claims proved 
false, as regular dredging was still 
required to keep the channel open. 
Further deepening works took place 
in 1861-2 and again in 1866. As a   
result, ships with a draught of 18 feet 
[5.4m] could now tie up at Geelong. Opening the Hopetoun Channel on December 20, 1893 

State Library of Victoria drawing 
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But the problem was still not fully resolved. During the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, shipbuilding made rapid advances in design and size. Before long, larger 
ocean-going vessels could no longer enter the Port of Geelong. And not only was 
the channel now too shallow, but it was also too narrow. One ship, the Culgoa, 
had a beam of 43 feet [13m], and in one place the channel was only 47 feet 
[14.3m] wide. It was only one of many ships that ran aground in the bay,           
frustrating the owner and crew, and blocking the channel for all other boats. To 
refloat the Culgoa, 100 tons (tonnes) of cargo then had to be unloaded onto      
lighters (flat-bottomed smaller boats). Tugs were then called on to pull her back 
into the channel before towing her back to port to check for damage. Further 
pleas for a bigger shipping channel went out to the Victorian government. 

Finally, after careful planning major dredging work started in 
1881, but made slow progress. In fact so slow was the work 
being done, by 1891 the outcry from Geelong seamen and  
merchants pressured the government to hire an extra dredging 
machine from Auckland Harbour Trust in New Zealand (at £30 
per week) to help speed up the job. The massive undertaking 
continued and, after 12 years and a cost of £85,000, the       
enlarged channel across the sand bar was finally completed. 

On December 20, 1893, with much fanfare the Governor of 
Victoria gave his name to the shipping route during the opening 
ceremony. As the official party steamed past Point Henry on 
board the S.S. Hygeia, Lord Hopetoun declared the Hopetoun 
Channel open, to the cheers of spectators in a flotilla of boats 
surrounding the official party. The new channel was now 12,290 
feet [3.75km] long, 132 feet [40m] wide and 22½ feet [6.8m] 
deep at low tide. 

In his official speech Lord Hopetoun made reference to the original sand bar   
between Point Henry and Point Lillias, acknowledging that: “It has often been 
affirmed that had that spot of sand not existed, Geelong would have been the  
capital of Victoria. . . From to-day the embargo which nature placed upon your 
port is removed, and from to-day the town of Geelong is in the happy position of 
being able to make a fresh start.”   

Of course, since then ships have continued to grow in size. During the 1930s the 
channel was deepened to get the huge grain ships into port at the new Geelong 
Grain Terminal. Again in 1957 the channel was deepened to receive oil tankers 
with a draught up to 34 feet [10.3m]. Today the channel depth is maintained at 
12.3m, allowing ships with a draught up to 11.7m to enter the port. This still     
restricts large tankers and cruise liners from entering the port, and debate still 
continues whether to increase the Hopetoun Channel depth further. 

John Hope, the 7th Earl 
of Hopetoun, Governor 
of Victoria (1889-95), 
after whom the Corio 
Bay channel is named. 
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At the ripe old age of 176, the ancient patch of 
land known as the Geelong Eastern Cemetery is 
the oldest working cemetery in Victoria. During its 
lifetime it has seen some beautiful headstone 
adornments, but also body dumping, accidental 
deaths, suicides, and even a sheep invasion. Here 
are a few of her stories: 

The first recorded burial on the site was of early Scottish settler Hugh Niven.    
Thirty-four year old Niven had been in Australia for nearly 7 years and had leased 
9,200ha (22,000 acres) near what would later be called Ballarat where he grazed 
8,000 sheep and 100 cattle. However, on September 23, 1839 Niven fell from his 
horse and died. The nearest Presbyterian church group was at Geelong, and they 
were granted permission from the town council to use the upper slopes of the hill 
on the town’s eastern boundary to bury him. 

During a grave restoration project, it was found that 
Niven’s grave was in need of urgent repair. Under 
the Cemeteries Act, the trust was unable to         
contribute public funds to restore any private     
memorials. However a donation was received from 
the Sovereign Hill Museums Association to restore 
the gravesite. (Sovereign Hill is today built on part of Hugh Niven’s original land.) 

As Victoria grew in population during the gold rush of the 1850’s, many hopeful 
miners landed on tough times. The cemetery saw a few cases of bodies being 
dumped on the grounds in hope that the deceased may get a “proper” funeral. 

With no relatives, it was generally up to the friends of 
the poor to at least make sure they got to the cemetery. 

From its earliest days, the cemetery was divided into 
religious denominations, each containing their own  
sexton and gravediggers.* Initially, cooperation between 
the various religious groups was not forthcoming, and     
disputes arose from time to time. 

For instance, in May 1865 the Geelong Advertiser       
published a letter complaining about the state of the 
cemetery grounds, only to be replied to by the Secretary 

Tombstone for Hugh Niven, the first 
person buried in the cemetery. 

Over the years the Geelong Eastern 
Cemetery has been also referred to by 
such names as: the Geelong Cemetery, 
the Geelong Old Cemetery, the Geelong 
Old English Cemetery, the Wesleyan 
Cemetery, along with others. 

* The Catholic section of the cemetery was one of only two  
cemeteries in the region (along with Mt Moriac cemetery) to 
have ground consecrated for their deceased parishioners. 
Thus Catholics from far and wide are buried there. 
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of the Wesleyan Cemetery Committee defending the orderliness of “their” section 
of the cemetery and criticizing the other church groups for leaving their sections 
in a state of disrepair. 

In another incident, over 200 sheep were found grazing in the Jewish section. The 
Jews kept their section of fencing in good repair, compared to the neighbouring 
Church of England fence which was in such a “disgraceful state, that horses and 
cattle could get through it.” Tensions continued to simmer on for decades. 

Tragedy also struck the cemetery. Labourer George Duncan was killed while   
helping to erect a monument stone on May 20, 1868. A guy rope broke causing 
the stone and the scaffolding upon which Duncan was working to come crashing 
to the ground. While the other two workers were only shaken, Duncan had fallen 
on his back, breaking his spine. The coroner brought a finding of accidental death, 
but criticized his employer, the cemetery’s Nathaniel Brown, for not checking the 
condition of the rope before starting to use it. 

A suicide behind the cemetery office was recorded in June 28, 1877. Mr T. M. 
Sparks had taken an overdose of 7,000mg of the sedative chloral hydrate, which 
he had obtained at a local chemist shop. The body was identified by Mrs Bedford, 
the land-lady of the Terminus Hotel in Mercer St, where Sparks had been lodging. 
She also informed the police that Sparks had been troubled by ill health and had 
expressed a desire to die. Letters found in his room confirmed his wishes. It is 
perhaps a gruesome thought that he chose the cemetery to carry out the deed. 

On a lighter note, in July 1879 it was reported that flowers and shrubs were being 
stolen from the Cemetery. With the full support of the police, the public were 
reminded that penalties for plucking any flower, or taking any flower or plant out 
of the cemetery was either a £20 fine (today $2,400) or 3 months imprisonment. 

And at a time when corpses could not be preserved by refrigeration, all cemeter-
ies in Victoria usually allowed burials 7 days a week. However, the Geelong Ceme-
tery was criticized for refusing to permit burials on Sunday, the Sabbath day.  

These few stories grant us an insight into how the living and the dead existed in 
Geelong during the early days of settlement. 

The layout of the Eastern Cemetery shows the various sections, divided 
by religious affiliations. Sections are designated for Anglicans (Church of 
England), Catholics, Jews, Methodists, Presbyterians, Wesleyans, and 
those from the various Orthodox religions.  

Non-denominational areas are provided for independents and atheists. 

Well-known Geelong persons buried at the cemetery include: early 
settler Dr. Alexander Thomson; Police magistrate Foster Fyans, early 
graziers Anne Drysdale and Caroline Newcomb; pastoralists Thomas 
Austin and George Armytage; football administrator Charles Brownlow 
and philanthropist Francis Ormond. 
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Heading upstream from the city of Geelong along the Barwon River, past the old 
Paper Mill, but before going under the Geelong Bypass Freeway, you will come 
across Baums Weir. The low stone river wall is the earliest European work on the 
river, after the Breakwater was built by Foster Fyans in 1839-40. 

Running water and steam were the power sources of the 19th century, and so 
early Geelong settlers looked for ways to utilize the water flowing down the     
Barwon, converting it into energy which could drive the town’s early productivity. 
Flour mills were among the first industries to build in the area. While domestic 
animals had been used for centuries to turn grinding wheels, water-power was 
much more efficient, and cost effective. From the mid-1840s land for a flour mill 
was set aside upstream of Buckley Falls. 

To encourage industry in the area, in March 
1848 the governor, Charles La Trobe,         
advertised for tenders to build a dam across 
the river, to provide a more reliable source 
of water to feed steam engines and water 
wheels. It appears that Baums Weir was    
constructed later that year from bluestone 
sourced nearby. The disused stone quarries 
can still be seen today. 

One of the first mills to take advantage of 
the newly built weir was the Barrabool Flour 
Mill constructed in 1849-50. Built on the 

Photo by Phil Thomson 

The Barrabool Flour Mill—constructed 
c.1850. Baums Weir is located upstream 

around the bend in the river. A water race 
from the weir fed water through a large    

water wheel located in the small building in 
front of the 5-storey high mill. 
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side of the river, a bluestone water-race 
channelled water through a large water-
wheel that powered the factory. Despite 
a flood two years later that washed 
away the water-wheel requiring major 
repairs, the mill enjoyed exclusive use of 
the water held back behind Baums Weir 
until 1876. A paper mill was then       
constructed a little closer to town on 
the other side of the river. A new    
900m-long water-race was built to the 
paper mill to take advantage of the 
weir, and this appears to have taken 
away some of the water volume available to the flour mill. It soon closed. The 
paper mill continued to operate until 1923 before finally closing. 

Why it is named “Baums” Weir is not clear. No references in historical papers    
appear to give the source of the name. Baum is a German word meaning “tree,” 
but few trees of note existed in the area at the time. It has been suggested that 
Baum was perhaps the name of the contractor who built the weir. 

Whatever the source of the name, today Baums Weir still functions as a retaining 
wall, holding back the natural flow of the Barwon River. The pool of water above 
the weir is popular with canoeists and anglers. And while the hectic, noisy        
Geelong bypass freeway is only a short distance away, the area still preserves 
some quiet charm. Wildlife can still be seen in abundance, including many     
different types of birdlife, as well as platypus, eels, and a variety of snakes. 

An unsealed car-park beside the paper mill site leads to walking tracks along the 
river to the weir. Why not     
familiarize yourself with some of 
Geelong’s beautiful surrounds? 

Baums Weir 

Barwon River 

A Willy Wagtail minds its nest along one 
of the walking trails near Baums Weir. 

Baums Weir, with the Barwon River in flood, look-
ing downstream towards Geelong. 
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Since 1835, when John Batman’s group 
first established a settlement on the 
Bellarine Peninsula, the good soil 
around Geelong has been sown with 
crops—and the principle crop of all was 
wheat. Today, world trade in wheat is 
greater than all other crops combined. 
Wheat grain is a staple food used to 
make flour for leavened, flat and 
steamed breads, biscuits, cookies, 
cakes, breakfast cereal, pasta, noodles, and couscous. Yet none of this is possible 
without the ability to turn the grain into flour, and for that a mill is needed. 

Early mills needed a source of power to turn the grinding wheel which crushed 
the grains into powder (flour). The most common were turned by a water-wheel, 
and hence needed to be located beside a river with a steady flow of water.       
Typically the water wheel rotated at 10rpm. The water wheel was connected via 
an axle, through gears to the grinding wheel which spun at 120rpm. Grain was fed 
into the grinding wheel through a hopper at the top, and was collected as flour 
underneath. 

For the first ten years of white settlement, Geelong farmers either milled their 
own wheat, or shipped it to Sydney, Hobart Town, or even England for milling. 
Finally, in 1845 the first commercial mill was built in Geelong on the Barwon     
River, near where the James Harrison Bridge now crosses. Erected by William   
Collins, the Union Steam Flour Mill used a steam engine to power the grinding 
wheel. Water was required from the river to generate steam, the main source of 

power for many early Geelong industries. 

About five years later the Barrabool Flour Mill 
was established at Fyansford. This 5-storey   
bluestone building was constructed beside the 
Barwon River by John Highett. A dam was       
constructed just below the mill (today called 
Baums Weir) to provide a constant source of 
water during dryer months. A water-wheel was 
used to turn the grinding mechanism. 

Unfortunately, after operating for only a few 
months, a massive flood in 1852 washed the 
water-wheel away along with part of the     
building, requiring major repairs. 

The Barrabool Flour Mill showing the water-wheel 
at front. 

The Albion Woollen Mill backs on to the 
Barwon River at Newtown. The vacant 

block next to it is the original Union 
Steam Flour Mill site. 
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The location near the Fyansford bridge over the Moorabool River proved popular 
with millers. To the west lay prime farming land, where wheat and other grains 
were grown in abundance. Seven kilometres to the east lay the port at Geelong, 
to export the finished product throughout the colonies of Australia and the rest of 
the world. 

In 1854 Fyansford conducted its first land sale, and 
G.J. Barthold purchased land for another flour mill 
which would operate in competition with the     
Barrabool Flour Mill, only 1.5km away. The     
Fyansford Steam Flour Mill was a three-storey 
building completed the following year. Also       
constructed was the nearby Flour Mill house, used 
by the factory manager. However, by 1861 the 
business was closed and sold. Twelve years later, 
William Collins, the owner of Geelong’s first mill, 
the Union Steam Flour Mill, is recorded as the 
owner. 

While the three flour mills were an important part of Geelong’s early history, it 
appears that an irregular water supply, coupled with aging technology and the 
introduction of freight trains running to Melbourne made them all unprofitable 
within a few decades. 

In 1874 William Collins converted his original Union Steam Flour Mill into the  
Union Woollen Mill. The site stands as a vacant block beside the empty Albion 
Woollen and Worsted Mill on La Trobe Terrace today, although the Collins Bros. 
office building still exists on the corner of La Trobe and West Fyans Streets. 

The Barrabool Flour Mill was eventually forced to share its water supply with the 
Paper Mill which was built on the opposite side of the Barwon River in 1876. The 
Paper Mill owners constructed a 900m water channel from Baums Weir to the 
paper mill, diverting a large portion of the water supply. No longer financially  
viable, the flour mill closed. By 1888 the Fyansford Starch Factory took over the 
premises, using rice as the raw material. Some time later the building had new 
owners and it was converted into a jam factory. However, by 1938 little of the mill 
remained, and today only Baums Weir and the water-race which fed the original 
water-wheel can be seen. Similarly, the Fyansford Steam Flour Mill no longer  
exists. Only a bare paddock can be seen on the original site.  

Flour mills exist throughout Australia today where electric motors drive the      
milling process at incredible speeds. While efficiency and mass production are     
important today, the thought of a quite riverside setting and water-wheels being 
pushed by flowing streams may appeal to those who prefer a quieter lifestyle.  

The Flour Mill House in Atkins Street, 
Fyansford today. 
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Some 11km north-west of the city of Geelong can be seen what was considered for many 
years “the greatest engineering feat in Australia,” and “the greatest railway work south of 
the equator,” —the Moorabool Railway Viaduct, which opened in April 1862. 

When gold was discovered at Ballarat in 1851, all transportation to the area was by      
horse-drawn carriage, on horseback, or on foot. With millions of pounds Stirling in gold 
being shipped out every year, and provisions for the miners being rushed in, a railway line 
was desperately needed. Thus, the line between Geelong and Melbourne was completed 
in 1857, and further works to extend the line to Ballarat were quickly designed. However, 
one major hurdle stood in the way of constructing the line from Geelong to Ballarat—the 
Moorabool River Valley. Nowhere less than 400m wide, with steep sides, the valley would 
require a massive bridge to get trains from one side to the other. 

Designed by Victorian Railway Engineers, and with the help of famous British engineer          
Isambard Brunel, the Moorabool Railway Viaduct* was 442 metres long, featuring nine      
towering bluestone piers up to 34 metres in height, massive bluestone abutments, and ten 
deck-type Warren truss spans of 36.9 metres. 

Work began on the viaduct in August 1858 and immediately struck trouble. The nine    
massive piers had to have solid foundations, but after workers had dug down over 25      
metres deep, they still had not hit bedrock. Contractors Messrs. Evans and Merry & Co. 
gritted their teeth and settled in for the long, tedious job.  Fourteen months later, only two 
of the nine foundations had been completed. The hundreds of workers toiled on. 

More problems soon followed. After having to dig much deeper than expected to find   
bedrock, the contractors were hit by a general strike by workers, demanding better living 
conditions on the site. Then, in December 1860 incessant rain flooded the Moorabool  
Valley under 3m of water, damaging much of the work, which had to be repeated. By the 
middle of 1861, when Ballarat citizens were demanding that the work be speeded up so 
that they could have their railway, the contractors (with the support of the government) 
dug their heels in and refused, forcing them to wait. 

Meanwhile, heading toward Ballarat lay the town of Lethbridge. The railway passed      
directly through this small settlement for a reason—it was the best source of quality blue-
stone in all Victoria. Initially over 1,000 men were used to quarry the rock, before 4 giant 

*Since a series of 9 pillars initially supported the railway track, the construction was more       
correctly called a “viaduct” rather than a “bridge.” 
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rock-breaking machines were installed to speed up the work. Stonemasons then shaped 
the bluestone perfectly to fit into the designed railway piers. Finished stones were then 
loaded onto railway trays and rolled down the gentle incline in the finished railway track all 
the way to the viaduct 20km away. (There was only one small uphill section where horses 
were required to pull the carriages until the downhill slope took over again.) 

So well prepared were the stones at the quarry, and the arrangements for installing the 
stones at the viaduct so cleverly thought out, that in 1860-61 it took only two                 
stone-masons less than 12 months to set the whole of the stonework in place. Eventually 
over 35,000 tonnes of bluestone was used on the viaduct, while another 60,000 tonnes 
was quarried at Lethbridge to complete construction of bridges and stations along the 
entire length of railway between Geelong and Ballarat. 

Eventually, in March 1862 the viaduct was completed, finalising the connection between 
Geelong and Ballarat. The first train to travel the line was filled with railway staff and    
government inspectors on March 31. The official opening of the line occurred 11 days later 
on Thursday, April 10, 1862. The total cost of the Moorabool Valley crossing was £230,000, 
a huge amount of money for the times. Never-the-less, to great acclaim it opened up    
access to Victoria’s midlands, and rich gold fields. 

In 1889 a direct railway line from Melbourne to    
Ballarat was completed, taking much of the traffic 
away from Geelong. While goods trains continued to 
ply the line regularly, in 1978 passenger services  
between Geelong and Ballarat ceased. A bus service 
now runs regularly between the two cities. 

In 1917-18 the viaduct was strengthened to cope with 
bigger trains, and today it still remains parts of the 
National Railway Network after Standard Gauge rails 
were laid in 1995. 153 years after it was opened, the 
viaduct is still the second longest railway bridge in 
Victoria, and stands as a testament to early Victorian 
ingenuity and stunning stonemasonry. 

In 1917-18 steel columns and new steel piers were installed on the Moorabool Railway Viaduct so that 
it could cope with the demand for bigger trains with heavier loads. 

Good Pay? 
Stonemasons were the best paid 
workers on the viaduct. They    
received 16s. ($1.60) for an 8 hour 
work day. 
All other workers were expected 
to work a 10 hour day. Tradesmen 
received between 12s.-15s. ($1.20-
$1.50) per day. Labourers          
received 7s.6d.-8s. (75c-80c) for 
their day of toil. 
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Soon after Geelong was founded in 1838, local farmers sought the best locations for    
growing their crops. It wasn’t long before the rich soil alongside the Moorabool River was 
discovered. Soon, the entire Moorabool Valley near Geelong was dotted with                 
white-washed homesteads, surrounded with lush orchards, and neat rows of cropping. The 
Moorabool River itself wound lazily along the valley, lined with eucalypt and mimosa trees. 
However, in 1858, this tranquil setting was to be disrupted by the establishment of a new 
township, named Moorabool. 

In August that same year the construction of the railway viaduct across the Moorabool 
River began.* Hundreds of miners and labourers converged on the site to begin digging the 
foundations for the nine giant stone piers that would support the trusses bearing the    
railway line. To cater for the needs of this workforce and their families, storekeepers soon 
followed, and the township was soon set up on the eastern or Geelong side, up on the cliff 
top overlooking the valley. 

Among the first buildings erected on site was an inn, to provide temporary accommodation 
for workers until they could establish other living quarters. Usually this was in a tent until 
more permanent wooden huts were built. The original location for the inn was chosen 
poorly, getting in the way of railway works, so the following year it had to be bodily        
relocated onto a new site next to the line. 

The inn was soon surrounded by pubs of all distinction. In fact, over-drinking by workers 
remained a headache for railway managers throughout the entire 3½ year project. Efforts 
to regulate drinking establishments proved fruitless. When an unlicensed pub was closed 
down, the operator would be fined by the court about £30 ($60), equivalent to about one 
month’s profit. He would then would simply re-supply his alcohol from town (Geelong or 
Melbourne) and set up a sly-grog shanty, masquerading as a seller of meals or household 
items, but in reality selling liquor under the counter to the wily railway workers. 

Other stores were soon located in the town, including a popular large bakery, a general 
store selling cheese, bacon, butter, pickles, etc, along with barber shops, drapers and    

*See pages 174-75 for the story of the Moorabool Railway Viaduct. 

“On visiting the viaduct over the Moorabool 
River to-day, I was agreeably surprised to see 
the marked improvement that had taken place 
there. The works of this gigantic undertaking 
are being rapidly proceeded with, and the   
addition of a number of new hands has assisted 
to impart a little more life into the general        
business of this myth of a township. Here, as at 
all other localities in this country where a     
number of individuals are congregated, grog is 
the ruling power.” 

The Argus. Friday August 24, 1860 
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others. As the railway line was completed between 
Geelong and the viaduct, a beautiful new bluestone 
railway station was built at Moorabool, cutting  
travel time to Geelong down to less than ½ hour, 
compared to over an hour by those who travelled 
by horse and cart. Within 12 months the township 
was well established, but continued to rely heavily 
on those working for the railway contractors. 

A year after Moorabool was founded as a town, one 
very important commercial building remained missing- a post office. In March 1859 a   
petition was signed by upwards of 100 storekeepers and miners requesting from the    
Postmaster-General a branch post office at Moorabool. In typical government fashion for 
the time, no response from the government was forth-coming for many months. Finally, on 
October 1, 1861 a post office was opened. It remained in operation for nearly 100 years 
before closing on May 31, 1960. 

The railway between Geelong and Ballarat opened the month after the Moorabool Railway 
Viaduct was completed in March 1862. But when the workers left the area the town of 
Moorabool went into steady decline. Especially when the motor car became popular,   
making the trip into Geelong only about 10 minutes, few saw the need for shops at 
Moorabool. Gradually the area was abandoned, as residents moved closer into Geelong or 
further into the countryside. 

Strangely, little is left today of this once thriving township. Apart from the bluestone 
Moorabool Railway Station (now converted into a private home) there are no obvious signs 
of the original town. Littore Family Wines now operates opposite the station, and           
semi-rural homes dot the area along Ballan Road on the western side of what is now called 
Lovely Banks. But if you walked the area 150 years ago, your ears would hear the sound of 
bustling commerce, and hectic construction- now all completely gone from Moorabool - 
the town that was. 

Moorabool 

Moorabool Railway Station 
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Werribee—a brief history 
The Werribee Plain was known to the 
local Aboriginal tribes for hundreds of 
years before Europeans arrived. The first 
white visitors were Hamilton Hume and 
William Hovell, who had trekked       
overland from Sydney to explore the 
land around Westernport Bay. During 
the two month journey they had miscalculated their direction and ended up   
passing to the west of Port Phillip Bay and arriving at Geelong in December 1824. 
As they crossed the Werribee Plain they remarked on the tall grass and excellent 
soil, not only good for livestock but also for growing crops.  

The first people of European heritage to settle in the area arrived 11 years later. 
Then, during the late 1840’s a Scotsman called Thomas Chirnside, who had       
already taken possession of a large areas of land in western Victoria, started    
taking up land in the Werribee area. (see box) 

A rural township began in the early 1850s. This village was initially named      
Wyndham (the name of the local municipality today). The name was suggested by 
the owner of a local village inn, Elliott Armstrong, who sought to honour Scottish 
soldier Sir Henry Wyndham. The Wyndham Post Office opened on January 12, 
1858. 

A year earlier in 1857, the Geelong to Melbourne railway line had opened. This 
made it much easier for local farmers and merchants to ship goods in and out of 
the town to Melbourne or Geelong. Market gardening (vegetable growing) soon 
followed, taking advantage of the fertile soil in the area. 

This small village was situated on the Werribee River. The name Werribee is an 
aboriginal name meaning "backbone" or "spine". It is thought that this name was 
given to the river since the shape of the river valley curves like a person’s spine. 
From 1884 the name of the growing town was changed from Wyndham to     
Werribee and the Post Office was officially renamed Werribee in 1904. The shire 
council was also renamed Werribee in 1909. 

During World War I the aviation industry settled in the region, with aviation     
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instruction first held at Point Cook before, in 1921, the RAAF established its first 
base in the area. After the war many ex-servicemen and women settled in the 
area. 

Werribee today is a major satellite city of Melbourne and is quickly losing the  
rural green pasturage between it and Western Melbourne’s burgeoning suburbs. 
Many Werribee residents commute daily to the city for work either by road or 
rail. The Melbourne Board of Works farm is one of the largest land owners in the 
district today. It’s sewerage treatment plant helps water and fertilize much of the 
surrounding farmland. 

Science and technology is also one of the bigger employers in the Werribee     
region. It is home to many technical centres including the Animal Research       
Institute, University of Melbourne’s Veterinary Science School and the CSIRO. 

Current population of the city itself is 38,000 with 184,000 people living within 
the municipality of the Wyndham City Council. 

Thomas Chirnside was a hard-working pastoral-

ist who tamed much the land west of  Melbourne. 

Born in 1815 in Berwickshire, Scotland, Thomas was 
the eldest son of farmer, Robert Chirnside and his 
wife Mary. In 1839 Thomas immigrated to Australia 
joining his younger brother Andrew in Melbourne. 

In April 1842 the brothers established sheep stations 
in the Grampians, employing Aborigines to work as 
shepherds. In the years that followed they expanded their holdings in the 
Western District. The elder Chirnside then settled in the  Werribee area just 
before the gold rushes started in 1851, eventually buying a massive 93,000 
acres of local land. He built his permanent home in 1874-7 out of          
sandstone, now known as the Werribee Park Mansion. It is still considered 
Victoria’s finest colonial homestead. 

An active member in community affairs, he was a member of the             
Philosophical Institute of Victoria from 1857 to 1859 and the Royal Society 
of Victoria from 1860 to 1866. 

Thomas Chirnside committed suicide in 1887. He was found dead in the 
laundry at Werribee Park with a shotgun lying beside him. His brother      
Andrew died three years later, and the property was divided between      
Andrew's two sons.  
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One of the first signs of permanent human settlement anywhere is to see evidence of riv-
ers and other waterways being spanned, first by fords, then by bridges; and the area 
around Geelong was no exception. Could you imagine today, trying to get from say,       
Melbourne to Ocean Grove, or Portarlington to Ballarat without bridges? 

In the 1830’s the first foot travellers carved a dusty (and often muddy) track between   
Geelong and the town of Melbourne. Team of bullocks and horses pulling drays distributed 
valuable resources from the ports throughout the growing Port Phillip District. The return 
journeys to Geelong or Melbourne saw carts loaded with wool destined for Europe. It was 
noted in the Sydney Monitor newspaper in 1839 that a bridge was needed across the     
Exe River (Werribee River) to help these teams of animals to make it to and from Geelong. 
Finally, in 1840 a rough but adequate bridge was constructed by the government across 
the Werribee River at the junction of Tea Tree Creek. 

Batesford Bridge 
That same year (1840) a delegation of leading Geelong citizens travelled to Melbourne to 
speak with the government Superintendent, Charles La Trobe,* and request a number of 
works be undertaken to improve infrastructure around Geelong. One of their requests was 
for a bridge across the Moorabool River at Batesford to open up access to the area around 
“Bunninyoung” (early spelling), today located near Ballarat. Latrobe promised to do all he 
could. As the name “Batesford” suggests, originally the Moorabool River was crossed by a 
ford. However, during periods of heavy rain the swollen river became impassable for weeks 
on end, cutting off travellers and settlers west of the Moorabool River. 

Six years passed and nothing was done. Unwilling to wait any longer for La Trobe to act, 
the first bridge at Batesford was built by the Corio and Bannockburn shire councils in 1846. 
This first wooden bridge was located upstream from the ford, but collapsed in 1847 when 
the river flooded once more. After observing the difficulties faced by locals when the 
bridge was destroyed, La Trobe funded the reconstruction of the wooden bridge in 1848 

only to see it suffer the same fate as the first. Finally, 
a bluestone bridge was built in 1859, which still  
exists today as a service road. Most early bridges 
around Geelong had tollways to help repay the cost 
of construction. The current concrete bridge on the 
Midland Highway was built adjacent to the           
bluestone bridge in 1972. 

Fyansford Bridge 
After many years serving as a ford, in 1854 a wood-
en bridge was built across the Moorabool River at 
Fyansford and was tolled until 1877. By the turn of 
the century deterioration, along with heavier loads 
being carried by teams of animals, necessitated the 

* Latrobe Terrace, which runs through Geelong is 
named after Charles La Trobe, Victorian superinten-
dent (1839-51) and first governor (1851-54). 

 

Advertisement looking for a contractor to 
build Geelong’s second bridge. 
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construction of a new bridge. Completed in 1900, the 3-
arch concrete construction was cutting-edge technology 
for the times. By 1970, with heavier vehicles, and a  
modern highway stretching out towards Hamilton, a 
new bridge was again needed,  being built on the site of 
the original wooden structure. 

Barwon River Bridges 
Today there are many bridges across the Barwon River. 
Built in 1840, the first permanent human construction was originally the Breakwater Dam, 
which also served as a crossing for human traffic and bullock teams when not in flood.  

The first official bridge across the river connected Moorabool Street with High Street in 
Belmont in 1848. Simply named the Barwon Bridge, it was swept away in a massive flood 
only four years later in 1852. A punt, then a pontoon replaced the destroyed bridge       
between the Geelong township and the shire of Belmont until 1859 when a two-lane iron 
bridge was constructed. When electric trams came to Geelong in 1912, the bridge proved 
to be too narrow to take trams to Belmont, so it was demolished in 1924 and the existing 
four-lane steel-girder bridge was opened with much fanfare in 1926. 

The two lane Princes Bridge carries Shannon Avenue between Belmont and Newtown. 
Originally named after Queen Victoria's husband who died the year before, the wooden 
'Prince Albert Bridge' was constructed by the City of Newtown in 1861. The bridge was not 
tolled, and provided competition for the Barwon Bridge on Moorabool Street, which was 
tolled by the South Barwon Shire. As a result, the shire erected a fence across new bridge 
to prevent people from using it. In time both Shires installed tolling booths, with both sets 
of councillors refusing to pay the toll demanded by the other. The bridge eventually       
became dilapidated, and a new wooden bridge was opened in 1889. The current steel   
girder bridge, named the Princes Bridge, was opened in 1965 upstream of the older     
bridges on a site which renders it flood-proof. 

Perhaps the most notable of other Geelong bridges is the James Harrison Bridge which      
connects Latrobe Terrace with Settlement Road in 
Belmont, thus providing the main thoroughfare 
through Geelong. It was completed in 1990 and 
provides a scenic view of South Geelong. 

The Monier Bridge at Fyansford over 
the Moorabool River.—taken in 1908. 

 Geelong’s newest bridges form part of 
the Geelong Ring Road. The largest is 
over the Moorabool River. Named the 
Lewis Brandt Bridge (in honour of the 
Geelong inventor of the Ford Ute) it  
extends 200m in length and was        
completed in 2008. 

 The earliest bridge of any type still in use 
in the region is the railway viaduct bridge 
over the Moorabool River at Batesford, 
extending 422m. It was originally built  in 
1862, but strengthened for modern 
trains with steel girders in 1918. 

 The disused sewer aqueduct across the  
Barwon River at South Geelong was built        
between 1913-16 and was 760m long. Flags adorn the Barwon Bridge at its opening in 1926. 
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The Early Years 
In 1865 St Albans was sectioned off and considered part of the Shire of Bellarine. 
However before that, it was included in the township of Geelong. The area was 
first settled by Geelong’s first two pioneering women, Anne Drysdale and         
Caroline Newcomb, who established their property, Boronggoop. 

As more free settlers came to the district in the 1850’s, land sub-divisions began. 
The people were very religious by nature, (in 1871, 42% of the residents in the 
area were identified as Wesleyans), who frowned on drinking alcohol. The small 
hamlet had its own Temperance Society, which met in the school hall until a     
separate hall was purchased and relocated to St Albans. Thus, when William     
Frazer applied for a licence for a hotel there in 1854 it came as no surprise that 
his application was refused, and no hotel appeared in subsequent years. Any    
liberal souls living in St Albans had to travel closer to the town centre to refresh 
themselves at the Black Swan or Breakwater hotels. 

The establishment of a meat works on the old Boronggoop run of Drysdale and 
Newcomb gave employment to settlers in the area for a short time, but by the 
1860’s the area had become the property of John Lowe, MLC. After his death in 
1867 his son Edwin built a boiling down works on the property which soon        
produced 270 casks of tallow from 15,000 sheep. This process also provided 
cheap meat for the masses, with legs of mutton being sold at sixpence each and in 
many cases three for one shilling (10c). Although creating employment and a 
source of cheap meat for those living nearby, the smell coming from the open 
drain that ran down to the Barwon River was horrendous! 

In 1871 the Geelong Meat Preserving Company bought the property from Lowe.  
The enterprise employed about 100 men and boys on site, along with those   
bringing cattle and sheep from the country. However, as a result of high stock 
prices and trading difficulties, production ceased in 1874. (A bone mill established 
nearby met a similar fate in 1877.) 

The Geelong Meat Preserving Company property was offered for sale in August 
1876, and the buyer was famous horse trainer James Wilson, who bought the 210 
acres with the intention of enlarging his initial 200 acre training grounds. Wilson 
was already established at "the retired little village of St. Albans" at least as early 
as 1871. In 1873, he had built a circular racecourse 2.8km in circumference, "not 
to be equalled by any course with which we are acquainted in Victoria,"  declared 
the Geelong Advertiser. At the same time Wilson replaced the "ancient" house 
with the St Albans Homestead. (see boxes on opposite page.) 
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St Albans Homestead at the end of Wilsons 

Road, is a single storey 30-roomed brick      
mansion, erected in 1873 for James Wilson. 
Melbourne architect James T. Conlan designed 
the extensive homestead with an elaborate cast 
iron veranda by Geelong foundry men Humble 
& Co. There were additions to the homestead in 
1875 and again in 1878. 

From horse training stud, to private home, to 
period restaurant, and now back to being a  
private home, the homestead is registered with 
the National Trust.  

James Wilson was one of the oldest and best-known racehorse owners and 

trainers in Australia back in the 1860-70’s. Born in Yorkshire, England, he came to 
Australia as a very young man, and settled near Geelong. As far back as 1850 he 
was well known in the hunting field with Pyke's 
Hounds at Werribee. Subsequently he bought the St. 
Albans Estate, on the Barwon River near Geelong, 
and there established the famous St. Albans Stud.  

Wilson was a great judge of horses. He was the first 
trainer to win the Melbourne Cup with a mare—in 
1876, when Briseis won the treble: Victoria Derby, 
Melbourne Cup, and Oaks. No filly has ever repeated 
that performance, and it was not until 1895 that    
another mare (Auraria) won the Melbourne Cup. 

Horses owned or trained by Mr. Wilson in the sixties 
and seventies played a prominent part in many    
Melbourne Cups. His horses also won nine Oaks 
Stakes, three Australia Cups, and the Caulfield Cup 
once during his productive years at Geelong. 

Wilson was involved in all sorts of sporting activities 
in Geelong: In 1877 he was president of the Imperial Football Club; in 1881 he 
was president of the Geelong Bicycle Club; in 1883 he was president of the Corio 
Fox Terrier Coursing Club and offered a paddock at St. Albans for meetings; in 
1886 when he left for a visit to England, he was president of the Geelong Cricket 
and Football Club. 

With advancing years he sold St. Albans to Mr. John Crozier but he maintained his 
interest in horse racing to the end. He died in November 1917 and was buried at 
the  Melbourne General Cemetery. 

In Banjo Paterson’s poem, The 
Man From Snowy River, he     
mentions that Pardon won ‘the 
cup.’ The horse Pardon was 
trained by James Wilson, but 
Paterson’s reference was not to 
Pardon winning the Melbourne 
Cup, as many readers assume. 
Rather, his reference was to the 
Presidents Cup, raced at 
Menindee, in outback New 
South Wales. 

Pardon’s greatest victory was 
actually the Oaks Stakes (run in 
Melbourne in 1877). 

The legendary Phar Lap stayed briefly at 
St Albans Stud in 1930 on the eve of his 
celebrated Melbourne Cup victory, 
guarded closely to deter genuine 
threats that had been made to kill him. 
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Johnstone Park is the landscaped garden 
at the western end of the inner-city area 
of Geelong. It is bounded by Railway       
Terrace, Gheringhap Street, Little Malop 
Street, Fenwick Street, and Mercer 
Street. The park is surrounded by civic 
buildings including the Geelong Town 
Hall, Geelong Art Gallery, Geelong      
Library and Heritage Centre. A war       
memorial and bandstand feature in the centre of the park. 

The area occupied by Johnstone Park was originally known as Western Gully, a 
swampy watercourse that drained towards Corio Bay. In 1849 a dam was built at 
the downstream end of the gully, near the present Gheringhap Street-Mercer 
Street intersection. This allowed Mercer Street to continue on into Malop Street, 
providing a more direct route for traffic coming from Melbourne to enter the 
town. The dam was fenced off in 1851 after at least one person and several     

horses drowned. And soon complaints about the smell were being 
continuously directed next door to the Town Hall. 

Finally, in March 1872 the dam was drained and the area was made 
into a park named after former Geelong mayor Robert De Bruce 
Johnstone. The park originally stretched from Gheringhap Street to 
Latrobe Terrace. In December that year the first band concert was 
held by the Geelong Artillery Corps band. An octagonal wooden 
bandstand was erected in the park during 1873. 

The Belcher Fountain was installed near the park in 1874, in the 
middle of the Gheringhap Street roundabout. 
The fountain was a gift to the town from former 
Mayor George Belcher. 

The park became divided in 1872 when the    
Geelong railway was extended south toward 
Winchelsea. At that time a footbridge was      
constructed over the railway line. Since 1887 the 
Gordon Institute of TAFE has looked over the 
western end of the park. 

Johnstone Park continues to provide a haven of 
rest and relaxation for shoppers and office    
workers during their lunch break. 

Johnstone Park– An early layout 

George Belcher 

The Bandstand– in the middle of the park 
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By the early 1900’s nearly all of Geelong’s waterfront was devoted to the wool 
trade. Huge wool stores lined the foreshore and Brougham Streets, waiting for 
vessels to arrive at Cunningham or Yarra Street Piers, to export thousands of bales 
of wool each year, mainly to Europe. The massive wool stores now form part of 
the Deakin University– Waterfront Campus, and Westfield Shopping Centre. 

In 1836, the year after European settlers arrived at Port Phillip Bay, 26,500 sheep 
were counted in the district. The wool clip from this ever-growing flock, fed on 
bountiful fields of local grass, soon became prodigious! As early as 1839, the year 
after the town of Geelong was established, wool storage was offered to local 
farmers and shipping agents (likely inside rough slab timber huts), until ships   
arrived to take the bales to Sydney or Europe. 

The following year (1840), James Strachan became the first man in Geelong to 
construct a stone building, a house and bond store on the corner of Moorabool 
and Brougham Streets. The bond store was expanded to include a wool store, and 
his property was soon surrounded by up to 6 other businessmen offering storage 
for wool. During the highs and lows of the wool industry in Australia, Strachan 
entered into various partnerships with other men, but his business finally became 
known as Strachan & Co., and expanded throughout the 19th and early 20th    
centuries. The wool stores he built still stand prominently along Brougham Street. 

Charles John Dennys, migrated to Melbourne in 1842 but soon moved to Geelong 
and farmed land on the Barwon and Moorabool Rivers. After running a number of 
successful businesses, on November 6, 1857 Dennys conducted the first wool sale 
in Geelong, comprising 160 wool bales. 

In September 1858 Dennys advertised his intention to establish a 
'Local Wool Mart', to avoid the cost of shipping wool to Melbourne. 

The house and wool store owned by James Strachan on the corner of Moorabool and Brougham 
Streets. The house was the first stone building erected in Geelong in 1840. Rebuilt and expanded in 

1906 and again in the early 1950s, the old wool store now forms part of the Westfield Shopping 
Centre. James Strachan’s story appears in the December 2012 issue of the Jillong Pocket. 

James Strachan 
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The business prospered, and by 
the 1867-68 selling season, along 
with partner Edward Lascelles, 
they catalogued 10,500 bales. In 

December 1870, to provide larger 
wool storage they bought an old 
coal yard on the opposite corner to 
Strachan & Co., and constructed an 
imposing basalt wool-store and 
offices, which were opened on    
August 1, 1872. (See back page of 
the December 2014 Jillong Pocket.) 

In the 1877-78 season the company 
sold 21,000 bales. Further growth 
necessitated the construction of 

another wool store on the next corner to the west on Gheringhap Street (above). 

Frederick Dalgety arrived at Sydney in 1834 at the age of 16, but by December 1842 
he had moved to Melbourne and become manager of a new wool trading firm. 
Dalgety soon secured a partnership in the business and, when his partners left the 
firm in 1846, he formed his own company, Dalgety & Co. By 1848 he was an      
independent and well-to-do merchant, concentrating on providing merchandise 
for squatters and buying their produce in return. Between the gold rush years of 
1851-55 he made about £150,000 from his gold speculations alone.  

Dalgety never lived in Geelong, but upon returning to England in 1855 he appoint-
ed C. Ibbotson as a colonial manager-partner of his company in Geelong. Apart 
from a brief return to Australia in 1857 and again in 1881, Dalgety lived the rest of 
his life in England. 

Pictured is the last load 
of wool bales brought to 
the Dalgety & Co. wool 
store by bullock waggon 
in 1910. 

The load is from the 
property of Mr. Venters 
of Stonehaven, and the driver 
(standing in front of the       
waggon) is Mr. Galloway,     
originally from Lake Bolac. The 
rebuilt wool store is now part 
of the Deakin University    
Waterfront Campus. 

The Dennys Lascelles warehouse, on the corner of Ghering-
hap and Brougham Streets was a major edition to their main 
wool store up on the next corner at Moorabool Street. The 
building served as a furniture store, but is currently for sale. 

C J Dennys 

Frederick Dalgety 
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By 1880 Dalgety & Co was    
handling over 70,000 bales of 
wool each year, most of it out 
of Geelong. For a time, this 
made him Australia’s largest 
exporter of wool. To cater for 
such huge quantities of wool, in 
1892 a new 2-storey wool    
store was constructed at 98 
Western Beach Road (pictured 
below-left). The building was 
dramatically expanded in 1934, 
turning it into the 6-storey 
brick building we see today as 
part of the Deakin University 
Campus. 

George Synnot was son of prominent Australian Colonial, Captain Walter Synnot. 
His Brother Monckton Synnot was also a well known squatter and wool broker. 
George travelled to the Port Phillip District and established the firm, George 
Synnot & Co., in 1854, operating hide and skin stores, as well as wool and grain 
warehouses in Clare Street Geelong. Synnot quickly learned from Charles Dennys, 
and started holding auction sales of wool in Geelong in November 1858. Today, 
the office block has been enlarged and converted into the Nireeda Apartments. 

Australia currently has about 75 million sheep, producing 340 million kilograms of 
wool annually. Modern storage facilities make the early Geelong wool stores    
appear tiny by comparison, but the prominent buildings on Geelong’s waterfront 
continue to define our history, and remind us of the importance of wool! 

Established in 1854, the George Synnot & Co wool store and 
grain house, fronted Clare Street, Geelong. The picture above 
was drawn in 1885 after reconstruction took place, including 
the installation of a hydraulic lift. 7,000 bales of wool were 

stored in the 3-storey building. 

George Synnot 

Today, Australian Wool Handlers PTY LTD handles about two-thirds of Australia’s wool clip. 
While it receives wool at 15 locations throughout the country, one of its largest warehouses 

is in Forest Road, Lara. 



188 

 

HM PRISON Geelong was a maximum security 
prison located on the corner of Myers Street 
and Swanston Street. The prison was built in 
stages from 1849 to 1864. Its design is based 
on Pentonville Prison in England. 

The Gaol was built by prisoners who slept on 
high security barges on Corio Bay during     
construction. The three-storey central block is 
laid out in a shape of a cross with east and 

west wings serving as cells and the north wing as an administration block. The 
southern wing housed a kitchen, hospital and a tailoring workshop. The Australian 
Army used the prison as a detention barracks during World War II. 

The government closed the jail in 1991 because the facilities are nothing short of 
appalling. The prisoners were then moved to the newly built HM Prison Barwon in 
Lara. The gaol remains mostly unchanged since then. 

Tour groups are now run by the Rotary Club of Geelong. The Gaol is open to the 
public on Saturdays, Sundays and daily during public and school holidays from 
1pm to 4pm. A gallows exhibit recreates the 1863 hanging of James Murphy, who 
battered Constable Daniel O’Boyle to death with a hammer at the Warrnambool 
court house. He was one of at least 6 criminals executed by hanging in Geelong 
during the 1850-60s period. 

A prison– Not just for the lawless... 

The accommodation existing at Geelong for the reception of  lunatics remanded 
from the police court is now attracting considerable attention. A local paper 
states that "at the present time there are ten females on remand in the Geelong 
gaol on the charge of being dangerous lunatics. In one of those cases, the patient
- or rather criminal, according to the law, was particularly violent when brought 
before the police court on Tuesday morning, and was again remanded to gaol. 

The mayor, however, not satisfied with the discharge of this formal duty,         
subsequently paid a visit to the gaol to see what appliances the officials possess 
to deal with such cases. We need scarcely say that these were miserable in the 
extreme. A stretcher with straps to fasten the poor   
lunatic down, and thus increase the violence of the   
disorder, with only criminals to tend upon her, was all 
that our civilisation provides in the Geelong gaol for this 
most unfortunate class of sufferers." 

(The Argus, Thursday 3 October, 1867 p.7) 

Front entrance to the Geelong Gaol 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.healthspablog.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/lonely_health.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.healthspablog.org/category/mental-health/&usg=__j2QLvIiWWoa03E9w1Q79baZDeGA=&h=375&w=500&sz=16&hl=en&start=21&itbs=1&tbn


189 

 

Australia has always grown the best quality woollen fibre in the world– merino. By 
the early 1850s Victoria had over 6 million sheep producing 9,100 tonnes of wool 
earning over £1 million in exports. However, while wool was grown in abundance, 
there were no textile mills in Victoria to weave the fibres into cloth. As a result, 
annually millions of pounds worth of clothing was imported from England, making 
Victoria totally reliant on imports and ruining the colony’s balance of trade. 

By the early 1860s community leaders were crying out for someone to take the 
lead in setting up woollen and textile mills. Finally, in 1865 the Victorian Colonial 
Government introduced protectionist tariffs and other incentives to promote local 
production of woollen goods. A reward of £1,500 was offered to the first          
commercial enterprise to set up a factory that produced woollen cloth. A basic 
woollen mill had been established earlier inside Pentridge Stockade (prison) at 
Coburg, producing a rough material to make rugs and blankets for hospitals and 
lunatic asylums. However, the winner of the Government reward was the         
Victorian Woollen and Cloth Manufacturing Company (VW&CMC) at Geelong.* 

The company was established in 1865 after selling 5,000 shares at £5 each to 
raise capital. Land was acquired at the bottom of Swanston Street beside the   
Barwon River at South Geelong, so that water could be pumped to the               
boilers inside the factory, which in turn, provided power for all the machinery. 
Construction of the new factory began in early 1866, while machinery was sought 
from England, along with a factory manager who knew how to operate the new 
equipment. The goal was to start production before the end of the year, however 

not all ran smoothly to plan.  

To begin with, when officials of the VW&CMC arrived to          
purchase machinery in England, they found most engineering 
firms closely guarded the designs of their equipment, and       
refused to allow their plans to be compared with those of 
their competitors. This made it very difficult to determine 
which machinery was best suited for the fine merino wool 
that was to be processed back home at Geelong. Finally, after 
many months a supplier was contracted, along with a skilled       
engineer Mr. Horsfield, who would accompany the machinery 
to Australia and supervise its installation. 

William Francis Ducker—
chairman of directors of the 

VW&CM Co. during the 
1870s. 

*The Victorian Woollen and Cloth Manufacturing Company was the 
first of about 10 woollen mills established in Victoria in the 19th 
century—many of them in Geelong, alongside the Barwon River and 
also at North Geelong.  
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Then, in August 1866 it was   
discerned that the building   
nearing completion in Geelong 
was too small to contain all      
the machinery coming from          
England. An additional building 
was quickly drawn up and 
erected for an extra £1717. 

It took until October for the      
machinery to be made and put 
on a ship in England to sail to 
Geelong, but a factory manager was still yet to be found. Finally, a supervisor 
from one of the textile factories in Leeds, England, Mr Squire Ward, agreed to 
migrate to Australia and take control of the new VW&CMC workforce—but he 
would not arrive until April the following year. 

At the company’s 6-monthly meeting in January 1867 it was hoped that             
production (resulting in the government reward) would be able to start in April, 
but it would be another 9 months (January 1868) before all the bugs were worked 
out and tweed of reasonable quality was being manufactured at the site. 

The factory offered its cloth in any colour—as long as it was dark blue, produced 
from indigo dye! Rain water was collected in large underground cisterns to be 
mixed with the dye in huge baths, since the Barwon River water at the time was 
heavily polluted with stormwater run-off and household effluent. 

The first batches of tweed produced from wool were of dubious quality, as      
machine operators learned to operate their charges. However, by the following 
year (1869) Australian importers of cloth were praising the quality as being as 
good, if not better than that available from England. By May 1869 over 1,500 
yards (1,370m) of cloth was being manufactured weekly, and over 74,000 yards 
(over 67km) of cloth had been sent to the warehouse for shipment overseas. (See 
opposite page for a description of work being done inside the factory.) 

Throughout Victoria clothing companies began sending samples of their cloth 
(sourced from overseas) to see if the VW&CMC could match the quality. In many 
cases the quality supplied by the VW&CMC was better than the sample they were 
asked to match, and at the same cost. Soon orders started flooding in from all 
over, and satisfied investors were receiving a dividend of about 7—8% on their 
shares, which also continued to increase in value. 

By 1875 piped gas was connected to the factory, taking over from kerosene which 
had been a constant fire hazard. Production continued to expand as better       
machinery became available and manufacturing processes 

Victorian Woollen Mills staff outside the factory at the river end 
of Swanston St (opposite Landy Field), in c.1880. 

Notice the young boys sitting down in front on the right. 
The buildings are now part of the Godfrey Hirst carpet factory. 

(Continued over page) 

Geelong Heritage Centre photo 
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A Visit to the Factory 
(As described by a reporter from the Geelong Express newspaper in September 1870.) 

“From the moment you enter the Victorian Woollen Factory, everything that 
meets the eye seems full of life and activity. Wheels, cylinders, and spindles, are 
rapidly revolving, and wood, iron, and leather appear to be inspired with the    
animation and celerity of the operatives. On a spacious platform comprising the 
new additions to these works a dozen of frames are already at work, and eighteen 
more will likewise be in motion in the course of a few days.  

Opposite these the weavers are seated, plying their shuttles backwards and      
forwards as they alternately raise and depress the layers of worsted. In the centre 
of the room, a number of boys and apprentices from twelve years of age and   
upwards superintend the manufacture of the wool into worsted. Sharp eyes and 
nimble hands are required for this work, and the visitor is surprised at the clever 
and dexterous manner in which any breakage of the thousands of threads        
revolving in rapid and constant motion, are detected and repaired.* The wages of 
the little boys are 7s. (70c) per week, and it may reasonably be concluded that 
many of them render considerable assistance to their parents. 

In another part of the room three sets of heavy cylindrical combs or cards prepare 
the wool for the process of being made into worsted. In another large              
compartment are the washing boxes and apparatus, where the greasy wool is 
converted into pure “snowflakes.” Then there is the “Devil” in a corner by itself, 
with an individual of a dark blue complexion [covered in indigo dye], standing in 
front feeding the dyed wool into the boxes, where the dust is all removed. 

In the original portion of the works a large number of females are employed on 
the looms and the cloth is then    
submitted to the finishing processes. 

Some of the apprentices are men of 
mature years, and they are putting 
the truth of the saying that “it is 
never too late to learn,” to a very 
practical test, and evidently with the 
most satisfactory results. 

The wool [is eventually converted] 
into tweed.” 

*You may be rightly horrified by these 
details. In the 1870s, Occupational 
Health and Safety issues for workers as 
well as labour laws for children were 
not the priority they should have been. 

Inside a Woollen Mill in the 1870s. This photo from the 

Roslyn Mill in Dunedin NZ was typical of working            

conditions at the time. 
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became streamlined. In the first half of that year 82,814 yards of tweed, 655 pairs 
of blankets and 591 shawls were produced. The first half-yearly profit was just 
over £3,000. 

With business booming it was only a matter of time before other entrepreneurs 
took notice and wanted a slice of the pie. By the end of 1875 the Barwon Woollen 
Mill had become established next door to the VW&CMC. And by the end of the 
decade at least 4 other woollen mills had been built alongside the Barwon River at 
Geelong West or on the shore of Corio Bay at North Geelong. 

Despite the added competition, the VW&CMC continued to make a profit 
throughout the boom years of the 1880s, but by the start of the following decade 
all was not well in the woollen mill industry. During 1891 factory workers at 
VW&CMC were granted an 8-hour work day, down from 10-hour shifts. The     
arrangement cost the company nearly £2,000 per annum plus they lost nearly a 
quarter of their daily production. 

That same year (1891), the Australia-wide Maritime Dispute (a major strike by 
seamen) shut down the shipping industry and many other associated works. Costs 
for fuel (to heat the boilers) and raw materials increased dramatically. But while 
the VW&CMC struggled to keep manufacturing cloth, they could not export it 
overseas or interstate. And as the warehouse filled, workers had to be laid off.  

In addition to these labour problems, the company had become very limited by 
what it was able to supply to the market—dark blue woollen cloth. Overseas mills 
had started combining cotton with wool, supplying cheaper options to cloth     
buyers. Plus, they had successfully experimented with colourfast dyes, and were 
now able to offer cloth in a variety of colours. Demand from the woollen mill at 
Geelong dried up. By the end of December 1891 the banks would no longer     
extend credit to Chairman, James Scott, and his Board of Directors. 
A meeting of shareholders on January 7, 1892 at the Mechanics 
Institute in Ryrie Street agreed to close the factory. 

Seven years earlier, in 1885 the VW&CMC had employed a young 
Yorkshire man named Godfrey Hirst. The qualified weaver disagreed 
with what the company was doing to compete against overseas 
cloth suppliers, and so, in 1888 he quit his job. Starting out on his 
own making flannels, his business flourished. In 1890 he purchased 
the Barwon Woollen Mill next door. Nine years later he acquired the 
VW&CMC buildings, renaming the two factories Excelsior Number 
One and Excelsior Number Two Mills respectively. 

In 2015 the very same factory buildings down by the river are still in 
use by Godfrey Hirst, helping to make the company one of the top 
10 carpet manufacturers in the world today. 

James Scott—
chairman of directors 

who oversaw the 
closure of the factory 

in January 1892. 
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In the Beginning 

Limestone was first discovered at 
Batesford in 1888 by Richard     
Taylor. Shale, another key            
ingredient of cement, was soon 
found at Fyansford. And so,         
cement production began at 
Fyansford in 1890 led by Peter 
McCann. The company was named 
Australian Portland Cement. 

Transport difficulties forced the 
company into liquidation in 1902, 
however in 1905 it reopened. And then in 1911 an expansion program 
started with the old plant being replaced by a new rotary kiln.  

The original plant was located at the foot of the Fyansford Hill between 
Deviation Road and Hyland Street. In 1915 further expansion took capacity 
to 40,000 tonnes per year. Three years later, on September 9, 1918 a rail-

way link was completed that provided 
access to the cement works, con-
necting it with the main railway line in 
North Geelong. In 1926 the plant ex-
panded across Hyland Street to the 
top of the Herne Hill and the Railway 
Terminal, which became the main 
production site in later years. During 
the 1960s the plant was expanded 
again taking capacity to 900,000 
tonnes per year.  

The Quarry 

The original limestone quarry was located in a hillside at Batesford 3.5 
miles (6km) away from the Works. A ropeway (similar to a chairlift but 
with buckets instead of seats) was installed in 1912 to carry limestone 
from this original quarry. In 1921 steam shovels were introduced, and a 

The 3 tall chimneys at the Cement Works stood like 
sentinels watching over all who travelled into      

Geelong from the west. 

The disused Cement Works Railway in Hamlyn 
Heights, before the tracks were removed. 

National Library of Australia 
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 narrow gauge railway system began       
operating on the quarry floor in 1926. 
The quarry was 4.6 metres below river   
level, and required a system of drain-
age tunnels to collect water seeping 
from the nearby Moorabool river. In 
the 40 year life of the quarry it was 
only completely flooded once, taking it 
out of action for four weeks.  

In 1926 the ropeway was replaced by a private 3"6' railway, but working 
the quarry had became difficult. Work commenced on a new quarry 
downstream in the late 1920’s. The floor was 21 metres below sea level, 
resulting in the need for a pump system, as well as a drainage tunnel     
system to collect and dispose of seepage from the river.  

Finally, in 1931 the current open cut quarry commenced 
production, with the equipment at the old quarry either 
transferred to the new one, sold, or demolished. By 1965 
the quarry was dug to 61 metres (200ft) below ground level 
and 24 metres (80ft) below the Moorabool River, and       
covered 20ha (50 acres). In 1966 the railway was replaced 
by an overhead conveyor belt, which remained in used until 
closure of the works in 2001.  

Today 

Much of the Cement Works have been demolished. The three prominent 
chimney stacks were toppled on June 6, 2004 by explosives. Only disused 
silos sit atop the hill at the railway sid-
ing. These remain a concern for  author-
ities because of vandalism and safety 
issues. The quarry however, remains in 
use to this today. 

Future development will see over 1,950 
residential sites, and a shopping centre 
take over the 200ha site comprising the 
old Geelong Cement Works, a former 
bluestone quarry and adjacent non-
viable rural land.  

An abandoned steam shovel at the Cement Works 

The Cement Works ruins  

http://www.railgeelong.com/gallery/fyansford/cement-works/D291_9146.jpg.html
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Geelong Cement Works Retirees Museum 
A retirees museum has been established by ex-employees and other volunteers to 
showcase the Cement Works  historical significance to the Geelong area. On dis-
play are over 30 rooms of artefacts and photos relating to the  Cement Works and 
the Geelong Region. The museum is located at McCurdy Rd, Herne Hill. 

Open  hours: Sunday  2:00—4:00pm Monday  7:00—9:00pm 

A website showcasing what’s on display can be viewed online by visiting :- 
http://www.gazrox.com/Geelong_Cement_Works_Retiree's_Museum/ 

What is Portland Cement? 

In 1824 Joseph Aspdin, a British bricklayer from Leeds, was granted a patent for a process 
which he called Portland cement. 

Portland cement* is the most common type of cement in general use around the world 
because it is a basic ingredient in concrete and mortar. It was developed from natural 
cements made in Britain in the early part of the nineteenth century, and its name is     
derived from its similarity to Portland stone, a type of building stone that was quarried 
on the Isle of Portland off the south coast of England.  

Ingredients required to make Portland Cement are: 

Calcium (from Limestone) 

Silicon (from Sand) 

Aluminium (from Clay or Bauxite) 

Iron (from Iron Ore) 

Gypsum (from Shale) 

 

*  There are many different types of cement, each 
with   properties to suit the final use. 
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Located to the south of the Geelong city centre, on the other side of the Barwon 
River, is the suburb of Belmont. Today the suburb is a very desirable area to live 
in—with quiet tree-lined streets, picturesque views of the Barwon, only minutes 
from the city centre, and with fantastic shopping of its own. It was one of the first 
areas settled by white squatters. However, early attempts to expand the suburb 
met with one major obstacle—a secure bridge across the river. 

As early as 1836 Dr Alexander Thomson staked out his pastoral run on both sides 
of the river, which he managed from his homestead Kardinia, on the Geelong 
township side of the Barwon. In 1840 the breakwater was constructed, which not 
only provided a permanent fresh water source upstream, but also served as a 
rough bridge for travellers. In wet weather however, bullock teams risked life and 
limb crossing at this point. Something more had to be done. 

By 1844 a small punt was operating further upstream, and so the 
Geelong (Grant District) council considered having a larger punt 
(18m x 5m) set up at South Geelong. The owner, Mr. John Stokes, 
offered the service for free (to council that is, not to individual   
passengers), as long as the council agreed not to set up another 
punt or build a bridge across the river to compete with him for 
three years. A surveyor’s report was lodged, which concluded that a bridge across 
the river at South Geelong was far too expensive. After heated debate, the offer 
of the punt was accepted, and it was soon crossing the river, ferrying passengers, 
riders on horseback, as well as fully-laden drays from one side to the other.     
However, the service was slow, and at the mercy of the rains which swelled the 
river, making it impassable at times during the wetter months. While a bridge to 
Ballarat over the Moorabool River at Batesford was soon completed, residents in 
Belmont, as well as travellers from the western districts of Victoria still had to wait 
for the punt to carry them across. Frustrated voices began to grow in number. 

Finally, in 1847 the government        
tendered to have a wooden bridge 
built, taking the best part of a year to 
complete. Opened in 1848 the bridge 
was tolled by the South Barwon      
council. Despite this, locals citizens 
celebrated the easy access it provided 
to the town and port. However, their 
joy was short-lived. Four years later, on 
May 23, 1852, the bridge was washed 
away in a massive flood. It was back to 
the punt for Belmont’s residents! 

The name      
Belmont means 
"beautiful hill" 

1850 engraving of Geelong’s first bridge across to 
Belmont. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Thomson_(pioneer)
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Meanwhile, in 1850 Dr. Alexander       
Thomson offered for sale 93 allotments in 
the new the township of “Belmont”        
between Mount Pleasant and Roslyn 
Roads. By the mid-to-late 1850’s the    
township had developed with a general 
store and a number of pubs. Many of the 
streets in the area were named after early 
properties. For instance, Roslyn Road was 
originally a track which led to the         
homestead ‘Roslyn’ in the suburb of      

Wandana. But a permanent connection to Geelong was still desperately needed. 

Finally, in 1859 a new, solid, iron bridge was constructed. Proving to be            
flood-proof, this bridge lasted until 1924 when it was dismantled. The problem? 
Trams had arrived in Geelong in 1912, and the Barwon Bridge only had two      
narrow lanes, with no room for trams. The existing bridge replaced it in 1926. 
Built at a cost of £73,900, it is now 87 years old, and continues to link Belmont 
with the city, although the trams stopped running across it back in 1956. 

With a reliable river crossing and also the advent of the Victorian gold rush, the 
suburb of Belmont continued to grow with regular land sales. Soldier settlement 
after the First World War saw a spurt in growth, as did the construction of the 
new bridge over the Barwon River in 1926, and the extension of the Geelong 
tramway system in 1927. Later development in the 1970s saw subdivision to the 
south towards Grovedale. The CSIRO established laboratories in Belmont in 1948, 
eventually becoming one of the leading textile research centres in the world. 

The area of Belmont Common is still flood-prone during heavy rainfall. During 
1952 and again in 1995, the Barwon River broke its banks, flooding the entire  
Belmont Common area, including the caravan park and K-mart car park. A number 
of low-lying businesses on the city side of the river have since constructed flood 
walls to hopefully avert a repeat of this type 
of flood damage, except in the very worst-
case scenario. 

Today, Belmont is not the outer-most       
suburb heading south out of Geelong. 
Grovedale, Waurn Ponds, and the ever-
expanding Armstrong Creek project are now 
located further to the south. But for Belmont 
residents, nothings beats coming home 
across the Barwon Bridge to the “beautiful 
hill.” 

An early Belmont home “Royd Grange”  
built by textile boss Godfrey Hirst in 1897.   

The Barwon Bridge today. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Thomson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Thomson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wandana&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barwon_River_(Victoria)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tram
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grovedale,_Victoria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CSIRO
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kmart_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Godfrey_Hirst&action=edit&redlink=1
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Cheetham Salt Limited was founded in Geelong by Richard Cheetham, a            
manufacturing chemist from Manchester, UK, in 1888. That same year Cheetham 
began construction of a saltfield on low lying swampy land leased from the       
Victorian Government, between Limeburners Point and Point Henry. After the 
initial clearing of land, the production of salt commenced in 1894.  

In 1903, the company changed its name to The Cheetham Salt Proprietary       
Limited. Demand for Cheetham Salt products was such that further land was     
purchased between Laverton and Point Cook. Construction of a refinery was   
completed at Laverton in 1940 to produce food and industrial grades of salt. In 
1950, some land at Avalon was purchased and other land was leased for the     
construction of an additional saltfield around Corio Bay. The Lara salt field         
produced its first harvest of 500 tonnes in 1954.  

Cheetham Salt currently operate nine solar salt fields and five refineries through-
out Australia with the capacity to produce 1.4 million tonnes annually. Their fields 
and facilities can supply solar salt (salt obtained by evaporating seawater) for  
every need, ranging from table salt to entire ship loads of industrial salt.      

Although the Moolap works has recently closed down, Cheetham Salt Limited  
remains Australia’s largest producer and refiner of solar salt. 

The Cheetham Salt Pans in East Geelong - 1927 

The Cheetham Saltworks in Moolap was spread over an area of approximately 500 
hectares. The majority of the site consisted of an interconnected series of      
evaporation and crystalliser pans. An extensive basalt sea wall provided            
controlled inflow and outflow of salt water via a sluice system, operating in      
tandem with a series of pumps. 

The administration/workshop area of the property consisted of a cluster of red 
brick and corrugated iron constructions, some of which dated to the 1920’s.    
Associated with the site was a domestic residence, built in 1900 for the manager, 
and a 1920’s brick memorial hall and library. 
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In 1852 a 30-year-old stocky Irishman, Michael Donaghy, arrived 
by ship in Geelong, along with his wife and children. The gold rush 
was in full swing, but Donaghy was not lured to Ballarat by the 
rich deposits found there. Rather, he had come from Ireland, via 
England, where he had gained experience in rope making. And 
discussions with the ship’s crew during the long voyage from    
Europe had convinced Donaghy that making rope in the new    
colony of Victoria could be a very profitable business indeed, 
since ships of the time typically needed up to 32km (20 miles) of rope on board! 

On May 18, 1852, Donaghy produced the first commercially-made rope made in 
Victoria. His first factory was a small shed erected near the Barwon River at      
Marnock Vale (Chilwell), and his only assistant at that time was a lad who helped 
him to spin the yarn by hand. 

Once the flax or hemp fibres were cleaned and combed, they were attached to 
the hooks of a spinning (hand-turned) wheel, and the rope-maker had to walk 
backwards as the rope grew longer, continually feeding more fibres into the    
ever-lengthening rope. The length of rope was governed by how far the worker 
could walk backward in a straight line, and hold the rope off the ground. 

After a long, arduous day spinning rope, Donaghy pushed a wheelbarrow laden 
with rope over rough paths from Chilwell to the waterfront, where he found a 
ready market among the ship captains, wanting to replace broken or frayed rope 
on their vessels. The arduous trek each day was soon made easier with the       
purchase of a horse and yellow-coloured cart, which became well-known in    
Geelong as it made deliveries across town. 

By the following year (1853) Geelong’s 
population had grown to about 15,000. 
Donaghy’s rope business had become 
so prosperous that he now employed 
30 staff, and had expanded the factory 
buildings. He had also installed the first 
crude machinery to lighten the demand 
on heavy labour. 

While ship rope was still the main   
product manufactured, Donaghy had 
also noticed a demand for flat rope, 
used by miners at the gold fields to raise 
and lower pit cages into their mines. 
The strong, dependable flat rope was 

Michael Donaghy 

From 1852 until 1873, Donaghy’s original factory was 
located in Fyans Street, Marnock Vale (Chilwell), an 

area of Geelong then known as Irish Town, due to the 
large number of settlers that had come from the 

‘Green Isle.’  
Michael Donaghy is pictured sitting in the cart. 
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added to the production line, contributing to Donaghy’s     
reputation as a quality rope-maker. 

The rope business continued to grow slowly, limited to some 
extent by Michael Donaghy’s insistence that all transactions 
were paid for in cash. But by 1873 it was evident that new 
premises, with room for a longer rope walk (See page 202) 
was needed. And so, in the vast open fields of Geelong West, 
Donaghy constructed his new rope factory.  

Donaghy named his new premises the Fairview Rope Factory. 
Around this time Michael saw fit to introduce his two sons to 
the business. John and Michael Jr. were both taken on,       
initially as apprentices, but eventually in 1878, as partners. To 
add to the growth in Geelong, branches were established in 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Dunedin in New Zealand, and later in 
Sydney, Hobart, Launceston, Perth, and even Fiji. 

Sadly, on May 21, 1883 Michael Donaghy died and was buried in the Geelong 
Eastern Cemetery. His 41-year-old son John took over as manager of the Fairview 
Rope Factory. In 1886 John bought out his brother and other partner, James    
Wallace, and became the sole owner of the business. 

It was during this time that steamships were taking over from sailing ships.      
Initially, the demand for rope for sailing ships went into decline. This was        
compounded by the recession of the early 1890s. However, a new invention was 
to be the saviour of the rope making business—the hay baling machine! 

A Family Business 

A large number of Donaghy’s employees spent all of 
their working lives at the ropeworks, and it was not 
uncommon for three or four generations of the 
same family to be associated with the factory. Up to 
250 people were employed at the works at any 
time, and many of them were quite young boys. In 
fact, the works had the nick-name of Fairview     
College due to the large number of juveniles who 

worked there. In addition, women were found to have the dexterity needed to make the 
coir mats, and so dozens of young women were also employed in the factory. 

Industrial relations between management and staff was usually very good. During the late 
1880s when about 90 men and women were employed, the factory voluntarily adopted 
the 8-hour work day. In June 1890, when 50 of the employees resolved to form a         
Rope-workers Employees Union, they immediately passed a motion thanking their           
employer for granting them the 8 hour day before the law required it.  

Donaghy’s “Kangaroo” brand 
hay baling twine was readily 

identified by farmers 
throughout Australia. 

A Donaghy’s worker feeding sisal into a 
hacking and combing machine. 
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Shown for the first time at the Melbourne Centenary Exhibition in 1888, the hay 
baler used twine instead of wire to hold the bale together. The baler became   
instantly popular with farmers, and Donaghy’s factory struggled to keep up with 
demand for twine to feed the growing number of hay balers. In fact, during       
hay-making season even the clerks in the office peeled off their coats to help load 
reels of twine onto the queue of horses with carts at the front of the factory in 
Pakington Street. 

The factory expanded in 1894, with a coir mat assembly line added. The mats, 
made from the husks of coconuts, are still a popular item at the front door of 
many homes today.  

The turn of the century saw severe drought in Australia, causing great concern for 
rope-makers who now relied on farmers for most of their sales. Despite this, in 
1905 Donaghy’s became a proprietary company, the first in Geelong and one of 
the first in Victoria. The factory was overhauled, and new machinery boosted   
production capacity dramatically. With World War I looming on the horizon, the 
decision proved a valuable one to Donaghy’s and all Australia. 

The 20th century saw the invention of synthetic fibres. As a result, the demand 
for rope made with natural fibres gradually went into decline. Donaghy’s        
eventually merged with James Miller Holdings in 1968 but the company did not 
prosper. The Geelong works closed down in 1978, putting off the 203 staff, some 
who had been with the company for over 40 years. However, Donaghy’s was soon 
purchased by a previous rival, Kinnears, and the Geelong West factory re-opened 
later that same year. 

The revival was not to last. Kinnears closed its doors for the final time in 1999. The 
property was sold to developers who demolished the factory and built the new 
Pakington Strand retail area. The factory had been a Geelong icon for 125 years, 
and many Geelong residents fondly remember the family environment working 
among the noisy rope-making machines. 

Donaghy’s Rope Works– at 95 Pakington Street, Geelong West; now the site of the       
Pakington Strand retail shopping strip, with Woolworths supermarket behind. 
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What is a Ropewalk?  

A ropewalk* is a long straight narrow  
covered pathway, where long strands 
of material are laid before being 
twisted into rope—and Donaghy’s 
ropewalk was one of the longest in 
the world! The original ropewalk, 
constructed in 1874 was 760m long, 
stretching from Pakington Street all 
the way to Elizabeth Street. This 
made possible the manufacture of 
610m (2,000ft) long cables needed in 
South Australia for boring wells. 

In 1905 the ropewalk was shortened to 412m long by 6m wide, since rope lengths 
had become standardized to 220m and 330m long. This change opened up land in 
Waratah Street for housing alongside the rope factory.   

Rope was made using specialised machinery known as 
gallantynes, fore gears, travellers and top carts. The 
ropewalk received major modifications during the 
1950s, but by then the process of making rope using a 
ropewalk was already in decline. Synthetic fibres like 
polypropylene, nylon, and polyesters were starting to 
revolutionise the rope-making industry. In addition, 
more efficient vertical rope-making machines eased the 
need for intensive manual labour. 

The ropewalk in Geelong West was closed down in 1999 to make way for new 
retail outlets, including a Woolworths supermarket, but ropewalks continue to be 
used in other countries up to this day. 

Donaghy’s Fairwiew Factory in 1930, showing the 
412m long ropewalk corridor. 

With high speed machinery and other moving equipment, 
accidents were very common at Donaghy’s Ropeworks. For 
example, in 1940, 15 year old Peter Miller lost his right hand 
when caught in the machinery, while in 1919 a youth named 
Leslie Scott died after accidently setting himself on fire. In 
1923 the young son of Thomas White died after following his 

father into the factory and being crushed by a 2.5 ton machine.  

The process of using the ropewalk created lots of fibre dust which proved very flammable. 
Fires in 1904, 1918, and again in 1927 nearly destroyed the factory. 

* To see a ropewalk in action go to: www.youtube.com/watchv=IaHQUvG8jzA 
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Victorian gold discovery 
brought with it material wealth, 
and a higher standard of living, 
which include entertainment -
theatre, opera, dance and soon 
to come, film. However, with 
limited facilities in Geelong, 
locals had to travel to            
Melbourne to enjoy such     
refinements. But then, in 1879 
the Geelong Town Council    
decided to hold a large          
exhibition, similar to those held 
in Ballarat and Sandhurst (Bendigo). The building to house the exhibition, they 
decided, could afterwards be converted for use by the arts. Therefore, the Town 
Council established the Exhibition-hall Company. They lobbied the State            
Government and received a grant, but more money was required to construct a 
large theatre. Thus, they offered 3,000 shares to the  public at £1 each. 

Initial protestors to the project, made up of those from the more conservative 
religious groups who viewed theatres as a tool of the devil, argued that the town 
council had no legal right to construct a hall/theatre in land set aside in the       
original town plan as a Market Square. To thwart this protest, a deputation from 
the council, including the mayor, convinced the State Government to pass an act 
permitting the building to go ahead. Construction began in July 1879, and the 
initial exhibition ran for 4 months, from December 1879 through to the end of the    
following April displaying over 30,000 exhibits. After the closure of the exhibition, 
the building was converted to stage live theatre performances.  

The Exhibition Theatre (as it was initially called) had a 1,500 seat capacity and was 
located to the west of the Clock Tower, having a frontage to what became Jacob 
Street.* The building had two 12m tall corner towers, a large balcony, and a semi 
circular fan-light to light the main hall. It re-opened on December 27, 1881 to a 
full house that enjoyed two operettas—Cups and Saucers, and Rose of Auvergne, 
along with songs by Miss Kate Thayer.  

For the next twenty years the Exhibition Theatre was a popular venue for those 
seeking to be amused. However, by the turn of the century the theatre had     
become run-down and in urgent need of repair. During 1903 the theatre was fully 

*The site today is in the Market Square Shopping Centre, covering an area approximately 
where the food court is situated and where the chemist fronts on to Little Malop Street. 

The Geelong Exhibition Hall/His Majesty’s Theatre, as it              
appeared in the 1880’s—viewed as if standing today outside              

7-Eleven on the corner of Moorabool St and looking down Little 
Malop St. The Austin Clock Tower stands in the background. 
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renovated, and, in October that year was again re-opened with 
much fanfare and a new name—His Majesty’s Theatre, after King 
Edward VII, who reigned over the British Empire until 1910. Famous          
Melbourne playwright, J. C. Williamson provided the entertainment 
with his English Comedy Company performing “Are You a Mason?” 

Considered the best theatre in Australia outside a capital city,      
many notable performers appeared there. Even Dame Nellie Melba      
appeared at the theatre in February 1915. However, perhaps the 
most notable appearance in Geelong’s His Majesty’s Theatre was 
the showing of the Photo Drama of Creation over 4 consecutive 
nights on December  1-4, 1914. 

Black and white silent films had been around since the 1880’s. In fact, the world’s 
first feature-length silent movie was made in Melbourne in 1906—entitled Ned 
Kelly. It would be another 21 years before the first black and white film was       
released with voice recording attached. (The Jazz Singer in 1927.) In between 
came the Photo Drama of Creation, produced by the International Bible Students 
Association (IBSA), and shown first in New York in January 1914 before being seen 
throughout the English-speaking world. Geelong was the second city in Australia 
to see the marvel, after showing to packed audiences in Melbourne for the       
previous three weeks.  

The lengthy production contained 4,000 metres of film, coloured by hand. And 
while sound recording was not on the film itself, phonograph records were       
synchronised with the moving pictures so that, for the very first time, Geelong 
citizens heard what appeared to be a person talking on a movie screen. Other 
parts of the 8-hours of bible education included 400 colour slides telling the     
bible’s story, presented along with musical accompaniment.  

The Photo Drama of Creation was shown free over the 4 
nights, the cost of producing the film and hiring the theatre 
totally funded by the IBSA. The only stipulation made by the 
presenters was that “children must be under care” of an 
adult. After the first night (when about 900 attended) the 
“House Full” sign had to be displayed for the next 3         
evenings, and hundreds had to be turned away disappoint-
ed. Inside the theatre, the audience sat enthralled, seeing 
on the screen through the smoke haze (smoking was       
allowed in theatres in those days) things they had never 
seen before. But not all were happy with the showing. . . 

Disgruntled local clergy on the Council of Churches, in an 
effort to stop the Photo Drama of Creation from being 
shown, lodged a formal  protest with the Town Council. 

King Edward VII 
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 Why the hostility? The film exposed many 
church teachings as being unbiblical, 
proving instead they were based on     
man-made traditions and pagan ideology. 
In addition, few attended church with 
their usual donations that week, since    
churchgoers were at His Majesty’s       
Theatre instead! A number of locals were 
disgusted at the clergy’s hypocrisy, and 
even the manager of His Majesty’s       
Theatre, M. J. Galvin, wrote to the      
Geelong Advertiser in strong support of 
the highly educational show.  

By August 1934 purpose-designed      
picture theatres had sprung up everywhere, and His Majesty’s had become      
dilapidated. Market Square had started to fill with newer buildings, including the 
Solomon’s building (1912), and the CML building (1923). It was time for His       
Majesty’s to close. The theatre was leased by the City Council to private interests, 
then remodelled over the next 5 months into a car showroom—Cowley’s City 
Garage, which sold Austin cars to the discerning Geelong buyer. 

In 1959 that car dealership closed and the building site was tendered by the      
Geelong City Council for car-parking space. Growing motor traffic in Geelong at 
this time resulted in a need for more parking spaces in the central area (still     
hasn’t changed today!) To provided this, Cowley's Motor Garage was demolished, 
and a 3-level concrete car-park built. Officially opened on October 20, 1961 by 
Member for Corio Mr Hubert Opperman (yes, the cycling champion), the car park 
cost £70,000, and had a 200 cars capacity. It also offered fuel, lubrication, and a 
car-wash to motorists. 

By the 1980’s, the whole Market Square area needed a facelift. Rejecting          
proposals from private interests to develop the site, the Geelong City Council   
decided to do it themselves. Starting in 1984, Jacob Street was closed, and the 
entire city block remodelled into a giant shopping centre, which now rivals 
Westfield on the other side of Malop Street. 

Well, they call that “progress” and maybe you prefer the convenience of modern 
shopping centres. But next time you stop in the Market Square food court to      
enjoy a coffee or a bite to eat, close your eyes, sit back, and imagine your chair is 
a seat in His Majesty’s Theatre. Listen for the strains of opera singing, the laughter 
from a comical play, the flicker from movie reels going through the projector, and 
finally, the applause from those around you as they show their appreciation for 
another fine night’s entertainment at His Majesty’s Theatre. 

This photo, taken in 1912, shows a busy Moorabool 
Street, with construction of the Solomon’s building 
underway in Market Square. His Majesty’s Theatre 

is in the background. 
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In Bell Post Hill at the top of Braund 
Avenue is Creamery Road, which   
crosses over the Geelong Bypass    
Freeway, skirts past Covenant College, 
and joins up with Geelong-Ballan Road 
near the Midland Highway.* I have   
travelled this road many times and 
often asked—“What’s a Creamery?” 
Let me share what I have discovered: 

The most common product made from 
milk today is cheese. But a century ago 
butter was more popular. The first step 
in making butter after milking the cows is to separate the cream from the milk. 
This is easily performed at a butter factory today, but before WWI it was not. 
Why? Because of the time required to transport milk from nearby farms. 

Without refrigeration, which only became common in the 1920s, milk 
went sour quite quickly, especially during the warmer summer 
months. Even butter went rancid within a few days of production. 
[See box: Making Butter Last Longer] Since cream has to be separated 
before the milk sours, it left little time for farmers to get their product 
to a butter factory, which was usually set up in a larger town or city. 
Thus, smaller creameries were established close to dairy farmland, so 
farmers had a quick drop-off point for their milk. 

How did a Creamery work? Up until the middle of the nineteenth 
century cream had to be settled in shallow pans, allowing the cream 

to be skimmed off the top after a day or so. Farmers often did most of the work 
themselves. This method was very slow and wasted a sizable   
quantity of the cream. In fact, up to 30% of the total cream in the 
milk was commonly not collected. 

Then, in 1877, Swedish engineer, Gustaf de Laval patented the 
cream separator. His hand-turned machine, which spun at speeds 
of 6,000—8,000rpm, allowed for continuous milk to be fed in the 
top, while using centrifugal force to quickly separate the lighter 
cream from the heavier skimmed milk.^ Later models of De Laval’s 

Constructed as a Creamery in 1892 on the Princes  
Highway at Pomborneit North, this building was      

eventually expanded to become the Camperdown 
Cheese and Butter Factory. It closed in the mid-1950s 

and is now an antiques dealer, Pombo Mart. 

Gustaf De Laval 

An early hand-turned  De 
Laval cream separator 

* The actual factory was at the end of Creamery Rd, on the site now     
occupied by the Macedonian Orthodox Community of Geelong. 

^ While skimmed milk is packaged and marketed to the health conscious of 
today, 115 years ago it was not considered fit for human consumption, 
and was fed to farm animals, mainly pigs. 
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machine were connected to electric motors to remove the back-breaking work of 
turning the handle. These efficient machines collected over 99% of the cream 
from the milk body. 

The machines soon became a world-wide sensation, and western Victorian       
dairymen were among those clamouring to gets their hands on them. Soon, 
creameries using De Laval’s machines were springing up all over country Victoria.  

How profitable were these new cottage businesses? Around the year 1900, a     
gallon (4.5 litres) of milk cost 3 cents to buy from the farmer. Approximately 1.8 
pounds (0.8kg) of cream could be extracted from the gallon of milk. Costs for     
separating the cream came to 2½ cents a pound. Butter sold for about 9 cents a 
pound, providing a handy profit for the dairyman, and butter factory owner.* 

There were not a lot a dairy farms near Geelong. Thus, by the turn of the 20th   
century, only a few creameries were located nearby—including one at Inverleigh, 

* Yep, you guessed it. The farmer got the least return of all. Not much has changed in   
farming economics in the last 115 years, has it? 

Making Butter Last Longer 

“Butter Tastes Better,” or so the marketing slogan says. But 100 
years ago the taste of butter varied widely, depending on a number 
of factors. 

The type of cows, quality of butter-milk, type of pasture, the  
weather, and level of hygiene used by the farmer and factory workers all impacted on the 
taste of the butter. However, the age of the milk and cream were the biggest factors. 

Before WWI cream was usually collected from several milkings before being sent by the 
farmer to the Creamery. Combined with milk from other farms, the cream had naturally  
started to ferment, with bacteria turning milk sugars to lactic acid. Butter made from this 
cream was called ‘cultured butter.’ It had a stronger taste, and lower shelf life. 

To increase shelf-life, preservatives like boric acid (also used in insecticides) was added to the 
butter. This butter could no longer be labelled ‘pure butter,’ and sold for a cheaper price.  
Naturally, some sneaky grocers added their own boric acid to supplies of ‘pure’ butter, to  
increase the chance of sale before it turned rancid and had to be thrown out. 

Two important inventions paved the way for longer shelf-life and more uniform taste. First, 
refrigeration. Lowering the temperature of the milk slows down the fermentation process and 
leaves more milk sugars in the cream. After production, refrigerated butter can last for several 
months, compared to about 10 days for un-refrigerated butter. 

The second invention was developed by the Dutch—pasteurisation. Heating the milk, then 
quickly cooling it kills the natural bacteria in the liquid, increasing shelf-life of milk from 1-2 
days to nearly two weeks. Ultra heat-treated milk (UHT) lasts up to 9 months. 

The end result of refrigeration and pasteurisation being used in the dairy industry today is 
that butter does indeed taste better! Don’t you agree? 
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one at Drysdale, and the one at Lovely Banks. All were associated 
with the Geelong Butter Factory. However, the Geelong Butter 
Factory was also supplied by creameries as far away as Colac,          
Camperdown, and Terang. In 1901, 60 creameries supplied enough cream for the 
Butter Factory to make 92 tonnes of butter, half of it headed to England in newly 
refrigerated shipping, where it sold for 11½ cents a pound (25c a kilogram). 

Running a creamery was not without its share of problems. Competition between 
creameries located near each other was fierce—as both courted favour with local 
farmers, and haggled for the best price they could get from Butter Factories. For 
example, in 1897 in Colac, where 6 creameries had become established, competi-
tion saw the lowest prices for milk, cream and butter compared to anywhere else 
in Victoria. Shareholders in the Geelong Butter Factory, which had been built 4 
years earlier became very concerned that they would not be able to compete 
with Colac, and they sought to lower prices for cream in the Geelong district. 
Farmers were again the main losers, and it didn’t stop there! 

Farmers were paid for 10½ gallons of milk in 
each full milk can sent to the creamery.  
However, the milk cans held 11 gallons of 
milk, thus causing the supplier to bear the 
extra cost of half a gallon of milk in each can. 
Further disputes raged over the quantity of 
butterfat in the milk, which affected the end 
price given to each farmer. One farm would 
supply milk rated low in buttermilk, yet his 
neighbour, with the same breed of cows and 

quality of pasture would receive a higher rating. Disputes over preferential     
treatment to certain farmers raged on, especially among their wives! 

Labour problems also affected the dairying industry. It was noted that prejudice 
against dark-skinned natives and foreigners turned away potential customers. 
Creamery owners were warned against employing Asians or immigrants from  
India, since buyers did not want cream that “had passed through the unsavoury 
hands of an uncleanly Hindoo.” Thankfully such     
unfounded prejudice no longer exists in local dairies 
today. 

Modern dairy machinery is far more efficient,        
requiring much less labour than 100 years ago. But 
the next time you travel along Creamery Road, you 
may wish to ponder the important role creameries 
served in developing Victoria’s and indeed Geelong’s         
heritage, which has been passed onto us today. 

Advertising sign 
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Lethbridge 

The township of Lethbridge is located on the Midland Highway, approximately 
31km northwest of Geelong. While travelling from Geelong to Ballarat drivers are 
expected to lower their speed to 80km/h for about 2km as they pass through the 
town, but there is little to see from the main highway. This belies the amazing 
history of the once bustling town! 

The original site of Lethbridge was known as 
'Muddy Water Holes,' and was used as a water-
ing point for travellers on their way from the port 
at Geelong to the goldfields at Ballarat. The 
tracks made by their horse-drawn wagons carved 
the route for the present Midland Highway. The 
township was renamed Lethbridge in 1854 and 2 
formal grids of streets were laid out on each side 
of the highway to entice more settlers into the 
area. And within 5 years the area was swarming 
with up to 2,000 inhabitants, creating a tent city 
as far as the eye could see! Why? 

The Lethbridge area has relatively poor soil, and only a small water supply. But in 
the mid-1850s a rare deposit of a very high-quality basalt, called bluestone, was 
discovered there. Before the mass production of clay bricks heralded a worldwide 
change in construction material, stone was the favoured building material for 
quality work, and Lethbridge was located on a slab of hard bluestone 7m deep, 
resting upon clay, and nearly flawless in quality. While bluestone was also       
quarried around Melbourne at Clifton Hill, Brunswick and Coburg, that stone was 
of inferior quality compared with stone from Lethbridge—and the town was           
conveniently located directly between Geelong and Ballarat, making it the perfect 
source for stone required to construct the new railway line between the 2 towns. 
By 1860, four separate areas around town were being quarried, employing    

stonemasons, quarrymen, and stone-breakers.  

However, once the railway was completed in 
1862, demand for Lethbridge bluestone waned. 
While many prominent buildings in Melbourne 
are built from Lethbridge bluestone, as well as St 
Mary of the Angels Catholic Basilica in Geelong, 
gradually the quality material went out of      
favour. Today, Lethbridge has a population of 
about 950, most who commute to Geelong for 
work. The quarries closed nearly 80 years ago, 
and little remains of the once bustling township. 

Lethbridge General Store– Opposite the 
Railway Station in Russell Street. 

The railway still passes beside the main 
quarry area at Lethbridge. Only the chimney 

stack for the boiler house remains.  
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In September 1878, a contract was let for 
the construction of a railway branch line 
from South Geelong to Queenscliff. Its 
purpose was to service Fort Queenscliff, 
so that Port Phillip could be better        
defended. Topher, Angus & Smith won 
the contract and for £58,997 the line 
was built. The 33.7km long railway was    
constructed and opened in less than 
nine months after the contract was let. 

On May 21, 1879, the Governor of     
Victoria, George Phipps, officially opened 
the line. A celebratory banquet was held afterwards in the Grand Hotel at 
Queenscliff. At the banquet, the Minister for Railways, the Hon. John Woods, 
made the following speech: “It is probably that, from a railway point of view, this 
line will not pay very well, but there are other things which should be taken into 
consideration as well as the paying capacity of the railway. This line is essentially a 
military line; It is a line… which our enemies might fairly stand in dread, for by its 
means men and material can now be concentrated on this spot from Melbourne in 
90 minutes for the defense of the port.” 

When the very first trains ran they only catered for first class passengers. This was 
rectified in July 1879, when there was room for both first and second class       
passengers to travel along the branch each day. By January 1885, business was 
brisk, with four trains per day running in each direction starting from Queenscliff. 
The trains were scheduled such that residents of Queenscliff were able to        
commute to Geelong to work and tourists were able to make a day trip from   
Geelong to Queenscliff. 

While the train service was very helpful to Queenscliff residents, it was obvious 

A steam locomotive at the Queenscliff Railway Station in 1915. 

Map showing the route of the Bellarine Railway line 
from South Geelong to Queenscliff. 
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that the whole railway branch was being    
funded to provide military support to Fort 
Queenscliff as well as Fort Nepean on the    
other side of Port Phillip Heads. However, with 
the growing prosperity which accompanied 
the start of the twentieth century, it was    
evident that there was little strategic value in committing such huge resources to 
defend Port Phillip Heads. By 1910 the service was reduced to two trains per day, 
and in 1931 the services were greatly reduced again when passenger services 
were dropped and goods trains ran on Tuesdays and Thursdays only. However, an 
excursion train was able to run on Sundays if required. A further reduction in  
services occurred in 1934 when Tuesday goods trains were stopped. 

A temporary revival in use of the line came during World War 2 while mines were    
carried to and from the military base on Swan Island near Queenscliff. Up to   
fourteen trains per day ran at this time. However, after the war finished, traffic 
was insufficient for the weekly service to continue and services were gradually 
shut down. Finally, in May 1959 the line was closed beyond Cheetham’s Siding. A 
reprieve was granted shortly thereafter, when a shell-grit quarry at Point Lonsdale 
opened, sending shell-grit to Melbourne glass manufacturers by rail. This kept the 
line open for goods trains until 1973, when the shell-grit quarry greatly reduced 
its output. 

During 1975-76 it was announced that 
many Victorian country branch lines would 
close, and one of the first to shut down 
was the Queenscliff line, the final day 
coming on November 6, 1976. The very 
last train was a steam hauled special for 
the Association of Railway Enthusiasts. 

Today, the section between Geelong 
South and Drysdale has been converted 
into a Rail Trail, while tourist trains still    
ply the line between Drysdale and 
Queenscliff.            (See box above) 

The Bellarine Railway today 
Today, the Bellarine Railway is a volunteer operated steam driven tourist railway. It was opened in 
1979 and operates on a 16km section of the disused branch line. The railway currently operates 
services between Queenscliff and Drysdale with an intermediate stop at Lakers Siding every Sunday 
of the year and several days a week during school holidays. 

The Bellarine Railway is home to the “Blues Train”, featuring live music most Saturday evenings from 
October to May. And every year Thomas the Tank Engine and his friends visit the Queenscliff Railway 
Station and offer rides and activities for children 
throughout the weekend.  

Ex Fyansford Cement Works steam locomotive 
No.4 travelling on the Bellarine Railway in 2007. 

The Bellarine Rail Trail 
The Bellarine Rail Trail is a 32km walking and 
cycling track on the Bellarine Peninsula that 
follows the route of the former South       
Geelong to Queenscliff branch line. The rails 
have been removed from the section        
between South Geelong and Drysdale. 
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In the February 2014 Jillong Pocket, we 
detailed the efforts of Geelong’s early 
pioneers to establish a water supply in 
the town. In 1850 a water fountain was 
constructed on the south-west corner 
of Market Square—where Banjo’s    
Bakery is today. The fountain proved 
inadequate as a water supply for 
townsfolk, and was soon replaced with 
a large water tank, which supplied water to the town for the next 23 years. 

With the establishment of a piped water supply, the tank was demolished, but 
about 20 years later, an ornamental fountain was constructed on the same       
corner, as a legacy of Geelong’s early water supply. Donated by John Traill, the 
beautiful fountain was one of the main featured items in the early park setting on 
the corner of Moorabool and Little Malop Streets. 

After Queen Victoria died in 1901, the 
Moorabool Street frontage to Market Square 
was renamed Victoria Square. In addition to 
the Traill Fountain, a large statue of Queen 
Victoria was centrally located for all to see as 
they travelled up Moorabool Street. Another 
fountain (named the Hitchcock Fountain) was       
installed near the corner of Malop Street.  

However, 11 years later, commercial interests 
took over priorities in the area. Victoria 
Square was replaced by Solomon’s Depart-

The Traill Fountain—donated to the town of       
Geelong in the 1890’s by John Traill (see below). 

John Traill 
John Traill was born in 1824. At 30 years of age, as Chief Officer he ran 
the Geelong agency for the steamer Express, which traded between 
Geelong and Melbourne. The shipping business expanded gradually, and 
by 1876 he became a senior partner in the company, Huddart,   Parker 
Limited, which operated many ship routes throughout Australia and 
New Zealand. 
By 1886 Traill had outlived the other three original partners and       
remained chairman of the Huddart Parker Company until his death in 
1916 at 92 years of age. Earlier, in 1890 he had moved the offices of the 
company from the wharves of Geelong to Collins Street in Melbourne, 
but he never forgot his heritage at Geelong, and donated the Traill 
Fountain to the town, out of appreciation for the community he loved. 

The Hitchcock Fountain—with a rotunda 
behind it. Victoria Square (c.1910) 
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(Above) Victoria Square in 1910—featuring the 
Queen Victoria statue, and the Traill Fountain, in 

front of His  Majesty’s Theatre.  
 

(Right) Governor of Victoria, Sir Rohan             
Delacombe, turning on the Delacombe           

Fountain near the site of the original water       
tank in Market Square, on March 21, 1974. 

ment Store in 1912. The Queen Victoria statue was relocated to the Eastern     
Gardens, while the two fountains were set up in the Botanic Gardens. Thus, all 
traces of a water supply at Market Square disappeared for the next 62 years. 

Then, from the 1960’s onward, Market Square underwent a number of changes, 
including the restoration of a water theme on the corner of Moorabool and Little 
Malop Streets. In 1974 the Delacombe Fountain was opened, but like its           
predecessor 124 years earlier, it did not last long, being swallowed up in the    
major renovation of Market Square that took place during the 1980’s. 

With the new Market Square 
shopping centre opened in 
1986, attention turned to rede-
veloping the mall in Little Malop 
Street. Instead of a traditional 
fountain, the water theme was 
continued with a Popjet display, 
which rises from the pavement.  

While this water feature has not 
proven to be very popular in 
recent times, it is our hope that 
Geelong’s water supply heritage 
continues to be honoured in 
some way on this corner of   
Market Square. The current Popjet display now 

featured in Little Malop Street 
The Traill Fountain—located in 

the Botanic Gardens today 



214 

 

In the late nineteenth century, one of the most popular meeting places of the 
gentry in Geelong was the Fernery Hotel, which used to adorn the south-west 
corner of Aphrasia Street and Shannon Avenue in Newtown. The licensee, Mr.   
W. Jeffery, in order to attract custom, erected a lookout tower at the rear of the 
hotel and established an extensive fernery and garden. 

According to the Maning & Bishop's Geelong and Western District Directory     
1882-3, the first of all places worth seeing in Geelong was “Jeffery's Fernery,     
containing one of the largest and most varied assortment of ferns to be found in 
any conservatory in the colony; and several pretty views of the Barwon and 
Moorabool rivers to be obtained from Herne Hill, and the high lands overlooking 
the valleys through which those rivers pass.” 

Inside the hotel itself, for the amusement of patrons Jeffrey had gathered a fine 
collection of curios, including mementos from many famous shipwrecks along the 
coast. Styled on the model of a typical English pub, a skittles club (a game similar 
to indoor bowling) was established for the sporting minded, and the  gambling 
instincts of many were catered for with regular cock-fighting events. The fame of 
Jeffrey’s venture spread far and wide. (see box: Relax at Geelong!) 

A horse-drawn bus service, known as the “Sunbeam Line” made its terminus at 
the fernery and an hourly bus service between Newtown and Geelong was     
maintained for a number of years. It is recorded that this service, which departed 
daily at 8:30am, never once failed to arrive on time with passengers for the   
morning steamer, the Excelsior, which left promptly at 9am for Melbourne. 

The Newtown and Jeffery’s Fernery horse-drawn bus service outside the Fernery Hotel in 
c.1890. The observation tower can be seen behind the building. 
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In November 1895 the Fernery Hotel was sold by Jeffrey to Messrs. Hodges, the 
well-known brewers for £2,500. The Jeffrey’s moved to Melbourne to live,       
however, the Hotel continued to serve and entertain the public for many years. 
Some time after World War I the hotel fell into disrepair and was de-licensed. It 
was then bought by Mr. T. Bragge and divided into two residences and a shop. By 
the late 1920’s only the shop tenanted by Mr. Emery and selling confectionary 
was occupied. 

The sad end for this famous early Geelong landmark came on Sunday, January 6, 
1930. At about 2am on that morning the old hotel built mainly of stone and      
rubble was destroyed by fire. Although the building was insured Mr. Emery lost 
about £200 in stock and fittings. Today, a fine private home has been built on the 
site, looking out over the busy Shannon Avenue intersection. 

Relax at Geelong! 
(Excerpt from the Independent  newspaper from Footscray Saturday, October 21, 1893. p.2) 

“As a relaxation from the toils and worries of business so prevalent just now, no doubt 
many of our local residents will doubtless indulge in a "trip on the briny" to Geelong, during 
the summer months. Whilst there, a very enjoyable afternoon can be passed by visiting 
Jeffery's Gardens as they are locally termed. They join the Fernery Hotel owned by Mr       
W. Jeffery and are a source of pleasure to thousands of visitors. At the present time, the 
gardens which are prettily laid out, are a mass of flowers of every hue and colour, rich and 
rare. Part of the gardens are enclosed as ferneries, and there you will find the rarest palms, 
ferns and all manner of tropical plants, growing in profusion whilst the latticed roofs are 
converted into veritable flower gardens by the beautiful Wisteria which covers them and is 
now seen at its best. . . 

In one part of the ground an elevated lookout has been erected and with the aid of field 
glasses one has a magnificent view of the town etc. Looking across the still, placid waters of 
Corio Bay the You Yangs mountains are to be seen in the distance whilst on the west side 
the Barwon Heads (where so many shipwrecks have occurred), Lake Connewarre, the      
Barwon River which had at the time of writing over-flowed its banks, and other pretty     
surroundings catch the eye, whilst an excellent view of the city is also obtained. 

To add to the attractiveness of the place, fountains have been erected at intervals over the 
ground where also can be seen relics of the "monarchs of the ocean" which have come to 
an untimely end. Here is to be seen the wheel and compass of the ill-fated ship Loch Ard, 
life-buoys from the Cheviot, Osprey, Enterprise, Paul Jones, Joseph Scammell, Lightning and 
the figure head of the Loch Liven, all of which are sad remembrances of good steamers and 
ships which are now no more. . . Altogether the gardens reflect great credit on Mr. Jeffery 
and his gardener and are well worthy a visit from anyone who has a few hours to spend in 
that most salubrious town- Geelong.” 
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The main picture was taken in 1902 atop the chimney of the recently completed electricity 

generating Power Station, on the corner of Yarra Street and Brougham Street in Geelong. 

The view is of central Geelong looking over the hospital toward East Geelong and Breakwater. 

Today, most of this view would be blocked by the newly developed Westfield Shopping     

Centre, across the road-bridge on the east side of Yarra Street. However, a number of the   

buildings in the existing photo still stand today... 

A view of the Power Station with its chimney, 

from which the main photo was taken. 

Today, the Power Station no longer exists. 

However, part of the original building has 

been incorporated into the Westfield       

Shopping Centre, as seen above. 

Located in Corio Street, and opened in July 1848, 

the nine

much of the original interior is still intact. In its 

early years it developed a reputation for “lacking 

cleanliness,” being “in a vile state,” and “the   

common rendezvous for bad characters of both 

sexes.” Today, its seedy reputation is long gone. 

Recently it was sold to new owners and is now 

part of the Taco Bill restaurant chain.

1902 
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The Scottish Chiefs Tavern. 

Located in Corio Street, and opened in July 1848, 

the nine-room hotel is now 161 years old and 

much of the original interior is still intact. In its 

early years it developed a reputation for “lacking 

cleanliness,” being “in a vile state,” and “the   

common rendezvous for bad characters of both 

sexes.” Today, its seedy reputation is long gone. 

Recently it was sold to new owners and is now 

part of the Taco Bill restaurant chain. 

The Royal Mail Hotel. 

The original building on the corner of Yarra 

Street and Corio Street was named the Royal 

Hotel and became the first meeting place for 

Freemasons in Geelong on October 26, 1848. 

The current building was constructed in 

1870, with the hotel being re-named the   

Royal Mail Hotel. It is still used by           

Freemasonry today, being No.5 on the       

Victorian register of lodges. The modern photo 

above shows it now surrounded by Westfield. 

The Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent 

Asylum, built in 1852 would be  

dwarfed by the modern hospital that 

stands on the site today. 

At 33 Yarra Street, on the corner of Malop 

street is the Southern Union House.        

Originally named the “Corio Chambers” 

when built in 1890, this beautifully ornate 

landmark was designed for use by Geelong’s 

legal profession. Locals now know the      

building as the “Cressy Trading Co.      

Building.” It still retains some office space 

but is now mainly made up of retail shops. 
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The Geelong A power station was 
located on the corner of Yarra and 
Brougham Streets in the Geelong city 
centre. It was built by the Electric 
Lighting and Traction Company of 
Australia, who laid the foundation 
stone in March 1900. The work was 
completed by May 1901, and on May 
3, a ceremony was held to switch on the supply of electricity to Geelong. 

The power station was originally of 200 kilowatts capacity, and supplied electricity 
at 440/220 volts DC current. Equipment at the station consisted of two 100kw  
Belliss-Brush steam dynamos, two boilers of dry back return tube type, operating 
at 120 psi steam pressure, with Green’s economisers also fitted, a 37 metre high 
brick chimney was built and a secondary battery for night power was installed.  

Condensing water for the boilers was pumped from Corio Bay by electric pump 
via a cast iron rising main. The power station was only used in daylight hours, with 
the town run by batteries at night. In 1920 the original equipment was scrapped 
and a three phase 6000 volt 50 cycle system was installed, giving a total            
generation capacity of 10,500 kilowatts. An additional floor to the administration 
block was also built and a new water tunnel to Corio Bay was constructed. 

Three Peebles-La-Cour rotary converters of 500 kilowatt capacity were also     
installed to supply DC current for the Geelong tramways and older DC city supply. 
The fuel used was black coal from Newcastle that was brought from fuel storage 
yards some distance away. The station was converted to burn brown coal         
briquettes in 1931, with the stokers to the boiler replaced by locally produced 
ones of overfeed design. After 1930 the station was transferred to the State    
Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV), and was operated with one generator 
set out of service, giving a useful capacity of 7,500 kilowatts, and an overload     
capacity of 9,375 kilowatts. The use of black coal was phased out by 1937. 

The rotary converters ceased functioning on July 17, 1961, resulting in the DC 
current supply being terminated. This also marked the end 
of Geelong A as a generating unit. However, the plant was 
retained until 1967, with the sale of equipment being carried 
out in 1966-67. The building was sold at auction on June 11, 

On June 4, 1900 the 
first power pole was 
erected in Geelong, on 
the corner of McKillop 
and Yarra Streets. 

The Geelong A power station in 1948 
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 1970 for $45,000. Eventually, the Bay City Plaza shopping centre was built,        
incorporating the administration block from the Power Station. Now known as the 
Westfield Shopping Centre, the facade of the administration block is still a part of 
the shopping centre today. 

 

 

The Geelong B power station was 
of 30,000 kilowatt capacity and 
located at North Geelong on the 
edge of Corio Bay. It became the 
largest power station in Victoria 
outside the Latrobe Valley. 

The plant was officially opened by 
J.W. Galbally MLC, Minister in 
Charge of Electrical Undertakings, 
on October 8, 1954. Geelong B was 
a packaged station, with components imported from the United States of       
America, before being erected under contract for the SECV. The contract included 
the supply and erection of buildings, boilers, generators, transformers, switchgear 
and coal handling equipment, as well as the commissioning of the whole station. 

The power station was of unusual design, with no conventional boiler house, the 
boilers being outside except for the boiler operating face, which helped to reduce 
building costs. Each of the three boilers were connected to a generator of 10,000 
kilowatts capacity. Cooling water from the power station was drawn from Corio 
Bay. Most of the power generated was used by local industry, especially the Ford 
Motor Company. 

The boilers were automatically controlled, and produced 110,000 pounds of 
steam per hour at 625 psi. Fuel was moved by belt bucket and scraper conveyors 
to the fuel bunkers, then delivered to the boilers by mechanical spreader stokers. 

The fuel used was brown coal purchased by the SECV from the Wensley Brae 
open cut mine at Winchelsea, but from 1960 better quality coal was purchased 
from a mine at Anglesea. A third change in fuel supply occurred soon after, with 
the boilers being converted to use briquettes brought to Geelong by rail from 
Yallourn in the Latrobe Valley. 

Due to the high operating costs, by the 1960’s the power station was only used to 
meet peak loads. The station was closed in 1970 when newer power stations 
were opened in the Latrobe Valley. The Geelong B power station is still standing 
today at the end of Mackey Street, and has become an informal site for street 
artists and other budding artisans to display their talents.  

The Geelong B power station in the 1960’s 
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The Joy Ark was a silent picture movie 
hall and entertainment venue, located 
on the Geelong waterfront at the 
bottom end of Yarra Street. Costing 
£3,900 it was built on wooden piles out 
over the water. The grand opening was 
held on December 20, 1912. After a 

promising start the owners ran into financial difficulties, and 
the Joy Ark was closed in early 1914 when the estate of the 
owners was seized. It was then re-opened on July 30, 1914 
under the management of Mr. Douglas Macaul and used as a 
dance saloon and roller-skating rink. 

In 1920, the Joy Ark       
became primarily a dance 
hall and underwent a name 
change to the Palais de 
Jazz. However, before long 
the building experienced 
further problems. Although 
it was a novel idea to build 
out over the water, the  
cost of maintenance was      
proving to be prohibitive. Eventually, under the burden of 
increasing costs, in May 1926 the  Palais de Jazz was sold by 
the Harbour Trust and demolished. But there was still a need 
to an entertainment venue in Geelong, and the original      
building still had a part to play… 

 

 

 

The Palais Royal was designed 
and built by Howard R Lawson, 
a South Yarra architect and 
building contractor. Located in 

The Joy Ark bollard can be 
found at the bottom end of 
Yarra Street, adjacent to the 
site of the original building. 

Geelong postcard from 1920 
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Moorabool Street, just south of 
McKillop Street, construction 
work began in 1926.  Steel 
roofing beams and posts were       
salvaged from the demolished 
Joy Ark and incorporated into 
the structure, providing a      
permanent link between the two 
historical buildings. Construction 
was not without its difficulties. 
On June 6, 1926 the half finished building suffered a partial collapse injuring one 
worker. Completion of the structure was delayed several weeks. When finally 
opened in 1927 it was initially used as a film house and centre for public dances. 

The Palais Royal drew much praise for its stunning interior furnishings, including 
fibrous plaster with rich ornate 
mouldings. On either side of the        
central bay, double storey          
parapets are decorated with       
geometric mouldings. Other       
decorative elements include large 
lights on both parapets, and tiled 
steps leading to the entrance. 

Owned by C. Bland Studios the 
Palais Royal was designed to host 
large meetings and other forms of 
public entertainment, in addition to movies and public dances. The Palais Royal 
closed as a cinema in 1952 but still operated as a location for special events. 
There were many famous names who played there, including Mr John D.       
Brownlee, Miss Amy Johnson, Madame Elsa Stralia and British supergroup—The 
Shadows. Other uses included 
dance  competitions, Geelong 
Football Club premiership dinners, 
Victorian Boxing matches and even 
fashion shows. 

The Palais Royal is still standing 
and until recently was known as 
the Palais Bingo Centre. The bingo 
sessions ended in early 2016, and 
the building’s future now remains 
uncertain. The Palais Bingo Centre today 

Photos courtesy of the Geelong Heritage Centre 

 
An advertisement in the 
Argus newspaper dated 
September 10, 1954 for 
a fashion parade at the 
Palais Royal in Geelong. 
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Pivot Fertiliser has a long history in Geelong, dating back to 1918. 

As World War I ground to a conclusion, the potential to expand and improve 
farming methods throughout Victoria was being investigated by the Australian 
Government. A group of investors (eventually numbering 43,000 farmers) saw the 
potential for greatly improved farming with the supply of fertilisers, primarily  
super-phosphate. After investigating various sites to establish a factory in        
Melbourne, they decided that 12 acres (4 hectares) of land at North Shore in   
Geelong provided the best site for their purposes. 

However, the site came with one major snag—a wharf had to be built to allow for 
bulk shipping to unload raw ingredients—imported phosphate rock (guano), from 
the Pacific nation of Nauru (See box opposite). Finished product also had to be 
transported interstate and overseas. Although the Phosphate Co-operative     
Company of Australia was registered in 1919, and construction of the factory 
commenced shortly afterward, negotiations with the government and the        
Geelong Harbour Trust (now called the Geelong Port Authority) to build the wharf 
stalled. Pivot did not want to pay the £30,000 build cost, since the Geelong       
Harbour Trust owned the land on the shoreline, and controlled all wharfs and 
shipping in Corio Bay. The government was hesitant to pay for infrastructure that 
would advantage only one private business venture. Finally, in 1925 a deal was 
struck, with the government financing the initial construction of Lascelles Wharf, 
on the condition that Pivot landed 2,000 tonnes of raw materials at the wharf 
within 3 months of its completion, or face a £5,000 penalty. 

Delays continued to frustrate company officials and shareholders who had        
invested £300,000 in the venture. When production of fertiliser began in 1927 the 
wharf had still not been completed. Ships had to unload raw materials at           
Williamstown in Melbourne, and Pivot had to truck the supplies down to the    
factory at North Shore. Finally, on August 31, 1928 the Geelong Harbour Trust 
announced the completion of Lascelles Wharf, and over the next 6 weeks 9,000 
tonnes of raw materials were landed there. 

Despite this initial setback, as well as Victoria being in the grip of drought           
conditions that year, demand for fertiliser boomed far beyond the expectations of 
the investors. In the first 12 months of production, all orders from farmers could 
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not be filled, despite production levels being 50% up on those planned by factory 
staff. While investors were relieved, the big winner was the Victorian farmer    
himself, who not only saw his crop production rise significantly, but being able to 
have fertiliser supplied to his farm for only £11 per tonne was a huge saving! 

During the 1920’s, when the Pivot factory began in Geelong, there were a number 
of different types of fertiliser available—superphosphate, ammonia and          
phosphate, blood and bone, potato manure, orchard manure etc. However, what 
sort of fertiliser should a farmer choose? And how much should he use? In those 
early days much was put down to guesswork. But, in the 1960’s that all changed! 

Beginning in 1963, Pivot established a soil testing service. Technicians would take 
samples from the farmer’s fields for testing in a laboratory. Once the soil’s      
composition was determined, the correct type and amount of fertiliser would be 
suggested to the farmer, depending also on what type of crop he wanted to plant. 
Starting on 77 paddocks at Temora in NSW, crop testing was eventually set up 
Australia-wide. This service has seen crop yields throughout Australia increase 
dramatically, allowing farmers to now export 60% of their crops overseas. As a 
result, in 2009-10 Australia exported $24.3 billion worth of food, while importing 
only $10.1 billion, primarily in the form of specially branded spirits, highly         
processed fruit and vegetables, and seafood. 

Pivot Limited and Incitec Fertilisers merged in 2003 to create Incitec Pivot Limited. 
The North Shore complex no longer makes fertiliser, but remains as a storage and 
distribution centre for Victoria. 

Nauru– The Source of Phosphate for Pivot 

Nauru is a tiny island (only 21 square kilometres) in the south    
pacific, to the east of the Solomon Islands, and just 42km south of 
the equator. Since 1968 it has been the world’s smallest republic. 

Phosphate was discovered on Nauru in 1900 by prospector Albert 
Fuller Ellis. Nearly the entire island is made up from guano, or    
solidified bird droppings. The Pacific Phosphate Company began to 
exploit the reserves in 1906 by agreement with Germany,           
exporting its first shipment in 1907. In 1914, following the outbreak of World War I, Nauru 
was captured by Australian troops. Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom took 
control of the island in 1919, creating a board known as the British Phosphate Commission 
(BPC) that took over the rights to phosphate mining. 

At its peak in the 1990’s, the royalties from guano mining made the 9,000 inhabitants of the 
islands the richest per capita nation in the world. However, poor investments over the last 
20 years have seen the nation plunge into financial difficulties, requiring assistance from the 
Australian government to survive. Over 90% of the population are now unemployed. 

An Australian refugee detention centre is now the main source of income for the island.  
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Belmont Common is the name given to the flat 
ground on the southern side of the Barwon    
River at Geelong—today a hive of activity. 

On weekends, the many sporting ovals are alive 
with cricket and football. And then there are the 
motor-cross and BMX tracks, the Target Rifle Club 
at the rifle range, the Geelong Obedience Dog 
Club, and the Geelong & District Riding Club. On 
Sundays, a market at the Barwon Valley Activity 
Centre attracts the crowds. Nearby, golfers enjoy 
a game in the picturesque surroundings of the 
Barwon Valley course. 

While it is often an active place, visitors can take 
a relaxing stroll along the river's banks to enjoy the wetlands' tranquillity and the 
riverside scenery. Over 120 different bird species flock to its Jerringot Wetlands, 
including the internationally significant Latham’s Snipe, which flies 20,000km from 
Japan to south eastern Australia and can be found in good numbers during spring 
and summer. 

The common has an interesting history. Birds of another feather were once 
housed there when part of the common was used as an aerodrome. The first  
person to fly from the Common was Hans Anderson, a garage owner who flew his 
home-made biplane until he crashed the plane at Lovely Banks nearby.  

New Zealand pioneer aviator Charles Pratt, along with his brother Percy, leased 
the Common in 1919 and established the aerodrome. In the 1920’s the brothers 
erected a large hangar and workshops, from which they taught gliding and flying, 
overhauled airplanes, and practised aerial photography.  

In 1928, 10,000 Geelong residents turned 
up at the aerodrome to welcome famous 
Australian aviator Bert Hinkler who had 
just completed a 16-day England-Australia 
flight. The mayor of Geelong, Thomas 
Walls, greeted him with a gift of £137 and 
a gold medallion with the city’s coat of 
arms. Swamped by avid fans wanting his 
autograph, Hinkler announced he would 
only sign his name if the autograph 
hunter donated 5s. (50c) to the Geelong The Pratt Brothers hangar on Belmont Common in 

1922. 
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Hospital. This did not stop the rush. He later made an inspection of the aircraft 
factory on the common. 

Since aviation was still in it’s experimental stage, accidents were common, and 
the Geelong aerodrome was not immune. On January 27, 1931 two pilots, Jack 
Pauldon and Eric Morris, were killed while practising a nose dive in their Moth    
aeroplane. The aircraft was completely destroyed. 

Percy Pratt established the Geelong Gliding Club in 1929. (It still exists today, but 
now calls the Bacchus Marsh airport home.) On August 4, 1937 Percy took off 
from the Belmont Common and completed the longest towed glider flight in    

Australia up to that time. 

During the Second World War, the government took over the     
aerodrome on Belmont Common, and Pratt along with his aircraft, 
went on to train Royal Australian Air Force pilots. The aerodrome 
remained until the early 1950’s when a series of large floods,      
reportedly deep enough to reach the wings of the aircraft, made it 
clear that the location beside the river was not the most practical 
for operating expensive aircraft. 

A narrow gauge tourist railway took over on the Belmont Common 
from 1969 to 1976. Operated by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society's Geelong division under the Geelong Steam Preservation 

Society name, the railway started with 30m (100 feet) of track and two steam 
locomotives which were once used on the Geelong Cement Railway at Fyansford. 

Further rolling stock was acquired in the 1970s, and plans were drawn up for 
track extensions across the Common, and continuing all the way along the Bar-
won River to Buckley’s Falls. However, the railway suffered from the same       
problem as the aerodrome—with regular flooding of the Barwon River during the 
mid-1970s dampening enthusiasm. In addition, the construction of the Princes 
Highway bypass of Belmont cut the existing railway line in half. It was time to   
relocate. 

The closure of the Victorian Railway's Geelong- 
Queenscliff line presented an opportunity for the 
society. In 1976 the Australian Railway Historical 
Society moved to Queenscliff where it now     
operates as the Bellarine Peninsula Railway. 

With so much to see and do on Belmont        
Common, the next time you have a day off, why 
not go down for a stroll, join an activity club, or 
perhaps next Sunday pick up a bargain at the 
market. 

Aviator Bert Hinkler 

The Australian Railway Historical Society 
provided train rides across Belmont     
Common during the early 1970’s. 
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“Geelong’s Busiest Drapers” 
was the catch phrase used on 
all Solomon’s advertising 
when the store first opened 
in 1913. Let me tell you how 
the Solomon’s store came 
about. 

After arriving from Prussia during the 1850s gold rush era, Jewish migrant Isador       
Solomon and his family settled in Talbot, 57km north of Ballarat. In November 
1879 his son, Sol Solomon, established a drapery store in the town. The first day’s 
takings were only 6d. (today=5c). From these small beginnings the Solomon family 
went on to become one of the biggest retailers in Geelong from 1913 until 1966. 

A year before he opened his store in Talbot, Sol and his wife Sarah had a son they 
named Julius. Young Julius became the driving force behind the Solomon business 
empire. As a boy he helped his father in the family store, and by his early twenties 
was given credit for turning the business into a huge success. 

Then, in 1907 the entire family decided to move to Geelong. They purchased the 
business of Lige, Cocking, & Co., and began trading as “The Colosseum” in Malop 
Street. In July the following year Julius was elected to the Geelong Progress      
Association, a group of prominent Geelong businessmen and residents             
determined to advance amenities within the township. 

Meanwhile, the town of Geelong had already earned the well-deserved           
nickname “Sleepy Hollow.” By 1910 Melbourne’s population was well over 

600,000 and growing rapidly, while Geelong’s population had 
staggered to about 25,000. What could the local council do 
to speed up growth and prosperity within the newly           
designated ‘city’? 

Attention was quickly drawn to the Market Square area. Since 
the town’s establishment back in 1838 the square had        
basically been a farmer’s market, with traders paying a daily 
fee of 1 shilling (10c) to set up a barrow selling fruit,            
vegetables or dairy products from sunrise to 4pm every     
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

Previous councils had made some improvements. The 1,500 
seat His Majesty’s Theatre provided a source of entertain-
ment. And gardens, including fountains, a kiosk, and a statue 

Julius Solomon, as Geelong 
mayor in 1926. 

Looking south-east along Malop Street in 1925, Solomon’s stands    
proudly next to the recently completed CML building. 
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of Queen Victoria had been established at the western end that fronted 
Moorabool Street. A white picket fence surrounded the gardens, protecting the 
flower beds and park benches from stray animals. Yet, the entire area was       
described as “a resort for tired and weary people.” Yawn! 

In addition, the area was a    
dustbowl in summer and a 
smelly mud heap in winter. 
This most prized land in     
the very centre of the        
city desperately needed an           
over-haul. Lacking funds the 
council felt they had limited 
options to expand the city’s 
main shopping area, until 
young Julius Solomon came 
up with an idea they simply 
couldn’t refuse. 

Since arriving in Geelong in late 1907, Julius Solomon had looked to expand the 
family business from drapery to household goods and furniture. But there were 
no existing buildings in Geelong large enough for what he had in mind. His idea 
was, that if the council leased land in Market Square to his family business at 
£650 per annum, (plus annual rates of about £280), he promised to build a large 
department store at his own expense. Then after 50 years had elapsed, the     
entire facility would revert back to council ownership. 

Work got underway in 1912 with the relocation of the fountains and the Queen 
Victoria statue. Architects, Tombs and Durran designed the two-storey building 
which became defined by domed pavilions at each end of the Moorabool Street 
facade. Building contractor Mr. W. Murphy then took charge of the site. Once 
completed, the building claimed the third largest open retail space without walls 
in Victoria. The ‘modern’ department store even boasted “automatic                 
inter-communication telephones” throughout the store, enabling departments to 
communicate with each other. Nine other smaller shops were added inside the 

Looking south along Moorabool St from Malop St corner. 1915 

Advertisement in the Geelong Advertiser, August 6, 1913 
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building, most fronting on to Moorabool Street. Two new streets were formed—
Jacob St and McCann St, separating Solomon’s from the market area. 

Only one short-sighted councillor, Horace Richardson had grumbled over the deal, 
complaining that getting less than £1,000 ($2,000) per year for 81m (266ft) of 
frontage along Moorabool Street and 27m (90ft) along Malop Street was           
ridiculous! However, to his credit, once the project was completed he humbly 
acknowledged his error and fully endorsed the new shopping precinct, stating 
that, along with the sewerage system then under construction, the new works 
would rid the city centre of its filthy gutters and putrid smell once and for all. 

A large celebration was held to open the store on Wednesday, April 16, 1913. In 
the speeches that accompanied the event, all acknowledged that the big winner 
was Geelong itself, as it would kick-start a retail and construction boom in the 
middle of the city. Despite the dark clouds of World War I looming on the horizon, 
the prediction of stimulated growth for Geelong proved true. 

In 1915 a referendum was held in Geelong, asking if more stores should be built in 
the Market Square. The resounding answer was “Yes,” and the Block Building in 
Little Malop Street was built soon after. Eight years later the CML building         
replaced the Austin Clock Tower in Malop Street next door to Solomon’s. 

Julius Solomon continued to play a prominent role in Geelong. He entered the 
Geelong City Council in 1923 and was elected mayor of Geelong during 1926-7. In 
1932 he became a city alderman, while continuing to run the department store 
and serve as a director of the Federal Woollen Mills. While he remained an active 
member of the Geelong Jewish community, he was also identified with the      
Geelong Racing Club, Agricultural Society, the Victoria Coursing Club, Turf Cricket 
Association, and Geelong Football Club. But all was not well with his health… 

During the winter of 1933, Julius contracted a chill. It was not taken seriously until 
a week later pneumonia set in. He died at his home at Eastern Beach on July 8, 
1933 aged only 55. Although Jewish, his will generously gave to Catholic and 
Protestant orphanages, as well as to 
the Geelong hospital. 

The store that carried Solomon’s 
name continued to trade under the        
management of his son, Loris, but was 
eventually forced to close in 1966. 
The site was then taken over by   
Woolworths, until the Geelong City 
Council, now back in control of the 
site, re-developed it into the Market 
Square shopping centre we have   
today.  

The Solomon’s building as it appears today, now         
part of the Market Square shopping centre. 
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The 6-lane highway between Melbourne  and 
Geelong is a delight to travel– with smooth      
pavement for the entire one hour trip.     
However, that has not always been the case, 
as described in The Argus newspaper of       
November 15, 1916 p.7: 

“By road, Geelong is 46 miles from Melbourne, 
and, with the exception of a  single mile, it is a 
first-class highway, two-thirds of it having been reconstructed by the Roads Board. 
To many motorists and others who have used the thoroughfare it is a cause for 
wonder why that single mile is left untouched, and why the “gluepot” at least has 
not been filled in or renovated in some way. . . 

The mile in question extends from the Little River bridge to the local cemetery, both 
of which are indicated on the accompanying plan (see below), the “gluepot” being 
from where the road bears south past the cemetery. The main reason why this 
section has not been reconstructed is because it will not be a portion of the main 
road when completed—not that there will be any deflection, but, rather, the    
highway will be straightened. . . 

It is the purpose of the Roads Board to continue the highway along the line       
indicated as a three-chain roadway, necessitating the construction of another 
bridge over the river in alignment. No doubt the work would long ago have been 
commenced but for the shortage of funds available owing to the war. . . 

On the south side of the river the road is in the Corio Shire and. . . by arrangements 
with the Roads Board, commenced operations for improvement at the “gluepot” 
immediately before the seven or eight days continuous rain we experienced nearly 
two months ago. What work was then affected was swallowed up in the bog. . . 

And many vehicles, including motor cars, 
were held up for hours. Work on the road 
ceased, and has not been resumed, and 
with every rainfall the track becomes       
well-nigh impassable.” 

The new section of road was completed 
and opened on March 19, 1920. 

So, the next time you pass the Little River 
turnoff heading to Melbourne, you may 
want to reflect a little on our pioneering 
motorists and the men who worked hard 
to pave our roads. 

1916 Motoring in Victoria 



230 

 

The International Harvester Company of America was 
formed in 1902 by the merger of five leading American 
agricultural machinery manufacturers. An Australian      
subsidiary was first established in 1904 to manage         
Australian distribution and sales. Over subsequent    
decades International Harvester became a major     
competitor to local manufacturers like H.V. McKay's 
Sunshine Harvester Works. Later, International Harvester established its 
own Australian manufacturing works, to produce agricultural equipment 
and tractors at Geelong.  

The International Harvester Company of Australia opened their factory at 
North Shore on May 22, 1939.* The plant was located on a plot of land 46 
acres in size (18.55 hectares, now on the corner of The Esplanade and Corio 
Quay Road). The land was bought at auction for £14,730/12/6 (today, about 
$30,000). Originally on the site was the Geelong Freezer Works, established 
in 1896 to ship frozen sheep carcasses to England. The old shedding was 
demolished and a new factory, including machinery, was completed at a 
total cost of about £500,000. 

To improve distribution for the factory’s products a loop line from the 
North Shore railway into the factory was constructed, and the roadway was 
extended to connect with North Shore Road. In Corio Bay the Geelong    
Harbour Trust dredged a deep anchorage which allowed ships to berth at 
the company's own wharf. 

Although built to manufacture farm     
machinery, the start of World War II in 
1939 immediately changed the focus of 
the plant to support the war effort.   
Compared to other countries involved in 
the war, Australia had lagged way behind 
in Air Force resources. Arrangements 
were quickly set up by the government to 
expand the pilot training base at Sale in 

International Harvester logo. 
1943 

*Other factories were opened later: Motor trucks were made at Dandenong from 1952 and 
earthmoving and construction equipment at Port Melbourne from 1958. 

A Fairey Battle flying over the International         
Harvester factory at Geelong. 
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eastern Victoria, but they 
needed planes to fly. Hence, 
the International Harvester 
factory was quickly modified 
to manufacture the British 
training plane—the Fairey 
Battle. A runway was          
constructed by the Geelong 
City Council beside the factory 
to fly the newly assembled 
planes to Sale. Beside         
airplanes, the factory manufactured army trucks, gas masks, torpedoes,    
service  rifles, howitzers, bren guns and machine gun carriers. 

After the war concluded in 1945 the International Harvester factory was 
restored to manufacture farming equipment, its original purpose—and 
business boomed! In 1948 an automotive section was added, and in 1950 
the manufacture of truck components began at the plant. 

By 1958 the plant employed 1,900 workers, compared to the 150 employed 
on opening in 1939. Nearly every family in Geelong had a relative or friend 
who worked at the factory. But times were changing fast. European      
countries had now started to recover from the destruction of World War II, 
with machinery production leading the way. And Asian countries did not 
want to be left behind, especially Japan. The United States of America had 
also constructed a massive number of factories during the war, which now 
had been converted to peacetime production. 

Soon cheap imported tractors and harvesting equipment flooded the     
Australian market. When the Australian government decided to reduce  
tariffs on imported goods, International Harvester could no longer compete. 

Production numbers slowly       
declined until, in 1982, it 
was announced that the 
Geelong plant would close. 

Today, the International 
Harvester site is occupied 
by the Midway Woodchip 
Mill. 

In addition to trucks, tractors and farm machinery, International   
Harvester also made tools, like this combination spanner. 

Inside the Machine Shop. 1940 



232 

 

From the time the Port Phillip District was settled by Europeans, beginning in 
1835, grain had been placed into bags, sent to Geelong or Melbourne by wagon 
or train, and sold through merchants and shipping agents. The cost of bags, 
freight, handling, and agents fees meant that the farmer received only a small 
portion of the sale price of the wheat he grew. While the few grain merchants 
and shipping agents became rich men, the farmers pleaded with the colonial    
government for cheaper handling costs and a better return on their wheat. 

Even before the beginning of the 20th century, a proposal to move grain through 
bulk handling facilities, instead of in bags, was seriously considered by the Victori-
an railways and the government. Railways employees were sent on a tour of the 
system set up in the USA, and came home with glowing praise of what they     
observed. However, the prohibitive cost of building such facilities (estimated in 
1900 as costing £100,000) became a political bouncing ball for the next 35 years. 

The bumper wheat crops during WWI (1914-18), were accompanied by limited 
numbers of jute wheat bags and huge mice plagues. The losses suffered by     
farmers initiated a desperate plea to the government to again seriously consider 
bulk grain terminals. Terminals were slated for Williamstown, Geelong and      
Portland, with smaller terminals at railway stations throughout the state. Corio 
Quay, in North Geelong was set aside for construction of the Geelong terminal. 

The Railways Commission estimated that 
there would be a saving in costs to Victorian 
farmers of up to £425,000 every year. 

The entire system was now costed at      
£1.5 million ($3 million). The Victorian    
government approved the project, and in 
1918 the Imperial Government in England 
agreed to fund it. However, rebuilding     
England after World War I took all the    
resources the British Government had at 
their disposal, and so the bulk grain project 

The grain silos under construction in 1938. 
Each circular silo holds over 80,000 bushels 

(220 tonnes) of wheat. 
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in Victoria, Australia was again put on hold. 

Then, in 1925 the Victorian government was 
warned that the entire annual wheat crop was 
now at the mercy of the supply of jute wheat 
bags from India. A failed jute crop, industrial 
trouble in India, shipping disputes, or another 
war could easily ruin local farming production. 
As a result, a Parliamentary Board appointed 
by the Government recommended that bulk 
grain terminals be immediately built as a 
matter of urgency. However, project costs had 
now   ballooned to over £3 million! Unable to 

find the money, the proposal again stalled. 

Nine years later, in June 1934 the Victorian 
Government introduced the Bulk Handling 
of Grain Bill, seeking funding for the £3 
million scheme. Debate raged on for        
another 2 years before finally, in August 
1936 a tender for £31,483 was accepted     
to excavate and build the concrete        
foundations for the terminal at Corio Quay. 

Work commenced on September 9, 1936. 
Contractors from Melbourne and Geelong 
toiled over 3 years, slowly raising the      
concrete silos from the ground to over 32 
metres (106’) into the North Geelong sky. 
The taller working house, which contained 
the elevators, eventually rose 61 metres 
(200’) making it the highest structure in 
North Geelong, and only slightly lower than 
the St Mary of the Angels Catholic Basilica 
in Yarra Street (at 64m or 210’). 

Fortunately, the elevators, conveyors and 
related machinery arrived from Europe just 
as WW2 started, allowing the terminal at 
Geelong to be completed. The William-
stown terminal was not so fortunate. [See 
box: Williamstown Bulk Grain Terminal] 

Finally, on Thursday, December 14, 1939 

Williamstown Bulk Grain Terminal 

The Geelong Bulk Grain Terminal was started 
first in 1937. The required electric motors 
and conveyors arrived as WW2 began,       
allowing the terminal to be completed.     
However, the Williamstown Terminal was 
started a year later than the one at Geelong. 
In 1938 the concrete foundations were 
poured at a cost of £40,000. However, work 
was suspended when it became impossible 
to procure the required machinery due to 
the war. Later, it proved more cost-effective 
to expand the Geelong terminal rather than 
complete the one at Williamstown. In 1952 
the project was abandoned. 

The original foundations can still be seen, 
forming the base of a large car-park, just up 
the road from the Williamstown Football 
Ground. 

The working house (elevator tower) is raised 
to its full height in 1938. Elevators and   

conveyors installed inside the facility could 
move up to 64,000 bushels (1,740 tonnes) 

of wheat every hour. 
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the bulk grain terminal at Geelong was 
opened by the Minister for Agriculture, Mr. 
Edmond Hogan, and wheat started pouring 
into the terminal via railway cars. However, 
within only a few weeks celebrations were 
curtailed when it was discovered that the 28 
silos at the terminal were already full! 

With the Williamstown project now          
suspended, something had to be done  
quickly. There were simply not enough ships 
to take the grain away from the dock fast 
enough. And with World War 2 raging, this 
was unlikely to change in the near future. 
With country terminals stockpiling the rest 
of the grain harvest, expansion plans were 
quickly drawn up for the Geelong terminal. 
Eventually 98 silos were constructed with the 
internal space between the circular columns also being used for storage. But it 
still proved insufficient to stockpile the harvest each year. 

Eventually, in 1954 plans were drawn up for two huge “hangers” to supplement 
the silos at the Corio Quay terminal. The two hangers added another 20 million 
bushels (540,000 tonnes) storage capacity to the site.* In addition, a large flat site 
in North Shore on Seabeach Parade had been set aside to handle an overflow of 
wheat, the huge mound covered with tarpaulins to protect it from the weather 
until it could be transferred back to the main terminal. 

When completed, Geelong could boast the largest and most modern bulk storage 
facility in the world. Surprisingly, however, farmers around Geelong could not use 
it! Since the terminal could only receive grain via railway cars, only farmers who 
had deposited their harvest at a rural country grain elevator site could have their 
grain picked up by train and sent to Geelong. Local farmers still had to bag their 
grain and truck it to the wharf as they had done for well over a century, incurring 
much higher expenses in the process. They were outraged! 

* In recent years 30—50 % of Victoria’s export grain (around 2,000,000 tonnes per year) 
has been carried in shipping containers, dispatched to countries that are not equipped to 
handle bulk grain ships. This has made good use of the many shipping containers that arrive 
in Australia with manufactured goods each year, and in the past were shipped back        
overseas empty. 
As a result, today the massive wheat hangers are no longer needed for grain. Instead, they 
are full of woodchips, conveyed from the Midway woodchip site on the other side of Corio 
Quay. The woodchips are stored in the hangers until loaded on ships in the same way wheat 
is, before being exported to Asian ports. 

Never Stand on a Grain Pile! 

A massive pile of grain, as was stored in 
the hangers at the Geelong Bulk Grain 
Terminal could give the appearance 
similar to a sand dune. However, do not 
be fooled! Piles of grain are extremely 
unstable and will quickly swallow up any 
unsuspecting person who steps onto it. 

In March 1973, a Victorian Department 
of Agriculture official, Ian Baulch, aged 
39, stepped from a walkway onto the 
top of the 20 metre high mound inside 
one of the hangers. He immediately 
sunk to his thighs in wheat, and then 
slowly disappeared into the grain heap. 
After 10 hours of frantic digging in the 
50,000 tonnes of wheat, his body was 
finally recovered. 
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The Geelong Terminal manage-
ment were not happy about 
adding a bulk grain truck       
unloading station at the site, 
since handling costs were three 
times that, compared to grain 
arriving by rail. Under pressure 
from local politicians they    
eventually backed down, and a 
small grain truck unloading station was added between the silos and the hangers. 
A few years ago this was upgraded to a new truck receiving station with multiple 
stations to cater for the growing number of local farmers now sending their crops 
to Geelong via truck. Costs for road deliveries are still higher than rail, with     
farmers charged 35% more if they send their grain via truck instead of by rail.  
Currently, the Geelong Terminal receives about 30% of all its grain via road       
delivery. 

With railway still the preferred method of transportation to the site, the rail    
receival station has undergone a number of upgrades over time. Perhaps the 
most ingenious was the construction of a 
railway loop built on a slight downslope 
each side of the unloading bays. Once a 
locomotive brings railway cars to the site 
it is uncoupled and departs. Gravity is 
then used to move the cars through the 
unloading station, where three cars are 
emptied at a time. It takes about 75 
minutes to empty a full-size train with up 
to 50 carriages. When all cars are        
unloaded the locomotive returns to take 
them away. This efficient use of trains 
makes possible up to 5 trainloads of 
grain to Geelong each week during the 
summer harvest season.  

Now operated by GrainCorp, about 
500,000 tonnes of grain is shipped out of 
Geelong to overseas destinations each 
year. A fully booked procession of bulk 
grain carriers now load grain at the     
terminal, raising questions about how to 
increase capacity in the future. 

Some Wheat Facts 

 In 2010, world production of wheat was 
651 million tons, making it the third most-
produced cereal after maize [corn] (844 
million tons) and rice (672 million tons). 

 Australia’s wheat crop is valued at an   
average of about $5 billion each year. 

 70% of Australia’s wheat crop is exported, 
mainly to Asia (63%), the Middle East 
(18%), and Africa (13%). 

 Over 25,000 Australian farmers produce 
an average 18 million tonnes of wheat 
each year. That’s enough wheat to make 
more than 28,000,000,000 loaves of white 
bread. 

 Australia produces only 3% of the world’s 
total wheat crop, but is the 4th largest 
exporter of wheat, behind the USA, France 
and Canada. 
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In 1927 the United States of America was in the middle of their Prohibition 
Era, but on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, the Scottish were busy     

expanding their whiskey making industry. In April that year the Distillers’               
Co-operation of Edinburgh, in partnership with Australian interests announced 
that a new whiskey distillery was to be built in Corio, Geelong. The new distillery, 
opened on March 21, 1929, at a cost of £250,000 ($500,000) was to become the 
largest whiskey distillation plant in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Located on 32 acres at 23 Lowe Street, North Shore, the distillery operated from 
1929 until its closure 51 years later in 1980. All distillation equipment was        
imported from Britain, including the massive pot stills. A special railway siding was 
added to facilitate the supply of barley to the plant. At the opening ceremony, 
Scottish chairman of the company, Mr. William Ross declared “Lang may its lum 
reek,” which when translated means “long may its chimney smoke.” While the 
thought of air pollution may cause us to turn up our noses today, the reference 
was to one of the main parts in the distilling process—the drying of malted barley 
using wood smoke. (see box: What is Malt?) 

The making of whiskey requires the freshly distilled brew to be stored for a    
number of years in oak barrels to improve its quality. Australian drinkers had to 
wait patiently for another five years (1934) before the first batch of whiskey    
produced at the distillery was released on 
the market. In the meantime, to start   
bringing in a return, the distillery produced    
Burnett’s Dry Gin, going on sale in early   
December 1929. While advertisements 
claimed that ‘experts could not distinguish 
the British made Burnett’s gin from the new 
Corio-made product,’ the liquor proved to 
be of questionable character. 

Meanwhile, whiskey production was in full 
swing, with total production reaching a  
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staggering 500,000 gallons 
(2.2 million litres) a year. 
Management claimed that 
the new distillery was the 
mainstay of the entire      
Australian barley industry, 
and would soon control    
two-thirds of the Australian 
whiskey market. 

When finally released for sale 
how did consumers  describe 
the taste? To put it bluntly, 
“as rough as guts!” Despite 
claiming to win awards and 
trophies at various whiskey shows (the competition must have been even worse!), 
local Geelong residents gave it the nickname “COR-10,” a reference to a brand of 
petrol of that name produced at the Commonwealth Oil Refineries. Management 
of the Corio factory had been instructed from head office to "make whisky no 
better than the worst in  Scotland." This edict was followed religiously, and in its     
heyday a ‘Corio and Coke’ was one of the cheapest shouts around. 

Still, demand was high. By 1954 the distillery had produced 12 million gallons of 
whiskey and 5 million gallons of gin. In 1956 the company rebranded the product 
to “5 Star Whiskey” hoped to improve its image, but with little success. On its 
closure in 1980, few lamented the demise of the Geelong drink. 

The premises at North Shore was taken over briefly by the BAY-FM radio station 
before it moved in with K-ROCK in the city centre. The facility is now owned by 
Cheetham Salt who use it for storage. There are currently 18 other active       
whiskey distilleries operating within Australia. 

Now located in the playground on the corner of Melbourne Rd and St 
Georges Rd in Norlane, this 2000 gallon steam jacket copper pot still 
was one of the original units imported from Scotland in 1928. It was 
used to make Corio Whisky until 1949 when it was replaced. 

What is Malt? 

Malt is germinated cereal grains (most commonly barley) that have been dried. The 
grains are made to germinate by soaking in water, and are then stopped from            
germinating further by drying with hot air (or smoke, which adds flavour to the end 
product– whiskey). The malting process develops the enzymes required to modify the 
grain's starches into sugars which, when fed to yeast, produces alcohol.   

Most commonly, malted grain is used to make beer and whisky. But malt is also one of 
the main ingredients in malted shakes, malt vinegar, and confectionary such as        
Maltesers and Whoppers. Flavoured drinks such as Ovaltine and Milo, and some baked 
goods, such as malt loaf, bagels and rich tea biscuits also contain malt. 
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Picture: State Library of Victoria 

The Geelong Ford Factory 
Engine Plant was built in 
1925. The first car built at 
the factory was the Model 
A. Many modern buildings 
now surround the original 
brick building in the     
picture. 

The Geelong Freezer Works 
was built in 1896. It was used 
for the preparation of frozen 
meat to be exported  to    
England. Grain silos now    
cover the site, shipping     
Victoria’s cereal crops to 
countries the world over. 

The Geelong Gas Company 
was built in 1860. It was 
Geelong’s first source of 
piped gas, which was     
produced by burning coal. 
The site closed in 1971. 

North Geelong Train Station 
was opened in 1883. It was 
originally called the West 
Geelong Station until the 
name was changed in 1886. 

The Federal Woollen 
Mills were built in 
1915. They were used 
to produce military 
uniforms for use in 
WWI. The buildings 
still stand today and 
are heritage listed. 

Separation Street 

Rippleside 
Park 

Taking advantage of the 
clay deposits in the area 
was a brickworks, one of 
many originally scattered 
over the North Geelong 
area. 
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The Albert Coffee Palace 

The term Coffee Palace was primarily 
used in Australia to describe hotels 
which were built after the Victorian 
Gold Rush, that did not serve alcohol. 

Coffee Palaces often included a large 
number of rooms for accommodation as 
well as ballrooms and other function 
and leisure facilities. Catering for      
families, the Coffee Palaces were most 
popular in the coastal seaside resorts 
and for inner city locations popular with 
interstate and overseas visitors. 

The building on the corner of Malop and Yarra Streets was one of Geelong’s     
earliest, originally serving as a drapers shop. In 1877 it was purchased by          
Wesleyan members of the Temperance Movement and converted into the Albert 
Coffee Palace. In addition to lodging rooms, entertainment areas were provided 
for bagatelle, draughts, and chess. The Albert also included reading rooms and a 
restaurant. 

Meals cost between 6d. and 1s. (5—10 cents), and rooms could be rented for  
between 9d. and 2s. (9—20 cents) per night. 

Only a Trickle at Newtown! 

Over thirty years elapsed from the time the pioneers of Geelong endeavoured to 
distribute water for domestic purposes (drawn from the Barwon River) until the 
first regular water service through water pipes came into operation in 1874. This 
major event followed years of research and planning in the storage of water. The 
Stony Creek, some twenty-five-miles from Geelong, and about four miles north of 
Stieglitz in the Brisbane Rangers was then dammed. 

In 1877 a service reservoir was built at the western end of Noble Street to        
increase water pressure in the higher suburbs throughout that locality. However, 

as the water was being drawn off quicker that it was being 
replenished, residents in the Newtown area issued many 
loud protests, especially on hot scorching days when they 
found themselves high and dry without even a trickle of   
water from their taps. 

In 1904 the problem was overcome by building a service 
basin at Montpellier (Highton)—an interesting feature of 
which was that the pipes were conveyed from Camden Road, 
Newtown across the Barwon River to Montpellier by means 
of an aerial  tramway.  

The Albert Coffee Palace, on the north-west corner 
of Malop and Yarra Streets, as it appeared around 

1940. Today, the corner is part of the Westfield 
Shopping Centre. 
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On March 31, 1925, Ford announced that Geelong was to be 
the headquarters for their Australian expansion. The first 
Australian-built Ford was a Model T that came off an        
improvised production line in a disused Geelong wool-store 
(now Deakin University on the Geelong waterfront) in June 
1925, while work started on a factory in the nearby suburb 
of Norlane. In 1928 the factory opened, and production 
switched to making the Model A. This was followed by the Ford V8 in 1932. 

The North American Ford Falcon was assembled 
in Australia in 1960. The Australian and           
American product lines separated during the 
mid 1960s when the US Ford product proved 
inconsistent with Australian desires and         
requirements—in fact, the initial Falcon          
required extensive re-engineering beyond 
standard Right Hand Drive adaptation for        
Australian conditions. Since its inception the 
Falcon has proven to be Ford Australia's most 
popular car. Ford has manufactured over three 
million units since 1960. 

Key events for Ford Geelong: 

1925 - Ford Australia founded in Geelong, Victoria, as an outpost of the car giant's 
North American (associated with the Canadian 
plants) operations. In Geelong Ford started by 
assembling the Model T. 

1934 - Ford Australia invents the ute. The   
inventor was Ford Geelong engineer Lewis 
Bandt.* 

1939 - During World War II, Ford Australia 
stops producing cars and begins military          
production to  support the war effort. 

1945 - After World War II, the plant              

Henry Ford–  
American founder of the 

Ford Motor Co. 

Geelong Ford factory 1957 

Ford Model T– The first model made in 
Geelong in 1925 

*See the Jillong Pocket, February 2011  edition 
for Lewis Brandt’s story. 
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recommences  assembly of imported Ford 
models. 

1960 - Ford Australia begins producing the 
United States version of the Falcon. 

1972 - Falcon is adapted to Australian  
requirements and road conditions and 
becomes Ford's most well-known car in 
Australia. 

1999 - Opening of the Ford Discovery   
Centre, an interactive showcase of Ford's 
manufacturing history in Australia. 

2001 - Ford cuts 300 jobs at its Geelong and Broadmeadows plants due to         
reduced demand. 

2004 - Ford begins production of the four-wheel drive Ford Territory, on the same 
production line as the Falcon. The Territory becomes the most popular 4WD drive 
in Australia since its release. 

2004 - Ford Australia announces it will spend $20 million on a new product      
engineering and development centre in Geelong, to be built alongside its      
powertrain and stamping operations and to be completed in mid-2006. 

2006 - Ford announces it will invest $1.8 billion to build a design centre and      
develop new projects at its Geelong and Broadmeadows plants. The federal and 
Victorian governments give the company more than $100 million. 

2010 - Ford employs about 159,000 people worldwide. 

The Geelong factory is due to close in 2017, following closures at GMH and      
Toyota. Only time will tell if motor car production in Australia will ever make a 
comeback. 

 
 
 
The Ford oval trademark was first introduced in 1907. The 1928 Model A was the 
first vehicle to sport an early version of the Ford script in the oval badge. The dark 
blue background of the oval is known to designers as Pantone 294C. 

The Ford script is credited to Childe Harold Wills, Ford's first chief engineer and 
designer. He created a script in 1903 based on the one he used for his business 
cards. Today, the oval has evolved into a perfect oval with a width-to-height ratio 
of 8:3. 

The sign beside Melbourne Road is well-known 
to Geelong residents, and is clearly seen by 

visitors travelling through our great city. 
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Hi-Lite Park was an amusement park in     
Geelong, located on the corner of Bellarine 
Street and Ritchie Boulevard, near Eastern 
Beach where the tram terminus once stood. 

It opened in 1956 and closed c.1985 to make 
way for the redevelopment of the Eastern 
Beach precinct. It was a very popular          
foreshore attraction in Geelong, comparable 
to Luna Park in Melbourne. 

 

Although never a part of Hi-Lite Park, 
the only permanent  attraction now 
on the site is the c.1892 Armitage-
Herschell  carousel. This antique, hand 
carved, steam driven carousel was    
restored and relocated next to          
Cunningham Pier in its own building. 

 

On the carousel itself there are paintings telling 
the story of King Arthur and Camelot. The 
painting forms branches which hold the canopy 
like a giant tree. 

With 36 carved wooden horses and two        
chariots, it is a colourful reminder of bygone 
days that still captures the hearts of children 
and adults alike. 

Viewed from the Yarra Street Pier 
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The suburb of Norlane was named after Norman Lane, a local serviceman from 
the district who died working on the Burma Thai Railway in 1943, after being   
captured in Singapore (see below). Reportedly, he was the first casualty of World 
War II from the Shire of Corio. 

The Norlane Post Office opened on  December 17, 1945 as development of the 
suburb began. In 1947 the Housing Commission of Victoria began its              
house-building program in Norlane, providing accommodation for families unable 
to rent or to afford the purchase of their own home. Much of the housing was for 
employees at the nearby Ford Motor Company, International Harvester and Pivot 
phosphate factories. By 1976 when its program was completed there were 2,464 
Commission houses available for low       
income renters. 

Many of the houses built in Norlane 
were prefabricated units imported 
from the Netherlands and France. 
Today these original prefabricated 
houses are being demolished to 
make way for newer government 
funded brick units and private     
dwellings being promoted under the 
name “New Norlane.” 

Norman J. Lane enlisted in July 1940 and served in the 
Australian army at Singapore. On February 15, 1942 he 
was taken prisoner by the Japanese and transported to 
Changi Prison along with 50,000 other prisoners of war. 

Two months later he was moved to Adam Park Camp to 
work on road building and for some of that time drove a 
steam roller. He was returned to Changi the following 
December. 

Lane was then sent to Thailand in April 1943 with 'F' 
Force and shared the agony of the 200-mile forced 
march from Ban Pong to Shimo Konkurie Camp. He   

discussed escape to India with mate Jim Boyle, but no POW's were ever successful 
in their escape attempts from Thailand or Burma.  

Being forced to work in a river for 12 hours a day eventually took its toll. Lane 
contracted pneumonia and died on September 20, 1943. 

Norlane area– looking south in 1925 
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The Geelong Ring Road, which allows motorists to slip 
past the congestion in the city, passes over two     
rivers—the Moorabool River and the Barwon River. 
The longer bridge over the Moorabool has been 
named the Lewis Bandt Bridge, after the well-known 
Geelong inventor of the Ford ute. Heading further 
south, the motorist then crosses the Geoff Thom  
Bridge over the Barwon. But who was Geoff Thom? 

Geoffrey Walter Thom was born in Geelong West on April 28, 1910 to a baker and 
his wife. The family lived in various locations around Victoria before settling back 
in Geelong, where Geoff attended the Geelong Junior Technical School. He     
eventually qualified as an accountant, working first with Ford before setting up his 
own practice. 

Geoff married his wife Doris on April 13, 1935. During World War II he saw       
military service in New Guinea. Returning to Geelong, he became a member of 
numerous local committees and an active member of the Ashby Methodist 
Church, as well as being a Rotarian and sportsman. From 1946 until 1958, he was 
a Geelong West councillor, serving as mayor from 1955-1957. 

Following on from his stint in council he was an elected member of the Victorian 
Legislative Council from 1958 until 1970, serving as whip for the state Liberal  
Party in the mid-1960s under the government of Sir Henry Bolte. In the 1960s, 
during Thom's time as an MLC, the idea of a ring road to carry traffic around   
Geelong was first tabled. He was a strong supporter of plan, lobbying parliament 
to get the project up and running. 

Forty years later, construction on the Ring Road started in stages. 
When it came time to find a name for the 110m long double-span 
bridge a competition was organised through the Geelong          
Advertiser. On October 22, 2009 the winner was declared to be 
Geoff Thom, in recognition of his long community service and  
early efforts to get the Ring Road built. 

The river at this point has a rural feel to it, despite the traffic noise 
from the bridge overhead. The river banks are scattered with a 
few eucalypts and long grass, which can make exploration in 

warmer weather unsettling, with snakes commonly found in the area. 

Since 2007 there have been long term plans to extend the walking track from 
Baum's Weir the extra 600 metres required to reach the new bridge. This would 
make it possible to walk along river trails from Belmont Common all the way 
through the City, Newtown and Belmont, past Buckley Falls and the abandoned 
paper mill and out into rural areas—a very pleasant stroll on a sunny day. 



247 

 

Part 4 
Events of Interest in Geelong 

 

 

 

 

Towns are filled with citizens and buildings, but it is what people 
DO that tends to excite us the most. Stories of honourable     
community efforts, criminal activity, commercial gambles,       
humorous anecdotes, sad family secrets, and scandalous public 
behaviour are what form the basis of most of our conversations 
and memories. 

The newspapers of the past delighted in capturing these types of 
events for their avid readers, and we are pleased to pick some of 
the more noteworthy (or notorious) for your education and 
reading enjoyment today. 
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When the First Fleet arrived at Botany 
Bay in 1788, the British simply took over 
the land, despite clear evidence the 
Aborigines had been living in the area 
for hundreds of years. To justify their 
claimed ownership of Australia the 
British applied the International Law of 
‘terra nullius.’ 

The term ‘terra nullius’ comes from Latin, and is used to describe land that      
nobody owns. Simply put, the first nation to discover a land it wishes to occupy is 
entitled to take it as “finders keepers.” Any disputes over unoccupied land were 
settled once a party could prove that they “found it first” (or by war).  

However, Australia was NOT unoccupied. Thousands of Aborigines had settled 
vast areas of the continent, as well as Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania). In the area 
around Geelong, the Bellarine Peninsula, and the Surf Coast, about 400             
Aborigines were counted when Europeans first arrived to settle in 1835. 

The British had faced this same situation a number of times previously, as it had 
sought to conquer and colonise the Americas, the Sub-Continent, and parts of 
Africa. Justification for conquest was provided by a definition made by the British 
as to what is meant by the term ‘unsettled.’ A ‘civilized’ people were considered 
owners of their land, but ‘barbarian’ peoples were considered sub-human and 
thus, at least in their opinion, not entitled to claim the land they occupied. 

Eminent thinkers such as Aristotle and St Thomas Aquinas had pondered the    
status of barbarians, while others had even developed scales for measuring       
degrees of barbarity and savagery. And so, the lower the level at which a           
particular people are placed, the less they needed to be taken into account during 
a takeover. With their dark skin, and ‘walk-about’ lifestyle, it was a simple matter 
for the British to categorise Australia’s Aborigines as ‘barbarian.’ 

Even some 80 years after the First Fleet arrived, when the Aboriginal cricket    
team toured England in 1868, a ‘pleasantly surprised’ reporter of London’s Daily 
Telegraph newspaper provided an insight into the common British view of         
Australia’s native population of the time when he wrote: 

“It is highly interesting and curious, to see mixed in a friendly game on the most 
historically Saxon part of our island, representatives of two races so far removed 
from each other as the modern Englishman and the Aboriginal Australian.         
Although several of them are native bushmen, and all are as black as night, these 
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Indian fellows are to all intents and purposes, clothed and in their right minds.” 

Thus, to legitimise their takeover, and ease their collective conscience, British 
authorities classified Australian Aborigines as a barbarian race, and not the        
legitimate owners of the land. This helps to explain why in 1835, when John      
Batman got the Aboriginal elders to sign (or 
put their mark) on a document ’selling’ the 
land between Melbourne and Geelong to 
him, the authorities in Sydney refused to 
acknowledge the document—to do so 
would be an admission that the local tribes 
of Aborigines were the owners in the first 
place! 

After the First Fleet arrived in 1788, what 
was the status of this colony of New South 
Wales? Was it subject to British laws, or a 
separate country, able to establish its own 
set of laws? The matter was resolved in 
1828 by a British Act of Parliament which 
stated that all the laws of England, which 
could be applied to Australia, should apply. 
A further decision in 1889 by the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, the highest 
court of appeal for the British Empire,      
back-dated all British laws to 1788. 

While Australia achieved Federation in 1901, 
and formed its own Parliament, Aboriginal 
‘property rights,’ were ignored as court after 
court ruled that "the acquisition of territory 
by a sovereign state for the first time, is an 
act of state which cannot be challenged, 
controlled or interfered with by the courts." 

Finally, in June 1992 in the Mabo case the 
High Court rejected terra nullius, providing 
the basis for tribes throughout Australia to 
claim back their land. Despite the ruling, 
terra nullius remains in place as the basis in 
International Law for Britain’s acquisition of 
sovereignty over Australia. Only future     
rulings by courts will determine the true 
owners of land within our country. 

Were the Aborigines “Barbarians”? 

Even 226 years ago the aborigines had 
developed a varied and complex set of 
languages, tribal alliances and trading 
routes, beliefs and social customs. While 
tribes of Aborigines were known for being 
constantly on the move, in some areas 
semi-permanent huts were constructed, 
like at Breamlea, south of Geelong. In 
other areas, a sophisticated network of 
water channels were constructed for 
farming eels. And the Mabo court case 
clearly established that many aborigines 
grew crops as farmers. 

The Wurundjeri tribe (around Melbourne) 
also mined diorite, a source of the highly 
valued greenstone hatchet heads, which 
were greatly prized and traded across a 
wide area as far as NSW and Adelaide.  

Today, in the face of continued racial 
prejudice, the descendants of those early 
tribes have proven just as capable as any 
other race in intelligence, morality, and 
humanness. 

Victorian Aboriginal territories 
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From 1835, the Port Phillip District, including 
areas around Geelong and Melbourne were 
settled by squatters (see box). Of all districts 
explored throughout Australia up to that time, as 
far as Brisbane to the north, South Australia to 
the west, and Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) to 
the south, the Port Phillip area was considered 
the very best grazing and farming land. Within a 
few years, hundreds of new squatters flocked to 
the area, rapidly expanding the number of farms 
and sheep stations as far west as Portland 
(considered the farthest point to the west in the 
Port Phillip District). 

Blessed with fertile land and accompanied by 
sheer hard work and industriousness, the 
squatters soon carved out very comfortable lives 
for themselves. But powerful, influential men 
were watching and greedily sought some of this 
new-found wealth for themselves. 

Enter Edward Gibbon Wakefield. 

Writing in England as early as 1829, Wakefield 
lamented the difficulty experienced by men of 
noble birth or wealth, who chose to immigrate 
to Australia. What was the problem? According 
to Wakefield a man of means had great difficulty 
keeping his servants. If a free man arrived in the 
colony he may for a short time work as a       
servant, but as land was so excessively cheap, as 
soon as possible he obtained his own farm. After 
a year or two of heavy work, he had a good 
chance of becoming prosperous himself. Thus 
the colony was an excellent place for a poor man, but a wretched abode for a 
man of means and culture, who may even end up having to perform manual    
labour with his own hands. The Lords and other nobles in British society were 
appalled! 

Wakefield proposed to found in Australia another colony which would be better 
adapted to those who had fortunes sufficient to maintain servants and yet       
desired to emigrate to a new country. His scheme was to charge a high price for 

What was a Squatter? 

In 19th-century Australia, the British 
Government laid claim to the entire 
continent, primarily to use as a penal 
settlement for convicts. However, 
when convicts had completed their 
sentences they were released and 
were able to stay in the colony as free 
settlers. These were joined by          
migrants from England and Ireland 
who came to Australia in search of a 
better life. 

Land was abundant, and many simply 
selected acreage that had not been 
claimed by another person, and     
started up their own farms. They were 
called squatters. They had no legal 
ownership of the land as far as the 
NSW government was concerned, but 
the practise was tolerated (initially) 
due to the growth and prosperity it 
brought to the fledgling nation. 



251 

 

the new land and so prevent the poorer people from           
purchasing it. The money received from the sale of the land 
would be used to bring out more young men and women as 
servants and farm labourers, for the service of the wealthier 
colonists. His proposal was applauded by many in England and 
the new colony of South Australia was subsequently set up, 
based upon Wakefield’s principles. In 1836 the first settlement 
in this new colony, free from any “convicts or paupers,” was 
formed on Kangaroo Island, followed soon after at Adelaide. 

Only four years later in 1840, South Australia was on the verge 
of bankruptcy. The problem? Wakefield lamented: "Who will 
pay £1 ($2) an acre for land in South Australia, when, by   
crossing to Port Phillip, he can obtain land equally good at 5 shillings (50c) an 
acre?" Back in England the Secretary of State, who was responsible for all British 
colonies was determined to help Wakefield’s plan succeed. Thus, he ordered the 
other colonies to charge a higher price for land—districts around Sydney and  
Brisbane were to charge no less than 12 shillings ($1.20) per acre, while around 
Port Phillip, where the land was of superior quality, land was never to be sold for 
less than £1 an acre. 

Subsequently, all land around Port Phillip which had not been legally purchased 
from the government was put up for auction. Squatters were forced to bid against 
cashed-up new arrivals in the district to buy the land they had already worked on 
and improved for some time. Some had no choice but to borrow large sums from 
the banks to raise the necessary funds. Others refused to pay, and challenged the 
Government to evict them from their own properties. Although South Australia 
was saved from absolute ruin, the decision to charge exorbitant fees for land was 
devastating for the other colonies. 

By the end of 1840, the amount being received from land sales was three times as 
great as those received in 1838. However, the prices paid by the purchasers were 
far above the real value of the land. If a landowner tried to sell his property after a 
year or two, he would often discover its true value was only a fraction of what he 
originally paid for it. Many men who had borrowed money were unable to repay 
their debts and became insolvent. The banks who had lent them money, were 
also brought to the brink of ruin, and in 1843 one of the oldest, the Bank of     
Australia, declared bankruptcy. 

In order to pay their debts, many land-owners and squatters around Geelong 
were now forced to sell their sheep and cattle, but there was scarcely anyone 
willing to buy, with the market becoming glutted with farm animals. The prices fell 
to such an extent that sheep, which two years earlier had been bought for 30 
shillings ($3), were gladly sold for 18 pence (18c) per head. 

Edward Gibbon Wakefield 
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So great was the distress that in 1843, the Governor in Sydney   
issued food provisions at less than cost price out of storage, in 
order to prevent the starvation of large numbers of people. 
Fortunately for many squatter farmers, it was discovered that 
about 6 shillings (60c) worth of tallow* could be obtained from 
each sheep by boiling it down. No doubt many sheep farmers 
would have been completely ruined if not for this process. Yet 
the Secretary of State in England, oblivious to the troubles he 
had caused, raised the price of land even higher, ordering that 
no land in Australia should be sold for less than £1 an acre! 

Geelong citizens joined others who had already become outraged. In 1845 James         
Harrison (the founder of the Geelong Advertiser newspaper five years earlier), 
became so incensed that he renamed his paper the Geelong Advertiser and 
Squatters’ Advocate. For the next three years he championed the rights of local 
settlers, demanding from authorities in Sydney and London that they change the 
laws to allow the common people to prosper from their own hard work, rather 
than work simply to enrich the privileged classes living back in England. 

Despite these difficulties, squatters continued to contribute to the growth of the 
country’s farming industry, especially the wool trade. At the same time, despite 
the massive distances and slow communications that people all over the          
continent experienced, hardship had drawn the people together in one cause, to 
fight for better representation in government. By the late 1840’s the authorities 
recognized the economic good derived from the squatters’ activity and issued 
them leases for their sheep runs and properties extending as long as 14 years. The 
squatters now had a stronger hold on the land they worked, and some even  
started to become wealthy country gentlemen, controlling huge estates. 

With the gold rush in the 1850’s came hundreds of thousands of new Australians 
who lamented the fact that all the good farming land had already been taken, 
mostly by squatters. Thus, in 1860 the Nicholson Land Act was passed, which 
opened up squatters' land to anyone who could afford to buy it, and restricted 
the amount of land an individual could own. Unfortunately, the Act wasn't as 
effective as first hoped. With the help of ‘dummy' bidders, the wealthy squatters 
could still purchase whatever land they required. They also used their knowledge 
of the land to buy up the best locations, leaving behind less fertile ground for any 
new farmers. But at least with all the land now legally purchased, the days of the 
early Australian squatter had mostly come to an end. 

*Tallow: The fat of animals that sets into a white/grey paste at room temperature. Tallow 
has many uses both domestically (as lard to spread like butter on bread, as a cooking oil, 
and as animal food) and commercially (to make soap, fuel, shaving cream, and soldering 
flux to name a few). 

James Harrison 
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In 1840 Geelong’s first police 
magistrate, Foster Fyans,      
oversaw the completion of the 
breakwater* on the Barwon    
River at Geelong, ensuring that 
the fledgling town had an     
ample supply of fresh water, 
untainted by tidal seawater 
coming up from Lake 
Connewarre. For the next few 
years citizens in Geelong rejoiced, while those up at Williamstown and Melbourne  
continued to lament the poor quality of their water. 

However, in Geelong there was still a major inconvenience. The larger section of 
the Geelong township had been laid out near the harbour, to take advantage of    
shipping arrivals, coming in from all over the world. And yet, the river was 2.5km 
to the south. Thus, residents living near the centre of town had to walk or ride 
over the hill (at McKillop Street) and down to the river to fetch water. Once      
water was scooped from the river, the heavy load had to be carried all the way 
home. Out of frustration many new arrivals to the town preferred to settle in 
what became called Geelong South, on the river side of the hill. 

With hundreds of locals scooping water up from the river, mud was stirred up, 
fouling the water. But this was not as bad as the run-off from the various         
industries being set up beside the river to the west. As a result, many locals     
preferred to travel upstream as far as Buckley’s Falls to fill their water buckets. 

They say necessity is the mother of invention, and this proved true with Geelong’s 
water supply. Within 12 months of the breakwater’s completion, Mr. Jewell had 
installed a small volume water pump, run by steam engine, to help fill up horse-
drawn water carts. The 130 gallon (590 litre) loads were then transported over 
the hill to homes and businesses in North Geelong^. This service was hard work 
for the horses, especially climbing the hill during winter-time when Moorabool 
Street was churned into a heavy, thick mud. 

While this service made it more convenient for Geelong’s residents to obtain  

Jewell's water pump on the banks of the Barwon just east  of 
the Barwon Bridge (where Landy Field is today). A                 

horse-drawn water cart is taking on water at the tank. 

*See pages 100-101 for the story of the Breakwater. 

^For a time, the town centre became known to locals as North Geelong. An example of    
this was when the first edition of the Geelong Advertiser was published on November 21, 
1840. The Geelong Advertiser Office address was given as a four-bedroom house on the 
north side of Malop St, between Yarra and Bellerine Streets in “North Geelong.” 
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water, it came at a high cost. And so, Geelong residents appealed to the Town 
Council and Colonial Government for a cheaper alternative. 

Within a few years, water from the Barwon River was also being used to power 
steam-driven factories established along the riverbank—milling flour, tanning 
leather, and eventually weaving cloth. In 1849, owner of one of the flour mills, 
William Gray, proposed a solution to the problem of supplying water to Geelong 
which was gleefully accepted by the Town Council. During the day, his large steam
-powered water pump fed water into the boilers inside his mill, however during 
the night, it lay idle. Gray re-plumbed his pump so that it could send water 
through iron pipes to three water tanks established on the hill near McKillop 
Street during the night, which then fed a water fountain at Market Square (built 
on the corner where Banjo’s Bakery is situated today). One night’s pumping     
supplied enough water to the tanks to satisfy the whole town’s needs for a week 
at a time. In addition, pipes were laid underground from the tanks to the harbour, 
providing fresh water to all shipping at highly reduced rates. Fire-fighting within 
the town also benefitted somewhat from the more plentiful source of water.  

Gray established the system without any cost to the Town Council or Colonial 
Government, on the condition he could recoup his expenses and make a profit 
over time from charging water rates. By April 1850 the system was in place to the 
delight of the whole town! But not all ran to plan. 

To start with, the fountain proved impractical, and was soon scrapped. A water 
tank was constructed in its place, supported by stone pillars, and designed to fill 
eight water carts every two minutes. Then disaster struck! The first pump used to 
supply the tank was washed away in the flood of 1852. And so, the town supply 
was forced to go back to the horse and cart service for a while. Eventually a new 
pump was installed and consumers paid their 1s. (10c) weekly water fee to an 
attendant located in a little booth 
beside the tank before filling their 
buckets. Alternatively, for two      
shillings (20c) a cartload, or 10       
shillings ($1) per week, the carrier 
would deliver a load of water directly 
to a house or business address, or 
even the local jail. (See box on next 
page.) But not all were happy. 

The Town Council and Mr. Gray    
continued to argue over rent rates 
for the tank site. The Council also 
claimed that the continuous stream 
of carts filling up at the tank churned 

By 1857 the water tank, built on the corner of Moorabool 
Street and Little Malop Street was a major town           

landmark. 
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up the roads leading to Market Square. Others complained that the water     
charges were exorbitant. To avoid the fees many citizens constructed                 
underground brick tanks (cisterns) to store water collected from the roofs of their 
own homes. But for the majority, Gray’s crude system, which continually broke 
down, was Geelong's only water supply for many years. 

Continuous complaints to the Victorian Parliament about the inadequacy of the 
supply finally led to Parliament allocating £200,000 in 1856 to supply the town 
with piped water. But in 1858, Geelong was outraged to discover that the money 
had been spent on Melbourne's Yan Yean Reservoir instead! The hostility raged 
on until Sunday, March 9, 1862, when an horrific fire on Singapore Terrace at 
Eastern Beach destroyed an entire row of houses, leaving 70 people homeless. 
Seventy-six cart-loads of water brought over from Gray’s tank at Market Square 
had proved inadequate to quench the flames. The devastation was enormous.* 
Even Melbourne-biased politicians saw the need to rectify the problem quickly. 

Thus, in May 1866 work began building a dam across Stony Creek in the Brisbane 
Ranges, some 40km to the north of Geelong. After an initial construction failure, 
which required the top half of the dam to be pull down and rebuilt, the project 
was completed in 1873. Finally, in April that year the first tap was turned on at the 
Geelong hospital. As a result, Gray’s water tank in Market Square became        
obsolete and was dismantled. However, a legacy of the water tank has lasted until 
our day. Turn to page 212 to find out what it is. 

Water Supply to the Geelong Gaol 

In May 1859 an inspection was made of living conditions for 18 women prisoners kept in 
the Geelong Gaol. Their only source of water was that brought from the polluted Barwon 
River to the jail by horse and cart. 

There was no laundry at the Gaol, so women were required to do their clothes washing 
outside, regardless of the weather (which on the day of the inspection was pouring with 
rain). Additionally, the only washing facility for the women themselves (and the children 
who often accompanied them) was a large tub, meaning that they were required to 
"promiscuously wash themselves, in  the presence of each other and their children."  

The Stony Creek Dam 

Constructed between 1866-73. 
An open brick-lined aqueduct 
channelled the water 10km to 
Anakie, before being fed 
through a pipe to the service 
basins at Lovely Banks. 

* See page 300 for a newspaper report on this fire. 
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In 1838 William Hitchcock, William Lavender, William Trigg, William Bamfield, 
George West and James Luff were six convicts placed in private service to early 
settlers in Melbourne. Not content to serve out their time, the men decided to 
make a run for it. After committing a number of robberies in Melbourne the men 
headed into the bush to make their getaway. However, like William Buckley some 
34 years earlier, they found the bush hostile, with water scarce and food           
non-existent. After three days in the bush, on Wednesday, March 14, 1838 they 
arrived at the newly formed settlement of Geelong, intent on stealing a boat to 
hasten their escape. 

As they entered the harbour area around 9:30pm barking dogs woke shipping 
owner James Simpson and his servant, Richard Plummer. Threatening the two 
men with guns, they demanded something to eat. After satisfying their hunger, 
the six bushrangers ransacked the house for anything of value before securing the 
two men until the next morning. 

About the same time that the convicts arrived at     
Geelong, the sailing cutter Childe Harold anchored in 
Corayo (Corio) Bay for the night. At 7:00am the next 
morning the sailor in charge of the boat, a man named 
Tobin came ashore and was seized by the bushrangers 
who threatened to “blow his brains out” unless he did 
what he was told. Upon deciding that the Childe Harold 
was suitable for their escape, the six men started    
loading the boat with their stash of supplies, which was  
considerable. In fact, there was so much loot they      
enlisted the help of a nearby dray to carry it down to 
the boat. 

All this activity brought the men into contact with other settlers who were 
promptly robbed on the spot. However, while inspecting a watch stolen from a 
Mr R. Wedge a gun held by one of the bandits accidently discharged, the bullet 
hitting Hitchcock in the hand, causing a serious injury. The five remaining fit men 
finished loading the boat and they then set sail, only to discover that the low tide 
stopped them from getting over the sand-bar that stretched from Point Henry to 
Point Lillias.* 

Once the bandits had departed the alarm was promptly raised with the local   
Geelong authorities who immediately sent word by horse-rider J.C. Darke to   
Melbourne. The Commandant of the Port Phillip District was Captain William 
Lonsdale who, upon receiving report of the theft of the Childe Harold, acted 

A typical sailing cutter 

* See page 165-167  for more details on Geelong’s port and Corio Bay’s notorious sandbar. 
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quickly. Fortunately, the government revenue cutter Ranger was in port and was 
immediately dispatched to hunt down the Childe Harold and arrest the           
bushranger-come-pirates. 

Unable to get over the sand-bank at Point Henry until 9:00pm that evening 
(March 15), the Childe Harold was just coming out of Corayo Bay as the Ranger 
came into view but they quickly lost them in the dark and turned toward Port 
Phillip Heads. However, even though the pirates had Tobin and other local men 
sailing the boat for them, strong winds made it near-impossible to get through 
The Rip at the Heads. Meanwhile, on the boat, Hitchcock was in agony with his 
injured hand, constantly begging the other men to put him out of his misery by 
shooting him dead. By Saturday morning, after several failed attempts to leave 
the bay, and with the Ranger closing in on them, the pirates chose to run ashore 
at Indented Head and flee into the bush. 

Knowing the bushrangers were heavily armed with a least twenty double-
barrelled guns besides rifles and pistols, the soldiers on the Ranger retreated to 
Geelong, taking the Childe Harold with them. A party of mounted troopers was 
then sent out onto the Bellarine Peninsula to hunt down and capture the men in 
hiding. 

On the morning of Tuesday, March 20, the troopers came across three of the  
party hiding at Indented Head who gave up without a fight. Some 12km further on 
they arrested the final three men who were in the process of stealing cattle from 
one of the settlers in the area. After sailing back to Melbourne on the Ranger, the 
six men were not even unloaded, but immediately sent to Sydney on the Ranger 
for trial. 

The trial of the six men on a string of charges was held in the Supreme Criminal 
Court in Sydney on Monday, June 4 before Mr. Justice Willis and a Military Jury. 
After the evidence was presented The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales    
Advertiser (June 7, 1838 p.2) reported: 

“The prisoners were called on for their defence, but declined saying anything, with 
the exception of Bamfield, who said that when they absconded from private      
service they only intended to get their liberty, the arms they took in order to     
protect themselves from the natives, they had no intention of injuring their fellow 
creatures. They acknowledged they had broken the laws of their Queen and    
country, and threw themselves on the mercy of the Court. 

His Honor, in summing up, said the indictment was fully proved if they [the jury] 
believed the evidence. The Jury without retiring from the box returned a verdict of 
Guilty. The prisoners were remanded for a short period, but at a latter part of the 
day a sentence of death was recorded against them.” 
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Rabbits and Geelong 

Rabbits were first introduced to Australia by the First Fleet in 1788, 
but the surge in population appears to have originated with the 
release of 24 wild rabbits by Thomas Austin on his property,       
Barwon Park located 30km west of Geelong. 

Upon arriving in Australia, which had no native rabbit population, 
Austin asked his nephew in England to send him 24 grey rabbits, 
five hares, 72 partridges and some sparrows. In October 1859    

Austin released his newly arrived hunting stock onto his property. At the time 
Austin stated: "The  introduction of a few rabbits could do little harm and might 
provide a touch of home, in addition to a spot of hunting." 

Rabbits are prolific breeders, and with mild winters rabbits are able to 
breed the entire year round. After their release they spread rapidly 
across the southern parts of Australia. Within ten years of the 1859           

introduction, the original 24 rabbits had multiplied so much that it was reported 
that two million could be shot or trapped annually without having any noticeable 
effect on the population. It was 
the fastest spread ever recorded 
of any mammal anywhere in     
the world. Today rabbits are   
entrenched in the southern and 
central areas of the country, with 
scattered populations in the 
northern deserts. 

Thomas Austin 

Mass Production? 
"Rabbits can breed from five months of age and 
mature female rabbits can be continuously       
pregnant between six to eight months per year if 
the conditions are right. A single female can       
produce 30-40 young per year and it is quite      
common for rabbit populations to increase 8-10 
fold in one breeding season." (CSIRO) 

Artist Jan Mitchell has noted the     

unfortunate link between rabbits 

and the Geelong region by 

painting rabbits at the base of 

many of her bollards on the    

Geelong waterfront. 
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Today, modern communication 
methods saturate our lives—
telephone, email, Skype, twitter, 
text messaging—with more being 
added every year. Instant contact 
with anyone on the planet is not 
only desired, but demanded by 
the younger generation! Yet, only 
175 years ago, communicating 
with someone who lived as little 
as 50km away proved daunting. 
Enter the mail service! 

The first Post-master of the      
colony of New South Wales (which included what is known as Victoria today) was 
an ex-convict, Isaac Nichols, who in 1809 organised a postal service from his 
home in George Street, Sydney. His main job to was take charge of all letters and 
parcels arriving by ship, to do away with the chaos caused by people rushing onto 
boats as they docked, desperate for news from their families in England. Later, in 
1825, the Postal Act was passed, allowing the Governor to fix postage rates and 
appoint postal staff.  

By 1838 townships at Melbourne and Geelong had become established.              
Immigrants were flocking to the area around Port Phillip Bay, keen to start new 
lives for themselves. However, the two rapidly growing populations had no      
regular way of contacting the outside world, or even each other, with only a 
rough bush track and river fords making slow overland travel possible. With the 
government situated in Sydney, the only way official business could be             
communicated to Port Phillip was by boat. This was a fairly rapid way to send mail 
(about a week) but relied on the availability of ships heading in the right direction. 
It was also very risky, with hundreds of ships coming to grief in Bass Strait. A more 
reliable and secure overland route was sorely needed. 

By late 1838 the government in Sydney issued contracts for an overland mail  
service to Melbourne that would run in two sections; the first section to Yass 
would take three days, the second section took as much as two weeks to reach 
Melbourne. The first overland mail service left Sydney on December 30, 1838 and 
arrived in Melbourne on January 13, 1839, taking 15 days. Mail was sent between 
the two towns every fortnight, however, during the winter months or after heavy 
rain, it was impossible to maintain a delivery schedule. 

The contractor on the second section between Yass and Melbourne, Mr Rutledge, 

The mail coach from Geelong arrives at Ballarat in 1855.  
Artist: Samuel Thomas Gill 
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endured very difficult conditions—extreme weather, rough tracks, limited or non-
existent supplies along the way, and four rivers to ford. He even had to establish 
his own horse change-over stations. Despite Rutledge’s incredible efforts, for the 
first year it still took about 6 weeks to send a letter to Sydney and get the reply. 

Meanwhile, mail service between Geelong and Melbourne was spasmodic at best. 
Finally, in February 1839 a regular mail service between the two towns was     
approved by the governor in Sydney. However, as described above, it took up to 
three weeks for the news to get to both Melbourne and Geelong. Thus, it was on 
March 6, 1839 that both Melbourne newspapers—The Patriot and Gazette       
announced that a new regular mail service had commenced to Geelong. The 
weekly service was hailed as a great improvement to the two flourishing towns, 
but was also not without its problems. 

Only a few kilometres from Melbourne town lay a marshy area through which a 
tributary of the Yarra Yarra* River ran. It was called the Saltwater River, due to 
the brackish nature of the water which flowed back up the river at high tide. 
(Today it is called the Maribyrnong River.) All overland traffic to Geelong,          
including the mail service, was forced to go further upstream to where a natural 
ford was located before being able to cross over, adding about 20km to the      

journey. 

When the mail contractor complained, the Police Magistrate  
accompanied by a Justice of the Peace and the contractor, made 
an inspection of the area closer to the bay shoreline, identifying  a 
route that could possibly shorten the journey. Convict labour was 
engaged to build a road through the swamp and a punt was set 

up on the Saltwater River. The resulting new road shortened the trip to Geelong 
to about 80km, cutting hours off the journey—weather permitting. In September 
1839 heavy rain washed away the bridge over the Ex River (Werribee River),     
delaying the mail delivery for many days until the flood waters subsided. This was 
not the last time that heavy rain stalled mail delivery! 

Back in Sydney, the joy of having a new overland mail service to Melbourne and 
Geelong quickly wore off, as disgruntled citizens complained to the Governor 
about the lengthy delay required to receive correspondence. An injection of funds 
was required to improve roads and supply lines for the mail-men and their horses. 
Under pressure, the Governor started providing more money, but it was only 
after gold was discovered on the Ballarat and Bendigo gold-fields that extra     
funding brought noticeable improvements. 

Settlers in other areas around Australia were also wanting to connect to the mail 
service. Starting in 1839 a steam ship met the postal service as it arrived in      

*Later shortened to just the “Yarra River.” 
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Melbourne, to transfer mail on to Launceston and Hobart town. By 1842 an   
overland postal service from Melbourne via Geelong was connected to Adelaide. 

During those early years settlers had spread out all over the western areas of the 
Port Phillip District, and they too wanted a regular mail service so that they could 
avoid having to come to Geelong to pick up mail from the post office.               
Commencing in 1846, a weekly mail service was extended through Colac and on 
to Timboon, to joyful cries from the locals. Of course, in 1851 with gold being     
discovered in Victoria, a more regular and secure method of transporting mail and 
packages soon became necessary. Enter the Cobb & Co coaches. 

Founded by four American men in 1853 the Cobb & Co transportation company 
made its first journey between Melbourne and Bendigo the following year. The 
efficient organisation and reliability of the company soon saw it monopolise the 
mail delivery service in Victoria. On a daily basis, Geelong citizens were forced to 
scatter from the dusty streets as the coachmen raced by, with mail on board. 

Eventually Cobb & Co expanded their operations delivering mail and passengers 
up and down the entire east coast of Australia. However, while the horse-drawn 
coach service lasted until 1924, the mail had already found a faster way to get 
through to Geelong. With the establishment of the 62km-long Geelong to        
Williamstown railway on June 25, 1857 a faster, more reliable mail service       
started. Soon, railway services were moving mail throughout the colony. 

This rapidly changing environment has continued, as people have taken              
advantage of ever changing newer technology. Today all postal items are sent via 
air travel or postal vehicles. Rather than having to wait six weeks for a reply from 
Sydney, Geelong residents can expect a reply from Sydney within four days! Yet, 
with email, texting and social media websites taking over most communication      
between people today, more and more the mail service seems to be relegated to 
the delivery of packages and 
utility bills. 

Okay, no-one wants to go 
back to the “snail-mail” 
days, since electronic mail is 
so much more convenient 
today. Yet we have to      
admire the tenacity and   
endurance  of those men of 
yesteryear who went by the 
motto: “The mail must get 
through!” Cobb & Co. Royal Mail coach outside Bright & Hitchcocks Little 

Malop Street frontage, 1899. 
Geelong Heritage Centre 
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EASTERN BEACH LIMEBURNING HISTORY: 

Lime burning in Geelong began on the western side of Limeburners Point as early 
as 1838, when James Boucher and Patrick Melville established quarries and kilns. 
The first exports of lime were sent to Launceston in 1841, as it was cheaper to 
transport it there than to Melbourne (a Customs Officer would have extracted 
duty on the product at Melbourne).  

Criticism was often leveled at the damage done to the beach slopes by quarrying 
and felling timber. Lime burning was originally undertaken close to the deposits 
themselves, but the lime burners were later required to conduct their activities 
closer to the eastern foreshore on the beach after public concern was raised for 

Limeburners Point 

Limeburners Bay 
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 the tourism and recreational facilities at Eastern 
Beach. Four kilns were operating by 1866, and the 
fires burned continuously to keep up with the ever 
increasing need for lime products in the colonies. 

By 1873, demand for lime peaked, but by the 1880’s 
only one kiln was operating, and the weekly returns 
had become reduced. 

LIMEBURNERS BAY: 

Limeburners Point was originally known as Galena 
Point, with the original name Limeburners Point 
being allocated to the entrance of what is now 
known as Limeburners Bay (in the 1950s called 
Limeburners Creek- entrance to the Duck Ponds). 

Lime burning was undertaken at the Duck Ponds, 
which in 1875 was producing superior quality lime 
to that at Limeburners Point. Tests showed that the 
Duck Ponds lime retained its supportive qualities in 
wet conditions, whereas the Point lime fell apart. 
The Duck Ponds were run by the Melbourne       
Builders Lime and Cement Company. 

Limestone is still mined locally by Geelong Lime at 
their plant at Fyansford. 

The bollard of a limeburner located 
at Limeburners Point draws      

attention to the important role this 
industry played in early Geelong 

history. 

Why burn limestone? 

The process of lime burning was required to convert        
limestone or calcium carbonate into quicklime or calcium 
oxide, a highly caustic alkaline product. 

Limestone comes in varying degrees of hardness and the 
hardness dictated the amount of burning time required (up 

to 60 hours of burning). The next step in the manufacturing process was the   
conversion of quicklime or calcium oxide to slaked lime or calcium hydroxide 
through the addition of water. This product was the end result of the lime      
burning process and had many uses. 

Lime was an important ingredient in plaster, whitewash and mortar. In the      
tanning industry it was used as a reagent for the neutralization of acid. It was also 
used in sewage treatment and privy (toilet) maintenance. 
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The city of Geelong would not be the same without its very own  
daily newspaper—the Geelong Advertiser. The Geelong Advertiser is 
the oldest newspaper title in Victoria and the second oldest              
in Australia (behind the Sydney Morning Herald) still in operation. It 
was first published as a weekly newspaper, coming out every       
Saturday. The first edition was dated November 21, 1840. 

The first ‘newspaper’ in the early settlement around Port Phillip Bay 
was actually a hand-written foolscap page entitled the Melbourne 
Advertiser, written by John Pascoe Fawkner in 1838. It included    
shipping arrivals and departures from Melbourne, along with local   
advertising. It also included blunt reminders to his customers to pay their outstanding 
debts. After ten hand-written editions, he received from Launceston an old, battered 
wooden press, along with a collection of discarded printers type. More copies could 
now be printed, and to increase interest in the paper, Fawkner included a free copy 
of the Melbourne Advertiser with every meal he served at his pub. 

After another seven editions, the government in Sydney closed the Melbourne      
Advertiser down, since Fawkner did not hold a publishing license from the colonial 
office. Undeterred, within a year he was back in the newspaper business with his new 
rag, the Port Phillip Patriot. However, with Fawkner having so many fingers in       
different business interests, he needed help. Enter James Harrison. 

Scottish emigrant James Harrison had arrived in Sydney in 1837 to set up a printing 
press for the English company Tegg & Co. Moving to Melbourne in 1839 he was    
employed by Fawkner as a compositor and later editor on Fawkner's Port Phillip   
Patriot. When Fawkner finally purchased a new press in 1840 Harrison offered him 
£30 ($60) for the original old wooden press to start Geelong's first newspaper. For 
the first two years Fawkner maintained ownership of the paper (holding the           
publishing license) before selling it outright to Harrison in November 1842. Printing 
was initially done by William Watkins at the Geelong Advertiser offices in Geelong. 
Shortly afterward, the offices were moved to Malop Street, opposite the Salvation 
Army head-quarters. Today, the main office is in Ryrie Street. 

Initially, the Geelong Advertiser met with considerable opposition. Others were  vying 
for the advertising dollar, and wanted a stronger voice in the fledgling community. 
However, despite competitors trying to shut down the ‘Addy’ it continued to thrive. 
Soon competition came from others, and by 1861 there were three morning           
dailies available for Geelong readers. Over the years at least 12 newspapers were              
established in Geelong—The Intelligencer, the Geelong Register, The Mercury, The 

James Harrison 
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Observer, The Spirit of the Age, the Geelong Times, the Daily News, The Reformer, The 
Geelong Chronicle, The Express, the Geelong Times (a 2nd attempt), and an evening            
newspaper, The Star. The last opposition to the Geelong Advertiser was the Geelong 
Standard, which finally closed in 1925. 

In its early years the ‘Addy’ underwent minor name changes, drawing attention to 
major issues affecting Geelong residents at the time.* However, from 1856 it has 
simply been known as the Geelong Advertiser. 

For the first seven years the paper was printed in demi-folio size before changing to 
broadsheet. In 1858 the newspaper retired the original wooden press and adopted 
new typography. Printing was then done by a mechanised steam-driven press. The 
newspaper did not feature actual news on the front page until June 21, 1924,        
coinciding with the inauguration of a more modern printing press. Before this time 
the front page was filled with classified advertisements, living up to its name. 

The paper remained broadsheet in size until a tabloid size paper was trialled during 
2000, with a Sunday edition printed for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. The large 
broadsheet paper size was finally phased out in 2001, when the newspaper changed 
to the tabloid size which has been used ever since. Current circulation figures (2013) 
are about 22,500 copies Monday to Friday before nearly doubling to 39,400 on       
Saturday. A larger readership prefer the modern on-line version available on the    
internet. It remains Victoria’s largest regional daily newspaper.  

The newspaper is currently owned by News Limited. 

*Geelong Advertiser (1840-45); Geelong Advertiser and Squatters’ Advocate (1845-47); 
Geelong Advertiser (1847-51); Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer (1851-56);                
Geelong Advertiser (1856-  ) 

Do You Like Researching History? 
Recently the National Library of Australia,       
located in Canberra, electronically digitised the 
first 16 years of the Geelong Advertiser, making 
this valuable resource available on-line. The fully 
searchable website also contains an Electronically Translated version of the 
text, for easier reading. Currently over 360 newspapers from throughout    
Australia are listed on the website with a similar number already planned to be 
added in the near future, including the popular Ballarat Star. 

This information treasure is one of the most valuable historical resources    
available to the Australian public. 

Why not take a closer look at:    trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper 
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NO, WE ARE NOT referring to cows nor sheep; and we certainly are not talking 
about investments. Rather, we are referring to what Webster’s Dictionary         
describes as: “A machine consisting of two pieces of timber, in which the legs of 
criminals are confined by way of punishment.” 

Stocks, as a form of punishment, date back over 2,500 years. Minor offences like 
being drunk and disorderly, insulting a government or police official, or swearing 
in public could result in a few hours of reflection while restrained by the ankles, 
awaiting the grace of the Chief Constable or local Magistrate to issue release,    
usually accompanied with a stern rebuke. 

Commonly, the apparatus was placed in a public area exposed to the weather—
hot, cold, wet, dusty, or otherwise. While immobilizing the victim, it provided a 
means for public humiliation and scorn. Passers-by could not only revile the     
captives with words and laughter, but would often throw objects, including mud 
or stones at them as well. 

The first reference to stocks being used in Geelong date back to the earliest times 
of settlement when a crude set of stocks was set up beside the Barwon River. In 
1842, (4 years after the township was gazetted) the first Court House was built on 
the corner of Yarra Street and McKillop Street.* 

The foreman on the construction project was Nicholas McCann, who also had the 
responsibility of erecting the stocks beside the Court House on the corner of Yarra 
Street and Little Myers Street. The Police Magistrate, Captain Foster Fyans, was 
charged with the inspection and approval of all works performed. Upon            
examining the newly installed stocks he found that an odd number of leg holes 
had been cut into the frame. 

After puzzling over it for a while he allegedly turned to the foreman and said- “Oh, 
it’s alright McCann, let it go; it will do for a wooden leg man.” 
We do not know if any men with wooden legs were ever       
ordered into the stocks, but at least they were provided for 
should the need ever have arisen! 

The stocks consisted mainly of two stout pieces of timber– the 
bottom one fixed firmly to the ground, and the top piece 
hinged and latched on top. The offending parties sat on a plank 
with ankles securely fastened through holes in the blocks.      
Although most culprits would have been thoroughly humiliated 
by the experience, not all took their punishment quietly. If not 

* Today the newly renovated Fire Station is located on this site. Foster Fyans 
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closely supervised by the constabulary some would swear, threaten or even 
throw stones at people as they walked by. 

The stocks were not popular with the locals of Geelong. In the Geelong Advertiser 
they were described as “no fitting place for a gentleman,” and the newspaper 
sought  removal of them, claiming that stocks were a relic from a barbarous age. 
After restraining the ankles of many a drunken local they were eventually           
removed when the Chief Constable found that a man who had been put into the 
stocks was very drunk some hours later, having received an ongoing supply of 
liquor from his friends. 

The stocks were then re-assembled in 1849 and used mainly to punish those who 
had been arrested for drunkenness, especially on the Sabbath (the Christian     
Sunday, not the Jewish Saturday). No-one knows for sure when the stocks were 
finally done away with for good, but it has been suggested that they met with the 
same fate as the Melbourne stocks, which were set upon by angry residents one 
night and chopped to pieces. 

Today, we might breathe a sigh of relief that we have become more ‘civilized’ in 
our punishment of public offenders. But, somehow, we still do not seem to have 
found the correct recipe to discourage public drunkenness and misbehaviour. 

The Geelong stocks for prisoners, corner of Little Myers and Yarra Streets, 1843 
Courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre Collection  GRS 2009/1030 
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In the early days of Geelong, a criminal charge could lead to a hasty court        
appearance and very rough justice indeed. While many convicts resented their 
sentence of transportation to Australia, and were swiftly punished for further 
crimes, even free settlers could be dealt with harshly at times, in an effort to instil 
obedience to authorities and deter others from taking up a life of crime. 

The editor of the Geelong Advertiser, Mr James Harrison, in his second edition of 
his local newspaper,* reported on a visit to the court-house to see if the many           
complaints of rough justice were exaggerations from disgruntles offenders, or in 
fact true. He writes— 

“Little did we think that the FIRST TEN MINUTES would set the question at rest… 
Mr Fenwick was on the bench. 

The overseer of Mr. Austin’s station appeared against one of his men, who had 
been apprehended on a warrant, charged with having absconded… When the trial 
came on, the plaintiff stated that the man did not abscond, and that he wished to 
charge him with ill-using a team of bullocks. When asked why he had charged the 
man with absconding, he replied “I did not understood (sic) it.” The magistrate…      
ordered the case to proceed. 

The overseer then charged the prisoner with having abused a team of bullocks, by 
using the whip unnecessarily when yoking them, and with having poked out a  
bullock’s eye the week before. The magistrate then asked why the man was not 
then brought up. The overseer said that he was not on the station at the time, but 
was told of the circumstance by the groom, who was in attendance… 

The prisoner’s defence was, that the bullocks were young, and he was the only 
man on the farm who could manage them; that the lash of his whip accidently 
caught the bullock’s eye, but it could see as well as ever; he also complained that 
he had himself been struck and abused in consequence. 

The magistrate replied, “I am not surprised at that, after what you have done. I 
find you guilty, and sentence you to pay a fine of three pounds,# or be confined in 
gaol for three months.” 

Mr. Harrison continued in his editorial to list the injustices against the farm 

*Geelong Advertiser. Saturday November 28, 1840 page 2. 
# In 1840, three pounds was the equivalent of about 15 weeks work for a farm labourer. 
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hand—the overseer had provided the court with a false affidavit, but was not 
even reprimanded by the court for this false accusation; the farm hand had been 
arrested and spent time overnight in jail unjustly; he was put on trial for a      
different charge without the opportunity to obtain defence council or time to 
gather witnesses; he himself had been assaulted by the overseer; the overseer’s        
testimony was believed, even though he had just perjured himself by supplying 
the court with a false affidavit, and was not an eye witness to the allegations 
against the farm-hand, having only heard the claims from others. 

Harrison concludes in his editorial: “Englishmen and Australians! We will not insult 
you by attempting to rouse your indignation—your hatred—at this most           
unparalleled perversion of the 
most sacred maxims of British 
justice. Already they must have 
risen spontaneously in the 
breast of every right-minded 
man… What will English       
emigrants and Colonial labour-
ers think of the free and       
unblemished colony of Geelong, 
where the whip may be used for 
men but not for bullocks? 
where their masters may send 
them to prison for absconding, 
although never an inch off the 
farm; and then get them sent to 
gaol on any trumped-up tale 
ten days old.” 

This was just one example of the stiff penalties meted out to early transgressors 
of the law. Many squatters and freed convicts tasted months or even years of jail 
time, or more commonly, hard labour on the roads, for trivial offences against the 
colonial government. For the next five years while Nicholas Fenwick remained 
magistrate at the courthouse in Geelong, James Harrison continued to rile him in 
the pages of the Geelong Advertiser, for his heavy-handed sense of justice,        
especially towards the working classes. 

Today, many may feel that justice has swung in the opposite direction, with      
dangerous criminals going unpunished, or at most, receiving a slap on the wrist. 
While it may be true that each one of us has an in-built strong sense of justice, 
human history has never appeared to be able to apply it in a way that balances 
mercy for repentant offenders, with a measure of closure for the victims of crime. 

The police lockup located in South Geelong on the south-west corner 
of Yarra Street and Balliang Street  where, in 1840 the young          

farm-hand would have been jailed. 
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While reading through newspapers which contain the early history of Geelong, 
the reader cannot but wonder at the number of children, entire families, and 
even animals, struck down by the common diseases of the times. In addition,      
medical terminology used by doctors during the 19th and early 20th centuries 
only added to the fear of these unknown killers, some of which still exist today. 

In this article, we try to unravel some of the mystery, while providing a little      
insight into health issues of the times: 

“An inquest was held yesterday on the 
body of Mr Gilbert Robertson, who fell 
from his horse in a fit of apoplexy, on 
the Colac road, about a mile from the 
bridge at South Geelong.” 

The Argus 8/9/1851 p.2 

Apoplexy 
In the 19th century the term referred to any       
untimely death that began with a sudden loss of 
consciousness, especially one in which the victim 
died quickly. Most commonly apoplexy was caused 
by what we today call a stroke. 

“By one of the Jury: The immediate 
cause of death was rupture of the heart. 
By another Juryman: Excessive        
smoking, as well as excessive drinking, 
would accelerate, and even produce, 
disease of the heart. Understood that 
the deceased gentleman was [not] very 
abstemious (moderate intake of food   
and drink) in his habits.” 

The Argus 19/1/1858  

Rupture of the Heart 
Myocardial rupture (or heart rupture) is a           
laceration or tearing of the walls of the ventricles, 
atria, or valves of the heart. It is most commonly 
referred to as an acute heart attack. 
Interestingly, over 150 years ago, medical juries 
linked smoking with heart disease, a finding which, 
if observed by the general public, would have 
saved much suffering, and prolonged the lives of 
countless early Geelong residents. 

“During the night he was observed to 
breathe hard and moan considerably. On 
the following morning he died. The jury 
returned a verdict of ‘Died from disease of 
the lungs, probably from consumption.’” 

The Argus 2/6/1856 p.5 

Consumption 
Tuberculosis. The classic symptoms of active TB 
infection are a chronic cough with blood-tinged 
sputum, fever, night sweats, and weight loss—
the latter giving rise to the term consumption, as 
the disease appeared to “consume” its victim. 

“An inquest has been held upon the body 
of a prisoner in the Geelong gaol, who 
had died from dropsy.” 

Bendigo Advertiser 5/11/1858 p.3 

Dropsy 
Oedema: a swelling, usually of the legs, due to the 
accumulation of excessive fluid in the tissues. The 
excess fluid is usually caused by heart failure,    
cirrhosis of the liver, and kidney disease. 
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Delirium Tremens 
Delirium tremens (Latin for "shaking frenzy") is 
an acute episode of delirium that is usually 
caused by withdrawal from alcohol, first       
described in 1813. 

“The stock-holders on the Lachlan 
[River] have, within the last 
month, sustained great loss from 
mortality among their stock, from 
disease known as the “black-leg.” 
So fatal is this disease, that within 
the few hours after the animal is        
attacked it dies.” 

Bendigo Advertiser 15/1/1859 p.3  

Black-leg 
Blackleg is a highly fatal disease in young cattle caused 
by the bacteria Clostridium chauvoei. The spores of the 
organism live in the soil and enter the animals when 
they feed on grass. The disease is not transmitted from 
sick animals to healthy animals by mere contact. The 
animal usually dies in 12—48 hours, making treatment 
impossible. Even today, vaccination against the         
bacteria is the only prevention available. 

“Doctor Rock said he knew the cases of the 
two men, and did not consider them danger-
ous; he stated that one case was delirium 
tremens, and the other paralysis.” 

Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer 9/12/1854 p.3 

“The Scarletina.—This disease is still  
[ravaging the] town, and afflicting many a 
family with death. No such account of disease 
was ever before known in this town as has 
been experienced this season; and we are sorry 
to find so general an impression that the      
present malignant form of the disease has been 
imported into the town by the last immigrant 
ship that arrived here.” 

Portland Guardian 27/7/1854 p.2  

Scarletina (Scarlatina) 
Scarlet Fever. An infectious disease which 
most commonly affects 4 to 8 year old     
children. Symptoms include sore throat,  
fever and a characteristic red rash. Scarlet 
fever is usually spread by inhalation of the 
bacterium Streptococcus pyogenes. Before 
the availability of antibiotics, Scarlet Fever 
was a major cause of death in Victoria. 

“In consequence of an outbreak of typhoid fever, 
the Geelong Grammar School has been closed, and 
will not re-open until the end of June. Six of the 
boarders are prostrated with fever, and three   
domestics are also suffering from the same        
complaint. It is asserted that the fever  was    
introduced by means of milk supplied to the      
institution. 

The Argus 27/5/1887 p.3  

Typhoid 
Typhoid fever. A common worldwide  
bacterial disease transmitted by the    
ingestion of food or water contaminated 
with the faeces of an infected person, 
which contain the bacterium Salmonella. 
Sanitation and hygiene are critical 
measures that must be taken to prevent 
typhoid. 

“Dr. McCloskey added that the flare up 
of polio in the Geelong district had now 
subsided. From the end of February till 
the end of June there were 46 cases. 

Advocate 30/7/1954 p.7 

Poliomyelitis 
Polio is an acute, viral, infectious disease. Polio 
epidemics were unknown before the late 19th  
century, but became one of the most dreaded 
childhood diseases of the 20th century. 
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“Taxi!” These days, a call for a taxi is hopefully 
followed by the appearance of a yellow-
coloured motor vehicle pulling to the kerb to 
take us where we want to go. 

However, in the early days of Geelong, before 
the invention of the motor vehicle, hackney 
carriages served the same purpose. 

Early ‘cabs’, as they were called, left a lot to 
be desired. One disgusted citizen wrote to the 
paper in 1849—"as at present managed, no 
one would willingly send his dog by these       
conveyances, unless he wished the animal to 
be contaminated.” The following year saw         
legislation passed in Melbourne to improve 
conditions for the paying passenger. 

By law all hackney carriages within an 8 mile (13km) radius of the centre of      
Geelong had to be licensed, and by 1877 there were 48 licensed hackney drivers 
in the Geelong area that were inspected annually by the Market Square           
Committee. Why license the drivers? 

Complaints against drivers were common. They included: bad language,        
drunkenness, fare disputes, carriage stand arguments, the number of               
passengers allowed at one time, etc. The Geelong town council authorised the 
Market Square Committee (mostly made up of counsellors anyway) to regulate 
the service.  

Geelong c.1870s. Hackney carriages waiting for      a fare on Malop Street, outside the entrance to 
the Market Square. The 18m high Austin clock      tower was visible from all over Geelong. It was 

Which form of public transport would you prefer? 

demolished 
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Annual licenses cost up to £3 ($6) each year. 
The council also regulated uniforms, the size 
of carriages, correct fares, and carriage safety. 
The regulations were not all in favour of the 
passenger. Rude or drunk passengers could be 
reported to inspectors. Fare evaders, or     
drivers charging too much for fares could both 
be fined up to £10 ($20). 

Travelling between 10-15km/h, the journey 
home with a days shopping in a hackney     
carriage was a much more leisurely trip, even 
if it was a little bumpy as well as exposed to 
the weather. 

 

(“Hmmm. It’s starting to rain! I think I’ll phone 
for a modern yellow taxi, thank-you all the 
same.”) 

Geelong c.1870s. Hackney carriages waiting for      a fare on Malop Street, outside the entrance to 
the Market Square. The 18m high Austin clock      tower was visible from all over Geelong. It was  

The dangers of Hackney Carriage travel are highlighted in 
the following newspaper excerpt:  

At the county court to day, Charles Allen, a bookmaker and commission agent, 
residing in Melbourne, sued John A Lawton, a cabman, for £99 for injuries caused 
by negligence in driving a hackney carriage. According to the evidence, the    
plaintiff got into the defendant's cab on the 31st January last to go to the        
Geelong races. 

They started with six passengers, but subsequently picked up five others. In     
driving to the course the defendant sat partly on the splashboard with his feet 
outside and drove furiously. On going along the avenue at the course, the         
defendant fell off his seat, the horse bolted, and several persons got out. The 
plaintiff followed, and in so doing broke his right leg, and had been in the hospital 
to the 5th of June. 

The defendant stated that he only drove at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour, 
as the passengers wished to get to the course, and that he lost his balance off the 
splashboard, and fell accidentally. Mr Johnson, who appeared for the defence, 
urged that the plaintiff was guilty of contributory negligence in jumping off the 
vehicle. A verdict was given for the amount claimed. 

The Argus, Friday 8 August, 1884 p.7 

in 1923. 
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Geelong– Rotten Fish? 

“Our up-country friends who indulge in the delicacy of smoked 

fish may possibly like to know how the article is sometimes got 

up for market. In a County Court case heard yesterday, the  

defendant, a fishmonger at Ballarat, opposed payment of an 

account for the fish supplied to him from Queenscliff, partly on 

the ground that it was sent to him in a state of decomposition. 

Plaintiff retorted that the defendant had thereby suffered no 

loss, inasmuch as he admitted having ‘split them up and 

smoked them,’ in which condition they 

found a ready sale. 

Defendant so far admitted the soft        

impeachment as to allow that he had    

disposed of a good many in this way, but 

added that a large portion were too far 

gone even for this, and he had to throw 

them away behind the depot.” 
 

-The Geelong Advertiser April 1864 

Geelong– “Holy Manure!” 

“The South Barwon Municipality, in deciding upon the scale of 

fees for the toll on the south side of the Barwon Bridge, have 

paid a very left-handed compliment to clergymen, by ordering 

the following notice to appear on the notice-board of that 

'"pike" :- "Loads of manure and ministers of religion       

allowed to pass toll free!" 

(The Argus: Saturday, April 6, 1861 p.5) 
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“The roads are worse 
than we have ever seen 
them. . . We resolve to drive 
no more, if possible, till they 
have improved. . . We are 
thankful to be safe at 
home.”   (June 1852) 

With this description in her diary, Caroline Newcomb along with friend Anne  
Drysdale lamented the condition of the roads as they existed around Geelong in 
the 1850’s. Their 19km journey from Geelong to their home at Coryule 
(Hermsley—between Leopold and Drysdale), can easily be covered in 20 minutes 
today. Newcomb and Drysdale should have made the trip in about 2 hours sitting 
astride their horse and buggy. However, especially during the wet winter months, 
many farmers living out of town would only venture into Geelong when the 
weather cleared, and the roads dried out, for fear they could become hopelessly 
bogged along the way. How had this impossible situation developed? 

As white settlers and squatters pegged out land holdings for themselves from 
1835 onwards, little consideration was given for the provision of public roads. 
Apart from a few main thoroughfares, like the Geelong-Portarlington Road which 
was allocated a strip of land 3 chains (60m) wide, most travel was made over  
privately held land, with permission from the landowner. As farmers worked   
tirelessly to establish their respective pastoral activities, little time nor finances 
were made available to build roads. 

When the Victorian gold rush started in 1851, the rapid increase in population 
clogged the few roads with men, machinery, livestock, and general supplies. 
These roads quickly turned into deep bogs after rain. Local newspapers warned  
ladies and short men to stay off the streets on the worst days, for fear they would 
lose their footwear or even become stranded in the thick mud—and that was 
right in the middle of Geelong! Stranded livestock were often witnessed being 
dragged out of the bogs. Something had to be done. . . and quickly. 

Thus, in February 1853, the colonial Victorian Government passed “An Act for 
making and improving Roads in the Colony of Victoria.” It set up a Central Roads 
Board, to oversee all public works in the state, as well as allowed the Lieutenant 
Governor to establish Road Districts—the forerunners to what we today call local 
councils. Attention was first given to the main roads between Melbourne,        
Geelong, Ballarat, and Bendigo. However, locals around Geelong moved rapidly to 
take advantage of the new legislation to improve travel out into neighbouring 
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districts. 

With State funding for roads now available, and legislation that allowed local 
Roads Boards to raise capital through rating properties and charging road tolls, 
committees in all the districts around Geelong were soon established to see what 
could be done about the terrible condition of the roads. Consider what occurred 
on the Bellarine Peninsula, the location of Newcomb and Drysdale’s harrowing 
experience: 

On June 27, 1854 a volunteer         
committee comprising 6 men and one 
woman (Caroline Newcomb) met at 
the Buck’s Head Inn. Those present 
decided to form the Portarlington 
Road Board, which would eventually 
oversee the construction and      
maintenance of roads on the Bellarine        
Peninsula—everything east of what is 
today Moolap Station Road, (excluding 
the Borough of Queenscliffe). 

Newcomb was appointed secretary of 
the committee, a role usually filled by a 
man, but obviously assigned to Newcomb out of respect for her standing in the 
community and the incredible energy she put into everything she tackled. There 
was one sticking point however—Caroline Newcomb was a staunch Methodist 
who spoke out strongly against the consumption of alcohol. Much to the dismay 
of the other 6 men on the committee, after their first meeting together she       
insisted that future meetings take place at her home, rather than at the Buck’s 
Head Inn, which was an establishment where alcohol was readily available to 
tempt the “weak-minded” who attended! 

The Portarlington Road Board faced a daunting task, since none of its members 
had had any experience building roads. Two engineers had been employed by the 
Central Roads Board to advise local Boards around Geelong. Relying heavily on 
their expertise, the Portarlington Road Board gave £200 to Mr. Wentzel to      
complete maintenance in the worst spots between Leopold and what would 
eventually be called Drysdale. They then set about collecting rates from property 
owners, amassing £555 in the first 12 months. 

The worst section of road, creating the greatest bog was the flat section between 
what is today Moolap and Leopold. It was assigned to the second engineer, Mr. 
Rowand. Due to limited funds being available, he resolved to build a plank road—
lengths of timber laid side by side the entire way, with drains each side and      

The Drysdale Hotel today—site of the original  Buck’s 
Head Inn where the Portarlington Road Board held 

it’s first meeting in 1854. 
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culverts cut underneath periodically to allow water to run off into Corio Bay.   
Being only wide enough for one dray, notices were posted in the Geelong        
Advertiser that right of way had to be given to the heaviest load, with the lighter 
traveller having to ease off into the mud. How successful was the idea? The    
Geelong Advertiser later records (1872): 

“The planks are just capable of allowing the two wheels of a vehicle to revolve 
simultaneously along them, only when the most skilful vehicular navigation is   
displayed. At this part of the road it is said to be no uncommon thing for wood 
carters and potatoe (sic) merchants to get mutually bogged in their efforts to pass 
each other, and in such cases their congratulations and compliments are         
something amusing.” 

Meanwhile, local landowners were starting to see the need to build roads for 
better access to their respective farms, and thus donated strips of land along the 
boundary to their properties for the Board to construct roads on. As a result,  
today we have Murradoc Road between Drysdale and St Leonards, and Clifton 
Springs Road, leading north from the Buck’s Head Inn to Corio Bay. 

By the end of their first year in operation, the Portarlington Road Board could 
boast one mile and 416 yards (or 2km) of road surface completed, plus another 
one mile and 144 yards (or 1.75km) well on the way to completion—small       
beginnings, but at least a start had been made. 

At the first annual meeting held on July 11, 1855 at the Buck’s Head Inn, a large    
number of house and land owners attended. A new board was elected to take 
over from the volunteers who had steered the first 12 months. As a result,       
Caroline Newcomb was replaced on the Board and as secretary, by Captain A. W. 
Bailey on an annual salary of £50. It would be many decades before another  
woman presided so prominently on a local council board. While appreciative of 
Newcomb’s efforts, the Road Board was also delighted with the new                  
appointment, which allowed them to transfer monthly meetings back to the 
Buck’s Head Inn, and it’s convenient liquid refreshments! 

Much work was still to be done. But like most community projects, the key factor 
was raising the money to accomplish them. The story continues in Part 2... 

A typical plank road, demonstrating the need for careful navigation 
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The Collection of Tolls 

In 1854 committees were       
established around Geelong to 
start building public roads.     
Although most funding came 
from the colonial government in         
Melbourne and the collection of 
rates, a strong case was made 
for road users to pay for the privilege. Hence, road tolls were quickly approved 
and put in place. However, the collection of tolls was not as easy as it sounds—as 
the Portarlington Road Board discovered. 

The Board instructed Country Roads Board engineer, Charles Rowand, to erect a 
toll house with toll gate on the Portarlington Road, where Moolap Station Road 
intersects today. At a cost of £135 the toll gate was installed, and Mr. Hammet 
was given permission to collect the tolls “if he be married!” (as Caroline Newcomb 
records in the Board’s minutes book). As it turned out, a Mr. Downey had to assist 
by minding the gate while Mr. Hammet chased after toll evaders. 

Despite Mr. Hammet’s efforts, toll evasion continued to be a major problem. In 
August 1855 the Board requested permission from the Geelong Town Council to 
erect two more toll gates to catch the cheaters: one on the road to Shortlands 
Bluff, today called the Queenscliff Road or Bellarine Highway; the other on the 
beach road, (today behind the Australian Animal Health Laboratories, extending 
out to Point Henry). Three months later, after his wages were reduced to £3 per 
week, Mr. Hammet resigned and was replaced by William Pattison. 

As toll evasion continued, in February 1856 the Portarlington Road Board hired a 
man to patrol the area between Elliott’s Hill (Leopold) and the toll gates back at 
Moolap, and prosecute anyone who had evaded paying the toll or was observed 
damaging any portion of the road. To add incentive for the toll keeper to do his 
job more diligently, in March that same year tenders were called for to operate 
the toll gates. James Delaney won the tender and paid his yearly fee of £365 to 
the board. How much profit he got from the job now depended on how diligently 
he pursued the tolls and those who tried to evade them. 

This method proved much more successful in collecting tolls, since the toll keeper 
was the one who suffered loss if he let any escape without paying. The same 
method of toll collection was applied throughout the Geelong district. However, it 

This photo from 1922 shows the toll gate and toll keeper’s 
house at Grassy Creek, on the Great Ocean Road. 
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also led to a number of assaults, with toll evaders being set upon. For example, in 
March 1861 two teenage boys decided to run for it without paying the toll at 
Batesford Bridge. The toll keeper began chase and, catching up with the slowest 
of the two, gave him a rap over the head with the butt of his gun. Sadly the young 
man died the next day from his injury. 

Meanwhile other problems continued to test the patience of the Portarlington 
Road Board. In 1859 the toll keeper on the Queenscliff Road, Charles Hale,      
complained that Mr. Hardwick, on whose property the toll house stood, had built 
his own access down to the main road, allowing himself, his friends, and their 
livestock to avoid having to pay the toll. The Roads Engineer was subsequently 
paid the bargain price of £25 to relocate the toll house and gate, build new      
fences, dig a new water closet and repaint the whole lot! 

Shortly thereafter, another complaint    
surfaced that those who had free toll     
tickets were giving them to people not 
entitled to them, thus defrauding the toll 
keeper from income he was entitled to. 
The Board tightened up on the free tickets, 
providing them only to the Board Engineer, 
the Rate Collector (when on duty),         
ratepayers who paid at least 5s. on the 
assessment roll, and contractors carting 
metal (gravel and stones) for the roads. 

In 1860 the Portarlington Road Board   
expanded in size to include most of the 
Bellarine Peninsula, and underwent a name 
change to become the Indented Head 
Roads Board. Again, in September 1865 the 
Roads Board was renamed the Bellarine 
Shire Council with territory right up to 
Boundary Road at Newcomb. 

When the Shire Council wanted to move 
the tolls up to Boundary Road, the Geelong 
Council protested that townsfolk were  

being ‘strangled,’ unable to move without paying tolls. The change was averted, 
and the days of the Bellarine tolls were numbered. Finally, in April 1877 they were 
closed by the Victorian Government, and the gates and houses sold. 

Next time you travel the Bellarine Peninsula, you will travel the roads for free, but 
you may want to pause and remember those who once had to pay for the       
privilege. 

Toll Evaders 
Why were so many travellers, and farmers 
keen to avoid the road tolls? To put it   
simply—the high cost of using them! Below 
are toll fees for the gates at Moolap, as 
published in 1873: 

(Note: 1d. = 1c   1s. = 10c) 
Sheep, lamb, pig, goat  1/4d. 
Ox or head of neat cattle  Id. 
Horse, mare, ass, mule  3d. 
Cart, dray or two wheeler  6d. 
Ditto drawn by two horses  9d. 
Ditto drawn by three horses Is. Od. 
Ditto drawn by four horses  Is. 3d. 
Waggon or four wheeler  
        with two horses   9d. 
Ditto with three horses  Is. Od. 
Ditto with four horses  Is. 3d. 
Cart, etc., two bullocks  6d. 
Additional bullocks   2d. 
Two wheel gig, chaise, etc.  6d. 
Ditto with two horses  Is. Od. 
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One hundred and fifty-four years ago the peacefulness of Geelong’s streets 
were disrupted by a wild chase that divided the town—those who saw it as an 
opportunity for a little harmless fun, and a bit of sport, opposed by those who 
feared for the well-being of the emu and were annoyed at the loss of serenity. 

We’ll let the Geelong Advertiser tell you the story: 

“Yesterday forenoon, as many idlers on foot or 
horseback as had nothing better to do, treated 
themselves to the novel sport of hunting an 
emu through nearly every street in the town. 

The unfortunate bird, it appears, escaped from 
the yard at the rear of Mr Rice’s Black Bull     
stables, and went pacing timidly along little 
Ryrie-street, as if frightened at its unwonted 
liberty. Instead of capturing it quietly by the 
neck, and so leading it home, some persons 
thought proper to give it chase, and – as      
business was somewhat dull – it is not to be 
wondered at that there were plenty of other 
persons ready to join in the sport. 

The “quarry” immediately recovered as much of 
its fleetness as had not been tamed away, and 
off it went, striding along with head erected to 
the full height, and with a posse of horsemen, 
small boys, and street curs close in the rear. 

This ridiculous piece of cruelty was kept up for upwards of half an hour – the 
bird every now and then turning round and gazing about him, as if wondering 
at the absurd fit which had taken hold of the human creation. Ryrie-street, 
Moorabool-street, Myers-street, the Market-square, Ryrie-street (again), the 
Queenscliff road, past the Botanical Gardens, Corio-street, Market-square 
(again), - were all traversed in this nonsensical chase, and it was not until the 
poor bird was well nigh run off its legs that the proper mode of capturing him 
was resorted to, and he was at length returned dead beat into Mr Rice’s      
possession.” 

Geelong Advertiser. Saturday, June 30, 1860 p.2 
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“A few days ago, the limeburners on the Limestone Point,* 
when quarrying about ten feet (3 metres) below the surface, 
found a bunch of keys imbedded in the stone. They were very 
much decayed, but not so much as might have been expected had they lain there 
many hundred years. . . How did the keys get there?”                                  
- Geelong Advertiser and Squatters Advocate July 2, 1847. 

And thus began one of Geelong’s greatest mysteries. The day after the discovery 
of the keys by Mr Boucher the Limeburner, Lt Governor of Victoria, Charles La 
Trobe and prominent colonist and pastoralist, Alex F. Mollison visited the site. 
With an enthusiastic amateur’s interest in geology, La Trobe dropped down into 
the lime pit and started digging around, prompting the following conversation 
with Mr Boucher which La Trobe later recorded: 

“I found a bunch of keys yesterday, just where your honour is picking the shells.” 
“Keys?” I said. “Keys, your honour,” he replied. “What can you mean?” I enquired. 
“Yes, here,” he said, laying his hand just upon the shellbed. I asked him “Where 
are they?” “Up at the hut, your honour,” he replied. “Let me see them,” I said. He 
immediately left the excavation and ran up the bank to his hut, returning a minute 
or two afterwards with two keys, each about two inches in length, which he   

 

Charles La Trobe Alex F. Mollison 

A sketch of the Limeburner’s pit, 
showing where the keys were found. 

*Limestone Point: Now called Limeburners Point—where the boat ramp is located on Corio 
Bay, behind the Botanic Gardens in East Geelong. 

Keys 
found 
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handed to me, saying that there had been three, but that the children had been 
playing with them, and he could only lay his hand upon the two. 

Both La Trobe and Mollison were perplexed! How could a set of keys end up in a 
layer of shell grit some 3—4 metres below the surface of the natural ground, and 
13 metres from the shoreline? 

The Englishmen were familiar with a number of past efforts to sail these waters. 
Lieutenant John Murray sailed into Port Phillip Bay some 45 years earlier in 1802, 
being the first British sailor to record the event. He was followed by Matthew  
Flinders 10 weeks later. However, while the keys may have opened a sailor’s trunk 
or foot-locker, the age and position of the keys could not be ascribed to them, 
being buried so deep in the ground. 

The conclusion La Trobe and Mollison reached was that a European vessel,      
perhaps Portuguese, must have entered Corio Bay, 150-200 years earlier, a sailor 
then dropping the keys which were in time, covered and buried. But modern   
geologists cannot agree with this finding. For the seabed to recede so far, and a  
layer of shell to be covered to a depth of 4 metres in sand and soil would take at 
least 2,000 years according to current estimates. 

Other researchers and prominent Geelong citizens also weighed into the debate. 
Jaques Du Bois, an early Geelong resident, claimed (when visiting England in 
1854) he had a conversation with Captain Woodruff, commander of the Calcutta, 
which in 1803, had helped (unsuccessfully) to establish Victoria’s first settlement 
under Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins at Sorrento. Woodruff claimed he had 
been on an exploration party in the vicinity of Limeburners Point when his party 
became in desperate need of water. They sunk a number of holes in the area 
searching for ground water. Eventually a spring was located at the bottom of a 
hill, near a gully, which quenched the thirst of Woodruff’s party. 

According to Du Bois that spring was very close to where the 
Limeburner found the set of keys. Could one of the sailors in 
Woodruff’s party have dropped his keys while digging an earlier 
(dry) hole, only to be found 44 years later by Mr Boucher? After 
inspecting the area himself, Du Bois concluded that this was the 
only logical solution. However, La Trobe and Mollison reported 
no evidence of the ground around the keys being disturbed by 
earlier digging. In addition, the keys were determined to be   
unlike the modern key design of the times, instead being shaped 
like much older European keys. If a sailor had accidently dropped 

his keys while digging a hole 4 decades earlier, even then he would have had to 
have been in possession of a very old sea chest. 

James Harrison, who was then editor of the Geelong Advertiser and Squatters 
Advocate disagreed with Du Bois’ findings. As a newspaperman, Harrison         

James Harrison 
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regularly came across fanciful stories, mysteries, and bazaar claims from far and 
wide. While keeping an eye out for any sensational story that may increase the 
readership of his newspaper, Harrison had also become sceptical of many of the 
claims he heard. 

Over 40 years later, when the Royal Society of Victoria published two pamphlets 
on the events surrounding the keys, Harrison recorded his own thoughts. He   
recalled being told by Boucher that he did not find the keys lodged in the layer of 
shell grit at all, but had actually found them at the base of the hole at his feet. He 
assumed that they had become dislodged from the shell grit layer, since that was 
where he was digging at the time. At the time Boucher employed an elderly man 
as a labourer to help him, a man “who had taken the prospecting fever very     
badly,” and was known for playing practical jokes. Harrison concluded that the old 
man had dropped an old set of keys he possessed at the feet of his boss while he 
was distracted with his digging, and then convinced him that the keys had been 
dislodged by his swinging pick. 

However, James Harrison’s claim that the whole affair was a practical joke also 
had ‘holes’ in it. Telling his version of events, while trying to recall what had     
happened 25 years earlier, led to his account containing a number of flaws. e.g. 
He gets the date wrong by 2 years, and he repeatedly apologises for being unsure 
of his memory’s accuracy, perhaps just imagining the story instead. 

Enlarging the mystery, the keys, which La Trobe passed on to the Geelong        
Mechanics Institute were eventually lost. A drawing La Trobe made of the keys 
was also misplaced. Hence, the lack of available evidence makes it impossible for 
modern science to resolve the confusion—and so the debate continues . . . 

Early European sailors, or a 167-year-old practical joke? Which do you believe? 

The Voyage of the Poppykettle is a 
1980 children's book about a group of 
"hairy Peruvians" setting out from   
Peru to discover Australia. It was 
written and illustrated by Geelong-
born Robert Ingpen. The popular story 
contains reference to the Geelong 
Keys. 

The stories about the "hairy Peruvians" 
became so popular in Geelong, that an 
annual 2-day Poppykettle Festival was 
established to celebrate them, now 
held each October at GPAC. 
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The Irish Potato Famine 

In 1845-49 Ireland experienced one of the    
greatest famines of the 19th century. During 
the famine approximately 1 million people died 
and a million more emigrated from Ireland – to 
Britain, North America and Australia. 

Since 1801, Ireland had been ruled by the   
United Kingdom (Britain), which favoured the 

Protestant minority that controlled the land, while the Catholic majority (80% of 
the population) languished in poverty. Potatoes had became the staple diet for 
the poor, and the Irish Lumper was the only variety of potato used. Lacking       
diversity, when attacked by potato blight (Phytophthora infestans) the Irish     
Lumper had little defence and crops were ruined all over the country. 

That is not to say that Ireland did not produce enough food during this time—
many other grain and fruit crops were harvested as normal, but the Protestants, 
backed by the British Government, used these crops to make money from export 
to England, rather than use them to feed the starving Catholics in Ireland. 

Although the famine passed, repeated crop failures continued until 1879, placing 
the Irish population in desperate need of support from overseas countries,      
including Australia. 

While the very earliest settlers around Geelong were mainly of English or Scottish        
descent, they were soon to be joined by a large Irish population, thanks to one of 
the greatest disasters of the 19th century—the Irish Potato Famine [see box     
below]. 

When news of the disaster in Ireland reached the ears of residents around Port 
Phillip Bay, many were moved by what they heard to take action to relieve the 
suffering in the ‘Land of Saints and Scholars.’ Especially those from the Catholic 
faith were quick to respond. Sunday sermons were given to inform congregations 
of the need, imploring them to come to the aid of their ‘spiritual brothers.’       
Donations amounting to hundreds of pounds were collected with haste and sent 
back to Ireland. 

While Catholics in many early Australian towns took up the cause, few Protestants 
rallied to help, conscious of maintaining their loyalty to the British government 
that still represented them. However, around Geelong a far greater number of 
non-Catholic churches and social groups united to ease the suffering of the Irish. 
In 1847 the Geelong Committee for the Relief of Irish and Scotch* was established 

 

* The Scottish were experiencing their own smaller food shortage at the same time. 
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to oversee the collection of donations and ensure they 
were hastily dispatched back to Ireland, where they were 
desperately needed. 

When handing over their money to the Geelong Committee 
donors could choose to have it spent in one of two ways—
to purchase food in Ireland for the starving, or by taking 
advantage of the new lands laws in the Victorian colony. 
These laws stated that when land was purchased from the          
government, the buyer could direct that the money paid to 
the Land Office then be used to assist people from other 
British colonies to immigrate to Australia. By the following 
March (1848), the committee had already raised £950,    
two-thirds of it to fund immigration to Australia. 

Using this very practical scheme to increase the population, over 19,000 impover-
ished Irish men and women made their way to our shores, arriving as whole     
families. Soon hundreds of them were seen on the streets of Geelong. As a result, 
new suburbs started to spring up around Geelong, reflecting the Irish heritage of 
those that settled there— Kildare expanded beyond the Scottish suburb of Ashby 
(around Mercer Street), in what is now known as the top end of Pakington Street 
in Geelong West. However, Irish Town, more commonly known as Marnock Vale, 
held the largest population of Irish immigrants, between West Fyans Street and 
the Barwon River in what is now called Chilwell. 

The most prominent Irish settler was Michael Donaghy, who estab-
lished the Donaghy’s Rope Works at Marnock Vale in 1852. Later     
relocated to the north end of Pakington Street, Donaghy’s would go 
on to become a Geelong institution, before closing down in 1999.* 

By the mid-1850s the famine in Ireland had begun to ease, but many      
continued to sail for Port Phillip Bay, enticed by reports from Irish 
families already here of a good way of life, free from being indebted 
to cruel Protestant Landlords.^ 

Famine continued to rear its ugly head in Ireland up until 1880, and 
the Geelong Relief Committee, and more importantly the Geelong 

community as a whole, continued to generously support efforts to ease the 
suffering of people they did not know, located on the other side of the world. 

While it has been often noted that today, people seem more selfish than ever 
before, it still gladdens our hearts to see people from Geelong give generously to 
others in need, whether it be within our own community, our country, in Ireland, 
or anywhere else in the world. 

 

Michael Donaghy 

* See pages 199-202 for Michael Donaghy’s full story. 
^ Although not all Irishmen prospered in their adopted country- just ask Ned Kelly! 
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With the media drawing our attention to the dramatic increase in domestic violence 
in Geelong in recent years, it may come as no surprise that this community evil has 
been around a long time—enflamed by the same common problem, alcohol abuse. 

A case arose over 160 years ago, when Geelong was only a fledgling town, merely 
10 years old. The very first inquest to be held in Geelong, on Friday, March 3, 1848 
sat at the Commercial Inn in Corio Street* to look into the death of servant, Anne 
Willis, who had died at that same location the previous day: 

The Willis brothers, Edward and William were among the first squatters to settle 
in the Port Phillip district, bringing 500 ewes and several rams over from their 
father’s property on Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) in 1837. But while Edward 
went on to become a successful pastoralist, William did not fare so well, with   
alcohol consumption contributing to his demise. 

William eventually married Anne. It would appear they were suited to one        
another, since both had reputations for being drunk at times. By late 1847 they 
were residing at the Commercial Inn at Geelong, where they were employed by 
the Inn-keeper, Mrs Alice Duggan. Anne, who was in her 40s, worked as a maid, 

while William did chores. Two others lived at the Inn, Napoleon 
Gilbert and his wife Hannah, who were in the process of taking 
over management of the Inn from Mrs Duggan. 

At around 6:30pm on Friday, February 25, 1848 Anne Willis 
walked into the bar area, closely followed by her husband,       
William. Witnessed by both Alice Duggan and Hannah Gilbert, 
William knocked Anne to the floor and then jumped, with both 
feet from the ground, on his wife’s head. He then attempted to 
jump on her head a second time, but when pushed away by Mrs 
Duggan he left the room. 

Meanwhile, Hannah had screamed, bringing her husband running 
down the stairs. Napoleon Gilbert observed blood streaming from 
the right eye area of the unconscious Anne Willis. He picked her 
up and carried her to her room, assisted by his wife, Hannah. He 

then called for the doctor and the police. 

Policeman, James Kirby arrived first, found William Willis in the Commercial Inn 
kitchen, and placed him in custody. While alcohol was freely available to both 
Anne and William Willis, and could be smelled on their breath, it could not be 
confirmed if they were drunk at the time. When physician, John Dixon arrived 

* Today, this area has been consumed by the giant Westfield Shopping Centre. 

James Cowie, prominent 
early resident of Geelong 
served on the coroner’s 

jury. 
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about half an hour later, Anne Willis had regained                  
consciousness, but was obviously quite ill, with massive      
swelling appearing down the right side of her face. Like many 
other victims of domestic violence, whether out of fear of     
reprisals from her husband or just embarrassment, Anne      
refused medical aid. 

The following morning, around 7:00am, Anne Willis came out of 
her room and insisted on doing a little work, despite the serious 
disfigurement to her face. Over the next week, her speech 
started to slur and her thinking became progressively confused. 
Confined to bed she eventually lost consciousness and died at 
1:00am on the morning of March 2, 1848. Surgeon, Foster 
Shaw performed an autopsy on the deceased later that day, 
and discovered that her brain had become swollen as a result of her husband’s 
attack, the inflammation inside her skull eventually killing her. He lamented her 
refusal of prompt medical treatment, which he believed could have saved her life. 

The 10 men on the coroner’s jury, which included noted early settler, James    
Cowie, returned a verdict of manslaughter against William Willis, and he was    
remanded to face the Supreme Court in Melbourne the following week. 

The trial of William Willis, was held on Wednesday, March 15, 1848 before Justice 
William A’Beckett. A very contrite Willis pleaded “not guilty.” He did not deny 
causing his wife’s injury, but claimed that she could have survived if she had 
sought medical assistance earlier. The accused was represented by barrister    
Redmond Barry, who would later go on to be knighted as the most famous      
Victorian judge of the 19th century. After all the witnesses had delivered their 
testimony, Redmond Barry focussed on character witnesses in an attempt to    
reduce William Willis’ punishment. Noted for his impeccable manners and        
elaborate, old-fashioned courtesy, Barry reputedly could disarm even the most 

hostile judge and jury, and this case proved no exception. 

Although found guilty of manslaughter by a panel of 12 male 
jurors, when sentenced the following week William Willis       
received the relatively ‘light’ sentence of 7 years hard labour. 

While we do not know what became of William Willis after his 
confinement, we do know that domestic violence has continued 
to spiral out of control ever since. Today, VicHealth data shows 
that intimate partner violence is the most common cause of 
death and disability for Victorian women aged 15-44 years, and 
57% of women will experience physical or sexual violence in 
their lifetime. When will it stop! 

At his trial in the Supreme 
Court, William Willis was 
represented by barrister 

(Sir) Redmond Barry.  

William A’Beckett,     
Supreme Court judge,  
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One thing, however, is  

certain,  that Geelong is a 

very clover-field for the 

residence of offenders 

against the law. 
The Argus May 21,1849 p.1 

 

At the last sale of town lots [in 

Geelong], quarter acre allotments 

sold as high as £26 [$52]. 
The Sydney Morning Herald December 6, 

1847 p.2 

 

There were some more disgraceful scenes enacted In the public 

streets [of Geelong] yesterday, arising out of the open-air 

preaching of the Beardies, or Wroeites*. Two open breaches of 

the peace were committed - one party getting a black eye, and 

the other a broken mouth. Dead rats, mud, and even stones, 

were thrown at the members of that sect, and a most         

disgusting Sunday broil resulted. 
The Argus July 8, 1863 p.6 

*Zealous followers of self-proclaimed Yorkshire prophet John Wroe, who 

had died earlier in February 1863 in Melbourne. His followers still exist, 

calling themselves Christian Israelites.  

 

Some idea may be formed of the state of our roads in the interior, 

when we mention that two drays came into town, yesterday      

afternoon, with average loads, each dray having fourteen bullocks 

yoked. The drivers informed us that, even with this unusual 

draught power, they experienced much difficulty in bringing their 

teams into town. The cattle exhibited the appearance of having 

been drawing belly deep through mud and water. 
Geelong Advertiser July 27, 1849 

The majority of the shopkeepers in Geelong wish to allow their 

assistants some chance of needful recreation by closing at 7 p.m., 

but there are three dissentients who hinder the act of grace, and 

against these the shopmen have appealed to the public. 
South Australian Register, November 13, 1847 p.3 
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Foot traffic quickly scattered 
from the road as the rumbling 
sound of horses hooves were 
heard approaching from the 
west. Then all held their 
breath to keep out the choking 
dust as the vehicle thundered 
past. The Cobb & Co. coach 
had arrived in Geelong! 

The first attempted coach 
service between Geelong and 
Melbourne was in 1839, with 
a coach being imported from 
Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) at that time. However, the absence of made roads     
defeated the project, and the principal means of communication between the 
two towns continued to be by water. It was not until the opening of the goldfields 
in 1851 that coaching days really began in Victoria. 

By December 1853 an early coach service between Geelong and Ballarat saw two 
teams running back and forth each day. But it was not long before a group of  
enterprising Americans invaded the field of Victorian passenger conveyance. 

Freeman Cobb was born on October 10, 1830, a native of Massachusetts, USA. 
Cobb had his early training with the Adam's Express Company of New York,   
transferring his services later to Wells, Fargo, and Co. He is said to have been sent 

to Australia by his employers for the purpose of forming a branch 
establishment here. But in late 1852, in conjunction with three 
other young Americans, John Murray Peck, James Swanton and 
John Lamber, the four launched out into business on their own. 
Initially they ran a shuttle service on the short, but busy road 
between Melbourne and Port Melbourne. However, the             
ambitious men soon expanded, as the following advertisement in 
The Argus newspaper (January 30, 1854) reports— 

“AMERICAN TELEGRAPH LINE OF COACHES. 

Daily communication between Melbourne, Forest Creek 
(Castlemaine) and Bendigo. 

Cobb and Co. beg to announce to the public that they have        
determined to run a line of well-appointed coaches between the 

The Leviathan coach—The largest horse-drawn coach in Australia 
carried up to 90 passengers between Geelong and Ballarat. Famous 

driver “Cabbage Tree Ned” held the reigns to 12 fine grey horses. 
The coach is pictured here outside the Cobb & Co. office in Malop 

Street Geelong, two doors down from the Black Bull Hotel. 

Freeman Cobb—
Founder of the Cobb 
& Co. transportation 

company. 
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above places, starting from the Criterion Hotel, every morning (Sunday excepted), 
at 6 o'clock, and from Forest Creek, daily, at the same hour. The vehicles intended 
to run are the new American coaches, recently imported, and acknowledged to be 
the easiest conveyances in the colony. The first coach will start from the Criterion 
on Monday, January 30, and every attention will be given to ensure punctuality.” 

While the coach service got off to a promising start, it soon got bogged down— in 
the muddy tracks of wintertime. The light Concord coaches, round-bodied, and 
handsomely upholstered, were not suitable for early Victoria, and as winter set in 
the service had to be suspended until spring was well advanced. 

The Argus again reported: "Travellers to and from Castlemaine will be glad to find 
by the advertisement which appears in another column that Messrs. Cobb and Co., 
who last season won golden opinions from all sorts of people for the punctuality 
and speed which characterised their mode of conducting their business as           
proprietors of passenger conveyances between Melbourne and the diggings, have 
reappeared on the field of action." (October 12, 1854) 

Over the next 2 years Freeman Cobb became a 
wealthy young man, and he then decided to return 
to his homeland. He married a year or two after his    
return to America, and served for a time as a State     
senator, before later drifting back to the express 
business in Boston. In 1871 he migrated to South 
Africa, and established a line of coaches from Port 
Elizabeth to Kimberley. He died at Port Elizabeth 
on May 24, 1878. 

The reputation which the young Americans had 
gained for punctuality and efficiency was taken 
advantage of in Geelong. Even when the railway 
from Melbourne to Geelong was opened in June 1857, Cobb and Co. at once 
found a ready market, booking passengers through to Ballarat by overland coach.  

The business of Cobb & Co. changed hands a number of times in quick succession, 
and a division of interests (ownership of coach routes) followed. Around 1860 
competition on the Geelong to Ballarat route became so keen that the fare was 
reduced to five shillings! It was on this road that Cobb and Co.'s "Leviathan" coach 
made its first appearance in January 1860—a huge vehicle, carrying nearly a    
hundred passengers, and drawn by a team of up to 12 horses. Cobb & Co.’s    
greatest driver, Ned Divine, became famous for his ability to handle the awesome 
vehicle. (See box on opposite page) 

Eventually the growth of the railway system, which took place in the 1860-70s, 
along with the advent of the automobile early in the 20th century, contributed to 
the gradual disintegration of the coaching business. Main routes were             

A typical Cobb & Co. coach.  This one is 
on display at Museum Victoria. It was 

made in Geelong to carry  up to 17 
passengers plus mail and luggage. 
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‘Cabbage Tree Ned’ 

Edward Devine was born on  August 10, 1833 in Van Diemen's Land, the 
son of a free migrant who became a farmer at Cove Hill. Edward went 
to Victoria as a youth and in 1854 got the job of driving coaches on the 
Geelong-Ballarat Road. After Cobb & Co. acquired this route, Devine 
soon earned a reputation as their best-known driver. 

For a time he drove the 'Leviathan,' the largest coach to appear in     
Australia, and by 1862 he was earning the very high wage of £17 a week 

for his skills. In that year he was assigned to drive the first All-England cricket team to visit 
Australia, on their tour of Victoria. His spectacular handling of the coach, pulled by twelve 
magnificent light greys, won him widespread fame. Something of a showman, he even drove 
the cricketers right on to the oval at a match in Geelong. When the tour ended, the            
Englishmen presented him with a purse of 300 sovereigns* at a complimentary dinner. 

Devine acquired his nickname of 'Cabbage Tree Ned' by wearing a hat made from the fibrous 
leaves of the cabbage palm. He was unequalled with his shrewd judgment of horses and his 
calmness in emergencies. On one occasion he was descending Fyansford Hill near Geelong 
when his horses bolted. Devine kept lashing them to greater speed, preventing the coach 
from over-running the horses until they could be safely pulled up at the bottom of the hill. 

In 1863 Divine went to New Zealand, where he continued to drive coaches for Cobb & Co. 
out of Dunedin. He returned to Australia in 
1878, and settled in Ballarat, driving a little, 
among other labouring jobs. He died, aged 71 
and unmarried, on December 18, 1908, and was 
buried in an obscure corner of the Ballarat    
cemetery. In February 1937 his remains were 
moved to a more prominent location in the 
cemetery with a distinctive headstone supplied 
by admirers of the greatest coachman in the 
history of Australia. 

abandoned, and country lines shrank to the position of short feeders to the      
railway. By the First World War, Cobb & Co in Geelong ran services to nearby 
towns like Ocean Grove and Torquay, but by the early 1920s the office at 18     
Malop Street had to close its doors for the final time. The coach service prospered 
longer in Queensland than anywhere else in Australia, but their last horse-drawn 
coach service ceased in 1924.  

In 1986 the name Cobb & Co. was resurrected by the Bell Street Bus Company for 
its motorcoach charter business. Since 2001 it has operated services on behalf of   
Australian Pacific Tours, mainly in the Northern Territory and Queensland. 

But nothing sounds quite like the thunder of horses hooves, 
churning up the dust, to the sound of voices yelling out:           
“Get out of the way. Here comes the Cobb & Co coach!” 

* 1 sovereign = £1 or $2. However, each sovereign       
contained 7.32g of gold, worth $310 at today’s value. 

The Cobb & Co Leviathan coach, carrying 89           
passengers from Geelong, thunders into Ballarat. 
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THREE HOURS IN GEELONG. 

“Committing myself to the care of Cobb* and the companionship 

of a host of Ballaratians, I started on Sunday morning for a brief 

spell on the seaboard... Our journey to Geelong was barren of 

incident. We swallowed the usual quantity of dust and            

public-house liquors, made the usual remarks about the       

weather, the coachman, the railroad, and the times, and at 

length got to Geelong just as the natives had settled down to 

their afternoon meal. We then had to wait three and a half hours 

for the train for Melbourne, a trial of human patience that 

should suffice to build up a lasting habit of resignation... 

There reigned everywhere a perfect Sabbatic calm. I could not 

find even a church or a chapel open, and so I went and had a 

swim, and felt happier and cleaner. No doubt it was a sin, even 

as it was a sin to travel... 

Having gone fruitlessly in quest of a sermon, wandered about 

the silent streets, read all four sides of the market clock three or 

four times over, I took once more to the beach... The gentle music 

of the rippling wavelets as they laved^ with their clear water the 

bright yellow sands, seemed to harmonise with the tranquil     

scene, and time and place... 

Eventually the iron horse, with a marked disregard of Sabbath 

observance, went to work with a steamful will, and dragged us 

into Melbourne just as the red moon rose, with her slightly 

waned outline, over the purple ridges of the ranges of             

Dandenong.” 

The Star (Ballarat): Friday, February 21, 1862 p.2   

* Cobb & Co. Horse and carriage transportation. 
^ Laved: washed over 

Looking over the swamp toward the Geelong Railway Station in 1866. The swamp was later 
drained and converted into Johnstone Park. 
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On August 26, 1863 Mrs Mary Jane Muirhead, 
of Osborne House, Geelong, died. . . but was it 
by natural causes, an accident, suicide, or 
something more sinister? An inquest was held 
at Geelong on Thursday, October 10, 1863 to 
interview witnesses and determine the truth.  

The account of the coroner’s inquest, not only 
provides a glimpse into the life of a well-to-do pastoralist’s life in the nineteenth 
century, but also an insight into medical terminology and the limitations of medical 
practice at the time. But first, a little background into the family: 

Robert Muirhead was born in Scotland and migrated to Tasmania in 1838. He    
later joined the influx to the Port Phillip District, and settled near Geelong,          
becoming a wealthy squatter. Meanwhile, Mary Adams came to Australia with her 
parents from Ireland. The two were eventually married at Geelong in 1846, when 
Robert was 32 and Mary 29 years of age. Farming life was good for the couple,  
becoming rich “off the sheep’s back.” By 1858 they were able to afford to build the 
magnificent Osborne House, on the shore of Corio Bay, in what was then rural 
North Geelong. It was then staffed with domestic servants to care for their needs. 

However, tragedy was soon to strike, in the form of the untimely death of Robert 
Muirhead on March 15, 1862. He was only 49 years old at the time. His death 
proved to be a great loss to Mary, who appeared to suffer deep depression until 
her own death the following year. 

The inquest then heard the following testimony: Four days before her death a   
servant was sent to find Doctor Foster Shaw, the family physician. When he        
arrived at Osborne House at about nine o’clock in the evening, he was met by a 
servant girl who informed him that her mistress had been unwell for some time and 
“was out of her mind.” Proceeding upstairs, he found Mary in a darkened room. 
She took no notice of him until he asked her what was the matter. She simply  
pointed to a glass tumbler on the table, containing some fluid holding a white    
substance in suspension. He tasted the fluid and found it to be sugar of lead (see 
box on next page: Sugar of Lead). Mary then admitted she had partaken of the  
poison as she had heard the doctor’s footsteps climbing the stairs. 

Dr Shaw immediately administered an emetic* and she appeared relieved,         
expressing sorrow over her efforts to poison herself. The next day she was much 
improved, showing no signs of metallic poisoning. However, the following day,  
August 25, Dr. Shaw was again called to the house and found Mary in a very       
excited state, showing signs of mania. He immediately sent for Dr. Charles Mackin 
to get a second opinion. When Dr. Mackin examined the patient he found her        

Osborne House at North Geelong— 
as it appeared in the 1890’s. 

*emetic: A substance which causes the patient to vomit. 
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labouring under the symptoms of “melancholy madness,”* but found no symptoms 
of lead poisoning. After consultation, the two doctors decided to administer Mary 
with morphia (morphine), to help her to sleep.  

On the morning of August 26, Dr. Shaw was again sent for, and found Mary        
unconscious and deteriorating quickly into a coma. She died about two hours after 
he arrived. Mary was only 47 years of age. Not observing any further symptoms of 
poisoning he declared Mary had died from “congestion of the brain and                
debility.” (See box on opposite page) Dr. Mackin agreed with the finding. 

Two surgeons, David Reid and E. J. Walshe, conducted the post mortem                
examination. They confirmed that there were no tell-tale signs of metallic poison-
ing. While the fatty condition of Mary’s heart would have tended to accelerate her 
demise, they were unable to tell from examination the actual cause of death. 

Having heard all the evidence, under the direction of coroner Mr. Candler, the jury 

Sugar of Lead 

Most commonly called Lead Acetate today. As the name      
suggests, Sugar of Lead is a sweet-tasting, but poisonous white 
chemical compound. It becomes soluble in water and           
glycerine. 

In history, Sugar of Lead was used as a sweetener. The ancient Romans had few sweeteners 
apart from honey. They would boil grape juice in lead pots to produce a sugar syrup called 
defrutum, which was used to sweeten wine and added to enhance the taste of preserved 
fruit. No doubt, the sweet taste came from Sugar of Lead leeching out of the lead pots and 
into the syrup. 

As you can imagine, until identified as a poison in the middle ages, many died from           
consuming the lead-laced products. Pope Clement II died in October 1047 from poisoning 
with Sugar of Lead. It is also believed that Ludwig van Beethoven may have died from     
drinking wine adulterated with the sweetener. Today, Sugar of Lead is easily detected with 
the aid of modern chemistry, putting an end to it’s illegal use as a sweetener. 

But why would an upper-class lady from the 1860’s have Sugar of Lead in her possession? 
Some used the chemical as a medicine, treating poison ivy stings, or soothing sore nipples 
for example. Others used it to make slow-burning matches to light candles. However, Sugar 
of Lead was most commonly used in cosmetics, applied to provide a pale complexion to the 
face, so fashionable for the times. It was also used in hair-colouring products, to get rid of 
those unsightly grey strands (and yes, it is still used in men’s hair colouring products today).  

*melancholy madness: Since mental illness was even less understood in the 19th century 
than what it is today, many religious people, including medical practitioners, linked a     
person with an unstable or irrational mind to one who had spiritual weakness, even demon 
possession. This medical/religious term was particularly applied those who engaged in      
self-harm or attempted suicide. 
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 found that the deceased had died from “congestion of the brain, from natural   
causes.” But did they get it right? A number of suspicious facts bring into question 
the accuracy of the coroner’s findings. 

Firstly, when Robert Muirhead died a year earlier, no cause of death was             
announced. If it had been by accident, or common disease, newspaper reports 
would have included such details, especially for a wealthy gentlemen like Mr.    
Muirhead. It would thus appear that his cause of death was being discreetly       
silenced. (This is still a common practice among the rich and famous today who 
bring shame upon their families and their own reputation if their embarrassing 
cause of death becomes common knowledge.) And now, only seventeen months 
later, Robert’s wife dies after appearing to have “gone mad!” 

Secondly, a common form of madness of the Muirhead’s generation came from 
syphilis. Victims of the disease who had developed “madness,” filled the Geelong 
jail at the time, since asylums for the mentally ill had not yet been built. It is        
possible that, sowing a few “wild oats” when younger may have brought the (then   
untreatable) disease into the marriage. The two had been married seventeen years, 
an average time for syphilis to attack the nervous system of a victim and induce 
wild behaviour. (see box: Congestion of the Brain for other possibilities.)  

Finally, while the sciences of pathology and forensics have forged ahead in leaps 
and bounds since the discovery of microbial life forms at the end of the nineteenth 
century, allowing for detailed examination to determine the cause of death today, 
doctors Shaw and Mackin had no such advantage in their time. 

Thus, after ruling out criminal, accidental or suicidal poisoning, under the            
circumstances doctor discretion required the more polite, and obscure finding as to 
the cause of death: congestion of the brain. 

Congestion of the Brain 

The term Congestion of the Brain, as used in nineteenth century 
medicine was a catch-all phrase to describe those who were 
suffering, or who had died as a result of mental instability,    
combined with erratic behaviour, depression and madness. But it 
had other definitions as well. 

Congestion of the Brain was also used to describe what we today call an ischemic stroke, 
since some brain bleeding can cause the frontal lobes of the brain to die, rather than the 
sides which would paralyse speech and movement. The frontal lobes control behaviour, 
moods, and cognition patterns. 

However, the term was most commonly used to describe the affects of trauma or          
infection swelling the brain (cerebral oedema). The ensuing build-up of pressure could cut 
off blood flow to parts of the brain, causing erratic behaviour, similar to that described 
above for Mrs Muirhead. 



296 

 

In 1851 gold was discovered at Ballarat. The ensuing ‘Gold Rush’ brought    
thousands of people flocking to Victoria, and the riches that poured out of 
Melbourne and Geelong not only brought dramatic improvements to the fledgling 
colony of Victoria, but also provided enticing opportunities for criminal minds, as 
was highlighted in the case of the Nelson Robbery. 

The barque Nelson left London, England in 1851, just before the gold discoveries 
in Victoria were announced. When it arrived at Melbourne on October 18, 1851 
and received news of the discovery at Ballarat, her crew promptly jumped ship 
and headed for the gold fields.* The captain of the Nelson, Walter Wright was left 
on board with only a handful of loyal crewmen. 

Eventually, the Nelson was towed to Geelong, where it was loaded with 
wool and gold, consigned by local merchants to be shipped back to   
England. The ship was then returned to Melbourne in late March 1852, 
where Captain Wright hoped to recruit enough sailors to sail the boat 
back to London– under the circumstances, a very difficult task indeed! 

During the night of Thursday, April 1, 1852, Captain Wright was staying 
in town, while first mate Henry Draper was left in charge of the boat 
with 7 others on board. At about 1:30am in the morning two row-boats       
containing about 20 armed men drew alongside, and held up the crew. 
Some of the robbers wore handkerchiefs over their faces, yet others 
were plainly visible to the crew, since the robbers had brought many 
lamps with them to see in the dark. While most of the crew had their 
hands tied and were placed under guard, Draper was ordered to show 
them where the gold had been stored. 

“We want the gold, and the bloody gold we’ll have, or we’ll blow your 
brains out!” Draper was told.  He took them to the lazarette (a storage 
space at the stern of the boat). After being poked with a sword, Draper 
went into the lazarette with two of the robbers and showed them the 
gold locker. With delight one of the men exclaimed “Oh, my God, here’s diggings! 
This is the best diggings I ever was at!” 

The robbers loaded 8,183 ounces of gold into their row boats. (Equal to 232kg: 
worth £30,000 then, but today worth about $14 million.#) During the hold-up a 
gun held by one of the robbers accidentally discharged, grazing Draper in the side. 

*In 1853, 350,000 ounces of gold worth $600 million in today’s money, was officially escorted off the 
Ballarat gold fields by soldiers, but probably a similar amount was also smuggled out illegally. 

# It appears the robbers had made a mistake attacking the Nelson, perhaps losing their sense of      
direction in the dark. Another ship anchored nearby had £50,000 worth of gold on board with only four 
crew minding it. 
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 Finally, the crew were locked inside the lazarette. After casting the Nelson’s small 
row-boat adrift, and throwing any muskets and other weapons overboard, they 
disappeared into the night. Fortunately, the cook on the Nelson had managed to 
evade capture, and quickly released the crew from their ‘prison.’  

By early morning the crew was able to alert the Melbourne police to the robbery, 
and a search was organised to find the culprits. Although the two row-boats used 
by the robbers were quickly located on the beach at Williamstown, the robbers 
had all disappeared. 

Aware of the need to locate the thieves before they dispersed throughout the 
colony or overseas, later that same day Governor-General Latrobe offered a    
reward of £250 for information that would lead to the capture and conviction of 

the robbers. The shipping agents for the Nelson, Messrs. Jackson, Rae & 
Co. added a further £250 to the reward offered. By the following day 
(Saturday) the first arrest was made when one of the robbers was      
positively identified as he boarded a vessel sailing for Sydney. 

A number of the robbers had also fled towards Geelong. When          
suspicion fell upon four travellers at the “Ocean Child” public house, 
described as being 3 miles from Geelong,* the police were alerted.     
According to The Argus newspaper on Wednesday, April 7, 1852, Chief 
Constable Carmen and Sergeant Grant made a gallant capture of all four 
men. In their possession were two drafts on the Bank of Sydney for 
£500,  £83 2s. 9d. in cash, and a nugget of gold along with various  
weapons. They were handcuffed and taken back to the police station. A 
fifth man, known to be associated with the four alleged robbers was 
later arrested as he tried to flee on horseback. 

Eventually nine men were arrested and charged with the robbery,    
mainly ex-convicts. The court trials for the men were held in Melbourne 
as well as at Geelong. At the Geelong trial, held on Monday, June 28, 
1852, three of the accused were brought before Judge Redmond Barry. 
In those days justice was meted out swiftly. By evening on that same day 

two of the men were acquitted for lack of evidence. The third, Stephen Fox, was 
found guilty and sentenced to 15 years hard labour on a road-gang, the first three 
years to be spent in irons. Four other men were found guilty in Melbourne and 
received similar sentences. Very little of the gold was ever recovered. 

From that time onward, gold transportation was accompanied by very high      
security until safely deposited in the bank, either at Geelong, Melbourne, or    
overseas in London. 

* Today the address is 300 Melbourne Road, North Geelong, located on the corner of Separation Street 
just beside the railway line. 
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Many will recall that fateful day—February 7, 2009, Black Saturday, when      
bushfires claimed 173 lives and destroyed 2029 homes, making it the most deadly 
fire in Australia’s history. It was also Victoria’s hottest day, with the temperature 
at Geelong reaching 47.4oC. Thirty-one years ago, on February 16, 1983, the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires killed 75 and destroyed 3,700 buildings. And old-timers will 
remember Black Friday on January 13, 1939 when 71 people perished. 

However, for sheer size, the Black Thursday bushfires on February 6, 1851 were 
the largest ever experienced, with over a quarter of the colony of Victoria       
completely destroyed—approximately 5 million hectares. This is over 2½ times 
more land destroyed than the next biggest bushfire– on Black Friday 1939, and 
nearly 12 times bigger than the Black Saturday fires. 

The year 1850 had been one of exceptional heat and drought. By lunchtime on 
February 6, 1851, Melbourne residents were claiming that the temperature had 
reached 47.2oC.* The first fire was reported in the Plenty Ranges, in what is now 
the northern suburbs of Melbourne. Embers blown away from camp fires lit by 
bushmen and bullock drivers started most fires, while a few started from      
smouldering tree stumps that had initially burned in fires days or weeks earlier. 

Within the early afternoon hours the sky all over Victoria was turned into a      
broiling black mass of smoke with streaking embers. Worst hit areas included the 
hills to the north of Melbourne, Dandenong, Gippsland, the Wimmera District, 
and Portland. However, the greatest toll of destruction arguably occurred in the 
districts around Geelong. 

At Geelong the mail coach had started to Melbourne, but near Cowie's Creek the 
driver found that neither he nor his horses could continue in the face of the 
scorching wind and flying embers which threatened destruction to the mail. He 
prudently turned his back to the fiery, blinding blast, and returned to Geelong. 
Meanwhile the farmland around Geelong burned. Farm houses, fences, crops, 
orchards, gardens, haystacks, bridges, and wool-sheds, were all swept away by 
the rush of flames, which left behind them nothing but  charred heaps of ruins.  

Painting of Black Thursday by William Strutt. 1864 

* The claimed temperature of 47.2oC (117oF) cannot be verified. Thus the official Melbourne 
record stands at 46.4oC (115.5oF) recorded on Black Saturday, February 7, 2009. 
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At Corio, the pastures were destroyed in a flash as the fires raced through. Farm 
sheds and houses were all incinerated. The only things left standing were the   
chimneys, as memorials to suggest where the fires should have been. A Mrs   
Murphy, along with her two children were typical of many who were obliged to 
flee. So close were the flames upon her that her hut was ablaze before she left it.   
Taking refuge in the Moorabool River the three stood, with difficulty breathing in 
the suffocating atmosphere, while listening with terror to the roar of the           
elements and the cries of the disoriented and burning animals. 

Jumping the Moorabool, the fires burned everything across the Barrabool Hills, 
leaving behind hundreds of dead animal carcasses. Terrified horses in the district 
fared better. Forming one giant mob they jumped the fences and most outran the 
flames to reach safety. While no-one lost their life, few houses was spared. From 
Teesdale to Waurn Ponds the devastation was complete. Even the brass fittings 
melted off the cooking implements. 

On the Bellarine Peninsula spot fires 
started by flying embers ran out of 
control. At Queenscliff, four of the 
stores at the Pilot Station were   
destroyed. Farmers found refuge by 
shepherding their families into the 
ocean until the fires roared past. The 
Otway Ranges were unable to avoid 
the conflagration either. Although 
not as populated at the districts 
around Geelong, vast areas of bush 
were soon devoid of life. Even ships 
out at sea in Bass Strait were not spared– being showered by smoke, dust and 
fiery embers which had to be doused with water, lest the ships catch fire.      
Northern Tasmania was blanketed with an eerie smoky fog that smelled of death. 

Late in the evening a strong sea-breeze began to blow, driving back the heavy pall 
of smoke that only deepened the darkness of the night. The final Victoria-wide 
death toll was at least 12 human lives, one million sheep and thousands of cattle. 

The initial response to the calamity was a public meeting held on February 11, 
1851 at Geelong. The community came together to discuss relief efforts for those 
affected, especially for citizens who lost everything. Homes were opened up to 
provide shelter to those who lost their homes. To assist the poor, many even   
cancelled outstanding debts. Australia’s heritage of coming to the aid of the 
afflicted in times of calamity was born. 

As another dry summer comes upon us, let us hope we never again have to      
experience the disaster of these furnace-like bushfires. Unfortunately, history 
suggests it is only a matter of time before it happens again. 

Desperate families, livestock and wildlife  seek shelter in 
the river on this engraving of Black Thursday. 

State Library of Victoria 
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Geelong’s Worst Fire 

“One of the most disastrous visitations by fire ever experienced 

in Geelong was that of yesterday afternoon, when Singapore 

terrace, the greatest ornament of the Esplanade over-looking 

the eastern beach, was burnt to the ground, together with the 

adjoining cottage at the  corner of Swanston Street... Not fewer 

than seventy of our townsfolk, all in a respectable sphere of life, 

were thus rendered homeless... 

The saddest sight of all was the throng of bewildered and       

terrified ladies and children rushing from the houses. Here one 

anxiously striving to save some prized article of furniture, yet 

appalled at the magnitude of the danger that threatened her. 

There another manifesting her joy that in having her little ones 

scatheless she had saved her all. There were a few exceptional 

cases, where we observed tender women working like coal-

heavers, and carrying loads that under other circumstances 

they would not have attempted to move... 

The supply of water by the carriers was by no means adequate 

to the requirements of the occasion; and never did we feel more 

keenly the want of an adequate provision for Geelong in the    

all-important item of water... 

Scarce a vestige of the     

terrace stands, where so 

recently all was so full of 

life; even the very fowl-

houses, every out-office, and 

the fences have been 

burned or pulled down. 

Here and there a desolate 

fire-place and chimney-

hearth may have been; but 

the walls have completely 

disappeared.” 

(The Geelong Advertiser: 

Monday, March 10, 1862) 

Despite their best efforts, Geelong Volunteer Fire 
Brigade could not put out the fire on Singapore 
Terrace, hampered by lack of water. The only 

supply available was from the water tank set up 
in the Market Square. 
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While much has been written about the prosperity 
brought to Geelong by the gold rush at Ballarat, not all 
were benefitted by the sudden influx of wealth. By the   
mid-1850s, as Geelong’s population climbed toward   
20,000, the town was experiencing a growing number of 
impoverished women, along with their children. Many 
once devoted husbands and fathers had caught ‘gold     
fever’ and abandoned their families, heading to the gold 
fields at Ballarat, Bendigo, and as far away as New Zealand. 
How could this group of disadvantaged families be cared 
for? Enter the Geelong Bible Women’s Agency (GBWA). 

In the 1850-60s period little government aid was provided 
for the poor. But since the church groups thrived, they were among the first to 
provide much needed community care. Made up of high-principled Christian 
women volunteers, mainly from among the various Protestant churches, the  
GBWA was formed to provide basic food, clothing, education, as well a spiritual 
support to the needy. Let us consider some of their most note-worthy deeds. 

Ragged Schools 

Before the Victorian Education Act was passed in 1872 to establish “free,           
compulsory and secular” education, schooling was generally provided by church 
groups who taught a mix of religion and general knowledge. Such schools were of 
a high standard, but fees were expensive and only the richer sort could afford to 
send their children to schools like Geelong Grammar School (1855), Sacred Heart 
College (1860) or Geelong College (1861). (Not so different today is it?) 

The Geelong community made efforts to bridge the gap between the less wealthy 
and a good education, with the establishment of the Matthew Flinders School 
(1858). But schooling for children was optional, and still too expensive for the very 
poor. Enter the Ragged School. 

As early as the late 1840s the Geelong community had noted the successful 
setting up of Ragged Schools in England, to be attended by the poor. By 1854 
these Ragged Schools, so called because the children generally attended dressed 
in rags, had started operating in Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart. Geelong was 
slower to follow the lead of these other towns, perhaps due to the fact that a 
number of the church-run schools were undergoing severe financial strain     
themselves. However, the work of setting up Ragged Schools was finally started 
once the GBWA became established in 1864. 

In that year, the first Ragged School in Geelong was located at 25 Corio Street, 

A school mistress conducts  
class at a Ragged School– as 
can be experienced today at        

Ballarat’s Sovereign Hill. 
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between Yarra and Bellerine Streets. Two 
years later 63 children were in attendance. 
Although the clothes they wore were      
simple, special attention was given to good 
hygiene. Days commenced with prayer, and 
perhaps the singing of a hymn. In addition 
to learning reading, writing and maths, the 
girls learned sewing, making shirts for the 
boys and pinafores for themselves. They 
also learned patchwork quilting, with the      
finished products taken home to their 
mothers to supply much-needed bedding in 
winter time. Bright & Hitchcocks, the biggest store in town donated cloth to the 
school for the girls to use. Other institutions donated copy-books, slates, and   
other school materials. And GBWA volunteers visited the school to provide       
religious instruction to the class. 

Of the 63 young students, 25 of them ate their dinner at the school, ensuring they 
got at least one meal each day.* Donations of dripping (melted-down animal fat), 
treacle, jam and bread were gratefully received from donors to make this           
possible. All of this work, including the instruction provided by the schoolteacher, 
Mrs Hutton, was only possible because of the tireless efforts of the Geelong Bible 
Women’s Agency. The success of the first school led to the formation of a second 
Ragged School in O’Connell Street at Ashby (Geelong West) in 1866, which was 
soon boasting 37 children in attendance. 

The Victorian Education Act of 1872 introduced the establishment of State 
Schools, and by 1875 the two Ragged Schools were no longer needed. However, 

nearly 40 years later in 1913, it was noted that many young children 
were still falling through the cracks in the education system, and a 
Geelong Ragged School was being considered once again. However, 
there is no record of one actually being established at this time. 

The Female Refuge 

While the tummies and education of poor children were cared for, 
the mothers of the children were not neglected either. The GBWA 
volunteers made regular home visits to provide material assistance 
to these destitute families. Spiritual guidance and warm Christian 
fellowship were also offered to the women. However, over time it 
was observed that even more help was needed. 

* A similar program is still run by many Primary Schools in Geelong even 
today, providing a nutritious breakfast, lunch or afternoon snack to        
children in need. 

A typical Ragged School—although being very poor 
boys and girls still get a basic education. 

Mrs. Mary Kernot—
Prominent GBWA 
member, and wife 
of Geelong mayor, 

Charles Kernot 
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To provide accommodation to homeless women, in 1868 a Female Refuge Centre 
was set up. The building, costing £185, and funded entirely on donations raised by 
the GBWA, was soon occupied by 7 inmates. A matron who was “excellently well 
fitted for the position” was appointed, ensuring that all the needs of the women 
were met, and that the women conducted themselves “very satisfactorily.” 

Each year an annual dinner and meeting of the Geelong Bible Women’s Agency 
was held at the Geelong Mechanic’s Institute in Little Malop Street (now the GPAC 
theatre complex), with upward of 500 persons in attendance. In addition to being 
an important fund-raising event for the Agency, the accompanying speeches    
provided an insight into what motivated the group to give so much to others. 

First and foremost, the women gave glory to God for blessing their work. Then, 
they went on to emphasize the importance of their door-to-door work. They had 
found it the most effective way to take the gospel to the people of Geelong, help 
those in material need, and provide ongoing comfort and support to them.* The 
sick had been regularly visited and cheered by the reading of spiritual works, and 
the poor and aged were sought out and encouraged. It was noted that the     
township of Geelong, while still in its infancy, had not developed the level of    
immorality and poverty observed in older 
cities, and it was the resolve of the GBWA to 
ensure that it never did! 

Fund-raising efforts for GBWA projects    
included applying for Government grants, 
selling items of hand-sewn clothing and 
bedding, as well as washing clothes and 
performing other housework. 

In 1893 the name of the Geelong Bible 
Women’s Agency was changed to the      
Geelong Town Mission. While still primarily 
a women’s group, it gratefully acknowl-
edged the support of many of the menfolk 
around Geelong, assisting them with their 
endeavours. After Geelong was proclaimed 
a city in 1910, the name was changed once more to the Geelong City Mission, and 
was noted as still going strong, with other community and church groups looking 
to imitate the worthy efforts of these noble women. For over 120 years these 
dedicated Christian women supported the poor and disadvantaged in our city—an 
excellent example of finding joy in doing things to help the less fortunate. 

At the Mechanic’s Institute (now GPAC) in 1907, 
women show off their needlework, much of it 

to the aid of the needy around the town. 

* This was over 55 years earlier than Jehovah’s Witnesses, who organized their door-to-
door visitation work in Australia in the 1920s. 

Geelong Heritage Centre photo 
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It has been said that “Australia was built on the 
sheep’s back,” a well-deserved tribute to the sheep 
industry in this country. And from the very early days of European settlement, the 
farming community around Geelong has played a pivotal role in making that    
happen. However, the life of an early sheep farmer was not always easy, as the 
following case from 150 years ago suggests: 

On October 6, 1864 Mr. J. S. Buckland appeared before the Geelong Police Court 
charged with keeping 382 scabby sheep on his property without a licence. The     
scab inspector, Mr. Peevor had visited Buckland’s farm at Batesford on                 
September 22, 1864 and counted 682 sheep on the property. When asked to show 
his licence for these sheep, Mr. Buckland could only produce a valid certificate made 
out on May 4, 1864 for 300 sheep. 

Mr. Peevor then provided a written licence to Mr. Buckland for the remaining 382 
scabby sheep, but then 4 days later, issued him with a summons for not having 
them licenced earlier. Mr. Buckland now contended before the Court that the       
remaining sheep were mostly lambs under 6 months old, and thus exempt from 
needing a scab licence. 

Hang on a second! Let’s wind the story forward to the 21st Century. You are   
probably now wondering what this story is all about. What are scabby sheep? 
Why did farmers need a licence to keep them? And what was a “scab inspector?” 
Perhaps before we continue the court case, we should provide you, the reader, 
with some background information: 

Scabby Sheep: Sheep scab is caused by the mite Psoroptes. The    
female mite lays between 40 - 90 eggs in her lifetime of about 30 
days. Scab mites live and feed on the surface of the sheep’s skin. 
The mites prick the skin with their mouth parts and feed off the 
lymph and tissue-fluids which flow from the pricks. The lymph and 
fluids mix with the dead tissue, dust and dirt, secretions of the 
mites, strands of wool and oil. When this dries it results in the   
characteristic scabby patches in the sheep’s fleece. 

Highly contagious, sheep scab is transmitted by direct contact when sheep are 
gathered together, such as when yarded, during sales, or by contact with          
infested scab material on fence posts. A single female Psoroptes mite on a single 
sheep could end up devastating an entire flock of sheep. In the 1840-1860 period 
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infection rates of sheep throughout the southern Australia area averaged        
between 10-15%, but were as high as 60% in some regions. 

Obtaining a Scab Licence: Destruction of infected sheep was very costly to the 
farmer, who could lose his entire livelihood if required to destroy his flock. As a 
consequence, as early as 1852 The Scab in Sheep Act was passed in Victoria, 
which allowed a farmer to keep his scabby flock under strict quarantine condi-
tions while he tried to disinfect them. Any infected flocks (even if only one animal 
in the flock was infected) were not allowed to be transported or moved on public 
roads or land. It was illegal to purchase sheep from an infected flock. 

A Scab Licence cost 3d. (3c) per sheep for the first six months. If a second          
inspection at that time revealed that at least one of the sheep was still infected, 
the entire flock could receive a renewed licence at a cost of 6d. (6c) per sheep. 
Further licences could be obtained at 3d. per sheep. However, if four or more 
other farmers living within 10km of the infected property demanded the flock’s 
destruction, the licence could be revoked and the flock destroyed. Even after   
receiving a clean bill of health, a treated flock could not be sold or moved off the 
farmer’s property for the next 4 months. 

Scab Inspectors: The Scab in Sheep Act was updated in 1855, and again in 1862, 
when provision was made for government inspectors to visit sheep farmers to 
ensure they were properly licenced and were in fact isolating their flocks and 
treating them correctly. Paid £300 per year, they had authority to issue licences 
as well as summons notices to those farmers who did not comply with the Act. 

Treating Scabby Sheep: Rubbing a solution of quicksilver (mercury) and turpentine 
into the fleece was recommended in the very early days. However, by the         
mid-1850’s tobacco wash was accepted as the most effective treatment. Ten 
pounds (4.5kg) of tobacco dust was boiled in 15 gallons (58 litres) of water. Small 
amount of spirits of tar and turpentine were added, before being vigorously 
rubbed into the sheep’s fleece. This very labour intensive treatment was         
eventually replaced with sheep dips, when the entire sheep was placed in a bath 
of the medicated solution. It cost about £6 ($12) per 100 sheep to treat a flock—a 
very expensive exercise for most farmers. 

Well, with that background information, how did Mr. Buckland’s court case turn 
out? After deliberating for nearly a week, the panel of three judges could not     
accept that Mr. Buckland’s flock had increased by nearly 400 lambs in just over 4 
months. He was found guilty of not complying with the Scab in Sheep Act and fined 
an additional £57 6s. ($114.60), the equivalent of 3s. (30c) per un-licenced sheep. 

End Note: By 1896 scabby sheep were eradicated from Australia and New Zealand, 
and the problem has never recurred. But the infection remains a scourge in many 
other countries, including England, to this day. 
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GEELONG Vs. THE COW 
The following ridiculous sketch is from the Geelong Advertiser and was 
retold in The South Australian on Wednesday 6th April 1864: 

“It appears that a fine fat heifer* had taken some objection to go to the     
shambles^ to be killed legitimately, and cantered off, on her way to the 
slaughterhouse, to the railway terminus, where she first cleared the 
platform, and then the offices of visitors, the latter being rather           
intimidated by her style of salutation, and the official not understanding 
her demand for a ticket. 

Finding that she met with no sympathy within the station, she trotted off 
to the paddock or green adjoining it,# where a matronly-looking old dame 
of the same species as herself was quietly browsing, and during her 
attempts to engage the old lady cow in a tête à tête, some evil-disposed 
urchins raised the cry of “mad bull,” so dreaded in crowded streets of the 
larger towns at home. 

The cry quickly spread, until about half the cabs in town with some  
twenty or thirty horsemen and about 500 people gathered around the 
fence to see the freaks of the poor frightened brute. Among the                      
distinguished persons present were two sergeants of police, a detective, 
the town inspector, armed with a rifle, the inspector of weights and 
measures, who tried to subdue the unruly brute by shaking a piece of 
paper at it with some intricate arithmetical calculations of his own upon 
it—five or six constables, one volunteer in uniform and one not, but the 
former having a rifle with bayonet attached, and the latter a rifle        
without a bayonet. 

There were also congregated around the fence sundry butchers with 
cleavers, knives and steels, and a host of other persons, with axes, sticks, 
and tomahawks, all ready to deal a “fatal” blow as soon as the cow was 
killed. 

The poor brute had begun by this time to get partially infuriated, and 
shook her head menacingly at every place where she saw anybody       

*Heifer—young cow, especially one that has not yet given birth to a calf. 

^Shambles—The original meaning of the word being: an abattoir or meat market. 
#The Railway Reserve—The area between Latrobe Terrace and Mercer Street. 
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running, and it was deemed that it would be for the public safety to 
shoot her. Waiting an opportunity, the volunteer not in uniform made a 
good shot, brought her on her knees, and she rolled over on her side. The 
other volunteer in uniform now cleared the fence with his bayonet fixed, 
to administer the last rites of the bovine creed to poor Crummy; but 
some drunken fool ran up with him, and laid hold of the supposed dying 
beast by the hind foot. 

This insult she could not brook, so jumping on her pins before the       
volunteer in uniform could administer his fifteen inches of cold steel, she 
made them both beat a speedy retreat. True to his cloth, however, the 
volunteer in uniform did not quit the field of battle, but took up a        
position behind a tree and most bravely awaited the approach of the   
enemy. 

The first shot, it now appeared had knocked out the cow’s near eye; and 
the volunteer in uniform, keeping the tree well between him and his 
game, she could not see him distinctly and the consequence was that the 
order to prepare to receive quadrupeds* did not need to be put in force. 
Being without any ammunition, and the cow declining to charge, he left 
the position he had taken up, and retired among the crowd. 

A second shot was dropped into the cow behind the shoulder, but        
rather too high up to cause her to come down by the run, although she 
soon began to sicken, and finally lay down to die, when a third shot, and 
some strokes of an axe, coupled with piercing the spinal cord, and cutting 
her throat, ended the poor creature’s existence. 

 We are informed that 
before she got into 
the railway reserve 
she had charged one 
or two persons, one 
of whom, a female, 
had a narrow escape,  
having left a piece of 
her dress on the 
horns of the animal.” 

*Quadrupeds—four-footed animals.  
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In 1854 the Victorian Government approved plans to build a railway connecting 
the town of Geelong with the gold fields at Ballarat. While a direct line between 
Melbourne and Ballarat was more desirable, rough terrain made it a lengthy and 
difficult proposition, compared with the relatively gentle landscape between   
Geelong and Ballarat. Although easier, it would still include what was considered 
the greatest engineering feat in the Southern Hemisphere up to that time—the      
Railway Viaduct Bridge near Batesford on the outskirts of Geelong. 

The contract for construction of the railway was eventually given to Evans, Merry 
& Co, who tendered a figure of £1,310,797.* The company planned to use the 
bluestone found at Lethbridge as its main construction material for all bridges, 
culverts, stations, and support buildings. Massive stone-crushing machines, driven 
by steam engines were imported from England and installed at the quarry to       
provide all the ballast stone which supported the rails. The company also          
advertised extensively throughout Australia and England, seeking skilled masons, 

stone-cutters, quarrymen, as well as labourers. 
When work started on the railway on July 3, 1858 
many of the early workers were convicts. 

Hundreds of workers were soon sweating through 
their days labour at the quarry to the sounds of   
anvils, hammers, the letting off of steam, and the           
occasional blasting at the quarry face. Using only 
what we today would consider to be primitive tools, 
master craftsman cut, chiselled and honed some of 
the most exquisite work out of the very hard stones. 
But not all was well among the workers. 

While the highly-skilled stonemasons had formed their own sort of union, and 
were earning 16 shillings ($1.60) per day for only 8 hours work, the other workers  
earned between 7s. 6d.—15s. (75c—$1.50) for a 10 hour work day, depending on 
how hard they worked. The masons got paid every fortnight, while everybody else 
got paid once a month. And then things got even worse for the employees, when 
Evans, Merry & Co established a ‘truck system’ in conjunction with local trader, 
W.H. Dyson. [See box “What is a Truck System? on the opposite page.] 

With hundreds of failed gold miners seeking employment, Evans, Merry & Co 
could hire and fire unskilled or less-skilled employees at will. Thus, the ‘truck   
system’ was ruthlessly enforced. If any workers were found not to be purchasing 
from Dyson’s they were ‘encouraged’ to support the system. For example, at the 

* Today, equivalent to approximately $60 million. The project was eventually completed for 
only £1,044,000, £267,000 less than the estimated cost 5 years earlier. 

Lethbridge Railway Station, a beautiful 
example of the fine stonework crafted 

by the early tradesmen. 
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end of the work day each worker had his stones inspected and measured. The 
Measuring Clerk would ask the men if they purchased items from Dyson’s store. If 
they answered in the negative the work presented usually failed to pass the 
Clerk’s measuring ruler, meaning they would not be paid. However, a visit to   
Dyson’s store to purchase a few items always seemed to remedy this anomaly.  

In addition, most workers were paid, not as individuals, but as work gangs. On pay 
day at the end of the month the gang received a lump sum for all work completed 
by the gang, less Dyson’s share. They then had to calculate within the gang how 
much each had spent at Dyson’s, who had worked the hardest, and thus, how 
much each got paid out of the gang’s total wages. Cries for workers to be paid as 
individuals rather than part of a work gang were snubbed by the bosses. 

On another occasion, one worker had money deducted from his wages for goods 
allegedly obtained at Dyson’s store, but he had not purchased anything there for 
the previous month. He went to the store to check the records but was refused 

What is a Truck System? 
A ‘truck system’ is an arrangement in which employees are paid in commodities or 
some currency substitute (such as vouchers or token coins) rather than with standard 
money. The word truck came into the English language within this context, from the 

French troquer, meaning to "exchange" or "barter." The practice limits 
the ability of employees to choose how to spend their earnings—
generally to the benefit of the employer. 

For example, at Lethbridge between 1858-60 the company building the 
railway, Evans, Merry & Co, struck a deal with store-owner, W. H. Dyson 
to provide foodstuffs and other goods to all workers at the quarry.   
Prices in the store were set artificially high, and provided kickbacks to 
the company. Other merchants were discouraged from operating near            
Lethbridge, allowing Dyson to monopolise all trade. 

When a new employee started work at the quarry his name and      
number was given to Dyson. The worker could then ‘purchase’ anything 
he liked from the store, and the amount was deducted from his wages 

when he was paid at the end of the month, with Dyson being paid the balance. Dyson 
was permitted to examine the timesheets for any worker to ensure that he had wages 
owing to him of a higher amount than what he sought credit for in the store. 

Anyone who refused to buy from Dyson’s shop or complained about the ‘truck       
system’ was sacked.  

The practice of having a ‘truck system’ was widely criticized as exploitative because 
there was no competition to lower prices. Having little or no other opportunities to 
find employment workers easily became so indebted to their employers that they 
were unable to leave the system legally. 

Legislation to curtail the practice was eventually introduced by the government. 

Railway construction 
company director, 

G.S. Evans 
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permission to examine them, the store clerk 
claiming he was too busy with other customers. 
When the worker became agitated the clerk 
told him to calm down, reimbursed him in full 
for the disputed amount and asked him to leave 
the store. It appears he was sacked soon after. 

Matters came to a head on Saturday, August 
13, 1859 when a meeting was held by the   
workers to discuss their grievances. Fear of   
dismissal from their jobs meant that only    
about 100 of the 1,500 workers turned up, but         
the meeting unanimously voted to write to the  
government about the ‘trucking system,’ in the hope that government               
officials would remedy the situation. Others resolved to communicate with local          
newspapers, to inform the general public of their plight. 

The 8 directors of Evans, Merry & Co responded with severity. A witch-hunt was 
established to track down which worker had written a letter to the Geelong      
Advertiser (which had then syndicated the story throughout Australia). The Works             
Superintendent, Mr. Collins, was sent to interview one particular worker, Benin 
Shipman, who denied any knowledge of the published letter. His appeals were 
ignored and he was sacked on the spot. For the next 6 months Shipman             
continuously applied to be reinstated in his job to no avail. 

However, while a glut of ready labourers and lax employment laws seemed to    
favour Evans, Merry & Co, the tide of public opinion started to turn against them. 
Having a disgruntled workforce led to lower than expected production, and the 
government pressured the company to speed up the work. A number of sacked 
workers also took legal action to recover disputed wages, and  
Evans, Merry & Co found themselves repeatedly having to attend 
court to answer charges of failing to pay legitimate wages. 

Finally, in February 1860 the 2 company principles, G.S. Evans and 
W.R. Merry resigned and walked away from the railway contract. 
For the sake of peace, and to speed up completion of the Geelong-
Ballarat railway the government decided not to prosecute, but 
awarded the ongoing contract to William Williams and William 
Little. The new managers soon quashed the hated truck system. 

With full production now back on track, the railway was completed 
and opened on April 10, 1862. A number of bluestone stations, 
railway bridges, and of course, the magnificent Railway Viaduct 
near Batesford still stand as testament today to the skills of the 
Lethbridge quarrymen from 150 years ago. 

The Lethbridge Pump House stands in the 
picnic grounds beside the reservoir. Used to 
pump water to the Railway Station, it is now 
a relic of days when trains were required to 
replenish their boilers to generate steam. 

William Williams took 
over the railway contract 
from Evans, Merry & Co 

and terminated the truck 
system at Lethbridge. 



311 

 

 

Month after month, the miserable Geelong man languished in jail. He repeatedly 
sent letters to the only man who could free him, without reply. This sad scene was 
the end result of one of the most shocking scandals to rock the town of  Geelong. 
It happened 150 years ago. At stake—the reputation of the town’s most trusted 
servant, William Wiere, the town clerk for the previous 13 years.* 

In early January 1863, Samuel Atkinson, a ginger-beer vendor who lived in Ashby 
(Geelong West) started to spread malicious rumours around town about Wiere. 
They related to a business deal that took place between the two men 7 years   
earlier, in September, 1855. At that time Wiere and he were good friends, but 
Wiere owed money to Atkinson. The Geelong town council had just advertised by 
tender the position of Hay Market Superintendent (see box on next page).       
Atkinson won the bid; but now, 7 years later, the two men had fallen out, and 
Atkinson claimed he was determined to bring to light the circumstances            
surrounding his winning bid and in the process, destroy Wiere’s career. Thus, his 
story went something like this: 

“William Wiere invited me to his Nicholas Parade home in Chilwell (now Nicholas 
Street, Newtown). He took me into a bedroom, along with a jug of hot water and 
a knife. He proceeded to steam open the envelopes containing the other tender 
bids, and examine the figures. Some of the envelopes were sealed with wax, so he 
heated the knife and slid it under the wax to open them. Upon determining the 
highest tender bid, Wiere suggested a slightly higher bid that I should submit to 
council. Subsequently, my tender bid was successful.” 

If Atkinson’s claim was true, Wiere was guilty of a shocking abuse of power, and 
would have to be sacked by the council. The claims spread like wild-fire across the 
town, dividing many friends. Town councillor William Bell and Alderman Upston 

took Atkinson’s side and help fuel the dissent 
against the town clerk. Others, including       
Councillor Alexander Thomson were outraged 
by the unfounded gossip. Finally, the town 
council decided to meet on the evening of     
January 19, 1863 to decide what to do. About 
400 people, described as the most respectable 

*The town clerk was a local government position 
similar to that of Chief Executive Officer today. While 
elected aldermen and councillors may have been in 
the public limelight, it was the town clerk who  saw to 
the day-to-day running of the town. He exercised 
great powers over everyday citizens and was        
entrusted with the town’s finances. 

Councillor William Bell 
One of the main      

supporters of           
Atkinson’s claims. 

Councillor  Alexander 
Thomson 

Loyal supporter of 
Wiere. 
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 portion of the public—mostly merchants, shopkeepers, and 
tradesmen—with the majority of them supporting William 
Wiere, packed the Town Hall to observe the proceedings. 

The next day newspapers described the meeting as 
“disgraceful.” Atkinson’s supporters, Bell, Upston and Sidders 
aggressively attacked Wiere, and demanded action against the 
town clerk. Wiere’s supporters on the council, initially described 
as being cowards, eventually rose to his defence. Meanwhile the 
crowd in the hall hooted, booed and jeered. The Mayor, Edward 
Knight, was bombarded with demands from both sides of      
council, as well as the crowd. His feeble attempts to maintain 
order were drowned out by his fellow councillors and the growing anger of the 
crowd. His instruction to get the police to clear the hall was ignored, and          

eventually the council agreed to 
adjourn until the following day. 
When the crowd still refused to 
leave the gas lights were turned 
off, but quickly turned back on 
when the danger of crowd crush 
became apparent. The crowd then 
dispersed, yelling and jeering, 
unsatisfied with the result. 

The next day, Samuel Atkinson 
tabled an affidavit with the     
Council, describing his version of 
the facts. William Wiere was then 
invited to respond within 7 days. 
He declined, stating that he was 
prepared to answer the accusa-
tion immediately by saying that it 
was false, and he would now 
settle the matter with Samuel 
Atkinson in the Supreme Court. 
The matter was then adjourned. 

However, over the next few 
months, while waiting for the   
Supreme Court to hear the charge 
of slander against Atkinson, the 
Geelong Council was again        
embroiled in the affair. At its 

Geelong’s Hay Market 
Before the invention of the motor car, Geelong’s 
townsfolk kept horses for transportation, either to 
ride or pull various types of carriages. Larger 
homes in town had stables built behind the family 
house, with back lane-ways providing access to the 
street.  Bullock teams used for the transportation 
of goods also needed to be fed. 

To provide feed for the animals (as well as bedding 
material for the poorer citizens of the town) a hay 
market was established by the local Council      
between Myers Street and Little Myers Street, next 
to what is now the St Mary of the Angels Catholic 
Basilica. (The Catholic Church now owns the site.) 
The Council called for tenders to run the market, 
with the highest bidder getting a permit for one 
year. The successful bidder would earn his income 
by placing a levee on all hay sold at the market. He 
was also responsible for keeping the grounds in 
good order. 

By 1855 between 15-32 tons (tonnes) of hay was 
sold through the market each day, with most of 
the hay coming from the Barrabool Hills to the 
west of Geelong. The best hay sold for £26 per ton, 
with inferior hay selling for £23-24 per ton, or £3-4 
for a cart-load. 

Mayor Edward Knight 
Described as weak and 
easily manipulated by 

other councillors. 
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meeting in February the council agreed that 
Wiere could keep the tender documents in 
questions to be able to form his own case 
against Atkinson. Wiere was concerned that if 
Atkinson got hold of the documents they 
would be destroyed, removing any proof 
Wiere had of libel. 

By May 12, 1863 Atkinson’s defence team had put pressure on their council    
supporters to overturn this ruling, in an attempt to get their hands on the        
documents. At a sensational council meeting held that day, Alderman Upston, 
along with Councillors Bell, Siddle and Lowe demanded that Wiere hand them 
over. The town clerk in vain appealed to the mayor to see justice done to him. 
Several members of the council who were Wiere’s supporters vainly cried out 
“shame,” “disgrace,” “infamous,” to no avail. The mayor backed down and       
allowed Atkinson’s supporters to examine the documents. After making their own 
copies of the figures on the documents they then publically gloated over their 
victory in what the eyewitness journalists described as a “disgusting exhibition.” A 
further victory was won by Atkinson’s defence team the following month when 
the town council voted 8 to 7 in favour of having Wiere hand over all the original 
documents. However, the tables of justice were about to turn. . . 

On Wednesday, July 29, 1863 the case came to the Supreme Court before Justice 
Williams and a jury of four. Wiere claimed damages for libel against Atkinson for 
the amount of £1,000, which included his legal costs. After the evidence was 
heard, the jury, “without much hesitation,” found in favour of Wiere, but imposed 
damages of £100 upon Atkinson, only a fraction of Wiere’s original claim.        
However, Atkinson could not even pay this amount, so he was apprehended by 
the court and jailed until he could raise the money.  

The next 4 months saw Atkinson incarcerated in jail, unable to raise the money, 
and pleading with Wiere to release him from the debt. Finally, on December 4, 
1863 Wiere agreed to let Atkinson free, on the condition that he pay the £100 
damages in four instalments of £25 over the next 12 months, in addition to      
making a very public apology. In part Atkinson wrote: “I humbly crave that you 
will, on the receipt of this my humble apology, release me from prison by          
relinquishing your claim to damages and costs awarded by the Court. I likewise 
promise never to repeat these injurious statements, or in any way, by act or deed, 
give annoyance to you or to your family. (signed) Samuel Atkinson.” 

Atkinson’s suffering did not stop there. Six months later, on June 27, 1864 he was 
declared bankrupt at the Insolvent Court. A sad tale of friends falling out, revenge, 
gossip, slander, abuse of power, and shocking behaviour by Geelong’s citizens and 
officials had finally come to an end. 

Geelong Town Hall– as it existed in 1863 
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The Date:   Tuesday, October 8, 1889 

The Time:   01:30 am 

Location:    Geelong Gaol. Corner of Swanston Street and Myers Street, Geelong. 

The Preparations:   By 1888 both prisoners were in Pentridge Gaol in Melbourne 
serving 14 year sentences—Farrell for the attempted murder of a police       
officer during his arrest at Fitzroy in 1887. Clark was now 59, and Farrell 63. Both 
prisoners then convinced authorities that they were frail enough to warrant     
transferring them to Geelong Gaol, which at that time was being used as a        
hospital facility for aged and infirm prisoners. Once there, the pair appeared to 
behave in an exemplary fashion for some months with Clark working in the    
blacksmith's shop. Neither man attracted any untoward attention. During this 
time, Clark successfully obtained a copy of the jail skeleton key. 

The Break Out:   In the early hours of the morning, with only two warders on duty 
and only one of those on watch, Clark called out to Warder Cain that he needed a 
drink of water. Cain brought the requested water and passed it to Clark through 

The Two Felons 

Frederick Clark: Born in 1829. Transported to Tasmania as a convict in 1847, aged 18. 
Known as a sneak-thief, burglar and receiver of stolen goods. During his lifetime Clark 
amassed sentences equating to 85 years and 7 months and spent more than half his life in 
gaol. When inside, he was generally a model prisoner.  

Christopher Farrell: Born in 1825. Farrell was also transported to Tasmania, arriving in 1848. 
By 1851 he was in Victoria and had turned bushranger. The gang he was in held up several 
mail coaches. Of the 48 years he spent in New South Wales and Victoria, he was at liberty 
only for about two years in total. More than half of the years he spent in custody were 
served in irons.  
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the flap in the door to cell 13. As he did so, he was grabbed 
from behind by Farrell who had been released by Clark from 
his cell - number 7 - which stood almost directly across the 
hall. While threatening to kill Cain if he made any noise, they 
took the warder to the cook's room where they left him 
gagged and bound to a bed, awaiting discovery by his    
sleeping workmate two and a half hours later. With the   
warder out of the way, the pair headed for a section of the 
prison where repairs were being made. There they climbed 
an unfinished wall and made their escape. 

On The Run:   Although their escape from the gaol had been 
planned in detail, neither seemed too sure of what to do 
next. Realising that every road out of town was being closely 
watched they travelled by night and hid during daylight. Not 
having been free in the town for the last 36 years, Farrell 
later stated he struggled to gain his bearings, but they   
eventually found the Barwon River and followed it’s bank. 
Heading westward, they came to the junction of the 
Moorabool River, where  they decided to head for Ballarat, a 

town they both knew well, and which, at the time was crowded with people,   
including friends who they hoped would help them complete their escape. 

Meanwhile, the search for the pair continued unsuccessfully throughout the    
rest of the week, despite reported sightings. Information concerning a pair of 
travellers at Meredith on October 13 proved false when the suspicious looking 
men reported to police were found to be a pair of Indian hawkers. 

The two escapees gradually made their way to Buninyong, near Ballarat, when 
they had a falling out over the fact that Farrell refused to exchange his prison 
clothing for less incriminating civilian attire. Understandably, he did not have a 
change of clothes available and was reluctant to draw attention to their         
whereabouts by stealing some as suggested by Clark. Separating, Farrell walked 
on to Lake Wendouree to look for his old mates, while Clark travelled to Ballarat 
township. There he was given food by an ex-prison mate who worked in a bakery, 
before heading north-west out of town. 

Farrell meanwhile, discovered that Ballarat had changed a lot since he had been 
there 12 years earlier. Unable to find his mates, he decided to head to the New 
South Wales border. Unfortunately for him, his sense of direction failed, and he 
found himself heading back to Geelong. In soaking rain, and unable to find food, 
he returned hungry to Lake Wendouree. 

Their Recapture:   After being on the run for eight days, two young men spotted 
Farrell and became suspicious. He had found an old overcoat but was still wearing 

The door to cell 13. With the 
flap over the trapdoor left 

down by Warder Cain when he 
went to get water for the 

prisoner, it was easy for Clark 
to reach through with his key 

and unlock his own door. 
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his prison uniform underneath. The men quickly informed Police Constable     
Muldarry who approached Farrell and questioned him as to his identity. Farrell 
gave a false name, denied being one of the escaped prisoners and refused to  
accompany the constable to station, at which point he produced a knife stolen 
from the gaol. Muldarry was wounded in the ensuing struggle, but with the help 
of the two informants was able to subdue Farrell who at the time stated: "I wish I 
had done for you, and then I would be hung, and then it would be all over; I am 
tired of my life." He was taken back into custody where he was given his first meal 
in four days, interviewed, and then returned to Geelong by train. 

Clark remained on the run for a further two days. He had travelled some 20km or 
so north-west of Ballarat and had holed up in an unoccupied hut near Mount  
Bolton. Like Farrell, he was spotted by a pair of boys who quickly informed 

Mounted Constable Tobin, hoping to receive the posted 
reward for his recapture. 

Under cover of darkness, Tobin forced his way through the 
locked front door of the hut. Seeing Clark lying on the bed, 
he quickly attempted to restrain him. This resulted in a 
struggle during which Clark tried desperately to reach the 
mantelpiece where he had placed a second knife from the 
gaol. Tobin eventually prevailed, handcuffed Clark and 
escorted him back to Ballarat. 

Once restrained, Clark initially denied he was the escaped 
prisoner from Geelong but was forced to admit his identity 
when Tobin pointed out his significant tattoos. He too was 
taken back to Geelong. Subsequently, both men received 
an extra two years on their sentences as a reward for their 
efforts. 

The Fall-out:   An inquiry into the prison escape was held on 
October 31, 1889 which saw the governor of the gaol  
reprimanded and the warders on duty demoted—this 
despite Farrell's saying that Warder Cain had fought like a 
lion and should not be punished for his failure to prevent 
their escape.  

A number of prisoners at the Geelong Gaol were           
subsequently transferred back to Pentridge Prison in   
Melbourne until repairs to the outer walls, and an upgrade 
to the security bars on each cell door were completed. 
The most exciting event in Geelong in 1889 had come to 
an end, and the town then returned to normal. 

Uniform worn by  prisoners 
during the 1880s in Victoria. 

Note the arrow symbol on the 
right thigh and the letters P & 

D on the left thigh. Farrell’s 
uniform led to his recapture. 
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Snow Falls at Geelong 
Although many inhabitants of Geelong have never experienced or seen snowfall 
in this area, heavy snow has on occasions fallen in Geelong and on the city’s     
surrounding hills. 

Reports show that in September 1849 several inches of snow fell in Geelong, the 
white blanket lasting for several hours.  In 1870, and again in 1872 local residents 
awoke to witness the whole of the flat land in nearby localities such as               
Bannockburn and Duck Ponds (Lara) covered in a white carpet, whilst the higher 
regions, the You Yang’s, the Anakie’s and even Bell Post Hill were capped with 
lasting snow. Again in 1882 and 1900 falls were recorded.  

In 1905 light snow fell, and when the train from Ballarat arrived, with carriages 
covered with snow, a snowball fight among excited youngsters at the Geelong 
Railway Station was fought. In 1909 more snow fell, and in 1929 heavy snow, 
lasting a number of hours on the ground was seen across the city, with the You 
Yangs remaining covered in snow all day. 

While snow falls in Geelong on average once every 20 years, the most recent 
snowfall was back on July 25, 1986. The event caused havoc on Geelong roads, 
with 9 traffic accidents alone being reported on Melbourne Road, near Little    
River. 

Geelong– Football in 1860 

Saturday, September 1. 

“The football match to-day is being played 

with much spirit, in a paddock off the     

Western-road, near the Argyle Hotel*. The 

Melbourne club won the toss, and selected 

the east or weather end of the paddock, and 

as there was a pretty stiff breeze from the 

eastward, the advantage the Melbourne 

club gained was very material - equal, I 

should say, to a majority of five men.” 

(The Argus, Monday 3 September, 1860 p.5) 

Postscript: This game consisted of 25 men 

on each side. After 3 hours of play the game 

finished in a scoreless draw. The game was 

noted for its aggression. 

* Today: In Aberdeen St, between Pakington Street and 
Latrobe Terrace. 

Tom Wills– credited with   
organising the first game of 
Australian Rules Football 2 

years earlier in 1858. 
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Excitement was brewing as a large crowd packed 
out the Newtown and Chilwell Council Chambers. It 
was August 11, 1862, and the talk around town was 
that gold had been found in the neighbourhood. 
Could they soon be experiencing a gold rush like the 
one at Ballarat? Many well-known and respected 
members of the community were present, and the 
restless audience was keen to get involved. 

One by one speakers got up to address the crowd. Yes, specks of gold had been 
found. Local resident, Mr G. V. Levien, had found gold in a quartz reef running 
from Captain Huddart’s property, across the back of grocer, William Blair’s house, 
and down to the river. (See map on next page) Fossickers down in the gully below 
Mercer’s Hill (in Noble St, near Pakington St) had found gold flecks the size of pin 
heads. The crowd was invited to visit the office of the Geelong Advertiser to     
inspect the collected samples. Other speakers told anecdotal stories of knowing 
someone who showed him gold specimens dug up on Mercer’s Hill (top of Noble 
St) or on Chilwell Flat (Kardinia Park). Mr Lowe then told of a shaft he dug in his 
own backyard, striking gold-bearing quartz at 30 feet (10m). 

‘Expert’ miners were then called on to give their opinion. One proclaimed that the 
quartz reef on Mercer’s Hill was an outcrop which would lead to the main body 
and “the mother-lode,” while others described the area as being “of very      
promising character.” John Gatliff claimed that the south side of Mercer’s Hill   
perfectly resembled Canadian Gully at Ballarat, where a 130 ounce (3.68kg)      
nugget had been recently found! 

With their expectations more than satisfied, a motion was put to those in     
attendance to form the Newtown and Chilwell Gold and Coal Prospecting and 
Mining Company. Two thousand shares, each worth £1 each were offered to 

Chilwell in 1866 – taken looking south-east down from Newtown Hill. 

E. de Balk photo 

Chilwell Flat– known as Kardinia Park today. 
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those who wanted to become part 
of the project. A steering           
committee was selected and the 
meeting concluded with 150 
shares immediately purchased by 
the crowd who paid 4s. deposit for 
each share. 

A week later, at a second meeting 
it was announced that 800 shares 
had now been bought. Mr Selwyn, 
the government geologist, was less 

optimistic about gold being found, but felt strongly that coal was in the area. Two 
of the wiser heads in attendance proposed a resolution be made to have the area       
professionally surveyed for the most likely spot to start digging, but their motion 
was rejected by the rest, who were keen to get started without delay.  

Two weeks later coach-builder, Mr Middleton found a sizable chunk of gold-laden 
quartz in his garden in Austin St, between Pakington St and Latrobe Terrace. A 
number of mining shafts were quickly started, while boring equipment was 
brought in to track the quartz reef underground and search for coal seams. But 
how would this new mining venture, within the suburbs of the Geelong township 
turn out? Simply put– a total failure! 

A number of shafts were sunk between Newtown, Mercer’s Hill and Chilwell Flat. 
All proved unprofitable, although specks of gold continued to appear. Within a 
few months the search for gold was abandoned, while drilling for coal continued. 
By the following January drilling had gone down to 300 feet (90m) searching for 
coal, but apart from the odd thin layer, little was found. Two months later, the 
company had gone past 700 feet (210m) at a cost of £500 and was about to     
suspend drilling when Mr Selwyn, the government geologist, offered to give the               
company a further £600 to move to a site he thought was more promising,        
over near Queens Bridge to the 
west. By September 1863 that 
too proved to be a failure.       
While the Newtown and Chilwell 
Gold and Coal Prospecting and 
Mining Company struggled on 
unsuccessfully for another year, 
it eventually ran out of money 
and closed… but the desire to 
find gold within the suburbs of       
Geelong was still alive and well! 

William Blair’s house at 143 Noble Street. A quartz reef 
with gold flecks ran along the back of his house. 

Painting by Eugene von Guerard of Mr Levien’s Hut on 
the Barwon River (1860). Mr Levien was one of the first 

in the area to find traces of gold, as well as coal. 
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In April 1865 another venture was started after an old miner wrote to the          
Geelong Advertiser, claiming that the initial search for gold on top of Mercer’s Hill 
had given up too quickly, and that a rich quartz reef was to be found flowing     
underground from the top of the hill, not southwest toward the river, but toward 
the southeast, under Chilwell Flat (Kardinia Park). In his ‘experienced opinion’ the 
quartz reef under Chilwell was identical with those of the richest reefs at Steiglitz, 
42km north of Geelong. 

The imaginations of the local citizens were again ignited, and on May 15, 1865 the 
Advance Geelong Gold Mining Company was formed at a meeting held at the    
Cremorne Hotel in Pakington St, offering 20,000 shares at £5 each to investors. 
Following the advice published in the Geelong Advertiser the previous month, the 
company targeted Chilwell Flat, but the venture proved only a brief one. 

Six weeks later, at the end of June 1865, the directors of the company announced 
that they had already drilled to a depth of 109 feet (33m) and the samples 
brought up were “very satisfactory.” However, 2 weeks later operations had to be 
suspended when a very hard object was struck, breaking components on the    
drilling rig. After another 2 months of inactivity the Advance Geelong Gold Mining      
Company collapsed and the drilling rig and other equipment were sold off to pay 
creditors. But while this second mining company had also faltered, the itch for 
gold kept the hardiest believers scratching the soil around Chilwell. 

More mining shafts continued to be sunk on Mercer’s Hill, following the quartz 
lead toward Chilwell Flat. Disputes between miners surfaced, and so a meeting 
between miners was convened on December 26, 1866 at the Star Hotel in Myers 

Captain Huddart’s Property 

Cremorne Hotel 

William Blair’s house 

Mercer’s 
Hill 

Queen’s Bridge 

Chilwell Flat 
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St, to see if they could combine their resources. At that meeting a Mr Browne 
submitted a gold nugget weighing a quarter of an ounce (7 grams) and a smaller 
one weighing 2 dwts (3 grams) which he had found near the Cremorne Hotel. 
Further samples were shown, dug from the same location only 4 feet (1.2m) from 
the surface of the ground, that produced an average ¼ dwt to the tin dish.* The 
group chose to investigate further the possibility of extending their tunnel on   
toward Chilwell Flat, and hopefully, the main quartz-bearing gold reef. 

History shows that the group failed to get 
properly organised, and eventually most lost 
interest in the project. But as some became 
disheartened, others took up the task of    
trying to find gold under Geelong’s streets 
and properties. 

Eleven years later, the Geelong Advertiser 
once more reported a serious attempt to   
discover gold under Chilwell. By August 22, 
1878 the Chilwell Gold Mining Company had 
dug six shafts on Mercer’s Hill, with a number 
of horizontal drives stretching out under the 
suburb. The shafts were driven to a depth of 

between 20—120 feet (6—36m), with the deeper shafts having to have water 
pumped out of them. At various levels encouraging seams of quartz appeared, 
with gold specks able to be washed out of it. This gave hope that it was only a 
matter time before the main lode was found. 

This new company again offered 2,000 shares at £1 each to raise funds to         
continue their digging. However, by this time most of the public had become    
disillusioned with the various mining promises, and only 300 of the shares were 
taken up. Undeterred, the company continued to dig, sinking a further £150 loan 
from the government into the shafts. It was money that was never recovered, and 
the following August (1879) saw the suspension of all mining activity. 

While no further organised attempts were made to mine for gold under Chilwell, 
the lure of the yellow metal remains strong to this day. Could the much sought 
after mother lode still be there, undetected by nineteenth century mining       
techniques? When the subject comes up in conversation, those with steadier 
heads smile slightly, and remind their listeners that the only thing of real value to 
come out of Chilwell Flat (Kardinia Park) are the 9 VFL/AFL premierships won by 
the Geelong Football Club! 

The Cremorne Hotel, on the corner of 
Pakington St and Russell St in Chilwell—

the main meeting location of the Advance     
Geelong Gold Mining Company in 1865. 

* ¼ dwt = 0.38 grams. Although a tiny weight, with gold at today’s price of $1,200 an 
ounce, this amounts to about $16 worth of gold with each panning. 
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In 1876 Charles Andrews was visiting friends at Werribee, 
when his host apologised for not being able to serve him 
any roasted or baked meals, nor cakes. The family had 
ordered a cooking stove from England, but the ship    
bringing it to Australia had been delayed, presumably by 
heavy weather. 

Being a very practical man, Andrews set about helping 
them resolve the matter. Going outside, he found an old, 
large drum (similar to we call an oil drum today). Placing 
the drum over the open fireplace, he proceeded to conduct a few experiments. 
After ascertaining that the heat inside the drum was sufficient for baking            
purposes, he informed his host the “oven” was ready for use. 

When Andrews had immigrated from England as a child in 1848, there were only 
1,307 people in Geelong, occupying 257 homes. As he entered adulthood, he 
worked as a bricklayer and range setter (working with artillery). However while 
establishing his own home, along with wife Elizabeth, he noticed that out of    
necessity, most household goods had to be imported to Australia. Now in 1876,  
some 28 years after arriving in the country, local industries had become           
established and, as a result, were capable of providing for their own needs. But 
the cooking stove was one household item that had fallen through the cracks—
and he was now determined to do something about it. 

Returning to his home in Geelong a few days after his crude invention at         
Werribee, Andrews spent a number of weeks drawing plans, experimenting, and 
talking to metal-working tradesmen. The end result was, in the following year 
(1877) he patented the first Australian-designed cooking stove, calling it the  Non-
pareil. The popularity of his new stove went beyond his wildest expectations! 

Charles Andrews did not possess the     
manufacturing capability to mass-produce 
his invention. Rather, while he focussed on 
design and sales, he contracted the work of 
making the units to local industries. The 
top, front, and firebox parts were made of 
cast-iron at Evans “Eagle” Foundry, in      
Cavendish Street (where Winter & Taylor is 
today, on the corner of Mercer Street). The 
finished castings were then carted around 
to Backwell & Sons in Aberdeen Street, 
where sheet-metal parts were added, and 

Advertisement in the Advocate 
(Bernie, Tasmania) for Andrews 

Stoves in 1936. 

This Andrews Stove, no longer in use, is locat-
ed in the kitchen of the old Terminus Hotel in 

Mercer Street, Geelong. 
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the stoves assembled. 

The Geelong-made stoves were either free-standing, or could be built into a    
fireplace. The unit included a built-in flue, greatly simplifying the installation of 
the unit. So popular were the stoves, which were available in sizes from 2 feet to 
12 feet wide (60cm to 360cm), they were installed throughout Australia, and even     
exported to South Africa, China, and the Pacific Islands. The cost of each unit 
started at £10 each. 

Charles Andrews’ patent for the stoves expired in the 1890s and other             
manufacturers started copying and even improving on Charles Andrews’ designs. 
One of the companies to set up in opposition to Andrews was Backwell & Sons, 
who felt that they could make stoves for themselves rather than just for Andrews. 
Ebenezer Backwell changed his business name to Backwell IXL* (Backwell “I     
excel”) to compete with Andrews’ stove name Nonpareil (“without parallel”).    
Needless to say, Charles Andrews was furious, and relations between the two 
men remained strained to say the least, until Ebenezer died in 1902. 

Despite this setback, the Andrews company still prospered and moved from the 
Latrobe Terrace to new premises in Fenwick Street, where Charles Andrews    
continued to improve on his designs. Eventually, stoves incorporated water-
heating in addition to cooking, allowing the housewife to accomplish two tasks 
while only having to tend the one fire. While stoves were his mainstay, Charles 
also patented a tyring furnace, for heating iron tyres for fitting to cartwheels. 

After Charles' death in 1910 his sons, Arthur and Joseph Andrews took over the 
family business. The two men were known for their religious 
zeal and ‘abounded in character.’ The two established a    
foundry in Spring Street,^ Geelong West, where they             
continued making stoves in the family business. 

Eventually piped gas and electric cookers eliminated the time-
consuming task of lighting a fire and feeding wood into it 
throughout the day. Lacking the business structure and         
advertising skills of competitors Backwell IXL and Pivot, Andrews 
Stoves eventually went into decline and closed in 1955.         
However, their solid cookware can still be found in older homes, 
where it is prized by those who still prefer cooking by wood 
stove, while having their home heated at the same time. 

* Backwell IXL—still  in business today, located in South Geelong. 

^ The two men were members of the Christian Israelite Church, or Beardies, which also had 
its headquarters in Spring Street, Geelong West, no doubt generously funded by the       
Andrews Stove Company. See pages 70-71 for more details of this unusual group who were 
supporters of the British preacher, John Wroe. 

Arthur Andrews 
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The date was December 18, 
1879. With excitement and      
anticipation running high, the 
streets of Geelong were filled 
with pedestrians, dressed in their 
very best outfits, and all heading 
to Market Square. The Governor-
General, George Phipps, cleared 
his throat as he prepared to 
speak, while dignitaries and     
special guests fidgeted nervously 
in their seats. The Geelong     
Juvenile & Industrial Exhibition was about to begin! 

During the 19th century large-scale exhibitions proved very popular. While        
inventors and industrialists could advertise their wares in newspapers, it would 
still be many decades before they were able to demonstrate their goods to the 
public via TV or the internet. Thus, exhibitions provided excellent opportunities to      
display items for sale, and compete against rivals. Buyers could get just about 
anything for sale—from a new bed quilt, to a nice pot for that special plant, right 

through to an industrial steam engine, mining machinery 
and farming equipment. The events were also seen as great 
opportunities for youngsters, who entered the numerous 
competitions for such things as machine models               
constructed by teenagers, right down to the best             
embroidered cushions sewn by 8-year-olds. 

For a number of years the Geelong community had held 
smaller exhibitions at the Mechanics Institute on Ryrie 
Street, but after Ballarat and then Sandhurst (Bendigo) had 
hosted larger, highly successful exhibitions in 1878 and    
early 1879, envious Geelong citizens decided they should 
have their own.  

Arrangements for the Geelong Exhibition got underway in 
earnest in July 1879 when construction of a new 30,000 ft2 
(2,800 m2) Exhibition Hall was started. The new hall, located 
in the middle of Market Square, (about where the food 
court is today), proved too small for all those who applied 
for space during the exhibition, and had to be expanded 
with annex wings during construction. Final cost for        

The Geelong Exhibition Hall, constructed in Market Square 
between July-December 1879. The hall was later converted   
and renamed His Majesty’s Theatre. It was remodelled into        

a car showroom in 1934 and demolished in 1959. 

Geelong’s largest department 
store, Bright & Hitchcocks was 

one of the main beneficiaries of 
the exhibition. 
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Geelong’s newest civil amenity came in just under £3,900.* 

The finishing touches to the building were still being applied on the day of the 
opening ceremony. Large trees had been successfully transplanted around the                
construction on the site, and the entrances were asphalted for the comfort of 
patrons. Gas lighting at night was “equally and satisfactorily distributed        
throughout the space allotted for exhibits.” Geelong residents proudly boasted 
that their new hall was much bigger and better than those used at Ballarat and 
Sandhurst!  

The exhibition was slated to open during the summer of 
1879-80, taking advantage of the holiday season and 
warmer weather. Initially, the town council proposed a 
grand opening on Friday, December 19th, which would 
have made it possible for all the politicians to come 
down from Melbourne for the event. However, many of 
the prominent businessmen and shopkeepers in        
Geelong were Jewish, and commenced their weekly 
Sabbath on Friday at sundown, meaning they could not 
fully support the special day of activity. Thus, the    
opening ceremony was brought back a day to            
accommodate their religious beliefs. 

The town’s state schools were also keen to get involved 
and lobbied the council for a half-day holiday each   
fortnight for the duration of the 4-month-long event so that they could sing for 
the crowds in attendance. Approval was given. Geelong workers also sought a half
-day holiday to attend the opening ceremony and sing in the chorus. Sadly        
however, by the opening day the half-holiday had not been confirmed, and many 
volunteers hesitated to leave their place of employment, unsure if their jobs 
would still be there once they returned. 

Laws relating to the quarantining of imported farm produce, including animals 
and wines had recently been modified, allowing time for overseas farm produce 
and livestock to get to Geelong and be displayed in top condition. Special mention 
was made of 6 magnificent Booth’s breed bulls arriving for the event.^ 

Two Victorian Navy ships HMS Nelson and HMVS Cerberus were also invited to 
the exhibition. The HMS Nelson was 65 years old, a former first-class British      
warship. By 1879 she had been reduced to a naval training vessel, but still carried 
48 guns. Unfortunately, investigations concluded that she was too heavy to get 
through Corio Bay’s shallow channel, and had to remain in Melbourne. However, 

* Equivalent today to about $2.5 million. 
^ The breed is today called Shorthorn. 

George Phipps, the Marquess of 
Normanby and Governor-General 
of Victoria, opened the Geelong 
Juvenile & Industrial Exhibition. 
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the HMVS Cerberus was purpose-
built for the Victorian Navy in 1871 
and was the pride of the Victorian 
fleet. As she sailed into Geelong for 
the exhibition she had recently been 
refitted and boasted new electrical 
lights, the first time such an          
innovation was seen on an ocean-
going vessel in Victoria. 

By December 15, three days before 
the grand opening, over 3,000 exhibits had already been received. As the building 
filled, wooden screens were carried around the complex to prevent bystanders 
getting a sneak-peak at the exhibits being set up. The last of the exhibits were not 
received until 5am on the opening day! 

The grand opening ceremony of the exhibition was carefully planned. The         
Governor-General arrived by train at the then-new Geelong railway station at 
exactly 11am. After the official party toured the township of Geelong in specially 
adorned carriages, they returned to Market Square where the Geelong Artillery 
Corps formed a guard of honour. With much fanfare the exhibition was opened! 

The competitive side to the exhibition was of utmost importance to those who 
had erected displays. To win a gold medal against the international competition 
was a great selling point, promoted in all future advertising. Therefore, the prizes 
awarded reflected this esteem. Special gold, silver and bronze medals were cast 
as prizes, along with trophies and various certificates for merit and honours. 

The exhibition ended on April 30, 1880. The closing ceremony, considered even 
better than the opening ceremony, was attended by over 2,000 people packed 
into the hall. The whole event was lorded as a huge success for the town and all 
who participated in it. At 10:30pm the doors were closed, after the singing of the    
National Anthem (God Save the Queen). 

A Silver prize medal (shown full size) featuring the Geelong 
Shield on the front. It was awarded to a Mrs Flatow for 

her seaweed and seashells exhibit. 

Not all who attended the exhibition perhaps fully appreciated what they were looking at, as the Argus newspaper 
(December 20, 1879 p.9) relates: 

“Amongst the machinery in motion yesterday was a knitting apparatus, at which an             
operative was employed in making socks and stockings, to the astonishment of three rustic 
bushmen, who were evidently not accustomed to visit town very often. They wore turned-
down felt hats, partly covered by drooping fly-nets, in faded blue and yellow. They had there 
hands engaged in pressing down there pockets, so as to give their coats an undue stretching… 

They looked at the machine, the stockings, the workman, and occasionally at each other, and 
finally went off to cast critical eyes over something they better understood—stockwhips,     
saddles and top-boots.” 

Front Back 
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A newspaper clip from 150 years ago: 

“The annual meeting of the [Geelong 
Football Club] was held last evening 
at the Argyle Hotel. J. Middlemiss, 
Esq., occupied the chair, and nearly 
twenty members were present… 

It was decided that practice should be 
held on Tuesday, Thursday, and for 
general practice, Saturday, the same 
as heretofore. The secretary stated 

that he had received a letter from Melbourne stating that they would be happy to 
play Geelong for a ten guinea trophy, the same being the gift of the Geelong Club, 
who, as is well known, refused to receive ten guineas towards their expenses in 
going to Melbourne to play a grand match on the cricket ground, the match to 
take place on the Queen’s Birthday*... 

It was resolved that umpires be appointed in every 
match played. The opening match will be played 
on Saturday next, sides to be chosen on the 
ground, and the game to commence at two 
o’clock. The secretary was authorised to have the 
ground cleared of any rubbish^… 

It was decided 
that at every 
match the members representing the Geelong 
Club should appear in uniform—which is a    
scarlet shirt and red, white, and blue cap.  

After a vote of thanks to the chairman, the 
meeting terminated.” 

(Geelong Advertiser Wednesday May 3, 1865 p.2 ) 

* Queen Victoria’s birthday was celebrated with a public holiday each year on her real birth 
date—May 24th, regardless of which day of the week it fell. In 1865 her 46th birthday fell 
on a Wednesday. While Queen Elizabeth II was born on April 21, today her birthday is     
always celebrated in Australia on the 2nd Monday in June. 

^ The “ground” was simply the paddock behind the Argyle Hotel (now called Irish Murphy’s) 
on Aberdeen Street, between Latrobe Terrace and Pakington Street. 

A local Geelong football team c.1895  - a fearsome sight 
for all opposition teams, even with that ball which looks 

more like Mum’s plum pudding. 
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 was one of the longest 
serving steam vessels anywhere in the world. Built on the 
Clyde [Glasgow, Scotland] by Barclay, Curle & Co. in 1854 she 
was an iron hull, single screw steamer with three masts. 

In 1855 Edina was requisitioned by the Admiralty from her 
owners the Leith, Hull & Hamburg Steam Packet Co. to carry 
stores and horses to the Black Sea during the Crimean War. 
After being returned to her owners Edina traded around the 
UK and Mediterranean before being purchased and used as a 
blockade runner during the American Civil War carrying cotton 
from the Confederate states in 1861.  

Eventually the Edina arrived in Australia. The Melbourne Argus 
newspaper reported on Monday, March 9, 1863 p.4: 

“The screw steamer Edina arrived on Saturday last [March 7, 
1863], having made a voyage of 104 days from Leith 
[Edinburgh, Scotland], under canvas. She is a new vessel of 
about 300 tons, with ample accommodation for passengers.” 

She was purchased by Stephen Henty and used between     
Melbourne and ports in western Victoria. Later she plied trade 
across the Tasman to New Zealand. After a refit in 1870 she 

was used in the coastal trade 
along the Queensland coast for 
Howard Smith. 

On February 26th 1879 she was 
offered for sale in the Argus 
newspaper in Melbourne: 

“FOR SALE …EDINA, 377 tons 
register, 60 horse-power. This 
vessel is fast, and has large   
passenger accommodation. 
(The Edina) will be sold cheap, 
as the owners have no further 
use for (her).. WM. HOWARD 
SMITH,    Market-street.” 

No-one wanted her. 

After lying idle for over a year,    
Howard Smith decided to use 

Advertisement in The Argus, on April 28, 1880 announcing 

the start of a daily service between Geelong and Melbourne. 

Bollard of the Edina Captain 
on Cunningham Pier 
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her for daily trips between Melbourne and Geelong, 
trading as a cargo-passenger vessel. Each one-way 
trip took about 4 hours (via Portarlington). 

A further refit in 1917 altered her appearance with 
a new mast, funnel, bridge and promenade deck. 

Newspapers report a history of collisions with other 
boats on the busy Port Phillip Bay. The first report 
came in 1893, when Edina collided with SS Courier. 
And then the Edina had two narrow escapes from 
destruction in 1898 and 1899 when she collided with the steamers Manawatu 
and Excelsior respectively, both other ships being sunk. Another collision on July 
9, 1928 which sank the tug Hovell forced Edina onto a mud-bank on Port Phillip 
Bay. But after repairs she was put back into service once more. 

The Edina made her last voyage between 
Melbourne and Geelong on June 29, 1938. 
She was 84 years old. For the last 17 years of 
her life her captain was “Alf” Moxey. By 1938 
Edina had made over 20,000 Melbourne-
Geelong passages and carried about two   
million people on the service. 

Will we see a passenger boat service between 
Melbourne and Geelong ever again? 

SS Edina arriving at Geelong in 1937 

SS Edina- on her last voyage on June 29, 1938 

Sly Grog Shops 

“Some of the revenue officers have been paying Geelong a visit; and they have 

succeeded entrapping a number of the sly-grog sellers- if such a name can be 

applied to men who retail spirits and beer as openly as the publicans            

themselves do. 

Several of these worthies were fined 

before the bench yesterday in the usual 

penalty- £30, and costs. It is a pity we 

do not have a visit more frequently from 

these revenue officers, as the profit of a 

month or two’s illicit trade enables the 

unlicensed vendor to pay his fine, and 

leaves him at the same time a large 

profit.” 

(The Argus, Thursday October 18, 1860 p.5) 
Sly Grog Shanty 
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Back in the 1860s there was no Medicare, no Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 
and limited medical and hospital services. While the wealthy could purchase 
health care, the poor could not, and many died unable to pay for basic services. 

Out of concern for the poor around Geelong, a number of prominent citizens set 
up a free health service, based on the practise of homoeopathy (see opposite 
page). Major supporters included George Hitchcock (merchant and later Mayor of 
Geelong), as well as a number of clergymen from the major denominations.  

In September 1853 a dispensary for homoeopathic prescriptions was set up at 
217 Swanston St, down near the Barwon River. But more needed to be done. Ten 
years later, on October 5, 1863 Dr. P. Teague opened the Geelong Homoeopathic 
Dispensary opposite the Geelong Post Office in Ryrie St. Funded by charitable    
donations, during its first year 196 patients were treated for free, including over 
50 home visits. 

The following year, Dr Teague sold his   
medical practise to Dr. Sydney Robinson 
who, for the next 33 years spent at least 2 
days every week working for free, dispens-
ing prescriptions and visiting patients with 
homoeopathic cures, while sometimes 
simply handing out food to the starving. 

Obtaining funds to run the program of free 
treatment proved a constant headache for 
the committee at the clinic. In 1867 a     
deputation was sent to Melbourne to ask 
the Victorian Government to support the 
program, reassuring the ministers that they 
were not against traditional medicine,      
but simply provided an alternative. The          
government hesitated, but 18 months later 
gave a token £50 to the Dispensary. 

Most funds were raised within the churches of Geelong, with congregations     
encouraged and sometimes pressured to support the poor around town, even if 
they did not approve of homoeopathy themselves. For example, in 1882 the   
Catholic Church did not contribute and so was especially implored to pull its 
weight, for the sake of the poor. 

In his annual reports to the subscribers of the Dispensary, Dr. Robinson reported 
between 150—400 patients being treated each year. His statistics note that cure 

Dr. Sydney Rudge Robinson was Geelong’s main 
supporter of the Homoeopathic Dispensary.  
Shown here in his early eighties, Dr. Robinson 
became well-known in town, often seen perform-
ing his rounds to his patients on his tricycle. 
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rates were similar, if not better than those published by the Geelong Infirmary 
and Benevolent Society (Geelong Hospital). As a result, he continually pleaded 
with the public to approach homoeopathy with a more open mind. 

When Dr. Robinson died in 1898 at the age of 82, the Geelong Homoeopathic 
Dispensary died with him. 

What is Homoeopathy? 

Homoeopathy* (homeopathy) is a system of alternative medicine created in 1796 by       
German physician, Samuel Hahnemann. His medical practise is based on the theory that a 
substance that causes the symptoms of a disease in healthy people, will cure similar     
symptoms in sick people. Remedies are prepared by repeatedly diluting a chosen            
substance in alcohol or distilled water, before administering the solution to the patient. 

Homoeopathy achieved its greatest popularity during the 19th century, 
at a time when even mainstream medical practises were sometimes 
extremely dangerous. Statistics were often presented by proponents of 
homoeopathy claiming better recovery rates than that of hospitals and 
mainstream doctors. However, during the early 20th century a number 
of official reports failed to find a scientific basis for the practise. For   
example, the British House of Commons Science and Technology       
Committee stated: "In our view . . . homeopathic products perform no 
better than placebos.” 

But if there is no scientifically proven benefit from taking the              
homoeopath prescriptions, how were equivalent or better recovery 
rates possible among recipients of the practise? A number of reasons 
could have been behind this: 

 The placebo effect—A patient can convince himself that, since he has received medical 
treatment he must now be feeling better. 

 Better holistic care—Homoeopathy practitioners commonly spent more time with their 
patients than doctors, listening to their concerns and showing empathy. 

 Home visits—In the 19th century, one of the most dangerous places you could stay was 
in a hospital ward, where little understood infectious diseases spread rapidly from     
patient to patient. Homoeopathy was commonly practised with home visits. 

 Cessation of symptomatic mainstream medicine—When some patients turned to      
homoeopathy, they ceased taking their mainstream medication which perhaps had 
caused unpleasant side-effects. 

 

Despite the lack of scientific evidence, in recent times homoeopathic medicine is             
experiencing a comeback, and today can be readily accessed in Geelong by a number of 
Natural Therapy practitioners. 

Samuel Hahnemann 

*Jillong Pocket does not endorse or promote any form of medical treatment. Each person 
must decide for himself what medical treatment to pursue. 



332 

 

* Local Option—See pages 334-336 for more information on Geelong’s Liquor War and the 
Local Option vote. 

Built in 1854 for J. A. Russell, 
the Freemasons’ Hotel was 
one of 19 hotels quickly   
erected in Geelong to          
accommodate immigrants in 
the days of the Victorian      
gold rush. The hotel was       
de-licensed in 1888, a victim 
of the Local Option vote*,       
with owner James McGee 
receiving £750 compensation, 
and the tenant, Mrs Beattie, 
receiving £300. With no     
liquor license the business 
was then turned into lodging accommodation. Recently, the shop fronting Malop 
Street once more came up for lease. 

Today the building is known as Tirana Lodge, located past Westfield Shopping 
Centre, and opposite Officeworks at 163 Malop Street. The building is typical of 
colonial Regency architecture of the 1850's and is a conservative example of this 
style. As a result, few would give it consideration as they pass by today, but an 
interesting event occurred at the Freemasons’ Hotel 129  years ago. We’ll let the 
Geelong Advertiser (January 12, 1885 p.3) take up the story: 

 

“A man named John Jones, aged 50 years, met with a shocking death in Malop-
street shortly before three o’clock yesterday (Sunday) morning. At the hour named 
Constable [Crowther], who was on the beat in that thoroughfare found the man 
lying on his back on the pavement in front of the Freemasons’ Hotel, on the north 
side of the street, and nearly opposite the Salvation Army barracks. On examining 
the prostrate form of the man the constable found that it was lifeless... 

It was then found that the back of the man’s head was completely smashed, and 
that blood was flowing freely from the wound... There were no signs of a struggle 
on the pavement, and whatever caused the injury to the head appears to have 
occasioned instantaneous death... 

At eleven o’clock on Saturday night he retired to his bedroom on the third landing 
of the hotel, the room being an attic one 30ft above the level of the footpath, the 
window of which overlooks the street and is in the form of a folding door. The 
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landlady asserts that the deceased went to his room quite sober and no disturbing 
sounds were heard during the night... 

From the appearance of the room it is surmised that the deceased must have got 
out of bed, and walked in his sleep through the folding window, and thus fell to the 
footpath below, for there is no verandah in front of the hotel. The body was found 
on the footpath, a few feet from the front of the hotel, and in a line with the      
upstairs bedroom window… 

It was asserted yesterday afternoon that twelve months [ago] the deceased paid a 
visit to Geelong and stopped at another hotel, where he was noted for walking 
about in his sleep and terrifying the inmates of the hotel… 

On searching his room at the Freemasons’ Hotel yesterday morning the police 
found the deceased’s silver watch, but no money, whilst in the room they found 
the deceased’s return ticket by coach from Streatham to Scarsdale, from which 
place the train runs to Ballarat.” 

The inquest held into his death on the following Monday by    
Coroner, Mr. Heron, revealed more clues to the puzzle. When 
John Jones first arrived at the Freemasons’ Hotel on Thursday, 
January 8, 1885 he was drunk. The next day (Friday) he had     
purchased over £5 worth of clothes from Mr Morris Jacobs, the 
draper. He paid for them using a £17 cheque drawn against his 
employer Mr McPherson at Streatham, his wages for working 
there as a gardener. Later that evening he complained to the 
landlady, Mrs Elizabeth Morgan, that he had been robbed of the 
rest of his money, along with his pipe, by three men. He promised to contact a 
friend back in Streatham the next day to send money to him to pay his hotel bill. 

Jones’ final day (Saturday), he appeared sober when he bid Mrs Morgan         
goodnight. However, a closer inspection of his room after his death revealed that, 
around 3am in the morning, he had dressed, rolled back the carpet on the floor, 
and then climbed onto the table to exit from the window. Mr. Heron noted that 
this was very unusual behaviour for a person if preparing for suicide. An autopsy 
conducted by Dr Walshe concluded that the Welshman had died from “injury to 
the system,” caused by having the back of his scalp crushed after it hit the      
pavement. 

Without any eye witnesses to substantiate the state of mind of Mr Jones, the   
coroner had no choice but to find that he had died after falling 30 feet (10m) from 
the third-floor window of the Freemasons’ Hotel, but could not conclusively     
determine whether it was suicide or an accidental death after sleep-walking. 

Could the man have plummeted to his death while still asleep? Stranger things 
have happened! 



334 

 

 

The battle lines were drawn. Both sides had recruited heavily. Carefully prepared         
propaganda campaigns tugged at the minds and loyalties of local citizens. Emotions 
were running high. It all came to a head in Geelong on Monday, March 26, 1888 when 
Geelong’s registered voters went to the polling booths to decide on Local Option. Who 
was going to win the battle over drinking alcohol in Geelong? 

Why was this war fought? Who was on each 
side? The fallout from these events 124 years ago 
is still being felt in Geelong. If the battle was 
fought again today which side would you favour? 

Since the area around Geelong began to be    
settled in the early 1830’s, drunkenness was a 
common problem. Before long, expensive hotels, 
corner pubs, and sleazy ‘sly grog shops’ catered 
for every man’s desire for liquor, despite the   
best efforts of authorities to regulate them.    
Police were kept busy dealing with the crimes 
and domestic disputes that arose due to           
over-consumption, primarily by men. 

On the other hand, many of those who had made the long journey from Europe to 
settle in Australia were hard-working and 
devoutly religious people. Before long, 
churches sprang up beside the pubs through-
out Geelong, and church leaders took a stand 
against the “evils of liquor.” Temperance   
Societies* were soon established in all the 
colonies, but it was the battle for Geelong 
that was to eventually make national head-
lines, as the confrontation reached its climax. 

In 1858 the Geelong Temperance Hall was 
built in Little Malop Street (GPAC is on the  
site today). Financed by the Geelong Total 
Abstinence Society and sponsored by various 
Protestant groups, including Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalists,    
Quakers and others, the hall was used for 
meetings and lectures promoting abstinence 
from alcohol, as well as for general public 

*Temperance Societies were groups formed (usually church-based) to promote the  reduced 
use of alcoholic beverages. They criticized excessive alcohol use, promoted moderation or 
complete abstinence, and pressured the government to ban (called prohibition) or at least 
limit alcohol consumption. 

What Was “Local Option?” 
In 1853 British Temperance Movements 
devised a policy that would allow all the 
ratepayers within a particular Shire or 
Municipality to eradicate licensed   
premises (hotels) from their area by 
means of majority vote. By 1859 the idea 
had became popular within Australian 
Temperance Societies as well. 
Colony governments were pressured to 
legislate for Local Option. Finally, in 1885 
the Victorian Licensing Act gave local 
residents the right to reduce the number 
of hotels in a town or suburb to one for 
every 500 inhabitants. One third of all 
electors had to agree for the vote to be 
passed. 

A poster promoting the Local Option policy. 
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entertainment. Elaborate processions, with supporters carrying banners were           
organised in the main streets of Geelong, with music blaring from the accompanying 
band to catch the attention of shoppers and town workers.  

Perhaps their greatest victory was won at Ocean Grove, with the town covenant    
including the statute that "no part of the ... Land shall be used for the Manufacture or 
Sale of Malted Spirituous, or Vinous Liquors.” To this day no hotel is located within the 
town boundaries; the Collendina Hotel being located just outside the boundary on the 
east side of Bonnyvale Road. Yet, despite the Temperance Movement’s best efforts, 
demands for complete abstinence from alcohol met with little success. Back in       
Geelong, the hotel business was thriving with new pubs opening up everywhere. 

Out of desperation, some church groups tried to use the bible to claim that drinking 
alcohol was forbidden by God. Those members of the churches who drank alcohol in 
moderation were pressured to become abstainers in support of those who lacked 
restraint. Under influence from groups like the Woman’s Christian Temperance     
Union, many signed written oaths vowing never to drink alcohol again. However,   
others were not happy. Printed copies of the bible were becoming more readily       
available to the common people who could read it for themselves. Although             
forbidding drunkenness, drinking alcohol (wine) in moderation was very popular 
amongst bible characters, the bible even describing wine being given by God as a gift 
to man to make him happy. (Psalm  104:15) 

Eventually, most churches (but not all) in Geelong conceded that total abstinence was 
not achievable, so they focussed their efforts to lobbying Government officials to  
legalise Local Option. (see box:  What Was “Local Option” on the previous page.) 

However, local publicans were not going to idly stand by and allow “fanatical religious           
movements” to destroy their businesses. They argued persuasively that drunken   
behaviour was not going to change with a smaller number of hotels in Geelong. They 
pointed to the large number of people who would lose their livelihoods if hotels were 
forcibly shut down. Instead, they promoted social welfare schemes, designed to    
educate people about the dangers of over-drinking, as well as educating hotel owners 
to  encourage responsible drinking within their respective establishments. Largely due 

Richard Heales (1821-64) was one of the early noted             
supporters of the Local Option policy. Although he served as 
Victorian Premier for 12 months in 1860-1 it was as president 
of the  Melbourne Total Abstinence Society that he was best 
remembered. 
It was Heales who combined the efforts of Temperance        
Societies throughout Australia, naming them the Temperance 
League. He then led the political fight to make Local Option law. 
Sadly, he died a decade before his goals started to become   
reality, beginning in Queensland in 1874. 
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to the popularity of alcoholic drinks, hotel owners throughout      
Victoria had many supporters. What would happen when the  Local 
Option was finally put before voters? 

Five Victorian suburbs and towns were initially targeted for Local 
Option votes—Williamstown, Port Melbourne, Warrnambool,   
Kyneton, and Geelong. In 1887 polls were held, first in                  
Williamstown, then Port Melbourne, with both polls being          
defeated. Warrnambool held it’s poll on March 21, 1888 and was 
lost by 48 votes. The next day Kyneton was also defeated, this time 
by 145 votes. The Temperance Societies were furious. The Catholic 
and Anglican Churches were blamed for not giving enough support 
to the cause. In communities throughout Victoria, where loyalties 

were often founded on religious affiliation, tensions remained high. After 4 defeats, 
what would happen at Geelong the following week? 

On Monday, March 26, 1888, after vigorous         
campaigning by both sides, Geelong ratepayers 
went to the poll on the Local Option issue. At the 
time there were about 19,000 residents in Geelong, 
and 56 hotels. According to the Victorian Licensing 
Act the statutory number of hotels for Geelong 
should have been 38 (1 for every 500 inhabitants). 
The result? Victory for the Temperance Movement 
in Victoria! By the slim margin of 12 votes Geelong 
citizens voted to shut down 18 of the 56 local     
hotels. The hotel industry protested that the 72   
invalid votes taken as part of the poll should be   
considered, and the outcome reversed. Their       
protests were dismissed. 

A special commission was set up to decide which hotels should be forced to close and 
how much compensation the owners should receive from the government.          
Judgement was handed down on Friday, June 23, 1888. Since one hotel had already 
closed since the poll was taken,* 17 hotels in the town of Geelong were named. There 
was much protest, but the decision stood. Owners of the 17 hotels were eventually 
compensated a total of  £17,069, an average of about £1,000 for each hotel. 

The result was initially hailed as a great victory for the Temperance Movement, with 
one supporter going so far as to claim a 37% drop in crime in Geelong over the next 
12 months. But in reality it made little difference, with loopholes in the licensing law  
allowing for an increase in licensed “clubs.” In addition, shops selling alcohol were not 
subject to Local Option votes and increased four-fold by the end of the decade. 

The battle still rages today. As police continue to deal with alcohol-fuelled crime,  
many still ponder the solution to over-consumption of spirits, wine and beer. 

6 O'clock Closing 
Another notable achievement of 
Temperance Societies in 1916 was 
to institute 6 o’clock closing times 
for all pubs in Victoria. It was 
thought that this would encourage 
working men to go home to their 
families, rather than drink alcohol 
all night. Instead, it often fuelled a 
1 hour speed-drinking session, 
before tired and drunk patrons 
battled their way home, often with 
disastrous results. 
The law was abolished in 1966. 

* Macks Hotel in Corio Terrace (today called Brougham Street). See pages 107-109. 
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The Nurse Bollard 
Located beside the walking path between Eastern 
Beach Baths and Limeburners Point, this bollard 
painted by Jan Mitchell is dedicated to the       
thousands of committed, hard-working staff who 
have worked at the Geelong Hospital for more 
than 150 years.  

In 1896 a School of Nursing was established thanks 
to a donation of £500 from Mrs. Silas Harding 
(who sadly died in a buggy accident in January 
1897). Seven women made up the first intake of 
student nurses. A Nurses home was opened in 
1931 to further improve services in Geelong. 

In 1896, when the School of Nursing started, the 
hospital treated 2816 patients. On average 164 
patients were in the hospital each day. The        
hospital had a mortality (death) rate of 10%.  

In 2008-2009 over 67,000 patients were treated by Barwon Health at their 
21 sites associated with The Geelong Hospital. Over 1050 beds are         
currently available for those in need of treatment or care. Nursing clinical 
placements number over 1350. Who of us has not benefitted in some way 
from these dedicated professionals and the improved medical care they 
provide? 

In the hands of the nurse bollard is a donation tin 
for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. This was a relief       
committee set up in August 1930 to help Geelong 
workers survive The Great Depression which     
began in 1929. 

By February 1931 the Argus newspaper in          
Melbourne reported that this relief committee was 
distributing about £400 a month. In the first 28 
weeks of operation 5,000 parcels had been        
distributed to the needy. It was estimated that 
about 3,000 people in Geelong would need           
on-going support until the depression ended. 
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Geelong’s magnificent bay and ocean beaches have 
been appreciated by locals since the area was first 
settled 175 years ago. Australia’s hot summers, and 
clean beaches have provided a playground for young 
and old alike. However, unlike today, at the beginning 
of the 20th century local religious fervour strictly      
controlled the modesty of swimming costumes, as well 
as directed where bathers could swim. 

Most of the early Geelong councillors and civic leaders 
were men in high standing within the various churches 
around town. Thus, every effort was put forth to      
ensure high moral behaviour, and discourage excesses. 
While British fashion was still popular, a battle was   
being waged to stop the more liberal types from 
‘exposing’ more skin than necessary, or engaging in 

flirting with the opposite sex while in public. 

Thus, as the Geelong beaches were being developed, four distinct and clearly 
signed swimming areas were constructed—two at Western Beach (one for men 
and one for women), and two at Eastern Beach (one for men and one for        
women). Men swimming in the same vicinity as women (mixed bathing)             

was forbidden, and Council signs 
warning against mixed bathing 
dotted the shoreline. While these 
bathing spots proved popular,      
enforcing the “no mixed bathing” 
law was a nightmare, and not just 
because of the men! 

As early as the 1890’s local councils 
were presented with petitions to 
permit mixed bathing. While      
Melbourne councils gradually    
relented, Geelong Council held firm 
for another 40 years. Not that all in    
Melbourne were happy either. In 
1911 South Melbourne residents 
decided to establish “a strong      
and active vigilance committee to 
supervise its mixed bathing, to see 

c.1895 A typical male 
swimming costume 

Bollard of a women 
in bathing costume 

c.1880   

"No Mixed Bathing" 
In 1910 it was illegal to have mixed bathing in           
Geelong—no males and females swimming together 
thank you very much! Two of the bollards beside this 
sign on the Geelong Waterfront depict an embarrassed 
couple having been caught by a policeman bathing 
together. The woman isn’t even wearing a full-length 
bathing costume! The shame of it all!  
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 that dresses were appropriate, and that the     
general behaviour of the bathers is strictly       
decorous.” The locals further observed that, 
“there are certain men and women who should be 
strictly debarred from getting wet in public in  
Canadian, or any other gown...A stout middle-
aged man or woman in bathing garb is a        
spectacle no person of artistic temperament 
should be afflicted with; and skeleton frames, with 
scanty raiment, are enough to frighten even the 
sharks from the neighbourhood.” 

Others also expressed concern. At a meeting of 
the Australian Natives Association* in Melbourne 
in 1914 it was lamented that attendance at 
meetings had fallen away because members were 
more attracted to mixed bathing. Even the       
conservative Melbourne City Council relented 
due to the popularity of mixed bathing. By 1928 they decided to extend mixed 
bathing times at the City Baths from one evening to three evenings a week.     
Despite the growing liberal trend in Melbourne, Geelong still remained unmoved, 
rigorously enforcing bylaws regarding swimming! But the strong tide of public 
opinion was starting to turn. 

The development of the Eastern Beach Baths started in 1927. The initial design 
was for separate swimming areas for men and women, but by the time works 
were completed in 1939 mixed bathing laws were relaxed, and both sexes shared 
the shark-proof enclosed swimming area together. However, what about bathing 
costumes? 

In 1934 a conference of foreshore trust committees was held at Frankston, with 
the object of framing uniform regulations to have bathing costumes standardised. 
Councillor Brownbill from Geelong actually led the charge against the proposal, 
despite other strong voices from Geelong saying otherwise. The following year 
the Geelong Municipal Association proposed regulating bathing costumes at a 
Geelong West Council meeting. The Council refused to adopt the proposal,      
leaving it to the police to determine if any bather should be charged with 
“indecent exposure.” In 1937 the matter was finalised by the Geelong City Council 
who, while still expressing concern that bathers should not roll down the tops of 
their bathing gowns to expose the shoulders, upheld the decision of the Geelong 
West Council. All bylaws regulating mixed bathing and swimming costumes were 
then scrapped. 

1926.  Women in Melbourne showing off 
the latest swimming fashion. It took   

another 11 years for such “revealing” 
swim attire to be accepted at Geelong. 

*The Australian Natives Association was established by white men born in Australia, initially 
to lobby for Federation, which was granted in 1901. After that, they focussed their attention 
on promoting patriotism in Australia, including Australia Day observances. 
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“Ring...Ring...Ring...” 
With the spread of modern communications, it may be difficult for some,           
especially the younger generation to imagine living in a time without telephones. 
Yet, it was only 134 years ago that telephones did not exist in Australia. If you 
wanted to communicate with someone you visited them and spoke to them     
personally. If they lived further away, you would have to send a letter. When   
Victoria was first settled, a letter between Geelong and Sydney took at least two 
weeks to deliver. Thus you could not receive a reply within a month. Alternatively, 
after December 6, 1854 you could visit the Geelong Telegraph Office and pay a 
small fortune to use the “modern” technology of telegraphs, via Morse Code! But 
that all changed in 1877. 

In July 1877 experiments with the telephone were being conducted in Melbourne 
with limited success. Up until then, the best way to communicate by voice over 
distance was via a hollow pipe. However, this technique was limited to about 80 
metres. Early telephones showed promise, and a report made to the Royal Society 
of Victoria was optimistic of telephone trials being conducted.  

Later, on December 6 that same year, it was reported that 
in Bendigo, telephones were being considered for use 
down in the mines as a way of improving communication, 
with the Adventure and Advance Mining Company being 
the first to offer to install trial telephones. 

However, it was in Geelong that the first confirmed use of 
telephones in Victoria was made in late December 1877. 
Mr. W. J. Thomas worked at the Geelong Customs House 
and lived in Skene Street, Newtown. At his home he had 
built two simple telephones and begun trials across his 
neighbourhood. The Geelong Advertiser reports: 

“We believe that Mr. W. J. Thomas deserves the credit of 
having been the first to introduce the telephone to Victoria... Yesterday afternoon 
a trial of the telephone was made, and the result was eminently satisfactory. A 
wire, three-quarters of a mile (1200 metres) in length, was run from Mr. Thomas’s 
house, thence through an orchard, winding over the fruit trees, to a summer house 
about 30 or 40 yards from the main building. Conversations were carried on     
between different persons in each room. The words could be distinctly heard and 
the voice of each person easily identified. A young lady sang one of the popular 
tunes of the day, each note being heard by the listener at the other end of the wire 
as easily as if he had remained in the same room as the vocalist... Mr. Thomas 
deserves to be complimented on his success, and yesterday’s experiment will no 
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  doubt lead to further tests of the wonderful powers of the      
telephone.” (December 28, 1877) The experiment was reported 
throughout Australia to much acclaim. 

Advancement in telephone technology expanded rapidly. A 
week later, on January 2, 1878 the Melbourne firm of Messrs 
McLean Bros. & Rigg connected their two stores– one in        
Elizabeth Street and the other 1200 metres away in Spencer Street with            
telephones made by local Melbourne man J. S. Edwards. 

The week after that, Mr. Thomas from Geelong was again in the headlines, this 
time connecting Geelong to Queenscliff, 31 kilometres away by telephone. The 
South Bourke and Mornington Journal reported on the event: 

“A tune played on the cornet at Geelong was plainly heard at Queenscliff; so also 
some violin playing, and the operator’s voice was distinctly transmitted in “Yankee 
Doodle” and other airs... Mr. W. J. Thomas was the operator.” 

It wasn’t long before Geelong was 
connected with Melbourne, and by 
1880 telephones were installed in 
many government offices for use by 
the public. In May 1880 a public    
telephone exchange was in the       
process of being set up in Melbourne, 
but it would be another 8 years      
before a public telephone system was 
set up in Geelong. To cover the cost of 
installing the system, the Government 
initially proposed charging users the 
exorbitant figure of £10 per year for a 
minimum 5 years. However, when 
only 30 subscribers took up the offer 
(mainly big businesses) the               
government backed down and       
installed the system anyway.  

Initially, subscribers had to contact the exchange and give the name or 
number of the person they were wishing to communicate with to an 
operator who would manually connect the two of them together. 
However, on July 6, 1912 Geelong again made headlines when it     
installed the very first automated telephone exchange in the Southern 
Hemisphere, allowing people to connect directly with each other. Life 
in Geelong would be changed forever. 

“Oops, gotta go. My phone is ringing!” 

Disturbing the Peace! 
When the first telephone system was     
installed in Geelong in 1888 the Geelong 
Town Council refused to put a telephone 
in the Council Offices, claiming that the 
instrument would bother the Town Clerk. 
When they eventually (and very             
reluctantly) agreed to a telephone it was 
on the stipulation that it was installed in a 
separate room where its ringing bell would 
not disturb the Clerk. 

The Geelong police likewise objected to 
the installation of a telephone, anticipating 
being disturbed with constant trivial     
complaints from Geelong residents. 
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“Would you like a cuppa dear?” No response. A glance at your husband sitting in his 
chair confirms that all is not right. He is breathing but appears unconscious. You 
quickly reach for the phone and dial 000. “Could I have an ambulance please!” 

By 1880 both townships of Melbourne and 
Geelong had been established for over 40 
years. Over 250,000 people live in Melbourne 
and about 19,000 in Geelong, but medical help 
was still very limited. Hospitals had been built, 
and doctors plied their professions, yet    
townsfolk had no transport facility to call on 
when they fell victim to sickness or injury. 

Social classes were strictly divided in the    
community. Medical attention was readily available to those who could afford to 
pay, but for the poor, the unemployed and the working classes, the situation was 
pitiful. It was not uncommon to see the sick or injured being carried through the 
streets on a wooden door unscrewed from the patient's house. Other patients 
were bundled into a Hansom cab or any other available transport to get them to 
hospital. 

Finally, in 1883, after a public meeting was held in Melbourne, a new branch of 
the St John Ambulance Association was formed. Its initial aims included teaching 
first aid and home nursing to as many people as possible. Four years later         
sufficient funds were raised for St Johns to purchase six Ashford Litters. These 
were placed at police stations—a step forward, but hardly quick transport. 

The first horse drawn ambulance began operation in 1899, again thanks to the 
fund raising of an association of ladies at St Johns. The first Melbourne               
Ambulance Station was a stable complex off Bourke St, at the rear of the       

Windsor Hotel. However, a fit person 
still had to run over to the station and 
alert the attendants to  the emergency. 
It was only when Melbourne’s               
telephone service began in 1905, with 
the ambulance service being amongst 
the first subscribers, that a patient in 
need could quickly make contact. Call 
boxes were soon located on the docks 
and at city street corners. 

Meanwhile, at Geelong, residents were Geelong's Horse Drawn Coach: 1907-21  

An Ashford Litter– early patient transport 
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familiar with ambulance divisions     
associated with military units           
stationed nearby. From time to time 
the fire brigade and even the railways 
also performed ambulance services, 
but no separate reliable ambulance 
service was organised in Geelong    
until the 20th Century. In August 
1907, at a cost of £71, 10s (about 
$143) Geelong finally got its own 
horse-drawn ambulance coach, one of St Johns four horse drawn ambulances in 
Victoria. But the invention of the motor car was about to change all of that. 

In 1910 the first motor vehicle ambulance began operation in Melbourne. In its 
first year it responded to 700 of the 4,000 calls. By June 1916 the service was 
transporting 5,600 patients a year and travelling 60,000 miles. However,            
suffering from a lack of funds the ambulance division of St Johns (now called the 
Victorian Civil Ambulance Service) was by this time insolvent. The state               
government refused to provide funding, claiming that it was not a state-wide    
service. Rescue came in the form of the biggest health pandemic of the 20th     
century—the Spanish Flu! 

When the Spanish Flu reached Victoria in 1918 the ambulance service became an 
essential need for the community. Public Health Department funding for           
ambulance staff rose to 85 drivers and attendants, and the fleet increased to 16 
cars and horse drawn ambulances across the State. By January 1919 they had  
carried 10,000 influenza patients to temporary hospitals, the staff working 18 
hour shifts. Fear of the epidemic was so great ambulance staff were refused       
accommodation and slept in the service's Lonsdale St headquarters. Tragically 57      
ambulance staff contracted the Spanish Flu and 4 of those died. 

Since then, the ambulance service has gone from strength to strength.             
Horse-drawn coaches were phased out in 1925. Two-way radios were installed in 
1954. Vehicles were supported by an air ambulance service from 1962 and        
helicopters from 1986. 

In 2011 Ambulance Victoria received 
786,588 calls for help. Over 77% were    
responded to within 15 minutes. 

“Ding Dong!” “That was quick! The trained 
paramedics have arrived. I know my        
husband is now in good hands.” 

Geelong Ambulance 1935 
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Off to the Butcher! 

The early community of Victoria became established and enriched by farming. 
Sheep and cattle in vast numbers were raised for their wool, skins and meat. To a 
lesser degree pigs and poultry supplemented the meat supply. Thousands of 
cattle, and tens of thousands of sheep were processed through the stock markets 
every week, and meat became a regular on the family dinner plate. 

During the 1880-90s Geelong was a main port for exporting frozen meat. A huge 
meat packaging works was built at Corio Quay in North Geelong to prepare the 
meat ready for shipment. The trade was developed after experiments in            
refrigeration were conducted by well-known Geelong identity James Harrison. 
The frozen cuts of meat, including lamb, mutton, beef and pork realised about 4d. 
a pound (9c/kg) when sold in London up to four months after leaving Geelong.  

However, refrigerated meat was not available on the streets of Geelong itself. As 
can be seen from the photo above, R.D. Clement’s butcher shop, located in Spring 
Street, Geelong West, left a lot to be desired when it came to hygiene. The     
Clement family, including a set of twins in the perambulator, proudly posed for 
this photograph taken around 1890. With meat cleaver still in hand, we could      
imagine Clement was soon back at work, attacking a freshly slaughtered carcass in 
his shop, while brushing flies away from his face. 

While such scenes are still common today in developing countries where           
refrigeration is unavailable or too expensive, thankfully Geelong has progressed to 
the point where food poisoning from unhygienic conditions is rare. 

Anyone for a pound or two of sausages? 
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Up until 1938 there were three ways that a traveller could commute between    
Geelong and Melbourne—Road, Rail and Sea. 

Road—In 1920 a fully sealed highway was completed 
between Geelong and Melbourne, with the last   
section near Little River opened to the public. 

Automobile travel was fast becoming common, and 
the opening of the Ford factory in Geelong in 1925 
was a sign of things to come. Incredible speeds of up 
to 50 miles per hour (80 km/h) were reported by 
horrified onlookers along the road. 

Today, fixed cameras attempt to limit speeds to 100 
km/h on the triple-lane highway. Still, the trip which 
used to take between 5-10 hours on horseback, is 
now   comfortably completed within an hour. 

Rail—The railway was opened between         
Geelong and Melbourne (Williamstown) in 
June, 1857. Not only was commuting time    
between the two towns cut to about 2 hours, 
but the quick transportation of freight made 
possible many industries in Geelong,  as well as 
easy access to markets for many local farmers. 

Rail travel is still popular today; so much so, 
that in peak travel times you will probably have 
to stand the entire way or even sit on the floor 
amidst the crush of city workers. 

Sea—Until 1938 passengers could travel between 
Geelong and Melbourne on the steamer Edina.     
Between 1880 and 1938 she made over 20,000 trips, 
with a return ticket costing 1/6 (15c) around the turn 
of the century. 

Day trips were popular with Melbourne tourists who 
enjoyed a day out on the bay, with a two hour      
stop-over in Geelong. From time to time we still hear 
of proposals to recommence sea travel between     
the two cities—by hovercraft, fast CATS, or even     
low-flying sea-planes—but none have yet proven          
financially viable. 

Ford’s Model T—pictured here 
outside Johnstone Park. Model A’s 
were launched in 1925 from the 

new factory in Norlane. 

The Geelong Flyer departs Flinders Street 
Station in Melbourne on her maiden trip in 

May 1926 

The Edina departs Geelong on her 
final journey on June 29, 1938. She 
became one of the longest serving 

steamers in the world. 
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In 1912, electric trams began to 
transport people between the suburbs 
and city centre. 

The tramway system was established by 
the Melbourne Electric Supply Compa-
ny, whose main interest was the supply 
of electricity to Geelong. The city’s  
electrical supply, along with it’s trams 
were eventually taken over by the State     
Electricity Commission of Victoria. 

The tram network closed in March 25, 
1956 as a result of cars becoming a 
more popular method of getting 
around. Now, with limited all-day     
parking around the city, wouldn’t it be 
nice to have our trams back? 

Opening of the Geelong Tramway in 1912 

The tramways in Moorabool Street  c.1935 

The large network included four main routes 

Between June 1942 and    
August 1946, the State 
Electricity Commission 
of Victoria, operators of 
the tramway network in         
the city of Geelong, 
employed women for 
the first and only time 
as conductors. 

Their employment was 
brought about by the 
shortage of men away 
overseas serving in the 
military forces. Unusual 
for the times, these 
women were paid the 
same wages as men. 

Conductor Bollard 

Museum Victoria photo 
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 The Mysterious Red-Painted Poles 

In a few locations around Geelong you may come across an       
electricity power pole with a red band painted around it, like the 
one shown here outside the Geelong Christ Church on the corner 
of Moorabool and McKillop Streets. What does the red band       
signify? 

Old-timers from around Geelong may recall the time when trams 
plied the streets. Opened on March 14, 1912,  a network of tracks 
was eventually built linking the city with Belmont, Chilwell,         
Newtown, North Geelong, Eastern Beach, and East Geelong. 

In the early days when motor cars were still a novelty, trams were 
seen as an innovation that filled a vital transportation need for  
urban dwellers. However, who could have foreseen the modern 
popularity of motor vehicles? By 1949 it was noted by the Geelong 
Council that it was not feasible to run the tram service profitably, 
with a population of only 52,000. The State Electricity Commission of Victoria, 
who operated the trams, had allowed the network to become run-down. So not 
only were the trams losing about £95,000 a year, the network needed £2 million 
to upgrade the tracks and equipment. 

Sadly, despite protests from the Geelong 
community, the tram service was shut down 
on March 25, 1956, and replaced with       
privately owned buses. So, what has this to do 
with red-banded poles? Well, they indicated 
where the tram stops were. There were no 
shelters, or yellow posts with timetables 
attached, like today. Rather, you simply found 
a red-banded pole and waited for the tram to 

sidle up the road toward 
you, before hopping on and 
purchasing your fare from 
the tram conductor. 

While that fact may appear of little significance today, what is 
surprising is that the poles themselves must be nearly 60 years 
old at least. With steel and reinforced concrete poles now      
coming into regular use (they reduce pole fires, and do not rot), 
it is still amazing that these old wooden poles are serving the 
Geelong’s power grid just as well today as they did so long ago. 

Do any of these red-banded poles exist in your area? 

The Geelong tram depot was located in 
Brougham Street, in what is now the rear of 

the Westfield Shopping Centre. 
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In 1942-43 a sensational courtroom    
drama unfolded that gripped the city of 
Geelong. At stake was the reputations of 
three of Geelong’s respected doctors and 
the city’s Deputy Coroner. What was the 
outcome? And what lessons can be 
learned from this tragic case? 

The Victim 
On October 18, 1942 43-year-old Mrs 
Florence Brown of Elizabeth Street,     
Geelong West suffered a miscarriage. Dr 
Frederick Wallace attended to her at her home when she continued to           
haemorrhage. He provided medical treatment to stem the flow, then instructed 
the woman to call an ambulance should any fresh bleeding occur. 

He visited Mrs Brown the next day. She was much improved and so Dr Wallace 
recommended a curette operation be performed to assist her recovery. Living in 
absolute poverty, Mrs Brown and her husband baulked at the cost of attending 
the hospital and so requested the operation be performed at their home. After      
inspecting the kitchen Dr Wallace agreed to perform the surgery the next day. 

And so, on October 20, assisted by Dr George Selah and Mrs Brown’s own       
teenage daughter, Florence was laid out on her kitchen table and administered a 
general anaesthetic. She would never regain consciousness. Her death would    
become the subject of a coroner’s inquest held  in Geelong 3 weeks later. 

The First Inquest 
Former Geelong mayor, and now Deputy Coroner, Francis Ritchie presided over 
the inquest into Mrs Brown’s death. He found that she had died while having 
chloroform, a general anaesthetic, administered to her. Dr James Piper had         
performed an autopsy on the day of her death and had found that the woman 
had died from anoxemia (lack of oxygen in the blood) caused by heavy blood loss 
from earlier haemorrhaging, and having an ether mask on her face which         
restricted oxygen intake. Her lungs exuded a powerful smell of chloroform. 

Francis Ritchie was scathing in his report on the two doctors, claiming they were 
grossly negligent in the case. He accepted Dr Piper’s findings that it was almost 
unbelievable that such a serious medical procedure would be performed in an 
unsterile domestic kitchen, rather than a hospital. The coroner concluded         
that the evidence fell just short of the legal requirements for a charge of         
manslaughter to be brought upon the two medical men. Never-the-less, after his     
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report was published in newspapers all over Australia, the reputations of the two 
doctors lay in tatters. But was there more to the story? 

The Appeal 
The two doctors, Frederick Wallace and George Saleh appealed the findings of the 
coroner to the Practice Court, which met on December 17, 1942. As a result, the 
Appeal Court quashed Francis Ritchie’s report and ordered another autopsy and 
coroners inquest. Why? Ritchie had served in the capacity of Deputy Coroner for 
7 years at Geelong, and had conducted over 200 inquests during that time.     
However, on this particular occasion it was revealed that he had written his     
report BEFORE the initial inquest was even held! 

A preliminary meeting before the initial inquest is typically held with the District 
Coroner, Deputy Coroner, and the doctor who prepared the autopsy 
report, in this case, Dr Piper. This meeting usually sets out the list of 
witnesses to be called and the procedure to be followed for the   
hearing. However, Francis Ritchie wrote his final report from          
evidence submitted by Dr Piper and with comments from the District 
Coroner at this preliminary meeting.  

Seven days after Ritchie’s report was quashed, on December 24 the 
body of Florence Brown was exhumed at Geelong, and the assistant 
government pathologist, Dr Wright Smith, conducted a second      
autopsy in the presence of doctors Piper, Wallace and Saleh. His    
findings only added to the strange proceedings. 

The Second Inquest 
On January 15, 1943 a second inquest was held in Geelong before Melbourne City 
Coroner, Arthur Tingate. Dr Smith delivered the findings from his autopsy.  

After acknowledging the difficulty of determining the cause of death in a          
decomposing body 65 days old, he firmly declared that the cause of Mrs Brown’s 
death was not anoxemia, but myocardial deterioration (heart disease) and cardiac 
syncope (heart failure leading to a lack of oxygen getting to the brain). He         
disagreed with Dr Piper’s conclusion that the two doctors should have known to 
administer a blood transfusion before performing the operation. He stated that it 
would not have been possible for the two doctors to know of Mrs Brown’s heart 
disease, and therefore, were not responsible for her death. The administration of 
chloroform would have brought on the heart failure that caused death. [See box: 
Chloroform—General Anaesthetic, on the following page] The location of the    
surgery, Mrs Brown’s kitchen table, was irrelevant in his opinion. 

While Dr Piper agreed that the two doctors were not liable for the woman’s    
demise, he believe his original findings for her cause of death was more accurate. 
What would the coroner conclude. In his final summary Arthur Tingate favoured 

Deputy Coroner at 
Geelong—Francis 

Ritchie 
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the opinion of Dr Smith. He concluded: “I believe a proper degree of care was 
used in the selection of the anaesthetic and in its administration. Opinions differ as 
to the use of chloroform, but the fact that [the] deceased's death was brought 
about by it is not necessarily evidence of negligence. . . The mere fact that the 
kitchen was chosen as the place for the operation is in itself no evidence of        
negligence, and no-one has suggested today that the place of operation took any 
part in the cause of death.” 

The End Result? 
Doctors Wallace and Saleh were exonerated, but felt chastened for not examining 
Mrs Brown more closely, and not understanding the affect chloroform would 
have had on her heart. Francis Ritchie was ordered to pay the appeal costs of the 
two Geelong doctors. Embarrassed and humiliated, he resigned his position as 
Deputy Coroner on February 3, 1943. Dr Piper has his professional pride checked. 
And chloroform was replaced as an anaesthetic used in general surgery. 

But saddest of all, Mrs Florence Brown was still dead and her husband, now a 
widower with a home full of children to care for, was no doubt left wondering if it 
would have made any difference if they had had the money to go to hospital,  
rather than attempt a home operation. 

Chloroform—General Anaesthetic 

Chloroform is a sweet-smelling clear liquid that was once widely used as an    
anaesthetic. Its vapour suppresses the central nervous system of a patient,      
allowing a doctor to perform various otherwise painful procedures. 

On November 4, 1847, Scottish obstetrician James Simpson discovered the     
anaesthetic qualities of chloroform when he and his friends were experimenting 
with different substances on themselves in search of a replacement for ether as 
a general anaesthetic. Within the next few days he was administering it to his 
patients during childbirth. 

In 1848 John Snow developed an inhaler that regulated the dosage and so      
successfully reduced the number of deaths from overdose. The use of chloro-
form during surgery then expanded rapidly in Europe. In the 1850s, chloroform 
was used during the birth of Queen Victoria's last two children. In the United States,       
chloroform began to replace ether as an anaesthetic at the beginning of the 20th century. 

It was eventually discovered that chloroform use had a very narrow margin of safety. It was 
abandoned upon learning of its toxicity, especially its tendency to cause cardiac arrhythmia 
(irregular heartbeat), and has now been replaced by safer inhalation anaesthetics. 

Several million tonnes of chloroform are still produced every year. It is used as a chemical 
solvent, as well as in dyes and pesticides. However, its most popular use today is by the 
American DuPont Company in the manufacture of Teflon, the non-stick surface now        
commonly found on cookware. 
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From the early days of Geelong, zealous religious preachers would publicly      
expound their ideas to anyone who would stop and listen. Market Square and the 
Geelong waterfront were popular spots for the booming voices to be heard.   
However, in the 1930s something ‘new’ was tried by those desiring to spread the 
“good news,” as reported by the Recorder newspaper in 1935: 

“Does the use of a loud-speaking device attached to the top of a motor car for the use 
of broadcasting religious addresses make the user of the apparatus liable for           
punishment for behaving in an offensive manner? The problem confronted a bench of 
honorary magistrates in Geelong West Court. 

Gilbert George Martin and Oswald Bennett, both of Belmont, members of the                  
International Bible Students’ Society (Jehovah’s Witnesses), were charged with having 
behaved in an offensive manner on October 27. 

First-Constable G. Bishop said that at 10:30 a.m. on October 27 he was in his house 
when his attention was drawn to a loud voice. The voice was apparently coming from a 
loud-speaking device attached to the top of a motor car. Religious matter was being 
broadcast. Martin, when questioned said that the car was his; that he was running the 
apparatus for the Society, and that it was a good set that could be heard a mile away. 

Witness told Martin that it was not necessary to use such a volume of noise, and that 
his home was not a sanctuary for him with such an arrangement in the vicinity.      
Martin then replied: “My friend, the truth must hurt somebody.” 

In dismissing the information Mr O.C. Hearne (chairman) said it was the unanimous      
opinion of the bench that insufficient evidence had been given, but the constable had 
done the right thing.” 

The ‘sound cars,’ as they were called did not last long, as Jehovah’s Witnesses 
began to prefer a more personal 
approach through door knocking. 
However, the group can still be 
seen publically on the streets of 
Geelong, now ‘quietly’ spreading 
their message in places like     
Market Square, the Geelong                    
Waterfront, High Street in         
Belmont, and on Pakington Street 
in Geelong West. 

A ‘sound car,’ used by Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Queensland during the 1930s. 
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For over 80 years, one of the first visible 
signs that you were entering the city of 
Geelong was passing a Benders bus. 
Over three generations of local residents 
remember fondly catching a Benders bus 
to school, or to the footy. Mum came 
home with the shopping by catching the 
bus to the corner and walking the few     
meters to home with arms laden with 
packages. But where did it all start? 

Benders Busways was founded by Ernest and Aimee Bender in 1926 in Geelong 
and the first route ran from Geelong to Chilwell (part of Newtown). In 1931 a    
second route commenced from the Geelong Post Office (corner of Gheringhap & 
Ryrie Streets) to the corner of Minerva Road and Aberdeen Street in Geelong 
West. The closure of the Geelong tram system in 1956 saw Benders win the     
contract to serve the tram routes with buses. 18 new buses were purchased to 
run the increased number of services. 

In 1991 an important environmental step was taken. Three Mercedes-Benz      
natural gas powered buses were successfully trialed by Benders. As a result, the 
natural gas fleet was later expanded to nine buses. 

In June 2000, after being a family-run business for nearly three-quarters of a     
century, the Bender family sold the bus line to the Kefford Corporation, a          
Melbourne-based transport company that had started with horse-drawn lorries in 
the 1850’s. Then, in February 2009 Singapore-based ComfortDelGro Cabcharge 
purchased the Kefford Corporation for $149.2 million. 

Now known as CDC Geelong, the bus company currently serves about 15 routes 
throughout Geelong and surrounding the surrounding suburbs, including          
Belmont, Corio, Grovedale, Hamlyn Heights, Herne Hill, Lara, Newcomb,           
Newtown, North Shore, Rosewall and 
Waurn Ponds. They also conduct      
winery tours to the Barossa Valley,   
Adelaide Hills and McLaren Vale in 
South Australia. 

Benders in currently located at 65 Edols 
St, North Geelong, and charter luxury 
coaches for excursions and tours.        
Ph: 5240 5000 

1941 Ford V8 Benders Bus 

A modern Benders bus doing the rounds 
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Tornadoes occur more commonly in Victoria than most people would     
imagine. Since 1918 the Bureau of Meteorology's severe thunderstorm database 
for Victoria has 160 tornado reports. In addition, it is likely that most tornadoes 
have gone unsighted or unreported. Tornadoes range in size from a few tens of 
metres across, up to around 1km in diameter. Because of this, damage is normally 
restricted to a small but very intense area. 

Tornadoes are thought to be formed by the interaction between regions of strong 
updrafts and downdrafts of air within severe thunderstorm clouds. Stronger    
tornadoes typically occur with late spring/early summer storms. Although small 
compared to the monsters suffered in the USA, these are still quite damaging and      
dangerous. 

Tornados have touched down 
near Geelong on several          
occasions. On October 3, 2001 a 
tornado skirted Leopold, much to 
the relief of residents who 
looked on. On December 21, 
2003, 20km west of Geelong 
near Inverleigh, a tornado        
created a narrow damage path 
30m wide and 1km long. Damage 
included steel girders 150mm 
wide being bent, and concrete 
blocks 100cm x 45cm blown up 
to 10m away. A few years later, 
residents east of Drysdale woke to find a path of destruction 100m wide which 
had travelled over 5km through paddocks, stopping just short of Lower Bluff, near 
St Leonards. 

By far Geelong’s worst tornado hit on Thursday, July 22, 1926. Carving a zigzag 
destructive path 800m wide through Highton, Belmont and Marshalltown, the 
storm killed a 6-year-old boy and injured 8 other people. Two churches, a         
kindergarten Hall, and over 20 homes were completely destroyed. Every other 
house, shed or other building in its path was damaged to some extent. Power 
poles were snapped like match-sticks, disrupting supplies of electricity and         
telephone communications for many days. Many livestock perished. 

It’s only a matter of time before another tornado hits locally. Does your family 
have provisions and an emergency plan in place, should a disaster strike          
sometime soon? 

Tornado at Leopold—October 3, 2001 
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The most common visual forms of identification used today are flags (for          
nationality) and logos (for corporate identity). Thus, something uniquely           
Australian would perhaps be associated with the Australian flag, while the brand 
logos for Nike, Ford, Coca-Cola and Shell Petroleum to name a few, are instantly 
recognised worldwide. However, both flags and logos can trace their backgrounds 
to ancient heraldry, and the coat of arms. 

The first evidence of medieval coats of arms is found in the Bayeux Tapestry from 
the 11th Century, where some of the combatants carry shields painted with   
crosses. Coats of arms came into general use by feudal lords and knights in battle 
in the 12th Century. By the 13th Century arms had spread beyond their initial 
battlefield use to become a kind of flag or logo for families in the higher social 
classes of Europe. 

While a coat of arms could be passed from one generation to the next, the      
imagery was closely protected. In England no two living people were allowed to 
have the same coat of arms, although close family could have similar designs on 
their coat of arms to those related to them. One of the reasons for this was that 
the coat of arms came to be used on legal documents, establishing the identity of 
the writer. 

Exactly who had a right to use coats of arms, by law or social convention, varied to 
some degree between countries. In German-speaking regions both the aristocracy 
and burghers used arms, while in most of the rest of Europe they were limited to 
the aristocracy. The use of arms eventually spread to Church clergy, to towns, and 
to royally-chartered organizations such as universities and trading companies. In 
the 21st century, coats of arms are still in use by a variety of institutions and    
individuals. Many have guidelines on how their coats of arms may be used, and 
they protect their use in a similar way to the use of trademarks. 

The Australian coat of arms pictures native     
Australian animals—the red kangaroo and the 
emu. It is thought the kangaroo and emu were 
chosen to symbolise a nation moving forward, 
reflecting a common belief that neither animal 
can move backwards easily. 

The first official coat of arms of Australia was 
granted by a Royal Warrant of King Edward VII in 
1908. This coat of arms was used on some      
Australian coins even after it was superseded in 
1912, and last appeared on the sixpenny piece in 

The Australian Coat of Arms 
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1966. Usually the arms are depicted on a background of sprays of golden wattle 
with a scroll beneath it containing the word ‘Australia’. The wattle and scroll, 
however, are not part of the armorial design and are not mentioned in the Royal 
Warrant. 

The Australian Government uses the coat of arms to authenticate documents (like 
passports) and for other official purposes. The use of the coat of arms by private 
citizens or organisations is rarely permitted by the Australian Government, and 
doing so would contravene laws relating to misrepresentation, forgery or       
trademark infringement. 

The sheep, wheat 
and grapes as   

symbols of local 
industries 

The Unicorn of   
Scotland: 

symbolizing the 
country where many 

Geelong citizens  
immigrated from. 

Converting the Lion 
and Unicorn into sea 

creatures makes   
reference to Geelong 

being a seaport. 

The stag's head is taken from the Scottish 
family of Thomson to perpetuate the 

memory of Geelong's first mayor,               
Dr Alexander Thomson 

The Lion of England: 
Symbolizing the 
source of most     

Geelong citizens, and 
the city’s link to the 

British Crown 

The Geelong Coat Of Arms 
The arms were granted on March 18, 1981. 

The city’s motto makes reference to the 
community’s Christian heritage, and their 

combined responsibility before God. 
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Kangaroo Hunt 

“The huntsmen of the Melbourne and Geelong Clubs had 

a splendid run yesterday, although the death of the quar-

ry was a very ignominious affair. After a delightful but 

very circuitous run of some dozen miles, the kangaroo 

was viewed making into a waterhole, at which the dogs 

came to check... Some of the laggers behind coming up 

shortly after happened to see the animal hopping away, 

but completely dead-beat; They gave chase on horse-

back... and, with rare unsportsmanlike cruelty, instead of securing it 

alive, they killed it. There was a good muster of the scarlet and tops 

on both sides; and on reaching Wallington the clubmen were joined by 

about a score of the Bellerine gentlemen, who rather astonished the 

regulars by the way in which their grass-fed hacks cleared the fences, 

and kept up with the corned nags of the stables. The Melbourne men, 

however, admitted that the Geelong dogs were 

equal to theirs in every point of merit, and much 

superior in "music."   

(The Argus, June 23, 1860 p.7) 

Moorabool Railway Viaduct 

“On visiting the viaduct* over the Moorabool River today, I was     

agreeably surprised to see the marked improvement that had taken 

place there. The works of this gigantic undertaking are being rapidly 

proceeded with, and the addition of a number of new hands has       

assisted to impart a little more life into the general business of this 

myth of a township. 

Here, as at all other localities in this country where a number of      

individuals are congregated, grog is the ruling power; and in this frail 

apology for a town are, even now, no less than four public houses,    

independent of the grog-

shanties, which, I am 

told, exist.” 

The Argus 

24 August, 1860 p.5 

 

 

*Today: 1km north of the     
Midland Hwy at Batesford. 

Museum Victoria photo 
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Part 5 
Corio– The Early Days 

 

Between January 2014 and July 2015 the Jillong Pocket ran a       
19-part series which traced the early history of the area                
originally cared for by the Shire of Corio, in the northern suburbs 
of Geelong, and extending toward Werribee. 

We are pleased to present the whole series, (fully revised and 
including 2 extra parts to round out the story,) which focuses on 
what living in Geelong was really like during the early days of  
European settlement. We hope you enjoy learning about these 
hard working men and women who helped make Geelong the 
city it is today. 
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PART 1— The First Aboriginal Shooting in Victoria 

The Jillong Pocket has already detailed the early exploration of British officers and 
settlers in the Port Phillip Bay area.* In this series we will be focussing on the   
impact and development of white settlement in the area to the north of Geelong, 
in what used to be known as the Shire of Corio. It got off to a shaky start, with 
armed conflict with the aborigines, the area’s first owners. 

On October 7, 1803 Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins led a party of 
over 400 convicts, soldiers, and support staff to Port Phillip Bay, in 
an effort to claim the entire colony for Britain. Collin’s two ships 
unloaded their cargo of passengers, stores, and equipment at          
Sullivan’s Bay, near modern-day Sorrento. Water could be found 
there, although the soil proved to be very poor. So, while Collins laid 
out the new settlement he sent Lieutenant J. H. Tuckey out in the 
ship Calcutta to explore the rest of the bay, hopefully to find a better 
site to establish a base for the fledgling group. 

Tuckey eventually headed to the western side of Port Phillip Bay, and entered 
Corio Bay, which he labelled North West Harbour. In his diary he describes what 
he saw: “A perfectly secure and commodious harbour, accessible to the largest 
ships by a channel with 6 fathoms of water,^ the bottom soft blue mud; at the 
head of the harbour, the land rises from abrupt cliffs to downs…” This was the first 
description of the Geelong harbour area. 

It was while exploring the North West Harbour that Tuckey came across a hostile 
group of Aborigines. They were most likely members of the Yawangi group, a part 
of the Wathaurong tribe which roamed the area between Geelong and the You 
Yangs. While Tuckey had encountered smaller, friendly groups previously, this one 
was different. At first, three of them appeared, and Tuckey’s crew gave them gifts 
of fish, bread, and a blanket each. Showing signs of aggression, they searched 
through the men’s equipment, wanting to handle the theodolite. When Tuckey 
moved to protect the precious instrument the Aborigines appeared resentful   
before eventually leaving. 

An hour later, while Tuckey himself was away exploring the vicinity on foot, the 3 
Aborigines came back with reinforcements, the group now numbering about 40 

* See the series “Indented Head—Victoria’s First Settlement” on pages 8—23. 
^ 6 fathoms = 11 metres. Tuckey’s survey was not very thorough. Only parts of the channel 
down the middle of Corio Bay were this deep. In these early days at low tide a person could 
walk from Point Henry to Point Lillias, until the channel was deepened 50 years later. 

David Collins 



359 

 
men. Dividing into two groups, some surround-
ed the tents, while others surrounded the boat 
used by Tuckey’s men to come ashore. Tuckey 
describes what happened next: 

“Their intention to plunder was immediately 
obvious, and all the exertions of Mr. Harris at 
the tent and the Master’s Mate at the boat 
were insufficient to keep them back; in this   
situation it was impossible to get the boat 
away, her masts, sails, oars, provisions and 
water being on shore; it was, therefore, thought adviseable (sic) to temporise, and 
wait my return if possible; for this purpose bread, meat and two pieces of blanket 
were given them; these condescensions, however, seemed only to increase their 
boldness; and it was only by force alone that the tomahawks and people’s        
blankets were wrested from them.” 

By the time Tuckey returned to his men, more Aborigines had arrived, now      
totalling about 100 men. Soon, the men at the tent were overpowered, and one 
of the aborigines near the boats had clasped his arms around the Master’s Mate. 
One of the crew pleaded with Tuckey: “Fire, Sir. For God’s sake, Fire!” Two      
muskets were discharged over the heads of the Aborigines. The natives paused, a 
few retreated to the trees, but then returned clapping their hands and shouting    
vehemently. The British replied with four more muskets, this time filled with     
bird-shot and aimed directly at the natives. The victims howled in pain and 
scattered to the tree-line. 

Thinking the skirmish was over Tuckey quickly ordered his party to decamp and 
leave. However, a few moments later he noticed the Aborigines regroup and once 
more advance in a threatening manner. Tuckey then shouted a warning to their 
leader, the most belligerent and aggressive of the crowd, that if he did not stand 
aside the white men would fire upon him. Unable to understand the English     
language, the chief continued to advance to within 50 metres. Three gunshots 
rang out.  Hit by two of the musket balls, the chief fell dead. The rest of the group 
fled, allowing the exploring white men to depart without further incident. Yet, the 
first Aboriginal killed by a white man in Victoria lay motionless. 

From the Yawangi group of Aborigines we obtained the words Balliang and       
Anakie, well known locations around Geelong today. Although no further deaths 
are recorded as coming from this tribe, atrocities committed by both whites and 
blacks continued to plague early Victorian history. 

Meanwhile, the flood of white settlers to the Corio district was about to begin. . . 
The story continues in Part 2. 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

An early photo of an Aborigine paddling his 
tree-canoe on the river. 
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PART 2—The first squatters arrive 

After the first attempt of the British to 
settle in Port Phillip Bay failed in 1803, 
little interest was shown in the area 
for the next 20 years. 

Then, in 1824 currency lad,* Hamilton 
Hume, and sea-captain, William    
Hovell made their famous overland 
trip from Sydney to Geelong. Their 
brief visit saw the resumption of 
friendly relations with the local       
Aboriginals, and their diary and early 
map of the district record the words 
Jillong (from which the city we live in 
and this magazine draw their names),  
and Corayo, originally the word for 
the land around the bay, but now the 
name of the bay itself (Corio).        
Running short of supplies Hume and Hovell quickly returned to Sydney.^ Their 
diary, which included a glowing description of the land around Corayo was       
published in the Sydney Morning Herald newspaper 9 years later in 1833. After 
reading this report, eager farmers who were on the lookout for better pastures 
made plans to move into the area 2 years later. 

On May 29, 1835 John Batman arrived at Indented Head (now called the           
Bellarine Peninsula), representing the 15 members of the Port Phillip Association 
who were intent on establishing sheep farms on the land so highly praised by 
Hume and Hovell. Nine days later, after receiving a friendly greeting from Aborigi-
nes at the head of the bay (near Williamstown), Batman urged the Aboriginal 
chiefs to put their mark on a document handing over ownership of all the land on 
the western side of Port Phillip Bay to his Association (including modern-day    
Melbourne and Geelong). As explained in previous editions of the Jillong Pocket, 
the British authorities eventually rejected any legal basis for this sale. However, in 
the meantime, the spoils were divided amongst the members of the Port Phillip    

* Currency lad—a term used to describe the first generation of children born in Australia, 
usually the offspring of convicts. Children of free settlers became known as “sterlings.” 
^ See pages 28-29 for further details of the Hume and Hovell expedition to “Jillong.” 

A part of Hamilton and Hume’s map detailing their  
exploration near Geelong in 1824. (The map is drawn 

with south at the top and north at the bottom) Notice 
the word “Jillong” is used as the name for the bay. From 

this word comes the name “Geelong.” 
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 Association. Allocated lands in the 
Corio District were members—
James Simpson, Michael Connolly, 
and William Robertson. 

The land given to James Simpson 
was between the You Yangs and 
Werribee. Another early settler, 
John Helder Wedge ran 2,600 
sheep on his land before it was 
taken over by the Chirnside family, 
who eventually established their 
magnificent Werribee Park Estate. 

Simpson ended up moving further westward to Hamilton where he developed his 
own sheep-raising property. In 1836 he was elected as arbitrator for any disputes 
between white settlers, before being appointed by the government in Sydney as 
magistrate for the Port Phillip District of New South Wales the following year. He 
held various other government positions up to his death in 1857. 

Michael Connolly was granted the land between the You Yangs and 
the Moorabool River. However, after only 12 months he moved to 
Port Fairy. Within 10 years his business interests became insolvent. 
Thus, not all early settlers prospered in the Port Phillip District. 

The third land allocation, between the head of Corio Bay and the 
Barwon River (the land upon which Geelong is built) was given to 
William Robertson. Robertson arrived  upon his land in early 1836, 
but decided to join an exploration party led by Joseph Gellibrand, 
and which included William Buckley as guide. Buckley (who was   
considered a white chief by the Aborigines) claimed the Barrabool 
Hills had been given to him by the local Aboriginal tribe. He judged 
Robertson to be an honourable, hard-working man, and so gave him 
the entire Hills district in addition to his allocation on Corio Bay. 

Although impressed by what he saw in the Geelong District, including parts of the 
western plain, Robertson chose to relocate to Colac, joining Hugh Murray as one 
of the early pioneers in that district. His decision to settle at Colac would appear 
to be based on the guarantee of fresh water from Lake Colac, rather than having 
to place his trust in the uncertainty of fresh water from the Barwon River. Despite 
this, his ownership of the land on Corio Bay and in the Barrabool Hills was        
respected by the wave of new settlers that followed, and they did not occupy his 
land without first obtaining his consent. 

But while all these land claims were based on “gentlemen’s agreements,” all was 
about to change, with a visit from the Governor. . . The story continues in Part 3. 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

The deed of purchase made by John Batman, George 
Mercer, Joseph Gellibrand and James Simpson, and 

“signed” by local Aborigines, dated June 6, 1835. 

 

William Robertson 
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PART 3—John Cowie and David Stead 

In the winter of 1835 John Batman arrived in Port Phillip Bay, “purchased” land 
from the local Aborigines, and divided the spoils among the members of the Port 
Phillip Association (PPA). Other squatters soon followed and either settled in areas 
beyond that mapped out by the PPA, or entered into an agreement with one of its 
members to use the land they laid claimed to. 

A few months later, news of the land grab around Port Phillip Bay reached the 
ears of Governor Richard Bourke in Sydney, and he was having none of it! In a 
proclamation dated September 2, 1835 Bourke declared that “all Persons who 
shall be found in possession of any such Lands as aforesaid, without the License or 
authority of His Majesty’s Government . . . will be considered as trespassers, and 
will be liable to be dealt with in like manner as other intruders upon the vacant 
lands of the Crown within the said Colony.” 

The Governor’s stern words were largely ignored, but they did 
undermine the claim of the PPA to the land, and so, many new 
squatters soon took up residence between Melbourne and     
Geelong. Perhaps the two most notable characters to settle in 
the North Geelong region were John Cowie and David Stead. 

Both Cowie and Stead had accompanied John Batman on his  
initial visit to the Port Phillip District in June 1835. Nine months 
later, in March 1836 both returned from Van Diemen’s Land 
(Tasmania) with their own flocks of sheep, landing them at the 
spot where the small creek (now called Cowies Creek) ran out 
into Corio Bay at North Geelong.* 

After inspecting the area further, they decided to initially settle their flocks on the 
western side of Bell Post Hill, on the fertile Moorabool River flats. Cowie and 
Stead pitched their two-man canvas tent, and turned their hands to planting the 
ground and establishing a more permanent dwelling. 

John Cowie 

*Cowies Creek was the only source of fresh water running into Corio Bay where boats could 
replenish their water supplies, as well as where new arrivals could fill their water containers. 
Cowies Creek served as the main unloading point for boats until the amount of shipping 
grew so large a year later, that the main Geelong port then moved to its current location at 
the end of Moorabool Street. Fresh water was then transported by horse and cart from the 
Barwon River, located 3km overland to the south.  
Today, Cowies Creek enters the bay at Corio Quay, where wood chips and logs are loaded 
onto ships destined for Asian ports. 
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(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

What was an early squatter’s life like? His life was filled with hard work, open 
spaces, primitive tools, simple foods, and mateship. Periods of drought, flood, 
bushfires, insect plague, and troublesome Aborigines were interspersed with 
bumper crops, fresh air, beautiful sunsets, close family life, and fat pay cheques 
from the shipping agents or town merchants. 

Cowie and Stead were accompanied by the von Stieglitz brothers, John and     
Robert. The von Stieglitz family were quite wealthy and paid Cowie and Stead to 
look after their sheep for them beside the Moorabool River, while they travelled 
further inland to stake out bigger land claims for themselves. In time, the four 
men married the sisters or close friends of each other, forming the first early  
families in the North Geelong area. 

A year later, when Governor Richard Bourke made his famous journey through 
the area, the camp of Cowie and Stead on the Moorabool River flats was           
considered the main stationing point for travellers, before setting out to explore 
further afield. Bourke arrived at the camp on the evening of March 11, 1837, 

noting in his diary that a large area to the north of Geelong had 
been recently burnt out by bushfire, but the river valley was 
“fertile and beautiful.” The next day being Sunday (the Christian 
Sabbath day), Bourke read prayers at midday to his party as they 
rested. The next day (Monday) he travelled on to Geelong and 
Point Henry, declaring that a town should be built there. 

Over the next few days Bourke’s party travelled back through 
Anakie, where his dray broke down. They camped the evening 
before another dray came along that they could use. Bourke 
then travelled north through Bacchus Marsh and up to Mount 
Macedon before returning to Melbourne. 

Shortly after this event Cowie and Stead decided to move their 
main camp back over Bell Post Hill and settle the land between 

Bell Post Hill and the landing point at Cowies Creek. Why they made this move is 
not stated. The Moorabool River flooded regularly in those days. Perhaps they 
became early victims of the rising floodwaters, or maybe they longed for more 
frequent contact with the boats that now regularly anchored at the head of Corio 
Bay. Whatever the reason, John Cowie and David Stead are recorded as the first 
permanent settlers in the Bell Park-North Geelong-Corio area. 

In those days the entire area was thickly covered with trees, and until wagon 
wheels scraped out a rough bush track through the scrub, many an early traveller 
became lost looking for Cowies hut. However, there soon arose a landmark that 
was readily visible for all in the vicinity to see . . . and hear. 

In Part 4 the story continues . . . 

David Stead 
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PART 4—The Bell on the Hill 

An early landmark that helped new arrivals to Corio Bay get 
their bearings was the large bronze bell mounted by John 
Cowie and David Stead on top of what became known as Bell 
Post Hill. 

Before leaving Hobart town in March 1836 with their sheep, 
the men purchased the bell, which was cast in Sydney by        
T & M Woolley. While there is substantial evidence that the 
bell actually existed, the reasons for it being placed on top of 
the hill,* along with written accounts involving the bell, have 
been clouded by folklore and legend. However, there       
appears to be two main reasons why Cowie and Stead went 
to the trouble of erecting the bell on the summit.  

The first reason was to inform other settlers in the area that a ship had entered 
Corio Bay. At the time, all of the North Geelong area was covered in thick scrub, 
making navigation across land difficult. It also made views of the bay impossible. 
In addition to those settling on the North Geelong plain, a number of early settlers 
preferred to set up camp closer to fresh water, adjacent to the Moorabool River 
on the other side of Bell Post Hill. The bell served to inform these families of any 
new ship arrivals, which often came with highly sought after news from other 
parts of the Australian colonies, or from England. 

However, at the time the bell was set up in the late 1830’s, Cowie and Stead had 
few neighbours to benefit from this shipping alert. Thus, a second, and perhaps 
more likely reason is given for the bell’s placement—as an warning that hostile 
aborigines were in the area. 

As explained in our earlier account (p.358-359) some of the local Aborigines in the 
North Geelong/Anakie region demonstrated aggressive behaviour toward the 
early European invaders. Personal diaries and records from families who settled in 
North Geelong are dotted with accounts of unfriendly contact with the local 
tribesmen, describing them as “fierce and warlike.” At times the Aborigines only 
demanded that the white settlers share their food, or give gifts of blankets and 
tools. More often they stole sheep and cattle, or dug up vegetables from among 

*Some accounts have the bell mounted in the forked branches of a large tree on top of the 
hill. This seems unlikely, since the name of that location quickly earned the name Bell “Post” 
Hill. Thus, other accounts referring to the bell being supported between two posts seem 
more credible. 

The Bell Post Hill Bell 
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the growing crops. On a few occasions white families were even attacked, as Mrs 
Margaret Hodgson recounted about her mother: 

Margaret’s mother often had visitors from among the blacks to her homestead, 
mostly demanding food. One day in 1840 a large group swarmed the property, 
their demeanour suggesting they wanted more than food. Horrified, she ran to 
grab her baby from the cradle, only to turn around as the Aborigines grabbed her 
little girl who was playing by the door and ran off with her. She screamed and ran 
to find her husband, who had fortunately just arrived home after shooting       
pigeons. Mounting his horse he took 
off after the fleeing blacks. When the 
group saw a man galloping after 
them with gun in hand they threw 
the girl to the ground and fled into 
the bush. From her rough handling, 
the young girl bled profusely from 
the nose, her parents fearful that 
they were unable to stem the flow. 
Finally, the bleeding stopped, and 
the girl was saved, but the family 
was now ever on the alert to the 
location of Aborigines in the vicinity 
from that time onward. 

Similar recorded hostile actions, with guilty parties on both sides, lent weight to 
the claim that the bell was mounted as a warning that aggressive Aborigines were 
in the area. If the bell was rung, white settlers were to grab their weapons, locate 
the source of the hostile activity and help defend their neighbours from any 
attack. However, S. V. Stead, the son of David Stead, writes that, while the bell 
was set up by his father as a warning to shepherds and farmers of approaching 
Aborigines, the bell was never actually used for that purpose. 

Eventually the bell was removed from its position and, according to legend, 
thrown into the Moorabool River, retrieved, and then sent to Hobart to be      
repaired. When it was returned to Geelong it lay forgotten in the yard of           
Strachan, Murray and Shannon for many years, before being unearthed and put 
on display at the Melbourne Public Library. When the Morongo Presbyterian Girl’s 
College was built on top of Bell Post Hill, the bell was presented to the school 
where it hung from 1927 onwards. Since 1996 the site has been occupied by   
Kardinia International College, where the bell resided until being stolen off it’s 
mountings a few years back. Where is Geelong’s oldest icon now??? 

Meanwhile, back in the late 1830’s, large numbers of early settlers continued to 
arrive at Point Henry, in Corio Bay.                   The story continues in Part 5 . . . 

Morongo—home of John Calvert on top of Bell Post 
Hill. (1863) The Morongo Presbyterian Girl’s College 
was established on the property in 1920. The site is 

now occupied by Kardinia International College. 
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PART 5—Prominent Early Corio Families 

Among Geelong’s first explorers and settlers were two sets of 
brothers—Robert and John von Stieglitz, and Thomas, John and 
Peter Manifold. 

Robert and John von Stieglitz were of Irish descent. In fact, their 
grandfather, Christian Ludwig von Stieglitz had been made a    
Baron of the Holy Roman Empire. Despite the prestigious title, by 
1824 when their father Baron Heinrich von Stieglitz died, the      
family, which included six brothers and two sisters, was struggling 
financially. They then decided to migrate to Van Diemen’s Land 
(Tasmania), hoping to improve on their fortunes. 

By the time Robert and John arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in the 
early 1830’s, all land grants offered by the government had been 
filled. After working with their brother Frederick on his property 
near Fingal (80km east of Launceston) for a few years, the two 
brothers began searching after land for themselves. They thus  
became very interested in John Batman’s Port Phillip expedition. 

When John Cowie and David Stead arrived in 
March 1836 with their flocks of sheep to settle in the Geelong 
area, John von Stieglitz was with them. Robert von Stieglitz        
arrived four months later in July, bringing with him 360 sheep, a 
cart, and ex-convict servants. John von Stieglitz returned to Van 
Diemen’s Land, collected his own flock of sheep and landed them 
at Point Henry soon after—his arrival delayed by his marriage to 
John Cowie’s sister, Emma.* 

When John Cowie and David Stead started to establish themselves 
on the Moorabool River, they were assisted by the von Stieglitz 
brothers. However, the two brothers were keen to stake out their 
own properties. Leaving their respective flocks in the charge of 
Cowie and Stead, they travelled northwards, exploring the area 
around Anakie, the Brisbane Ranges, and finally Ballan. It was 
there at Ballan that the two brothers established prosperous 
farms. In the 1850’s both men sold their holdings and returned to 
Ireland where they lived out their lives as wealthy men. 

John von Stieglitz 

Robert von Stieglitz 

Emma von Stieglitz 

Charlotte von Stieglitz 

*John Cowie later married Charlotte von Stieglitz, the sister of Robert and 
John von Stieglitz, in 1842.  
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The Manifold brothers—Thomas, John and Peter—took a different direction. The 
three brothers were the fourth, fifth and sixth sons of William and Mary           
Manifold of Cheshire, England. Thomas was sent ahead of the family to Van     
Diemen’s Land in 1828, and was granted 518 hectares (1,280 acres) on the west 
bank of the Tamar River, near Launceston. Three years later Thomas was joined 
by his parents, three sisters, as well as John and Peter. 

The soil on their allotment was poor, and so they were quick to respond to John 
Batman’s announcement of fine grasslands around the Port Phillip District.    
Thomas was the first to arrive in the area in February 1836, followed five months 
later in July by his two brothers and 340 sheep. The sheep they unloaded from 
the brig Henry at Point Henry* were the first sheep landed at that location. 

The brothers settled at a ford on the 
Moorabool River, adjacent to Cowie and 
Stead’s property. (They named their   
property Manifold’s Ford, but after they 
moved on, the area became known as 
Batesford.) A mud hut with thatched roof 
was soon erected, but with dozens of 
other settlers arriving each month, the 
brothers were anxious to stake out a  
bigger claim for themselves. Two of the 
Manifolds accompanied the von Stieglitz brothers on their explorative journey to 
Ballan in early 1838, but hesitated to form any partnership with them. 

Thus, later that same year Peter and John struck out to the west, eventually    
discovering a beautiful fertile area they named Purrumbete (near modern-day 
Camperdown). While maintaining land at Herne Hill which became known as 
Manifold’s Vineyard, in January 1839 the brothers moved all their sheep to 
Purrumbete, and gradually established the grand estate (about 100,000 acres) 
and homestead that still exists today.  

A few months after the Manifold brothers settled at Purrumbete a neighbouring 
squatter by the name of Frederick Taylor, along with several shepherds in his   
employment massacred 35 aboriginal men, women and children at nearby Mount 
Emu Creek,^ in retaliation for the blacks stealing two of his sheep. There is no 
evidence that the Manifold’s were involved in this blood-thirsty attack, but it    
illustrates the hostile environment with Aborigines initially endured by the three 
brothers. The story continues in Part 6 . . . 

The three Manifold brothers—Thomas, John and 
Peter—with staff at Purrumbete. c.1865 

* Yes, Point Henry was named after the ship, Henry, which maintained a regular shuttle run 
between Launceston and Corio Bay for a number of years. 
^ Now known as the Murdering Gully massacre. 
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PART 6—Squatters: Up to Little River 

During the early days of European settlement in Corio and the area around the 
You Yangs, some squatters made quick fortunes. One of these was William Clarke. 

‘Big Clarke,’ as he was called, arrived in Van Diemen’s Land 
(Tasmania) in 1829 with £2,000 in his pocket, ready to buy land 
on the prospering island. Instead, after hearing of abundant 
grasslands in the Port Phillip District he changed his plans, and in 
1837 moved 2,000 sheep onto land around Little River, including   
Station Peak (the You Yangs). The land was so good for sheep 
farming Clarke claimed he could have easily run a flock of 
15,000—20,000 sheep on his claim. 

The first annual wool clip Clarke took off his sheep was 17½ 
bales. The next year he sold 36 bales, and in the third year 70 
bales, earning him a small fortune. However, other settlers also 

wanted to cash in on the good soil around Corio and on the Werribee Plain. Petty 
arguments about property boundaries became common, since the land was  
simply pegged out by each individual settler, with no accurate surveying, nor   
Government approval. Becoming frustrated by the constant squabbling, Clarke 
moved his flock to an area later named ‘Ballaarat,’ confident he could continue to 
prosper with the knowledge he had gained during his first three years at Little 
River. 

Clarke’s main neighbour at Little River was the Synnot family. Captain Walter 
Synnot arrived in Van Diemen’s Land along with his wife and 9 of their 11 children 
in 1836. The following year, the two elder sons, George and Marcus crossed over 
to Port Phillip Bay and set up sheep runs. George pegged out 10,725 hectares 
[26,500 acres] for himself east of Little River,* while Marcus established his own 
property on Station Peak, sharing it with William Clarke, which suggests he was 
one of Clarke’s initial disputants in the area.  

In 1838 George and Marcus were joined by their two brothers, Albert and  
Monckton, who was only 12 years old at the time. For the next 10 years the 
brothers prospered on the property they named Mowyong (later renamed      
Bareacres). However, by 1852 only Monckton was still working the land, after 
having a stint at the goldfields—first in California, and later in Ballarat.  

By 1855 George Synnot had settled in Geelong and established a business working 

*This area coincides with modern-day Avalon airport, around Limeburners Bay, and the 
land on which the Geelong Freeway is built as it bypasses Little River. 

William Clarke 
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as a Commission Agent.* By 1857          
however, he had gone into partnership 
with Thomas Guthrie as Woolbrokers. 

After a stint in the Wimmera, Monckton 
Synnot moved to Melbourne in 1873, and 
followed in his brother’s footsteps as a 
Woolbroker. His Flinders Wool Warehouse 
was among the first to establish lasting 
trade links with Hong Kong, China and Japan, making him a wealthy man. 

In addition to good grass which was readily available near Geelong, a permanent 
water source was vital for success as an early pastoralist. Apart from Little River, 
the only other reliable water source in the area was Hovells Creek, later renamed 
Duck Ponds (and today called Lara). In 1837 a run as large as 35,000 hectares 
(85,000 acres) was taken up by Thomas Bates and his family in this area. 

Bates had arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1829 on the same boat as William 
Clarke. Initially, a series of failed business decisions threatened to ruin Bates. The 
family’s original farming attempt on 1,000 hectares (2,560 acres) near Launceston 
failed due to ignorance of good farming practise, and their land was confiscated. 
Bates’ wife begged Governor Arthur for more land, and was granted another 260 
hectares (640 acres), but this also failed, with large debts growing.  

It was then they heard of good lands at Port Phillip. Quickly they sold their land to 
a neighbour, raising £4,000 with which they purchased 1,500 ewes at Launceston. 
Leaving his wife and the children behind, Bates took the trip over Bass Strait,    
losing 300 of the sheep to bad weather, drinking salt water, and wild dogs after  
landing at Point Henry. Costing 70 shillings each this was a loss of over £1,000. But 
the family’s fortunes were about to change. 

Arriving at Duck Ponds the original homestead was built where the Lara railway 
station now stands. With the arrival of his family, Bates’ sons, Alfred and John, 
tried their hand at farming on the Moorabool River. The two young 
men took over property abandoned by the Manifold brothers at the 
ford. Batesford is named after these two early farmers, despite the 
fact that they only remained there a few years. 

Meanwhile, farming at Duck Ponds was so profitable for Thomas 
Bates that he was able to pay off all his creditors completely, a thing 
“then rarely done.” What was it like working on one of these early 
sheep stations?               And so on to Part 7 . . . 

George Synnot 

A view of Flinders Peak (You Yangs) in 1847 

Picture: State Library of Victoria 

*A Commission Agent today would be considered a combination of two 
jobs—a Real Estate Agent and a Stock Agent. 
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PART 7—Working on a Sheep Farm Near Geelong 

What was it like working on one of the many early sheep stations that surrounded 
the fledgling town of Geelong? The Bates, who settled at Hovell’s Creek (today 
called Lara) were a typical farming family.  

Just as white settlers had brought their European 
diseases with them to Australia, the domestic     
animals they landed on the southern continent also 
were plagued by disease, along with a variety of 
ticks and bugs which rode as ‘jockeys’ on the 
sheep’s back. The worst of these was sheep scab. 
One of the older Bates boys, John, spent most of 
his working time on the station trying to rid, or at 
least contain the infectious mite with a solution of 
quicksilver (mercury) and turpentine.* By October 
1842 John had successfully eradicated the disease 
but, aware of how contagious the disease was,  
along with his neighbours he inserted an ad in the 
Geelong Advertiser warning others with scabby 
sheep to stay away from his property. [See box] 

Today, farmers work some of the longest hours of 
any occupation in Australia. Half of all farmers work 
more than 49 hours a week. Only 17% of the rest of 
Australia’s workers put in as many hours. One    
hundred and seventy years ago the Bates boys 
were kept busy as well. Thomas Jr. wrote of their 
early experiences: 

“The station work in those days was quite different from what it is now: you kept 
at the tail of the sheep all day from sunrise to sunset, to guard against wild dogs 
and the blacks; then slept beside the sheep in a watchbox 6 feet long by 3 feet 
wide (1.8m x 0.9m), on short legs or wheels, so that it could be moved alongside         
the yards each day. No matter what the weather was, storm or tempest, wet or 
dry, you must be with your sheep. No Sunday, no holidays, one continual           
keep-always-at-it.” 

Beyond doubt the most terrifying day in Geelong’s history^ occurred on February 

* See pages 304-305 for further details on Scabby Sheep. 
^ Pages 298-299 consider “Black Thursday” in more detail. 

Geelong Advertiser Oct 17, 1842 p.3 
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6, 1851, infamously named “Black   
Thursday.” Australia’s worst ever      
bushfire consumed a quarter of the  
entire state of Victoria. Caught up in the 
middle of the tragedy, and barely       
surviving was young Thomas Bates: 

“The thermometer was 127o (officially 
recorded at 117oF or 47.2oC at Geelong, 
and likely only 1-2o hotter at Lara) in the 
shade on the plains, and I had all the 
work to do saving the flocks. Alfred and 
John had got most of the flocks safe, 
except one of my own 3,000 young 
sheep with a German Shepherd. I left them in a safe place, but he was frightened 
and dogged the flocks towards an inlet (Duck Ponds on Corio Bay); got them into 
long grass and the sheep refused to move. 

The fire came down from the Stieglitz and Brisbane Ranges like a racehorse, 
burned the whole lot, and I nearly lost my life trying to save the sheep, and had to 
fall into the inlet.” 

Despite these setbacks many pleasant days were spent on the land. Life was    
simple. Being self-employed brought many freedoms. And the good years added a 
measure of prosperity. It was certainly a better life than the slum housing, poor 
food and factory jobs back in England. News of the great Australian lifestyle 
brought many eager immigrants to Geelong, looking for a better life. 

But would the Government’s Limits of Location spoil it for everybody? Many 
squatters abandoned their properties near Geelong and headed further inland, 
hoping to avoid the clutches of Foster Fyans, the Government magistrate          
ordered to enforce this unpopular NSW land policy at Port Phillip Bay. 

      Find out more in Part 8 . . . 

Engraving by F. R. Sleap of Black Thursday—     
exhausted bushmen and their horses fleeing     

their burning homestead. 
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PART 8—Forcing Squatters to Pay 

The first people to occupy the land around Corio and north to Werribee were of 
course squatters, declared trespassers on British sovereign land in 1836 by the 
government in Sydney.* 

Around the districts of Sydney the         
government had divided the land, first into 
parishes and then counties. The first   
county, Cumberland County, was declared 
as early as June 6, 1788. By 1831 the    
government stipulated that any free 
settler who wanted to take up land in New 
South Wales had to buy it from the       
government, and it had to be located   
within an established county. The law was 
called the Limits of Location, and was 
strictly enforced by the authorities. 

By 1834 the government surveyor-general, 
Major Thomas Mitchell had laid out a total 
of 19 counties that covered an area as far 
north as Kempsey, and as far south as Batemans Bay. The area around Port Phillip 
Bay (at the time still part of NSW), while still under government control in Sydney, 
had not been divided into counties on the surveyor’s map, and thus settlers were 
not permitted to take up land there. 

However, laws are one thing, while the tide of human movement is another. John 
Batman had hoped that the original deed of sale for land that he had obtained 
from the Aboriginal chiefs in 1835 would be accepted by government officials in 
Sydney. They did not. Sensing a huge loss in revenue and authority they declared 
Batman’s piece of paper void. But this did little to deter people with their         
livestock from moving into the Port Phillip area. From 1835 onwards dozens, then 
hundreds, and soon thousands of squatters were busy pegging out land for    
themselves all around Port Phillip Bay, and as far west as Portland.^ How could 
the government wrest back control of the area and enforce government policy 

* There was certainly no acknowledgement of the rights or entitlements of the native     
Aborigines at this time. The British ruled supreme! 

^  When Governor Richard Bourke travelled the area in 1837-38 and declared that a town 
should be established at Geelong, there were already about 400 people living within the 
proposed town boundaries. 

Major Thomas Mitchell’s 1838 map of New South 
Wales, showing the 19 Counties he surveyed around 
Sydney. Fourteen per cent of all land surveyed was 

handed over to the Church of England, and any    
income from those lands went to the church. 
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made in Sydney? Conveniently, they got a lucky break. . . 

Settlement around Geelong and Corio Bay had not gone as 
smoothly as the squatters had hoped. The local Wathaurong and 
Yawangi aboriginals had rightly become resentful at being pushed 
off the land. Hostile skirmishes had broken out, and both blacks 
and whites experienced fatalities. Initially out-numbered, the 
white settlers called on the government in Sydney to provide    
protection for them—and the Governor was only too glad to send 
its representative to Geelong to ‘protect the new settlers’ while enforcing         
government decrees. Foster Fyans was thus appointed police magistrate and   
arrived at Geelong in September 1837. Among his duties of enforcing the peace 
and protecting the whites from Aboriginal incursions, Fyans was also charged with      
collecting annual payments of £10 from squatters, which allowed them to        
continue working their land unimpeded by the authorities—for a while at least. 

It appears that this collection of dues was not a priority for Fyans in the first few 
years of his stay in Geelong, as his time was taken up with more pressing needs 
within the community. However, in 1839 the law and Fyan’s duties were          
clarified, and he started collecting more diligently. In addition to the annual    
grazing fee, further taxes were imposed upon the squatters— 1d. (1c) for each 
sheep, 3d. (3c) for each head of horned cattle, and 6d. (6c) for each horse. 

Squatters were thus given some freedom to cultivate and develop their land, but 
they always knew the time would come when the government would extend the 
Limits of Location to the Port Phillip District, forcing them to buy the land they 
worked on. Those who struggled to make a living knew they would be unable      
to pay, and cashed-up free settlers would end up benefitting from any                    
improvements they made to the land. Thus, many headed away from the 2 main 
towns of Melbourne and Geelong, assuming that these two areas would be the 
first to be caught in the Limits of Location net. And they were right . . . 

In September 1843 the government announced the formation of 2 new           
counties—the County of Bourke (the area around Melbourne and east of the 
Werribee River) and the County of Grant (the area between the Werribee and 
Moorabool Rivers, including the Bellarine Peninsula). Over such a huge area not 
all land-holdings could be finalised at once. Many squatters continued working 
their land by paying the annual fees for a number of years. But by 1849 all land 
within the counties had come up for sale. Those able to pay purchased the land 
they had lived on for up to 14 years. The poor were given one month to vacate. 

The Limits of Location laws ended in 1861, when any untitled land was sold by the 
government for a standard £1 per acre. Part 9 next focuses on how convict labour 
was used in the community . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

Captain Foster Fyans 
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PART 9—Using Convict Labour 

In the first decade of European settlement in the Geelong area, squatters worked 
hard to establish themselves on the land. As living conditions improved          
homesteads were built, properties were fenced in, dams were dug, flocks and 
herds were expanded, and cropping land was ploughed. All of this work required 
heavy labour, and labour for hire was in very short supply. 

For many years the Geelong Advertiser regularly featured the Labour Market 
within its pages, keeping squatters, farmers, and new arrivals abreast of where 
jobs could be found and what labour had newly arrived in the colony. However, 
more manpower was desperately needed . . . and the answer lay with convicts— 
prisoners transported from England. 

Since the First Fleet arrived in Sydney in 1788, convicts were put to work          
establishing the colony of New South Wales. With the arrival in 1837 of Foster 
Fyans as the government police magistrate in Geelong, the way was opened to 
have convicts sent to the Port Phillip district to supplement the labour pool. Soon 
convicts were being assigned to various squatters and farmers within the Geelong 
districts. 

The Masters and Servants Act (1823), passed by the British Government was used 
to control the use of convicts in Australia. The Act was regarded as being heavily 
biased towards employers, designed to discipline employees and repress the   
formation of trade unions. The Law required the total obedience and loyalty from 
servants to their contracted employer, with infringements punishable before a 
court of law, often ending in a jail sentence with hard labour. 

As little as one hour's absence by a servant without permission could precipitate a 
punishment. In fact, in 1840, employees (convicts or free settlers) in Australia 
who left their employment without permission were subject to being hunted 
down under the Bushrangers Act. In the Port Phillip District between 1835 and 
1845, when labour shortages were acute, over 20% of prison inmates had been 
convicted under the Masters and Servants Act for offences including leaving their 
place of work without permission. (They were often found in nearby pubs.) 

What chance did a convict have of pleading his case before the court? The    
Morning Chronicle of Sydney (Sept 27, 1845 p.2) provided this summary of typical 
cases— “. . . It is by no means singular to find the master of the servant sitting in 
his magisterial capacity and trying his own case. What chance then can the       
unfortunate servant have? Alas, none! Alas for justice! none. His accuser is at once 
both judge and jury, and we regret to be obliged to say, but seldom decides 
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against himself.” The paper went on to 
commend the new Masters and Servants 
Act (1845) which at least gave a convict 
servant an opportunity to appeal his   
conviction to an independent magistrate. 

Not that the convicts and ex-convicts 
were all good workers. Far from it! These 
workers frequently gave their masters 
trouble—absconding without permission, 
being drunk on the job, stealing from 
their masters, and being generally lazy. 
Simon Straughton, who owned the       
well-known property Wooloomanata on 
Bacchus Marsh Road at Lara* had two of 
his servants abscond. When re-captured, 
Matthew Reid and Robert Rule were both 
fined 30s. ($3) and ordered to return to 
work. 

How much were workers paid around 
Geelong? In 1849 shepherds and hut-keepers received between £16-£20 ($32-
$40) per annum. Married couples without children or with one or two children 
“out of arms” (not being nursed by their mother) received £30 ($60), while those 
with babies to care for received £5 less. Bullock drivers and good working      
bushmen could earn up to £20 a year, as could farm hands “understanding their 
business.” The rates for housemaids, nursery maids, cooks, and laundresses varied 
from £14 - £20 per year. 

The law remained harsh, especially for convicts and ex-convicts. Even after many 
modifications were made to the Masters and Servants Act over the next 60 years, 
absence from place of work was still punishable by imprisonment of up to three 
months with or without hard labour. There were also penalties of up to £10 (6 
months wages) for anyone who concealed or re-employed a 'servant' who had 
deserted, absconded or absented himself from his assigned duty. 

By the mid-1840s, with convict labour now easing the burden of heavy work, life 
was starting to become much easier for the squatters and farmers in the area 
around Corio and Lara. And with the easier life came free time to pursue          
recreation. How did the early settlers choose to entertain themselves? 

The story continues in Part 10. . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

The unluckiest convicts were considered to be those 
kept in government service. If a convict were a  
government man, he would probably end up in a 
work gang that slaved at rock hewing or road    
building. 
Although living conditions with squatters were often 
dreadful, the assignment generally offered him 
more freedoms, and a chance of a better life. 

* Wooloomanata was eventually purchased by George Armytage who built the homestead 
that still exists today. His story appears on pages 56-57. 
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PART 10—Let The Fun Begin! 

As early settlers around Geelong established themselves, time was found for 
sports and recreation.  One of the most popular early sports was fox hunting (or 
kangaroo hunting, as the early Australians sought more prey).* Hunt clubs were 
formed throughout the colony, and riders met regularly to give their dogs and 
horses a run. Sometimes a week-long carnival would be held, like the one hosted 
by the Corio Hounds, at the start of September 1846. The Geelong Advertiser 
takes up the account: 

“On Monday morning a select field of the Corio sportsmen met Mr Pyke’s party at 
Station Peak (the You Yangs); and on Tuesday morning, a field of no less than  
thirty-six well-mounted and well-appointed horsemen followed the Corio hounds in 
as pretty a run as any reasonable man could desire. 

It was not the good fortune of the whole, however, to be in at the death; although 
they kept well together for the first eight miles. The hounds divided, and both   
divisions killed, the one a fox, the other a kangaroo; the trophies being carried off 
respectively by Mr Pender and Master Fisher… 

Those strangers who may have the good fortune to sojourn this week in Geelong, 
will be constrained to admit that we have not altogether degenerated in this    
remote outstation of Her Majesty’s dominions.” 

While the English enjoyed riding, those who came 
from other parts of the world brought their games 
with them. As early as 1843 Scottish migrants had  
organised Shinty matches, a game similar to modern 
hockey, but with origins dating back over 2,000 years. 
Twenty years later, a group of youths who had        
organised a game of Shinty in the vicinity of Cowies 

The Geelong Field & Game         
Association includes fox drives 
among its hunting activities. The 
Association meets at 7:30pm on the 
first Monday of every month in the 
lunchroom of the Geelong Sale 
Yards in Weddell Road, North     
Geelong. 

* In 2005 fox hunting was made illegal in England, but in 
Australia the sport is still pursued today. The European red 
fox was introduced solely for the purpose of fox hunting in 
1855. As a result, native animal populations have been      
decimated, with the extinction of at least 10 species       
attributed to the spread of the foxes in Australia. 
In the state of Victoria there are thirteen hunts, with more 
than 1,000 members between them. Fox hunting with hounds 
results in around 650 foxes being killed annually in Victoria, 
compared with over 90,000 shot over a similar period in   
response to State government bounties. 
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Creek in North Geelong raised the anger 
of the more conservative citizens in the 
town, who were disgusted to see the 
Sabbath being desecrated (i.e. playing a 
sport on Sunday)! 

The Irish version of the game, Hurling, 
could also be seen among the new     
arrivals in the town. By 1863 a             
competition between teams established in Geelong got underway. At a meeting 
to determine the rules to be followed all parties agreed that: “any player making 
a stroke with his hurley with the intention of doing any bodily harm to an          
opponent, be given up at once to the authorities by the stewards.” And “any  
member appearing on the ground during the progress of the game the worse of 
drink, he shall be expelled [from] the game.” 

Another popular past-time, although usually done on the 
quiet, away from prying eyes, was cockfighting. Contests 
between competing fowls were often organised among 
small groups of enthusiasts behind farm sheds, or in      
backyards. One group of boys were hauled before the  
magistrate “for engaging in an unlawful recreation, to wit—
cockfighting on Sunday. The evidence of a number of little 
boys, some of whom had been prevented from attending 
church by the superior attractions of the ‘rooster’s duel,’ 
showed that… a series of fights took place in the yards of 
the fowl fanciers… The Bench ordered each of them to pay a 
fine of 20s ($2) and 5s (50c) costs, or suffer 24 hours       
imprisonment.” 

Of course, cricket was well established as a game back in England before the early 
settlers came to the Port Phillip District. Among the luggage of new arrivals were 
Duke’s bats and cricket balls. As soon as a sizable piece of ground was cleared 
games were organised. The hot summers and mild winters proved ideal              
conditions for outdoor sports, and many early Victorian settlers excelled, to the 
surprise of English gentlemen who visited the area. 

Within the first 15 years of settlement in the Corio area, farmers and townsfolk 
had carved a good standard of living from the land. However, two events would 
soon change their lives forever. The first—in 1851 gold was discovered at Ballarat. 
The second event had its beginnings the following year... 

The story continues in Part 11 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

A game of Shinty in 1835. 
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PART 11—The First Train Arrives! 

By 1850, European settlers had survived the first 15 years of intense labour     
required to establish themselves in the Corio area. Government sales of land, and 
the allocation of land deeds, provided legitimacy to their original land claims. An 
era of incredible prosperity was about to erupt, with the discovery of gold at   
Ballarat in 1851. Huge crowds of fortune seekers were soon to arrive at Port    
Phillip Bay and, after their lust for gold had worn off, many were content to settle 
in the area as farmers. 

Large landholders around Corio suddenly saw the opportunity for easy income. 
First, they leased sections of their land to eager arrivals, who were keen to get 
good pasture for their farming endeavours. However, it was soon realised that 
the land-owner who sub-divided his land and sold it off, could quickly become 
very rich indeed! And a major event then occurred to provide the landholders 
with the perfect selling point: the Geelong to Melbourne railway.* 

While talk of a railway between Geelong and Melbourne had started before 1850, 
it was in 1852 that a company was formed by private investors to start work on 
the project. In September that year the company appointed engineer, Edward 
Snell^ to survey the course the railway would take. He notes in his diary: 

“Started off for a walk to Melbourne, to examine the country and report on its 
fitness for a railway. Walked over a flat country the whole day crossing Cowie’s 
Creek and the Duck Ponds River (Hovell’s Creek at Lara) and reaching Station Peak 

Geelong Railway Station—as envisioned by Edward Snell in 1854. Only part of the station 
was built according to his plans. Even St Paul’s Church of England (arrowed), under           
construction at the time, did not end up with the spire as originally planned, but a          

square bell tower was added in 1865 instead. 

* For further details of the construction of the Geelong—Melbourne railway see pages     
144-145. 

^ Pages 60-62 detail the amazing life of Edward Snell. 
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 about sunset. Put up at a Public House 
on the Little River, the “Travellers’ Rest” 
rather tired and hungry had a jolly good 
supper and a good bed.” 

The following day he continued on to 
Melbourne, but was back 2 months   
later, using the Travellers’ Rest as a base 
as he surveyed the route of the line from 
Little River to Duck Ponds (Lara). 

Construction on the line commenced on September 20, 1853, and the railway 
company paid the government for 100 convicts (at 5 shillings per prisoner per 
day) to carry out the heavy labour. The convicts were kept on a prison ship which 
initially anchored off Cowies Creek at North Geelong. By November 1, 1856 the 
line had been completed from Geelong to Duck Ponds (Lara) and a twice-daily 

train service began. 

The trains themselves were made in England, and their       
construction allowed for the class distinction of the times. First 
class compartments provided cushioned seats, brass fittings 
and silk curtains. Second class was plain, but comfortable 
enough, although situated over the wheels. Third class was 
very exposed to the elements: “indeed it is feared that those 
who may be unfortunate enough to have to travel in them on 
an Australian dusty hot wind day will wish them rather more 
confined,” wrote one miserable traveller. 

Nevertheless, landholders from Corio to Little River were    
elated! Instead of taking a full day to go to town for shopping 
or business, they could now take the train down to Geelong in 
the morning, and catch the afternoon train back home. Even 
the movement of livestock and farm produce, freighted to the 
port, was much more convenient by train. 

Suddenly, land prices in the area escalated. Land auctioneer,    
J. B. Hutton advertised lots on the river as suitable for country 
residences for persons having business in Geelong or          
Melbourne, due to their proximity to the railway line. To    
emphasize the point he invited interested buyers to take the 

train to the land sales, and even provided lunch for them. 

Soon a number of smaller sub-divided settlements appeared alongside the      
railway line, surrounded by the broad acre farmers. The story continues in Part 
12 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

The planned route of the Geelong—Melbourne 
railway line, as drawn by Edward Snell. The     
section between Geelong and Little River is   

shown in this detail. (1852) 

The prison hulk Sacremento, 
was tied up at Cowies Creek, 

and housed the 100 prisoners 
who built the Geelong—Lara 

section of the railway line. 
Living conditions on-board 

were atrocious! 
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PART 12—The Railway Line Extends to Melbourne 

During the last few months of 1856, and on into 1857, railway construction      
continued northward, from Duck Ponds (Lara) on to Little River, Wyndham 
(Werribee) and eventually Williamstown. 

The massive project provided employment for thousands of men, including for 
those who supplied provisions to the workers on the track itself. For example, in 
August 1856, tenders were called to supply three bullock teams to cart 60,000 
sleepers from where the train stopped at Duck Ponds to the work site up to 8km 
(5 miles) to the north. A few days later tenders were called to supply lighters* to 
ferry 1,000 - 2,000 tonnes of railway materials from the Railway Wharf^ at       
Geelong to Wyndham wharf, 5km up the Exe River (Werribee River).  

One of the first groups to take advantage of the new railway service was a picnic 
party, made up of 70-80 students from the Free Church School and the McKillop 
Street Congregational School in Geelong, along with their guardians. The day was 
spoiled by rain, with the boys and girls forced to shelter at the Robin Hood Hotel 
at Duck Ponds until they could catch the train back into Geelong. 

Despite the inclement weather on this early jaunt, by the time the railway line 
reached Little River toward the end of 1856 picnicking in the You Yangs had      
became a popular past-time. Boys proved their stamina by climbing to the top of 
Station Peak (called Flinders Peak today) while girls searched for wildflowers on 
the broad Werribee Plain. And where people chose to relax and spend their     
hard-earned money, businesses were soon to follow. 

By the following Easter-time (1857), Henry Nickless, of the Bowling Green Hotel at 
Little River, had started to cash in on the popularity of the picnic spot by enticing   
picnickers to his hotel with a twenty-piece band, playing the choicest operatic 

A drawing of one of the earliest trains to ply the route between Geelong and Melbourne. 

 

* Lighter boats: Flat-bottom boats with a shallow draught used to transfer goods from 
ocean-going ships over shallow water to shore. 

^ Now rebuilt and renamed Cunningham Pier. See pages 104-106. 
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music of the times. Adding to the entertain-
ment, Nickless organised a Grand Pigeon 
Match* every day. Blue Rock Pigeons were 
provided for contestants at 1s. 6d. (about 
15c) a head, and prizes to the value of £100 
($200) enticed the visiting gentlemen to part 
with their money. 

By the middle of 1857 the railway line had 
been completed up to Williamstown, and 
the line to Geelong was officially opened on 
June 25. Within the first 3 months of         
operation 2,622½ passengers had made the  
journey between the 2 towns. 

At the time, the area between Williamstown and Melbourne was a vast swamp 
with the Saltwater River (Maribyrnong River) running through it. As a result, to 
complete their journey to Melbourne, railway commuters had to catch a ferry 
service 10km up the Yarra Yarra River. It would be another 18 months before the 
section over the Saltwater River was completed and travellers could ride directly 
from Geelong to Spencer Street, Melbourne with three trains running daily. 

One of the side-effects of this new railway were attempts made by entrepreneurs 
to establish new townships along its length. As early as 1853, when construction 
on the line had scarcely begun, one businessman was advertising house lots of 
half an acre each (0.2 hectares) in the township of Armagh, at the eastern base of 
the “beautiful Yowang Hills” (You Yangs). Then, in 1857 building lots were offered 
for sale in the township of Lasswade, to the south of the railway station at Little 
River. Two months later, lots were offered on the other side of the railway line 
from Lasswade, in the village of Rosebank, on land with “beautiful views of the 
You Yangs, easy access to good building stone, firewood, and good soil for market 
gardens.” Other townships advertised between Corio and Little River include   
Ascot, Yowang and Lanercost. 

Needless to say, none of these townships exist today, with most of the lots 
offered in these proposed townships remaining unsold. Despite the lack of      
interest with land buyers, the population in the area continued to grow. By 1861, 
over 2,500 people lived in the area between Corio and Werribee, with there being 
more than 200 more males than females. It was time for them to seek                
representation in local government.     The story continues in Part 13 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

Enjoying a picnic on the You Yangs in 1879. 

Geelong Heritage Centre photo 

* Grand Pigeon Match: A shooting competition, similar to clay-trap shooting today, but 
with live pigeons as targets. 



382 

 

PART 13—The Corio Road Board Begins 

By 1861, the land to the north of Cowies Creek at North Geelong, was no longer 
just inhabited by squatters with their flocks of sheep. Over 2,500 people now lived 
in the area as far north as Wyndham (Werribee). Interestingly, although most had               
established 2, 3, and even 4-room houses for themselves, over one-fifth of the 
population still lived in tents. 

As the population grew, roads needed to be built, schools needed to be             
established, and commercial and industrial interests needed to be allocated land. 
In short, the area needed governance. But local council did not become              
established by a calm, reasoning process. Instead, it rose out of a very heated 
dispute—over a toll gate set up on the Melbourne road near the Ocean Child   
Hotel* in North Geelong by the Board of Land and Works. 

In an attempt to raise funds for much needed road works, the Victorian Colonial 
Government used toll gates to collect fees off road users. However, as pointed 
out at a meeting held on January 8, 1861, the monies raised at the toll gate in 
North Geelong was not being used on local roads, but were being sent to          
Melbourne, where priority was given to roads around the Colony’s capital. In the 
meantime, the main Melbourne road was desperately in need of repair and       
upgrade, especially around Cowies Creek. 

Local land owners, who travelled regularly to and from Geelong were increasingly 
frustrated by the payment required each time they went through the gate. A plea 
to the Board of Land and Works to remove the gate was made, claiming it 
brought financial hardship on farmers north of Geelong. The letter went             
unheeded. But then, another solution quickly presented itself. 

In 1853 legislation had been passed enabling the government to declare any part 
of the colony a ‘Road Board’ and define its limits. Elected by local ratepayers, the 
Board had powers to form and maintain roads and bridges, levy and collect rates, 
and borrow money for capital works.  

Therefore, on April 25, 1861 a meeting was held at the Yowang Hotel (You Yangs 
Hotel), next to the railway station at Duck Ponds (Lara) to establish a Road Board. 
Wealthy farmer and timber merchant, Michael Cummins, who owned 529 acres 
(214ha) at Corio was elected chairman of the board. Levies were set at 6d. (5c) 
per cultivated acre, ½d. (halfpenny) per acre of pasture, and 6d. (5c) for each 

* The Ocean Child Hotel was located on the western side of the railway line on what is now 
the corner of Melbourne Road and Separation Street in North Geelong. 
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house or dwelling. 

But not everyone was happy with the 
idea of forming a Road Board.           
Residents at Little River, and the     
farmers around that town did their 
best to sabotage the entire election 
and levy process. The meeting became 
very noisy, with Little River residents 
insisting that they did not want a Road 
Board nor assessment for levies. 

Up to 95% of Little River residents 
travelled and moved their stock by 
train, with the Geelong—Melbourne 
Railway running directly through the 
town (just as it does today). Why 
should they pay rates, so that farmers 
closer to Geelong could fix up the 
roads in their own area, while Little 
River would receive no benefit       
whatsoever? 

The election went ahead, with the Little River group clearly out-voted by their 
more numerous counterparts from around Duck Ponds and North Geelong. 
Claims were made that some voters had even raised both their arms during the 
count, to ensure the Road Board was established! Subsequently, official protests 
were lodged with the Colonial Government. Only after receiving reassurance that 
monies raised would be spent within the Parish boundaries where they came 
from, did the group relent, allowing the newly formed Corio Road Board to swing 
into action with an estimated revenue of £1,570 during its first year. 

The first thing the Corio Road Board did was remove the annoying road toll beside 
the Ocean Child Hotel at North Geelong. In fact, the toll house, when relocated, 
became the first “Corio District Road Board Office.” Inside could be found 8      
common chairs, 1 good armchair, 1 large table, 1 pair of brass candlesticks, 2   
inkstands, and lath window blinds over the windows. Perfectly comfortable for 
the times! 

As elected Board members breathed a sigh of relief, little did they realise that 
their biggest hurdle still lay ahead of them, as they went toe-to-toe with the 
wealthy landowners in the District. The issue? Gates, gates, and more gates! 

The story continues in Part 14 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

The Corio Shire formed in 1861,  which included the 
township of Little River 

Corio 

Lara 

Little River 
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PART 14—Removing the Road Gates 

By 1861 the Corio Road Board, forerunner of the Shire of Corio, had become   
established. The 7 members of the Board started collecting rates from local     
landowners, and set about improving services within the community—especially 
upgrading the roads. However, they met with trouble from the very beginning. 

The public road that ran from Geelong to Melbourne* cut through the property of 
some of the largest landholders around Corio and Lara. Instead of fencing their 
properties down both sides of the road, the landholders decided it was much 
cheaper to place a gate across the road at each end of their property. For         
example, the largest landowner, James Austin, set up no less than 6 gates on his 
property along the road. This constant disruption to travellers on horseback or in 
carriages, as well as to the numerous bullock teams proved very annoying. Cries 
of complaint, especially from the cantankerous farmers around Little River went 
unheeded by Austin and the other wealthy landowners. 

As resentment among the smaller farmers grew, the Corio Roads Board wrote to 
James Austin and others, requesting the removal of the gates. The matter 
dragged on for some time until a Mr Morris threatened legal action when his 
horse shied at one of the gates and bolted, destroying the cart and harness.    
Eventually the Board was forced to call for tenders to remove the gates to        
Austin’s property and then tried in vain to recoup the costs from Austin himself. 

While the main road to Melbourne was cleared of gates at this time, the issue 
remained a contentious one on all the secondary roads in the district for over the 
next 70 years. Why? 

One of the main reasons gates continued to be tolerated was that a number of 
the members of the Corio Road Board were large landholders themselves who 
were not prepared to finance the cost of fencing up and down the public roads 
which ran through their respective properties. Prominent and wealthy men,     
including Frederick Armytage at Duck Ponds (Lara) , William Bullivant at Avalon, 
and Simon Staughton near Anakie, generally ignored the pleas from smaller    
farmers and travellers to remove the gates they had set up on public roads. 

In 1870 John Spalding complained that no less than 5 gates and a stone wall    
obstructed the road from Duck Ponds to Sutherlands Creek, 15km to the west. 
Now renamed the Corio Shire Council (in 1864), the local authority sent an       

* While today it is called the “Princes Freeway” to the north of the city limits, it is still locally 
known as Melbourne Road, especially within the boundaries of Geelong’s northern suburbs. 
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engineer to remove the obsta-
cles. However, the manager of 
the property in question, D.H. 
Dow immediately built up the 
wall again and rehung the 
gates. Only after the Council 
threatened legal action were 
the gates and wall removed 
again, this time for good. 

Regulations for the erection of 
fences and gates within the 
Shire were then drawn up 
which still allowed for the 
annoying gates to remain   
under certain conditions. Undoubtedly, the new regulations favoured the          
interests of the Shire members themselves, with Frederick Armytage and his 
property Wooloomanata being one of the main beneficiaries. 

It was only a matter of time before the issue came to a head once more. Due to a 
locked gate on Wooloomanata, the wife of William Beggs was forced to abandon 
her pony and cart and walk home 10km, carrying her young child on her back. 
Right up until 1907 complaints were still being received by the Corio Shire Council 
about gates at Wooloomanata blocking access to public roads. 

Finally, in 1912 the Shire officers could breathe a sigh of relief—not that they had 
finally resolved the ongoing conflict, but rather that all authority for main roads 
was handed over the newly formed Country Roads Board (now VicRoads). The 
problem with gates over public roads continued unabated until as late as the 
1930s, when the Corio Shire requested that the Geelong Harbour Trust unlock a 
gate that blocked access to the beach end of Avalon Road. 

Despite the ongoing tension over road gates, during the first few years of local 
government, the Corio Road Board, and then the Corio Shire Council, performed 
quite admirably, with a number of the initial objectors now praising the good 
work completed in the district. Apart from tolls that remained on the Batesford 
Road (now Midland Highway) and at Fyansford (on the Hamilton Highway) to gain 
income from those primarily heading to the gold fields, the roads were free to 
travel for all locals. And the roads themselves were continually built up and     
improved, to the satisfaction of locals as well as visitors to the area. 

Meanwhile, in addition to the roads, many other duties were gradually delegated 
to local councils, for them to contend with.     Find out more in Part 15 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

With gates placed across the Melbourne Road at regular        
intervals, bullock drivers like the one pictured above outside the 
London Chartered Bank of Australia (now the Rheingold Cellar 

Restaurant at 9 Malop Street, Geelong), would have repeatedly 
stopped to open and close gates as they travelled to town. 
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PART 15—Service to the Community 

The selection process for local council officers was very different 150 years ago 
when compared with today. While councillors were still elected, the positions of  
council secretary, treasurer or engineer were chosen by a tendering process. 

When the Corio Road Board was first established on April 25, 1861, Thomas     
Halliwell acted as secretary during the meeting, and was subsequently kept on as 
secretary of the newly formed Road Board. However, six months later complaints 
were made against Halliwell for not attending to his duties. Halliwell countered 
that, if unable to attend Road Board meetings, he had sent his son along in his 
place. This weak excuse was mocked by the Board members, and it became    
apparent that Halliwell had to resign.  

The Corio Road Board then advertised the position. Instead of offering the job as 
Board Secretary with a set salary, they invited interested parties to tender for the 
job. Nine tenders were received for the position, ranging from £56—£120 per 
year. Typically, they accepted the lowest tender, and Mr. D O’Niel was offered the 
job at £56 per year.  

However, when O’Niel was installed as secretary at the   
October meeting, it was soon discovered that his 
“experience in writing was not sufficient to enable him to 
take down the minutes of the meeting.” When it was       
suggested to him that he should resign, he did so– in 
writing! He was paid £2 for his trouble. Now with egg on 
their faces, the Road Board reinstated Halliwell on his terms 
of £60 per annum, after he agreed to attend all Board 
meetings held on Saturdays and Monday afternoons. Six 
weeks later Halliwell again resigned, this time due to      
accepting a position in Melbourne. Once again interested 
parties were invited to tender for the job of Road Board 
secretary. 

Among the ten tenders received for the position was one from James Blair. His 
tender came in with the second highest figure of £75 per year. Forty-five year old 
Blair was already well-known to the Road Board members as a man of impeccable 
character. Despite his higher tender, this time the Board chose to select their   
secretary based on the tenderer’s reputation and proven track record. James Blair 
was offered the job—probably the best decision the Board made in the first half 
century of its existence.  

James Blair 

Victorian State Library photo 
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James Blair served as Corio Road Board, and later Corio Shire Council secretary for 
the next 41 years, retiring at the advanced age of 86. A more honourable and 
hard-working servant of the community could not be found, and upon his        
retirement Blair was highly lauded for his 4 decades of work. 

Among the early projects overseen by Blair and the Board engineer were         
construction of the Melbourne Road, Bacchus Marsh Road, Anakie Road, and the 
bridge on Melbourne Road over Cowies Creek. (See above) Then, in June 1864 an 
application to change from a Road Board to a Shire was granted by the Victorian 
Colonial Government. New Shire offices were constructed at Duck Ponds (Lara) 
next to the railway station, at a cost of just less than £320. 

With the new name came greater responsibility. Previously roads and bridges 
were the Road Board’s only concern. But now the central government in           
Melbourne started delegating more extensive work. One of these duties, given a 
huge amount of time in council activity, was the 
removal, or control of thistles. An Inspector of 
Thistles was appointed, with powers to prosecute 
landholders who failed to control the weeds on 
their property. More inspectors were later         
employed to monitor the control of rabbits, foxes 
and domestic cats that had gone wild. 

But while the Shire’s duties had diversified, the 
roads still remained their highest priority, and    
crossing the Moorabool River valley proved a     
major headache for many years. Its story is told in 
Part 16 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

The above picture from 1925 shows construction workers heading for home after a days 
work on the Ford factory at Norlane. Although not clearly seen even today, the dip in          
the road is a bridge over Cowies Creek—first built by the Corio Road Board in 1862. 

In 1862 when Fyansford residents 
complained about the toll gate on 
the Hamilton Road, the Corio Road 
Board granted exemption tickets   
to those who paid more than 5 
shillings per year, or if they        
were carting a load of manure! 
Unfortunately, these exemptions 
were later shown to be illegal, and 
the tolls were reinstated. According 
to the locals, until the tolls were 
finally removed in 1878 the whole  
issue stank! 

Courtesy: Geelong Heritage Centre Picture Library 
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PART 16—Conquering the Fyansford Hill 

As early as 1879, Geelong residents pleaded with the Corio Shire Council to build 
a new road from the Fyansford bridge at the Moorabool River on into Geelong. 

The steep sides of the Fyansford 
Hill which ran down to the edge 
of the river, made it very      
difficult to construct a road     
connecting the bridge with   
Aberdeen Street. Thus, for the 
first 95 years of Geelong’s      
history, the only way into     
Geelong from the west was up 
the steep-sided Hyland Street 
(originally named High Street) to 
McCurdy Road, and then down 
Church Street or Autumn Street 
through Geelong West. While 
the minister for Public Works 

acknowledged that no road should have a gradient of more than 1 in 18, Hyland 
Street had a gradient of 1 in 7 which included two very sharp turns near the top. 
The consequences of choosing this steep, circuitous route proved disastrous! 

From the time that Hyland Street was first prepared as a dirt track, many          
travellers lost control going down the hill, with numerous carriages destroyed and 
horses killed. For example, in February 1891 a four-horse wagon loaded with    
timber was being followed down the hill by a three-horse wagon fully laden with 
goods. The brakes on the upper wagon failed, and the resulting collision between 
the 2 vehicles left two horses dead, another badly injured, and both wagons    
completely smashed. Fortunately the drivers were unharmed. But that was not 
always the case. At least 7 human lives were lost going down the hill, along with 
countless other travellers seriously injured. 

Especially after 1890, when the cement works opened on top of the hill, heavy 
traffic constantly chopped up Hyland Street. All vehicles coming down the hill 
were forced to travel on the wrong side of the road, with drivers using the stony 
surface under the wheels as a rough brake to slow the carriage. However, once 
control was lost, a loud shout sounded by the driver to “get out of the way” was 
the only warning of the impending disaster. The only way the travellers on the 
lower section of road could survive the destruction was to turn their horses 

Fyansford in 1910. The 3-arches Monier bridge over the 
Moorabool River was built in 1900. It now serves as a foot-

bridge for pedestrians, while the current bridge, built in 1970, 
is located just to the right of the picture above.  

Hyland Street 

Moorabool River 

Fyansford Hotel 
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around and gallop to the bottom of the hill, 
hopefully out-running the out-of-control vehicle 
roaring down on top of them. 

Desperate locals pleaded with the Corio Council 
to do something. The Geelong Cement Company even donated money to the 
Council to go toward improving Hyland Street, or to construct a deviation road. 
But apart from lots of meetings and discussion, nothing happened. 

Then, in 1914, the Country Roads Board (CRB) recommended that it should be 
possible to connect the road at Fyansford with Aberdeen Street, at the corner of 
Minerva Road. They suggested that, if the Corio Shire handed over authority for 
the proposed deviation road, the CRB would designate it a ‘main road’ and would 
take responsibility to construct and maintain it. Despite this gratuitous offer, the 
Corio Shire still did nothing, unwilling to give up part of their authority. 

Finally, during the Great Depression years of 1931-2 money was given to the CRB 
by the Unemployed Relief Fund to build the Deviation Road, as it is still called   
today. Cut into the hillside and originally constructed from concrete, the road was 
opened in 1933. That same year, Hyland Street became one of the very first 
sealed (asphalted) roads in Geelong.  

With bridges being constructed over the Moorabool River in 1854 (tolled until 
1877), 1900, and finally in 1970, the western approach to Geelong has become 
much safer. Despite this, Deviation Road continues to be a cause of traffic         
congestion, and with new housing estates opening up at Fyansford, we will have 
to wait and see how VicRoads chooses to increase traffic flow around the narrow 
curves. 

While the Corio Shire busied itself with roads, bridges, tolls, and                          
other community services, it 
should not be forgotten that 
the area to the north          
and west of Geelong was 
mainly farmland. Clearing the 
scrub, tilling the soil, raising 
livestock, repelling animal 
diseases and flies, were all 
part of the Corio farmers life. 

The story continues in Part 
17 . . . 

(Story with help from Ian Wynd’s 
book So Fine a Country) 

Monier Bridge 

Hyland Street 

Deviation Road 

Hamilton Hwy Bridge 

An aerial view of Fyansford today. With Deviation Road as well as 
the original Hyland Street both constructed as modern sealed 

roads, the western approach to Geelong can now be made safely. 
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PART 17—The Farmer’s Famine or Feast 

While the Corio Shire busied itself with 
improving roads and bridges, it has to be 
remembered that, apart from a few small 
hamlets, the area to the north of Geelong 
remained a rural farming community for 
all of the 19th century. 

In 1854, the Moorpanyal Parish, which 
today is basically what we call North     
Geelong and Geelong West* had a total of 
31 farmers tilling the soil and raising      
livestock. However, as the population 
around Geelong grew, more and more 
took to farming. Over the next 3 years the number of farmers quadrupled, and 
intensive crop growing began supplying an abundance of fresh food to Geelong, 
as well as cereal grains to the whole colony. 

The soil on the flat North Geelong plain, and especially up over the hills at Lovely 
Banks was generally free of stone and quite fertile. After the scrub was cleared, 
locals enjoyed a number of good crops, with wheat harvests up to 28 bushels per 
acre (1.8 tonnes/hectare).^ In districts located further away from the town of 
Geelong soil was not as fertile, but farmers could still make a good living from the 
land. Up until 1860 farmers were reporting crops being “as fine and abundant as 
could be desired.” 

But as they were to learn, the good years that farmers enjoy here in Australia are 
regularly interspersed with bad years caused by drought, storms, bushfires and 
flood. And if the weather did not work to beat them, insects and plant diseases 
ravaged crops. Soon ‘Blight’ (diseases that caused plant leaves to turn brown and 
die) started being reported through the Geelong districts on a regular basis. Flying 
beetles stripped any sign of leaves off the trees, and wet winters led to wheat leaf 
rust, a plant disease that reduces yields by up to 20%. Caterpillars destroyed root 
crops, and thistles competed for nutrition in the soil. 

Over time, excessive farming reduced soil fertility, and hence crop yields         

S.T. Gill’s 1864 painting of a farmer heading for 
home after tending his flock in the field. 

* Moorpanyal Parish boundaries were—the Barwon River to the south and west, Latrobe 
Terrace and Corio Bay to the East, and Purnell Road to the north. 

^ By comparison, over the last 10 years in Victoria, even with modern fertilization wheat 
crops have yielded between 0.75 and 2.5 tonnes per hectare. 
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plummeted. ‘Pleuro pneumonia’ began devastating cattle numbers. The lure of 
the gold-fields made finding labourers nearly impossible. Even tourists to the area 
were caught picking fruit off the trees, adding to the despair of local farmers and 
their hard-working wives. By 1864 conditions had become so bad that farmers 
were abandoning the land in droves! The hardier sort battled on... 

By 1870 a noticeable shift in fortunes once again took place. Geelong townsfolk 
noticed how quiet the local farmers had become, a sure sign, as the Geelong      
Advertiser noted, that things were looking up on the land. Local resident, Mr. 
Staughton, enjoyed a wheat crop of over 60 bushels per acre (4 tonnes/hectare), 
and he described his barley crop as “magnificent.” Horses and cattle were in fine 
condition and every farmer was jubilant! 

Over time, farmers learned to get the best 
out of their land. As the towns of            
Melbourne and Geelong increased in size 
demand for hay, (used for bedding and 
animal feed), led to many changing from          
seed cropping, to growing grass. Close          
proximity to Geelong and the railway made 
growing and carting hay just as lucrative 
and far less risky than grains or vegetables. 

Despite the ongoing risks, farmers learned 
from trial and experience how to provide a 
good income from their labours. But, above all this, there was one exceptional 
trait shown among local farmers that contributed to their success—their desire to 
support one another. 

For example, as early as 1854 the following notice appeared in the press: “We, the 
undersigned residents on and about the Little River, and Station Peak, do promise, 
that in case of any bushfire commencing in our neighbourhood, that we will each 
immediately on seeing or hearing of it, proceed to the spot, and assist in putting 
out the same; or we will send as many persons we can possibly spare without  
delay.” The newspapers of the following decades recount numerous stories of 
farmers racing to the rescue of neighbours in desperate need. 

It is a human trait still witnessed today when tragedy strikes our nation. When 
bushfire, floods, and drought do their worst, we fail to notice the colour of our 
neighbour’s skin, the accent in his voice, the size of his bank account, or the   
country he came from. He and his family need our help, and we give it willingly. 
May we never lose this most noble of characteristics, clearly observed among our 
forefathers around Geelong from the early days. 

Next month the story continues . . . 
(story with help from Ian Wynd’s 
book So Fine a Country) 

Loading hay onto the cart before heading to town 
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PART 18—Vineyards and Wineries 

During the 1840s a number of immigrants arrived from Switzerland, keen to     
continue their love of good wines. Hoping to buy land after arriving in the Port 
Phillip District, they discovered that around Melbourne preferential treatment 
was being given to those with a British background. After moving to Geelong, they 
found the Moorabool River Valley around Batesford and Fyansford perfectly      
suited for their needs—and much cheaper as well! 

Inviting other Swiss to join them, soon the Barrabool Hills, and Moorabool Valley 
hamlets were filled with hard-working, German-speaking vignerons (vineyard 
growers). One observer noted: 

“From the top of Fyansford hill a spectacle presents itself calculated to afford 
pleasure to the lovers of farming and gardening pursuits. Immediately beneath, 
and overhanging the Moorabool river, is a vineyard and fruit garden containing 
about 9,000 vines, which are propagated on three acres (1.2 ha) of land.” 

Perhaps the best known vine grower and wine maker in the district 
was James Henry Dardel, who arrived from Switzerland in 1840, 
leaving his wife behind in Europe. By 1863 Dardel had settled down 
at Batesford and started to establish his own vineyard between what 
is now called Dog Rocks Road and the Moorabool River. His farm 
consisted of 12 acres (5 ha) of vines, growing varieties such as      
burgundy, hermitage, chasselas and tokay.* He also planted 25 acres 
(10 ha) of orchard.  

Dardel employed many new immigrants on his farm, supplying them 
with clothing and boots, which they each had to pay for through 
work before receiving any money in wages. While that may have 
sounded harsh, the workers didn’t seem to mind, especially when 
they also received a bottle with their own number on it, to be placed on a rack 
outside the cellar door, which was then filled each morning and afternoon with 
wine for the men to enjoy. Many Swiss farmers got their start on Dardel’s farm. 

By the 1870s vignerons in the Corio District were producing considerable        
quantities of wine, often to be exported back to Europe or to the other colonies. 

James Henry Dardel 

* Today, unless grown in the same region of Europe from which the wine gets its name, 
wines are now known by the grapes that produce them: For example, Burgundy was 
made from Pinot Noir grapes, Hermitage from Syrah grapes, Tokay from Furmint grapes, 
while Chasselas comes from grapes of the same name. 



393 

 

In November 1872 the Geelong Advertiser reported that one shipment left      
Geelong’s shores with much fanfare: 

“A novel and pleasing sight was witnessed by early risers yesterday morning, when 
the whole of Mr. Webster’s last year’s wine was conveyed to a steamer by himself 
and neighbours in seven or eight large wagons. 

The casks were tastefully decorated with cypresses, myrtles and other shrubbery, 
and many people who saw the steamer after these had been put on board must 
have wondered what made her look so unusually green.” 

While the soil and climate around Geelong proved to be beneficial to the vine 
growers, they did not have it all their own way. Submissions sent to the            
government to allow the vignerons to add distilleries to their vineyards were    
continuously rejected. The wine-makers (and the colonial government) also had 
to endure the many hostile protests from the Temperance Societies, who aimed 
to reduce or ban alcohol consumption in the Geelong community altogether. 

While annoying, these setbacks were minor compared with the worldwide spread 
of the vineyard pest phylloxera.* In November 1876 phylloxera was detected in 
chasselas vines at Fyansford—the first outbreak on Australian soil. After            
numerous unsuccessful efforts to eradicate the problem, in 1881 the Department 
of Agriculture ordered that all vines within a 32km (20 mile) radius of Geelong had 
to be pulled out and burned. Ex-vignerons persisted at Batesford, concentrating 
on their orchards. Eventually these too proved unviable, as large-scale orchards 
became established further inland in the Goulburn Valley near Shepparton. 

It would not be until 1970 that vineyards for wine growing recommenced around 
Geelong. Today, without the threat from phylloxera, local vignerons are winning 
awards at the biggest wine shows in the country—testament to the great         
wine-growing region we call home. 

The story continues in Part 19 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

* See the May 2014 edition of the Jillong Pocket for more details of the phylloxera spread 
around Geelong. 
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PART 19—Exploiting the Sea 

While most who lived in the Corio/Lara area in the early days contented         
themselves with establishing farms on land, others turned to the waters of Corio 
Bay to earn their living. 

Early industries included the collection of seashells, which were crushed and then 
sold as fertiliser to farmers. Others collected seaweed which was dried, baled, and 
sent to Melbourne where it was used as stuffing by upholsterers, especially in 
mattresses. One consignment dispatched from Duck Ponds (Lara) railway station 
in 1874 was for 35 bales of seaweed, each worth £2 10s ($5 dollars). Other      
seaweed bales were sent by boat to Melbourne, or to the Portarlington Mill which 
had stopped milling flour in 1874 and started processing seaweed for use by    
upholsterers, as well as for insulation.  

Perhaps the most adventurous of the early attempts to ‘make a living from the 
sea’ was that made by Major Richard Heath. In 1871 Heath applied for, and was 
granted a 14 year lease on an area west of Bird Rock in Corio Bay to establish  
oyster beds. Forming a private company, the £1,000 capital raised was used to 
purchase 10,000 spat (baby oysters) from Stewart Island (in New Zealand) along 
with boats and related gear. An  initial area of 150 acres (60ha) was seeded with 
the oysters in 5 beds, with a 30 acre (12ha) fattening reserve, all well protected 
from the elements. The Geelong Advertiser hailed the experiment: 

“It is quite evident that a new industry of considerable importance, and fraught 
with pleasurable anticipations of a time when the dainty bivalve shall be cheap 

Bird Rock 

Corio Bay 

Heath’s initial oyster beds 

Cowies Creek 
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and plentiful, has been initiated. When complete success has been achieved in 
oyster culture, it will be subject to wonder that so long a period elapsed before so 
useful and desirable addition to our luxuries had been acclimatised in our various 
bays.” 

After hearing of Heath’s venture, others saw the potential to 
make lots of money from the popular mollusc, and soon the 
Geelong Advertiser was moved to comment that “Oyster beds 
are becoming quite the rage,” in Corio Bay, when applications 
were received to extend the spawning beds to the southern 
side of the bay. Not only were the oysters in demand for their 
tasty flesh, but the shells were a highly sought after source of 
lime, for use in the cement industry. 

Meanwhile, Richard Heath had overcome some of the initial 
difficulties of learning the new industry, and by 1876 had 
even extended his oyster beds as far as Cowies Creek,          
confident that there was “every prospect of the venture    
turning out a success.” But it was not to be. 

Eight years later, in 1884, newspaper reports confirmed the 
demise of the oyster industry in Corio Bay. Why? The main problem appears to 
have been water pollution. It would be another 33 years before Geelong’s        
sewerage system was commissioned. Meanwhile, Geelong’s population of 19,000 
(in the mid-1880s) poured all their toilet and waste into the gutters, which flushed 
either into the Barwon River or Corio Bay. The oyster industry had been doomed 
from the very start! 

Never-the-less, some hardy oysters still managed to mature. In 1884 at least a 
dozen large oysters were dredged up with silt during deepening works around the 
Railway Pier (now Cunningham Pier) and Moorabool St Pier. While observers of 
the times lamented the premature demise of the oyster industry, only very brave 
(or foolhardy) seafood lovers would have attempted to consume the polluted 
oysters, no matter how good they looked! 

An avid fisherman, Major Richard Heath started other commercial fishing 
attempts, using Geelong as a base. In 1877 he established the Deep-sea Fishing 
Company and tried to raise capital of £250 to perform a 2—3 month trial to find 
the most suitable fishing spots in Corio Bay, where fish could be caught in payable 
quantities. Nothing more in the newspapers is to be heard about the determined 
Major, but today local fisherman still delight to cast into the waters off Avalon 
Beach in Corio Bay, and reel in the King George Whiting and Snapper that         
frequent the old oyster grounds.      The story continues in Part 20 . . . 

Major Richard Heath 
1st Geelong artillery 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

Geelong Heritage Centre Photo 
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PART 20—Lime, Bricks & Cement 

While farming proved to be the mainstay of early Corio residents, it was not long 
before it was realised that the area had other valuable assets, generating          
excellent incomes for those prepared to work hard. 

The gold rush years during the 1850s had eventually brought huge population         
increases to both Geelong and Melbourne, raising demand for building            
products—timber, bricks and lime. The Corio area had large reserves of all three, 
and soon businesses were established to supply the ever-growing building         
industry with these basic materials. 

The first LIME* discovered in the area was at the mouth of Hovells Creek, in what 
is now appropriately named Limeburner’s Lagoon. By 1864, three men had       
established lime burning operations in the area. Of course, they wanted to extract 
the easiest accessible lime first, which at times ran under newly formed roads. In 
1865 the Shire engineer reported that he had to restrain a Limeburner from     
digging into a road outside of Lara. Over the next 50 years the Corio Shire had to 
deal with persistent applications from Limeburners wanting to extract lime from 
under made roads. 

At the start of the 1870s about 80 tonnes of lime was being sent by rail to         
Melbourne from Duck Ponds (Lara) each week. However, in 1874 lime from 
around Lara was judged as being better than Geelong lime, and was approved for 
use on government projects. Within months, demand for Duck 
Ponds lime quadrupled! New kilns needed to be built, and    
woodcutters were in high demand to keep the fires burning   
inside their bellies. 

In 1875, the Melbourne Builder’s Lime and Cement Company 
built a new kiln costing £300. It was soon producing 450 tons per 
month, but could still not keep up with demand. The railways        
reported sending 30 tons of lime each day to Melbourne and 
soon anyone with lime deposits on their property appeared to be 
opening a quarry and building kilns. By 1891 there were 13 
Limeburners operating around Lara. However, the lime deposits 

The limeburner  bollard 
at Limeburners Point. 

* Lime: The main ingredient in cement, but also used as an important 
ingredient in the production of plaster, whitewash and mortar.           
The tanning industry also used lots of lime as a reagent for the        
neutralization of acid. Lime was also used in sewage treatment. 

    For more details about lime burning, see pages 262-263. 
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eventually became harder to find, and today only one lime quarry still operates in 
the area. 

From the earliest days in Geelong, demand for BRICKS saw industries established 
on clay deposits in South Geelong and at Kildare (at the top of Pakington Street, 
near Church Street). Before the Geelong Gas Company established their tanks on 
the site, a major brickworks was established beside the North Geelong railway 
station—on what is now the station carpark. As these deposits became depleted, 
new clay deposits were located in North Geelong and by the mid-1860s brick kilns 
were belching out smoke up and down Church Street, out west on McCurdy Road, 
and as far north as Bacchus Marsh Road.  

In 1872, there were 7 brickyards in the North Geelong area, 
employing 20 men and producing over 1 million bricks per 
year. Bricks were sold at 30s. ($3) per 1,000, rising to £2, 2s. 
($4.20) per 1,000 during peak demand.* 

Production rose to over 3 million bricks in 1891, from 9    
manufacturers employing 30 men. However, the depression 
years of the 1890s caused production to decline. The start of 
the 20th century saw brick production rise again, and the 
Corio Brick Works built a new kiln to turn out 100,000 bricks 
per annum to meet demand. While customers were then 
easy to find, labour problems continued to plague the       
business since it was noted that “younger men find the work 
too strenuous and irksome.” By 1918 the brickworks had to 
close when clay deposits in the area ran out.  

Brickworks continued to operate in North Geelong right up to 
the 1950s, but as clay deposits became depleted and           
suburbia began to encroach upon the area they all closed. A 
new brickworks opened at Anakie in 1960, and still operates today, specializing in 
the popular antique red-blue bricks. 

Of course, the largest mining operation in the area of the Corio Shire was the 
Geelong Cement Works, at Fyansford. Started in 1888 when Richard Taylor       
discovered the huge limestone deposit there, the Cement Works became very 
well-known, with the factory’s 3 chimneys on top of the hill being visible all over 
the city. The site closed in 2001, after much of the machinery was deemed        
obsolete and unprofitable. The full story of the Geelong Cement Works appears 
on pages 193-195.      The Early Days of Corio’s history concludes in Part 21 . . . 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

Grundell Brickworks in    
Britannia Street, Geelong 

West. c.1925 

Museum Victoria photo 

* Today bricks cost about $1 each—about 250 times the price paid back in the 1870s. 
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PART 21—And Into the 20th Century 

In this brief history of the Corio and North Geelong area, we have focussed on the 
19th century. Men and women worked hard to establish new lives for themselves 
after fleeing the slums and other hardships found in Europe. A high standard of 
living was achieved by our forbears, with freedoms to worship, earn money,    
invent, play, and raise families in a climate of fresh air, open spaces, good          
education, while supported by a community spirit with strong principles. 

As the Corio community entered the 20th century, industry continued to provide 
jobs and prosperity for many. We would like to briefly mention a few, since their 
early beginnings can often still be traced to our day: 

Slaughterhouses: From the 1870s meatworks were     
established to process the vast number of animals being 
raised on farms around Geelong. Perhaps the most well-
known of the early abattoirs was Mathews Brothers 
Meatworks, which covered nearly all the area north of 
Purnell Road and out to where the freeway is today. 
Their homestead was located, perhaps unsurprisingly, in 
Matthews Road. MC Herd, on Bacchus Marsh Road    
operates an abattoir on the same site today. 

Geelong Freezing Works: As early as 1893 interest was shown in establishing a 
freezer works at North Shore, to ship frozen meat to England, where demand for 
meat was very high. Initially named The Western and Wimmera Freezing         
Company, the factory was opened in 1896 at the mouth of Cowies Creek on Corio 
Bay, on land leased from the Geelong Town Council. Over 700 sheep carcasses 
could be processed daily, before being loaded on to ships bound for Europe. The 
skins were sent to the tanneries on the Barwon River at South Geelong, while the 
tongues and kidneys went to Melbourne where 
they were tinned. The site is now piled high with 
woodchips, destined for Japan and Korea. The 
Geelong Harbour Trust built the Corio Freezer 
Works on the opposite side of Cowies Creek in 
1909. The site is now occupied by the Geelong 
Grain Terminal. 

The Geelong Gas Company: Established in 1859 on 
what is now the carpark of the North Geelong    
railway station, on May 3, 1860 the first gas lamp 

Mathew Brothers Meatworks 

Geelong Gas Works at North Geelong 
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was turned on, replacing the need for Sperm Whale oil. The site generated gas 
from burning wood, and then later from burning coal. After 111 years in            
production the Gasworks was replaced with natural gas in February 1971. 

 The Oriental Timber Company: In 1909 this massive saw mill was built at North 
Geelong on what eventually became Ford Factory land (and now where the     
Godfrey Hirst Factory is, near the overpass). The mouth of Cowies Creek was 
deepened, and a tunnel under the railway constructed to allow boats to enter the 
site with loads of logs ready to be milled. A log pond was excavated to hold the 
logs until they could be processed, with the soil from the pond transported to the 
other side of Melbourne Road to build up the banks of Cowies Creek, behind 
where McDonalds is today. On April 13, 1909, when about half the factory had 
been constructed, a missive gale blew the timber buildings over, killing 2 workers 
and injuring 10. The factory was rebuilt, but eventually closed in 1919. 

Federal Woollen Mills: In 1909 compulsory 
military training was introduced in Australia. 
All these new soldiers needed uniforms, and 
hence a number of woollen mills were              
established by the government, including the 
Federal Woollen Mills at North Geelong, in 
Mackey Street. Construction was slowed by 
the start of WWI, but it was eventually 
opened in 1915. About 1000 workers were 
employed at its peak in the early 1970s, after 
being bought out by Classweave Federal    
Industries. It closed around 1980. 

The Ford Australia Factory: No doubt North 
Geelong’s largest employer since the late 1920s. Construction of the factory was 
started in 1925 while assembly of motor cars commenced at the wool stores at 
Western Beach (now the Deakin University campus). The Ford factory at Norlane 
has dominated activity around the area for the past 90 years. Suburbs, including 
Norlane and Corio have been built to house workers at the factory, and hundreds 
of smaller businesses have thrived on providing the car-making giant with support 
services. It is slated to close by 2017. 

Other prominent businesses have also become established in the area—the     
Geelong Grain Terminal, the Pivot Fertiliser Plant, the Midway Woodchipping Site, 
and of course the Shell Refinery. The whole area is now filled with suburbs of   
people who proudly call Geelong home and who may, one day in the future,    
recount to their own grandchildren their own early days living in Geelong. 

(story with help from Ian Wynd’s book So Fine a Country) 

A 1955 aerial view of the Pilkington Glass 
factory (foreground), the Federal Woollen 

Mills (in the middle), and the Geelong Grain 
Terminal (at the rear). 
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Botanic Gardens  48, 49, 110, 138, 213,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bourke, Richard (Governor)  19, 20, 22, 30, 32, 

110, 362-363,  
Brain, Congestion of the  295,  
Brandt, Lewis  95, 181,  
Breakwater, The  32, 100-101,  
Breamlea  27, 74, 80,  
Brickworks  238, 397,  
Bridges  114, 115, 128, 180-181, 196, 197, 246, 

274, 279,  
Bright & Hitchcock’s (store)  64, 66, 67, 136-137, 

302, 324,  
Bright, William  136, 137,  
Brisbane (Governor)  28,  

Index 
(Main articles on each subject are noted in Bold Type.) 
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Brisbane (town)  30,  
Brougham Street  42, 54, 106, 107-109, 218, 347,  
Brown, Florence  348-350,  
Brownlow, Charles  84-85,  
Buckley’s Falls  253   
Buckley, William  8, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 26-27, 361, 
Buck’s head Inn  276, 277,  
Bunce, Daniel  48-49,  
Bungett (Aborigine)  10, 15,  
Bushfire  391,  
Butcher  344,  
 
C 
Calcutta (ship)  26, 358,  
Capital Punishment  188, 257,  
Carousel  244,  
Catholics  125, 142, 143, 284, 312, 330, 336,  
Cement Works, Geelong  115, 124, 193-195, 397,  
Cemeteries- 

East Geelong  33, 35, 55, 97, 168-169, 200,  
Herne Hill (Western)  43,  

Cerberus (ship)  325, 326,  
Cheetham Salt  103, 198, 237,  
Childe Harold (boat)  256, 257,  
Child Labour  190, 191, 199, 202,  
Chilwell  318-321,  
Chilwell Gold Mining Co.  69,  
Chirnside, Thomas  144, 178, 179, 361,  
Chloroform  348-350,  
Church of England  55, 117-119, 169, 336,  
Clark, Frederick  314-316,  
Clarke, William  368,  
Clock Tower, Austin  120-123, 203,  
CML Building  121, 228,  
Coat of Arms, Geelong  354-355,  
Cobb & Co.  112, 159, 261, 289-291, 292,  
Cockfighting  377,  
Coffee Palace  109, 239,  
Colac  17, 44, 148-149, 361,  
Collins, David  8, 358, 
Commercial Inn  286, 287,  
Connolly, Michael 361,  
Consumption (see Tuberculosis) 
Convict Labour  100, 101, 104, 126, 145, 159, 188, 

260, 374-375, 379,  
Corayo (see Corio) 
Corio  22, 35, 57, 360,  
Corio Bay  28, 358, 394-395,  
Corio Bay Rowing Club  84,  
Corio Distillery  236-237,  
Corio Foundry  68,  

Corio Oval  85,  
Corio Quay  232, 233,  
Corio Road Board  382-383, 384-385, 386-387,  
Corio Street  64, 286, 301, 302,  
Corio Terrace (see Brougham Street) 
Corio Villa  162-163,  
Coryule (property)  21, 37, 275,  
Court House, Geelong  266,  
Cowie, James  34-35, 286, 287,  
Cowie, John  362-363, 366,  
Cowies Creek  35, 387,  
Cowkeepers  156, 157,  
Cow, Mad  306, 307,  
Crawcour, Zillah  116,  
Creamery  206-208,  
Cremorne Hotel  320, 321,  
Culgoa (ship)  167,  
Cummins, Michael  382,  
Cunningham Pier  104-106,  
Customs House  110-111,  
 
D 
Dalgety & Co.  186, 187,  
Dalgety, Frederick  186, 
Dardel, James Henry  392,  
de Balk, Eugen  80,  
de Carteret, Mrs  83,  
Delirium Tremens  271,  
Dennys, Charles John  50-51, 185, 186,  
Dennys Lascelles  51, 105, 108, 186,  
Derwent Company, The  18, 19 
Deviation Road, Fyansford  389,  
Devine, Ned  290, 291,  
Diphtheria  49, 93, 94,  
Disease, 19th Century  270, 271,  
Dodgson, James Davy  37,  
Domestic Violence  286-287,  
Donaghy, Michael  199-200, 285,  
Donaghy’s Rope Works  199-201,  
Douglass, Alfred  162, 163,  
Dropsy  270,  
Drysdale, Anne  19, 20-21, 36, 37,  
Du Bois, Jaques  282, 283,  
Duck Ponds (see Lara) 
Dyson, W. H.  308-310,  
 
E 
Eastern Beach  64, 96, 97, 339,  
Eastern River (see Yarra River) 
Edina, The (ship)  328-329, 345,  
Edward VII (King) 130, 131, 204,  
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Elcho Homestead  57,  
Emu Chase  280,  
Endeavour (ship)  14,  
Evans and  Merry & Co. 174, 308-310,  
Exe River (see Werribee River) 
Exhibition, Industrial & Juvenile (1879) 79, 80, 203, 

324-326,  
 
F 
Fairey Battle (airplane)  97, 230, 231,  
Fairview Rope Factory (see Donaghy’s) 
Fanny (ship)  103,  
Farmers, Geelong  207, 208, 234, 235, 298, 299, 

370-371, 390-391,  
Farrell, Christopher  314-316,  
Fawkner, John Pascoe  14, 15, 16, 264,  
Federal Woollen Mills  238, 399,  
Female Refuge, Geelong  302-303,  
Fenwick, Nicholas  38-39, 57, 269,  
Fenwick (suburb) see Wallington 
Fernery Hotel  214-215,  
Fires  298, 299, 300,  
Fish Supply  274,  
Fisher, David  18, 19, 54,  
Flinders, Matthew  8, 282,  
Flour Mills  170, 171, 172-173, 254,  
Football Club, Geelong  84, 85, 88, 89, 92, 93, 164, 

317, 327,  
Ford  95, 238, 240-241, 399,  
Fox hunting  376,  
Freemasons  217,  
Freemason’s Hotel  332, 333,  
Freezer Works, Geelong  230, 238, 344, 398,  
Fyans, Foster  32-33, 38, 44, 55, 100, 101, 114, 

128, 266, 373,  
Fyansford  33, 114-116, 124, 125, 173, 193, 194, 

388-389, 392-393,  
Fyansford Bridge  114, 115, 180, 181, 388-389,  
Fyansford Hotel  114-116,  
Fyansford Paper Mill  114, 115, 171, 173,  
 
G 
Gaol, Geelong  159, 188, 269, 314-316,  
Gas Company, Geelong  113, 140-141, 190, 238, 

398-399,  
Geelong Advertiser  112, 252, 264-265,  
Geelong Club, The  108, 109,  
Geelong- Declared a Town  22, 29,  
Geelong College  92, 152-153,  
Geelong West  92-94, 344, 348, 351,  
Gellibrand, Joseph Tice  15, 16-17, 148,  

George Roper (ship)  81,  
George V (King) 36, 63, 87,  
Gheringhap Street  58, 86,  
Gill, John  108,  
Gipps, George (Governor)  23, 38, 100,  
Gliding Club, Geelong  225,  
Gold Mining  164, 318-321,  
Gordon, The  77, 96, 150-151, 243,  
GPAC  135,  
Grain Terminal, Geelong  232-235,  
Gray, William Nairn  162,  
Great Ocean Road, The  67,  
Grimes, Charles  8,  
Gumm, James  10, 12, 13,  
 
H 
Hackney Carriages  272-273,  
Halliwell, Thomas  386,  
Harbour, Geelong  110,  
Harbour Trust, Geelong  157, 220, 222, 230,  
Harrison, James  39, 252, 264, 265, 268, 269, 282, 

283, 344,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hay Market, Geelong  311, 312,  
Heales, Richard  335,  
Heath, Major Richard  394-395,  
Henry (ship)  17,  
Hermitage The (property) 56, 57,  
Hesse, George  17, 148,  
Hi-Lite Park  244,  
Hinkler, Bert  224, 225,  
Hirst, Godfrey  192, 197,  
His Majesty’s Theatre  203-205, 213, 324, 325,  
Hitchcock, Annie  66,  
Hitchcock, George  66, 67,  
Hitchcock, Howard  67, 137,  
Hitchcock, Walter  66, 67,  
Hitching Posts  123,  
Hobart  8, 13, 27, 30, 42, 44,  
Hoddle, Robert  22, 23,  



403 

 

Hodgson, Margaret,  365,  
Homoeopathic Dispensary, Geelong  330-331,  
Hopetoun Chambers  47,  
Hopetoun Channel  157, 165-167,  
Hospital, Geelong  53, 132-133, 337,  
Housing Commission  245,  
Hovell, William  28, 29, 178, 360,  
Hovell’s Creek  (see Lara),  
Humble & Nicholson  68, 69, 81, 183,  
Humble, William  68-69,  
Hume, Hamilton  28,29, 178, 360,  
Hurling  377,  
Hyland Street, Fyansford  388-389,  
 
I 
Incitec (see Pivot) 
Indented Head  8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 20, 257,  
India (ship)  53,  
Infirmary & Benevolent Asylum (see Hospital) 
Ingleby (property)  56, 57,  
International Bible Students Association (see  

Jehovah’s Witnesses) 
International Harvester  97, 230-231,  
Irish Potato Famine  284, 285,  
Irish Heritage, Geelong’s  284, 285,  
J 
Jacobs, Morris  64-65, 333,  
Jacobs, Solomon  64, 69,  
Jail, Geelong  (see Gaol) 
James Harrison Bridge  181,  
Jehovah’s Witnesses  204, 303, 351,  
Jews  65, 89, 160, 169, 325,  
Jillong  22, 29, 360,  
Johnstone Park  52, 86, 184,  
Johnstone, Robert de Bruce  52, 
Jones, John  332, 333,  
Joy Ark, The  220-221,  
 
K 
Kangaroo  10, 11, 12, 122, 123, 356, 
Kardinia (property)  19, 30, 196,  
Kardinia Park  164, 318-321,  
Kernot, Charles  58-59,  
Kernot, Mary  302,  
Keys, Lost Geelong  281-283,  
Kildare  82, 83, 285,  
Knight, Edward   
Kruger, Fred  79-81,  
 
L 
La Cabine  83,  

Lake Connewarre  17,  
Land Sales  251, 252, 285, 288,  
Lane, Norman J  245,  
Lara  57, 61, 145, 382, 396,  
Lascelles, Thomas  50,  
Lascelles Wharf  222,  
La Trobe, Charles (Governor)  38, 117, 144, 170, 

180, 281-283,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Latrobe Terrace  117-119,  
Leopold  47,  
Lethbridge  174, 175, 209, 308-310,  
Lethbridge Quarry  209, 308-310,  
Library, Geelong  135,  
Licence Fees  32,  
Lighters (boats)  102, 111, 167,  
Limeburners  262-263, 281-283, 396,  
Limeburners Bay  263, 396,  
Limeburners Point  262, 263, 281-283,  
Limits of Location  372-373,  
Little Malop Street  68, 261,  
Little River  229, 380-381, 383,  
Lloyd, George Thomas  44-45, 120-123,  
Local Option  109, 334-336,  
London Chartered Bank  76, 385,  
Lonsdale, William  30  
Lorne  89,  
Love, Andrew  53-55,  
Lunan (property)  42, 43,  
Luxmoor, William  156,  
 
M 
Mackin, Dr Charles  293, 294,  
Mack’s Hotel  54, 107-109,  
Magistrate  38, 42,  
Mail Delivery  129, 130, 259-261, 298,  
Malop Street  64, 65, 112, 113, 226, 239, 242, 272, 

273, 289, 332, 333,  
Manifold, Thomas, John, and Peter  367,  
Market Square  75, 120, 121, 203-205, 226-228, 
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254, 255, 324-326,  
Marnock Vale  199, 285,  
Mary Anne (ship)  15,  
Matthew Flinders Secondary College  152, 301,  
McCallum, Firth  88-89,  
McCann, Nicholas  266,  
McDonald, Ian  96-97,  
McLarty, Alexander  112,  
Meat  182, 344,  
Mechanics Institute Geelong  62, 134-135, 283, 

303, 324,  
Melancholy Madness  294,  
Melba, Dame Nellie  204,  
Melbourne  15, 19, 
Melbourne Road  384-385, 387,  
Mercer’s Hill, Newtown  318-321,  
Mercer Street  158-161,   
Merchison Hall (property)  34, 47,  
Methodist Church  276,  
Midway Woodchips  231, 234,  
Mitchell, Jan  258,  
Mollison, Alex F  281, 282,  
Moorabool Street  51, 58, 63, 136, 137, 205, 221, 

227, 253-255, 346,  
Moorabool Street Wharf  128,  
Moorabool River  299,  
Moorabool (town)  176-177,  
Moorabool Valley  174, 175,  
Morrison, George  152,  
Morrison, Norman  153,  
Muirhead, Mary Jane  293-295,  
Muirhead, Robert  154, 293, 295,  
Murray, Hugh  42, 148, 149,  
Murray, John  8, 282,  
 
N 
National Wool Museum  51,  
Native Bread  24,  
Nauru  223,  
Nelson (ship)  296-297,  
Newcomb, Caroline  19, 20-21, 36, 37, 275-277, 

278,  
Newcomb (suburb)  37,  
Newspapers, Geelong  264, 265,  
Newtown  50, 56, 58, 94, 152, 153, 214, 215, 239, 

318-321, 340, 341,  
Niven, Hugh  168,  
Norlane  91, 245,  
North Geelong  140, 141, 219, 232-235, 238, 293,  
North Shore  97, 222, 230, 231, 236, 237,  
Nursing, School of  337,  

 
O 
Ocean Child Hotel  297, 382-383,  
Ocean Grove  78, 335,  
Opperman, Hubert  90-91, 205,  
Oriental Timber Company  399,  
Ormond, Francis  72-73,  
Orphan Asylum, Geelong  124-125,  
Osborne House (property) 154, 293,  
Oyster farming  394-395,  
 
P 
Pakington Street  92, 201, 202,  
Palais Royal, The  220-221,  
Parker, Richard  98,  
Parker Penny  98,  
Photo Drama of Creation  204, 205,  
Phipps, George (Governor)  210, 324,  
Phylloxera  393,  
Piper, James E  92-94, 348-350,  
Piracy  256-257,  
Pivot, Incitec  222-223,  
Plank Road  276, 277,  
Point Henry  9, 17, 19, 22, 44, 102-103, 165, 198,  
Point Lillias  17, 42, 43, 102,  
Point Lonsdale  27, 81,  
Police Magistrate  32, 33,  
Poliomyelitis  271,  
Poppykettle Festival  283,  
Portarlington Road Board  276, 277, 278, 279,  
Portland Bay District  32, 57,  
Port Phillip Association  9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 360-361,  
Port Phillip Bay  26,  
Port Phillip District  55, 250,  
Post Office, Geelong  129-131, 243,  
Power Stations, Geelong  216, 218-219,  
Presbyterian Church  13, 31, 45, 53-55, 64, 73, 

152, 153, 168,  
Prince Albert Bridge (see Princes Bridge) 
Princes Bridge  128, 181,  
 
Q 
Queenscliff  39, 81, 210, 211, 341,  
Queens Park  116,  
 
R 
Rabbits  258,  
Ragged Schools  301-302,  
Railway Station Geelong  62,  
Railways 
 Bellarine  210-211, 225,  
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Belmont Common  225,  
 Geelong-Melbourne  61, 62, 104, 126, 127, 

144-145, 238, 345, 378-379, 380-381,  
 Geelong-Ballarat  174, 175, 209,  

Grain Transport  232-235,  
Railway Station, Geelong  242, 243, 306,  
Railway Tunnel, Geelong  146-147,  
Railway Viaduct, Moorabool  174-175, 181, 308,  

356,  
Railway Wharf (see Cunningham Pier) 
Ranger, The (ship)  257,  
Rebecca (ship)  10, 12, 13,  
Rice, Joseph  112, 113, 280,  
Ritchie, Francis  348-350,  
Road Construction  229, 275-279, 288, 345,  
Road Gates  384-385,  
Robertson, William  361,  
Robinson, Dr Sydney  330, 331,  
Royal Mail Hotel  217,  
Russell, Robert  23,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ryrie Street  130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 330,  
S 
Sabbath Day  169, 267, 292, 325,  
Sand Bar  17, 102, 111, 165, 167, 256, 257,  
Sarah (ship)  103,  
Sewerage System  228,  
Saleh, Dr George  348-350,  
Sayer, James Whitley  76-78,  
Scarletina  271,  
Schomberg (ship)  35,  
Scottish Chiefs Tavern  216, 217,  
Shaw, Dr Foster  293, 294,  
Sheep, Scabby  304-305, 370,  
Shelford  72,  
Shinty  376-377,  
Shipwrecks  81, 103,  
Shire of Corio  (see Corio Road Board) 
Shortland’s Bluff  (see Queenscliff) 
Simpson, James  361,  

Sinclair, John  17,  
Singapore Terrace  Fire 255, 300,  
Sly Grog Shops  176, 329, 356,  
Solomon, Julius  226-228,  
Solomon’s (store)  63, 226-228,  
Sorrento  8, 26,  
Southern Union House  217,  
Snell, Edward  60-62,  
Snow  317,  
Squatters  250-252, 360-361, 372-373,  
Statues  36, 63, 86, 87, 212,  
Stead, David  362-363, 366,  
Stonemasons  175, 308,  
St Albans  182-183,  
St Albans Homestead  183,  
St Leonards  10, 16,  
St Mary of the Angels Church  142-143, 209, 233,  
Stocks, The Geelong  266, 267,  
St Pauls Church  94, 117-119, 243,  
Stoney Creek Dam  255,  
Strachan & Co.  109, 185,  
Strachan, George  109,  
Strachan, James Ford  42-43, 185,  
Street Lighting  140,  
Sugar of Lead  293-295,  
Sullivan Bay (see Sorrento) 
Swan Island  26,  
Swanston, Charles  19,  
Swimming, Segregated  96, 338-339,  
Sydney  26,  
Synnot & Co. 187,  
Synnot, George  187, 368-369 
Synnot, Marcus  368,   
Synnot, Monckton  368-369,  
Synnot, Walter  368,   
Syphilis  295,  
 
T 
Tasmania  9, 13, 16, 56,  
Taylor, Frederick  367,  
Telegraph Bridge  126-127,  
Telegraph Hotel  126,  
Telegraph Station, Geelong  138-139,  
Telephone System, Geelong 340-341,  
Temperance Society  69, 109, 182, 239, 334-336,  
Terminus Hotel  158-161, 169, 242, 322,  
Terra Nullius  248-249,  
Thom, Geoff  246,  
Thomas, W. J.  340, 341,  
Thomson, Alexander  10, 12, 13, 15, 19, 20, 30-31, 

36, 37, 54, 196, 197, 311,  
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Time Ball  139,  
Todd, William  10, 11, 12, 15, 16,  
Tolls, Roads & Bridges  114, 128, 180, 196, 274, 

278-279, 382-383, 385,  
Tornado  353,  
Town Common, Geelong  155-157,  
Town Hall, Geelong  156, 312, 313, 341,  
Traill Fountain  212, 213,  
Traill, John  212,  
Train travel  379,  
Trams  197, 346, 347,  
Transportation (for convicts)  26, 30, 31,  
Truck System  308-310,  
Tuberculosis (TB)  89, 92, 270,  
Tuckey, Lieutenant J. H. 358-359,  
Typhoid  271,  
 
U 
Union Steam Flour Mill  172,  
 
V 
Van Diemen’s Land (see Tasmania) 
Victoria (Queen)  63, 212,  
Victorian Woollen & Cloth Manufacturing Co.    

189-192,  
Vineyards  392-393,  
von Stieglitz, John  366,  
von Stieglitz, Robert  366,  
 
W 
Wakefield, Edward Gibbon  250, 251,  
Wages  375,  
Wallace, Dr Frederick  348-350,  
Wallington  39,  
Water Supply  100, 101, 239, 253-255, 300,  
Water Fountains  212-213,  
Wedge, John Helder  10, 13, 14, 15, 27, 361,  
Werribee  178-179,  
Werribee River  16, 107, 260,  
Wesleyan Church  67, 169, 182, 239,  
Western Beach  81,  
Western Gully (see Johnstone Park) 
Wiere, William  311-313,  
Wilanmarnartar (see You Yangs) 
Willis, Anne  286, 287,  
Willis, William  286, 287,  
Wills, Tom  317,  
Wilson, James  182, 183,  
Winchelsea  40, 41, 56,  
Wool Auctions  50, 51,  
Wool Pack Inn (see Mack’s Hotel) 

Wool Stores  50, 51, 105, 185-187,  
Wooloomanata (property)  57, 385,  
Wroe, John  70-71,  
Wyndham (see Werribee) 
 
XYZ 
Yarra River  14, 14, 15,  
Yarra Street  53, 54, 67, 79, 83, 142, 143, 217, 266, 

267,  
Yarrow River (see Yarra River) 
Yawangi tribe (Aboriginal)  358, 359,  
You Yangs  29, 80, 369, 380-381,  
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Important Dates: 
1802  8,  
1803  8, 26,  
1809  259,  
1824  28, 29, 360,  
1835  9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 27, 30, 248, 249,  
1836  15, 16, 18, 185,  
1837  18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 32  
1838  23, 38, 100, 110, 256, 257, 262,  
1839  17, 23, 166, 260,  
1840  20, 23, 54, 129, 185, 264,  
1841  38, 107,  
1842  31,  
1843  21, 45, 50, 373,  
1845  39,  
1846  134,  
1847  281-283,  
1848  112, 170, 286, 287,  
1849  184,  
1850  117, 212, 254,  
1851  174, 371,  
1852  199, 254, 285, 296, 297,  
1853  166,  
1854  276,  
1859  197, 258,  
1861  373,  
1862  174, 175, 318, 319,  
1865  189, 320,  
1866  24,  
1867  40,  
1850  34,  
1851  31, 43, 117, 118, 298, 299,  
1852  21, 34, 61, 132,  
1853  17, 21, 64,  
1854  111, 118, 124, 126, 187, 276, 277,  
1855  136, 159,  
1856  111, 125, 162, 163, 244,  
1857  59, 104, 118, 127, 138, 144, 145,  
1858  140, 154, 176,  
1859  88,  
1860  279, 290, 317,  
1861  152, 279,  
1862  155, 255, 382,  
1863  293-295, 311-313, 330,  
1864  301, 304, 305,  
1868  303,  
1869  308-310,  
1872  51, 164, 184,  
1873  47, 127, 183, 255,  
1874  146, 202,  
1877  239, 279, 340,  

1878  75, 210, 321,  
1879  203, 324-326,  
1883  108,  
1885  332, 333,  
1887  40,  
1888  103, 336,  
1889  314-316,  
1891  129,  
1893  102, 166, 167,  
1894, 198,  
1900  78,  
1901  63, 218,  
1904  63,  
1907  343,  
1910  226,  
1911  108, 130, 131,  
1912  220, 227, 228, 346, 385,  
1914  204, 205,  
1920  229,  
1923  121,  
1925  240,  
1926  238, 352, 353,  
1927  222, 242, 243,  
1928  224, 240,  
1929  236,  
1933  115, 389,  
1934  95, 240,  
1935  351,  
1936  36,  
1939  233, 234,  
1942  348-350,  
1945  245,  
1952  109,  
1954  219,  
1960  241,  
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Since being established as a town in 1838 Geelong has 

now grown to a city with a population of about 200,000. For 
over the past 170 years there have been many highs and lows, 
events to celebrate, and shocking true stories that many wish 
were buried. Family ties were much stronger in the past, but 
nearly all were ravaged by diseases considered uncommon 
today. 

Wealth came in the form of Victoria’s gold rush in 1851, 
which provided the basis for prosperity, education and free 
thought, which led to invention and innovation in industry. 
Religious influence also played a huge role in the general  
community. 

As you read the pages of the Jillong Pocket, the generations of 
early Geelong settlers will introduce themselves to you – their 
struggle, courage, humour, hard work, and community spirit. 

Between April 2010 and July 2015 there have been 65     
monthly editions of the Jillong Pocket, which have focussed 
on telling the story of Geelong’s history. We hope you enjoy 
reading the very best articles published over the past 5 years, 
as selected by our panel. 

 

With best wishes to all our readers, 

                                                       

                                        The            Team 

JillongPocket.wordpress.com 


